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PREFACE. 


WENTY  volumes  of  a periodical  work. 


JL  under  the  name  of  Medical  Commen- 
taries, have  been  piiblifhed  at  Edinburgh,  by 
Dr  Duncan  fen.  It  was  chiefly  intended  to  ex- 
hibit a concife  view  of  the  latefl:  and  moft  im- 
portant difcoveries  in  medicine  and  medical 
philofophy,  particularly  thofe  which  tended 
to  improve  the  pradf  ice  of  the  healing  art. 

A volume  of  the  Annals  of  Medicine 
will  now  be  publifhed  every  year,  on  the 
I ft  of  January.  The  plan  of  this  new 
work  will  not  differ  materially  from  that  of 
the  Medical  Commentaries,  of  which  it  may 
be  confidered  a continuation.  But  the  Edi- 
tors flatter  themfelves,  that,  when  peace  fhall 
again  reftore  free  intercourfe  among  nations, 
the  correfpondence,  they  have  eftablifhed5wiil 
enable  them  to  give  a better  account  of  fo- 
reign medical  literature  than  the  Englifli 
reader  has  been  hitherto  accuftomed  to  meet 
with. 

They  alfo  hope,  that  refledfing  pradli- 
tloners  will  occafionally  ufe  this  work  as  a 
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channel 
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channel  for  communicating,  to  the  public, 
thofe  pra6:ical  obfervatibns  and  facts,  which 
they  think  \yorthy  of  its  notice.  Thefe  may 
be  tranfinitted  either  to  Dr  Duncan  at 
Edinburgh,  or  to  Dr  G.  Pearfon,  Leicefter 
Square,  London,  by  whom  they  will  be  care- 
fully forwarded  to  Edinburgh. 

The  Editors  are  well  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culty attending  the  proper  execution  of  this 
work,  even  under  the  moft  favourable  cir- 
cumftances.  But  their  exertions  to  render 
it  ufeful  ihall  not  be  wanting ; and  they  hope 
for  fome  flrare  of  public  approbation. 

In  the  prefent  volume,  the  intelligent  read- 
er v/ill  find  many  things  well  meriting  care- 
ful examination.  Not  to  mention  other  par- 
ticulars, if  what  is  related  refpedilng  the  ef- 
fects of  the  nitrous  acid,  as  obferved  by  Dr 
Carmichael  Smyth,  Mr  Paterfon,  and  Mr 
Scott,  fiiall  be  fully  confirmed  by  the  expe- 
rience of  others,  the  difcoveries  of  the  prefent 
period  v/ill  be  entitled  to  particular  notice  in 
the  hiftory  of  medicine. 

Edinburgh,  Jan.  i.  1797. 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  I796, 


SECT.  I. 

Analyfts  of  Booh* 


I. 

Ghirurgifch -medicinifche  Ahhandlungen 
.fchiedenen  Inhalts  Folen  betreffend,  Isfc,  i,  e* 

Surgical  and  Medical  Treatifes  on  various  Sub- 
jects refpediing  Poland*  By^'.  L.  de  la  Fon- 
taine, Aulic  Counfellor  and  Surgeon  to  the 
King^  Citizen  of  the  New  Conftitution  at  War- 
faw^  ^c*  %vo*  Breilaw,  1792,  with  plateso  < 

Although  thefe  trea^tifes  are  confined 
almoft  entirely  to  thofe  peculiarities 
in  Poland,  which  deferve  the  attention  of  a 
medical  philofopher,  they  mull  Bill  be  inte- 
Yol.  L A reBing 
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refdng  to  every  one,  willies  to  profe- 

cute  the  natural  hiftory  of  man,  and  the 
effeas  of  climate,  culloms,  and  religion, 
upon  his  pliyfical  qualities.  They  are  writ- 
ten ill  the  form  of  letters,  without  any  at- 
tention to  fyftematic  arrangement;  but  .they 
contain  a number  of  interefting  fafls,  and 
acute  obferyations.  We  have  confined  our 
analyfis  to  the  firfi:  treatife,  written  upon 
that  very  remarkable  difeafe,  feldom  feen 
out  of  Poland,  and  called  the  Plica  Polonica. 
Our  author  has  colleded  all  the  fadls  re- 
fpeding  it,  wLich  have  fallen  under  his  ov/n 
obfervation,  and  given  us  an  authentic  ac- 
count of  this  very  remarkable  difeafe,  known 
to  us  hitherto  only  from  the  tranilent  re- 
marks of  travellers,  or  the  abfurd  relations 
of  a credulous  people. 

Trichoma,  or  Plica  Polonica,  is  a difeafe 
endemic  in  Poland,  and  the  neighbouring 
countries,  in  which  a morbid  matter  is  cri- 
tically depofited  upon  the  hair,  and  binds 
it  together  in  fucli  a manner,  that  to  un- 
ravel it  is  impolTible.  This  morbid  mat- 
ter is  likewife  depofited  upon  the  nails  of 
the  hands  and  feet>  which  then  become 

larger, 
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larger,  thicker,  high-backed,  deforrhed, 
horny,  and  ill  coloured,  but  by  no  means 
black.  This  difeafe  fpares  no  age,  fex,  or 
condition,  nor  e^en  newly  arrived  ftrangers  ; 
nay,  infants  bring  it  into  the  world  with 
them.  However,  the  peafant,  beggar, 
and  Jew,  fuffer  moll  from  it.  ^ At  Cracow, 
the  proportion  in  thefe  clalTes  affebled  with 
it,  is  tvro  or  three  in  ten,  vrhile  among  the 
nobles  and  rich  citizens,  it  is  two  in  thirty 
,or  forty.  At  Warfaw,  of  the  former,  four 
in  forty  were  affected;  of  the  latter,  three  in 
ninety  or  a hundred.  Many  people  never 
have  the  difeafe,  others  repeatedly,  after  in^ 
tervals  of  fome  yelrs,  during  which  fome 
remain''  in  perfect  health,  others  conilantly 
unwell.  Tliofe  who  have  once  had  it,  fre- 
quently  relapfe ; and  it  is  more  common  in 
the  warm  fummer-months  than  in  winter. 
Men  are  not  the  only  fubjeffs  of  it,  but  alfo 
horfes,  oxen,  cows,  iheep,  dogs,  wmlves,' 
foxes,  &c.  and  particularly  fuch  of  them, 
as  have  long  hair.  It  does'  not  attack  the 
feathered  race.  Soft  light-brown  hair  is 
bfteneil  affefled,  though  no  colour  is  fpared, 
The  plica  is  never  white;  but  when  it  drops 
.A  2 off 


4 


ANNALS  OF 


off  in  old  people,  it  is  fometimes  fucceeded 
by  white  hairs.  Experience  fhews  that  it  is 
a contagious  difeafe,  and  very  often  conge- 
nital. Thofe  to  whom  it  is  communicated 
by  contad,  have  it  flightly,  and  are  eaiily 
cured.  It  is  found  from  the  fource  of  the 
Vifcula  (Weichfel,  hence  its  name  Weich- 
felzopf)  to  the  Carpathian  mountains,  Li- 
thuania, White  and  Red  Ruflia,  and  Tar- 
tary, but  is  more  frequent  in  certain  diilricls. 
Poles  who  travel  are  fometimes  affeded 
with  it  in  other  countries,  and  even  their 
children.  There  is  no  certainty  when  or 
where  it  firft  arofe ; the  Arabians,  Greeks, 
and  Romans,  do  not  mention  it,  but  fome 
modern  wniters  make  the  date  of  its  origin 
1387,  and  add,  that  it  came  from  Tartary. 

The  fymptoms  which  precede  the  depoii- 
tion  of  the  morbid  matter  on  the  hair,  are 
very  various,  and  counterfeit  the  ufual  dif- 
eafes.  It  fometimes  happens  fuddenly, 
without  any  previous  fymptom : rage  and  ter- 
ror have  caufed  it  to  appear  inftantaneouily. 
The  longer  the  morbid  matter  remains  in 
the  fyftem,  the  more  dangerous  is  the  dif- 
eafe. Its  moft  common  fymptoms  are,  wan- 
dering 
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dering  pfeudo  rheumatic  pains,  which  occa- 
lion  greater  danger  according  to  the  part 
attacked.  If  the  matter  be  not  depohted 
on  the  hair  or  nails  fpontaneouily,  or  with 
the  help  of  art,  but  on  fome  other  organ, 
it  produces  occahonaliy  apoplexy,  mania, 
and  all  the  nervous  difeafes,  as  weU  as  the 
various  inflammations,  particularly  of  the 
eyes,  glandular  indurations,  gangrene,  and 
caries,  more  particularly  of  the  nafal  bones 
and  cranium. 

The  mofl:  common  fymptoms  are  a fenfe 
of  v/eight  and  torpidity  in  all  the  limbs, 
pains  in  the  back,  giddinefs,  aflhma,  flnging 
in  the  ears,  with  an  increafed  fecretion  of 
wax,  dull  pains  in  the  orbits  of  the  eyes,  in- 
flammatiop  of  the  eyes  and  lacrymaL  glands, 
with  augmented  flow  of  tears,  lieadach, 
violent  itching  and  prickling  in  the  hairy 
fcalp,  pain  in  the  prsecorxlia,  and  melan- 
choly. It  is  remarkable,  that  many  of  the 
patients  have  an  irreflflible  propenfity  to  the 
drinking  of  fpirits,  and  a craving  deflre  for 
nev/  and  flrange  kinds  of  food,  while  they 
loathe  the  things  they  ufed  to  be  mofl;  fond 
of.  But  the  moil  certain  figns  that  a plica 
A 3 will 
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will  foon  be  formed,  are  clammy  tougk 
fweat  about  the  head,  with  diminution  of 
the  pains,  and  a fenfation  of  tightnefs,  as  if 
the  upper  part  of  the  head  were  drawn  to- 
gether. The  hairs  begin  to  grow  greafy, 
and  acquire  a remarkably  difagreeable  fmell ' 
The  patient  has  frequent  variations  of  (liiver- 
ing  and  heat,  and  feels  an  unpleafant  prick- 
ling cold  under  his  nails.  In  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  the  criiis  takes  place  upon  the  hair  or 
nails,  or  both,  and  the  patient  is  reftored  to 
perfedl  health,  \inlefs  in  fome  rare  cafes,  where 
the  cribs  is  not  perfect,  and  a new  depolition 
is  to  take  place.  Sometimes  the  morbid  mat- 
ter is  greater  in  quantity  than  the  hairs  can 
contain  : they  then  give  way,  and  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  is  poured  out  betw’^een  them. 
It  is  not  true,  that  the  hairs  extend  fo  much, 
that  blood  flows  out  of  them,  or  that  they 
bleed  upon  being  cut.  If  any  matter  bill 
remain  in  the  fyflem,  it  is  depobted  upon 
the  hair  of  the  pubis,  under  the  arm-pits, 
or  upon  the  nails.  If  the  fymptoms  con- 
tinue,  a fecond  plica  will  certainly  be  form- 
ed, but  not  until  the  brft  has  feparated 
from  the  head,  and  new  hair  has  grown ; 
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nor  can  we  ever  be  certain  that  a fecond 
one  will  not  be  formed,  for  the  difeafe  often 
takes  on  a kind  of  periodic  form.  A con- 
tinued fenfe  of  cold  about  the  head,  and 
particalaiij  at  the  temples,  is  a fure  lign 
of  its  returning.  Sometimes  the  whole  mat- 
ter is  depolited  on  one  half  of  the  hair, 
the  other  half  remaining  found,  and  then 
the  previous  fymptoms  only  attack  one 
fide  of  the  body.  The  peculiar  form  of 
the  matting  depends  upon  the  previous  fa- 
hiion  of  the  hair.  Moft  of  the  men  cut  it 
fiiort  and  round ; the  women,  on  the  con- 
trary, have  uncommonly  long  and  beautiful 
hair.  The  morbid  matter  is  firft  denolited 

X 

in  the  rete  Malpighii,  from  whence  it  goes 
into  the  hair,  fometimes  fiowly;  fometimes 
fuddenly.  The  moiilure  oozing  out  from 
the  hairs,  binds  them  fo  together,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  fepara'n  them  again.  If  the 
whole  hair  be  affecded,  it  forms  a kind  of 
cap ; if  it  How  out  only  from  ilngle  hairs, 
then  feveral  rope-like  plicas  are  produced. 
Some  days  after  it  has  been  formed,  it  be- 
gins to  fmell  fomethiiig  like  rancid  fat ; and 
upon  being  touched,  caufes'a  micking  un- 
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pleafant  fenfation  in  the  fingers.  At  the 
fame  time,  lice  fuddenly  appear  in  fuch 
dreadful  numbers,  that  the  patient  fufFers 
more  from  them  than  from  Ipt  difeafe, 
Mr  Fontaine  diffeded  a patient,  in  whom 
the  plica  had  come  on  jufl  before  death^ 
and  found  the  bulbs  of  the  hair  larger  than 
natural,  from  which  he  prefied  out  a pale- 
yellow  clammy  mucus ; in  another,  in  v/horn 
the  plica  was  already  old,  he  found  nothing 
remarkable^ 

The  fymptoms,  before  the  eruption  of  the 
matter  in  animals,  mufl  be  much  the  fame 
as  in  men,  for  they  evidently  fhew  great 
uneafinefs.  Dogs  have  ail  the  figns  of  ca- 
nine madnefs ; they  hang  their  tails  be- 
tween their  legs,  foam  at  the  mouth,  do  not 
bark,  bite  much,  even  their  mailers,  lofe 
entirely  their  appetite,  feem  blind,  running 
againll  the  walls,  but  do  not  dread  water, 
on  the  contrary,  drink  much  more  than  ' 
ufual ; and  hydrophobia  never  arifes  fromi 
their  bite.  In  horfes,  the  plica  only  hap- 
pens in  their  manes  or  tails.  The  butchers, 
tanners,  hatters,  and  homers,  are  equally 
cautious  not  to  buy  any  animal  afFeded 
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with  the  plica,  for  no  part  of  them  can  be 
put  to  anj  ufe. 

Our  author  divides  the  plica  into  many 
kinds,  according-  to  their  various  forms,  and' 
into  the  true  and  falfe ; which  laft  arifes  mere- 
ly from  want  of  cleanlinefs,  in  negieflin-g 
the  combing  of  the  hair,  and  from  anointing 
it  with  various  oils  and  fats.  When  the  real 
plica  is  feparated  from  the  head,  the  hair, 
by  which  it  adheres,  mull  form  a faife  one, 
as  it  is  impoflible  to  comb  it  out  on  account 
of  the  true  one.  A new  real  one  may  now 
arife,  and  fo  on  fuccefhvely,  forming  that 
immenfe  mafs  defcribed  by  old  authors. 

The  proximate  caufe  of  this  difeafe  is,  ac- 
cording to  M.  de  la  Fontaine,  a peculiar 
morbid  matter,  v/hicli  is  clammy  and  acrid, 
has  its  feat  in  the  lymph,  and  is  depoiited 
critically  upon  the  hair  or  nails.  Its  exciting 
caufes  are  equally  uncertain,  for  neither 
the  air,  v/ater,  nor  food,  feem  to  have  any 
effed;  in  producing  it ; nor  are  cleanlinefs 
and  regular  combing  of  the  hair  any  de- 
fence againil  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  M.  de  la 
Fontaine  recommends  refolvend,  attenuant, 

faponaceous, 
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faponaceous,  demulcentj  and  emollient  re« 
medies,  to  prepare  the  morbid  matter  for 
the  crilis.  If  thefe  be  not  fufficient,  he 
adds  extrad  of  aconite,  or  cicuta,  calomel, 
or  fome  antimonial.  In  general,  he  fays, 
antimony  is  as  fpecific  in  this  difeafe,  as 
mercury  is  in  lues.  If  it  be  complicated 
with  lues,  CGiTofive  fublimate  produces  the 
very  bell  effects  ; but  falivation  is  highly 
detrimental  in  every  cafe.  In  order  to  bring 
about  the  crifis,  he  makes  ufe  of  fudorilics. 
The  lycopodium  is  praifed  by  old  phyli- 
cians  as  a fpecific ; but  unjuilly.  Thefe  re- 
medies can  only  be  ufed,  when  no  fever  is 
prefent ; in  this  cafe,  blood-letting  and  eva- 
cuarits  mull  be  very  cautioufly  ufed*  Our 
author  compares  it  to  the  fmall-pox,  where, 
when  the  fever  is  too  weak  to  produce  the 
eruption,  it  muft  be  increafed ; when  it  is 
too  violent,  it  muft  be  diminihied.  Hence 
the  ftrength  of  the  patients  muft  be  often 
fupported  with  generous  diet.  The  people 
believe  in  a number  of  fpecifics,  but  the 
difeafe  has  not  become  lefs  frequent.  Ex- 
ternal remedies  are  almoft  always  neceflary, 
fuch  as  the  application  of  warmth  to  the 

head, 
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iiead,  in  the  form  of  vapour,  v/arm  bath,  or 
decoctions  of  various  plants ; a decodion  of 
foap  is  often  of  great  ufe,  when  the  head- 
ach  is  violent.  Sinapifms  and  bihlers  are 
iikewifs  applied  with  advantage.  If  the 
morbid  matter  be  depoiited  on  the  furface  of 
the  body,  it  occaiions  malignant  and  obfli- 
nate  fores,  which  give  a great  deal  of  trouble. 
Antimony  mult  always  be  an  ingredient  in 
whatever  is  applied  to  theie.  If  the  mat- 
ter have  a tendency  to  depofite  itfelf  in  the 
nails,  it  mud  be  encouraged  by  the  applica- 
tion of  dimulants ; fuch  as,  tindure  of  can- 
tharides,  bliders,  or  by  touching  a frefh  pli- 
ca with  the  fingers.  Againd  the  vermin, 
hair-pov/der  rubbed  with  mercury  is*  the 
bed  remedy.  If  all  thefe  means  be  inade- 
quate to  produce  the  crifis,^  inoculation  of 
the  difeafe  wdll  often  efted  it.  It  is  per- 
formed by  putting  on  a cap  which  has  jud 
been  worn  by  one  who  has  a recent  plica. 

The  plica  may,  or  may  not,  be  cut  off, 
according  to  circumdances.  After  a com- 
plete crifis,  it  feparates  from  the  head,  and 
remains  attached  only  by  found  hair.  This 
m?.y  take  place  in  a few  days,  weeks,  or 

months. 
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months.  If  it  has  loft  its  peculiar  fmell  and 
greafj  appearance,  has  become  dry,  and  all 
fymptoms  have  ceafed,  it  may  be  cut  off  by 
dividing  the  found  hair ; for  it  is  remark- 
able, that  even  an  old  plica  cannot  be.  cut 
in  the  middle  without  giving  pain.  The 
new  hair  may  be  wafhed  vffth  warm  water, 
and  combed  out. 

If  the  plica  be  new,- fit  faft  on  the  head, 
caufe  a fenfe  of  pricking  in  the  fingers  when 
touched,  and  the  fymptoms  of  difeafe  have 
not  yet  ceafed,  it  can  be  cut  off  on  no  ac- 
count. The  moft  dreadful  accidents  often 
arife  immediately.  People  have  become  in- 
ftantly  blind,  or  have  died  from  apoplexy, 
or  in  epileptic  convulfions.  The  people  are 
fo  much  afraid  of  this,  that  they  vdll  feldom 
permit  the  plica  to  be  cut  off  even  v/hen  it 
may  be  done  with  fafety.  If  bad  confe- 
quences  follow  the  cutting  off  of  the  plica, 
the  moft  certain  and  quickeft  remedy  is,  to 
apply  it  in  its  former  fituation.  This  muft 
be  done  before  it  becomes  dry ; and  it  is 
almoft  incredible,  fays  our  author,  that,  af- 
ter one,  two,  three,  or  more  days,  it  will  a- 
gain  adhere  to  the  head.  He  does  not 
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maintain,  that  it  grows  to  the  flumps  of 
the  hair  ; but  that  innumerable  examples 
prove,  that  a kind  of  callous  is  formed,  as 
in  a fraflured  bone.  If  the  plica  be  not 
brought  to  adhere  again,  the  patient,  if  he 
does  not  die,  remains  miferably  lick,  until 
the  hair  grow,  and  a new  plica  be  formed. 
The  Jews,  the  mofl  bigottcd  of  all  beings, 
have  their  own  cufloms  and  cures : they 
never  permit  it  to  be  cut  off ; and  nothing 
can  be  more  difgufling,  than  one  whofe 
beard  and  whifkers  are  affected  with  this 
difeafe.  The  nails  do  not  feparate  fo  rea- 
dily as  the  hair,  and  can  only  be  fafely  cut 
off  when  new  nails  have  begun  to  grow ; and 
this  often  does  not  happen.  The  Poles  be- 
lieve, that  keeping  the  hair  fhort,  or  even 
.fhaving  the  head,  is  a prefervative  againfl  this 
difeafe  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  the  men  fuffer 
much  more  than  the  women,  whofe  hair  is 
long  ; and  it  at  lafl;  affeds  the  hair  on  other 
parts  parts  of  the  body,  or  the  nails. 

M.  de  la  Fontaine  recommends  a mild, 
attenuant,  and  corrective  diet,  as  in  other 
difeafes,  from  acrimony  of  the  fluids,  with 
the  ufe  of  ripe  fruits.  He  fays,  that  the 

diet 
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diet  of  tlie  GoiPiinon  people  in  Poland  confiil? 
almoft,  if  not  entirely,  of  vegetables ; and 
he  thinks  it  owing  to  thefe,  which  are  ge-^ 
nerally  made  four,  that  the  Poles  are  fo  little 
afteded  with  fcurvy,  though  they  live  in 
narrow,  heated  rooms,  and  drink  to  greater 
excefs  than  any  people  in  the  world.  The 
nobles  and  rich  live  in  quite  a different 
ilyle ; hard  drinking  is  no  longer  among 
them  a,  fource  of  national  pride,  but  the 
table  is  covered  with  all  the  delicacies 
French  cookery  can  produce,  though  not 
to  the  exclulion  of  their  barfzcz,  a kind  of 
four  foiip  made  with  groats  and  four  tur- 
nips, to  which  our  author  aicribes  the  moil 
falutary  effeds,  in  preferving  them  from 
many  difeafes  to  Vv^hich  they  v^^ould  other- 
wife  be  fubjeded.  To  thefe  general  obfer- 
V at  ions  on  the  difeafe,  is  added  the  detailed 
account  of  about  twenty  cafes,  which  ferve 
principally  to  iliew  the  various  fymptoms 
which  precede  and  accompany  it. 

As  the  red  of  thefe  letters  are  upon  fub- 
jeds  entirely  local,  and  interefting  only  to 
thofe  ccnneded  with  Poland,  it  will  be  un- 
necehary  to  give  a detailed  analyfis  here. 

We 
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We  fiiall,  however,  briefly  enumerate 
the  fubjedls  upon  which  they  are  written. 

Letter  Firft.  Upon  the  principal  inter- 
nal and  external  difeafes  prevalent  in  Po- 
land. The  influenza  appeared  there  at  the 
end  of  March  1788,  and  ceafed  about  the 
end  of  April.  The  fmall-pox  is  dreadfully 
fatal ; and,  notvrithftanding  the  philanthro- 
pic endeavours  of  fome  noblemen,  inocula- 
tion is  by  no  means  general.  As  Mr  von 
Moneta  has  lately  written  a treatife,  in 
which  he  aiferts,  that  in  Poland  hundreds 
of  hydrophobic  patients  are  cured  with 
beer,  vinegar,  and  butter,  our  author  thinlcs 
it  necelTary  to  obferve,  that  neither  he,  hor 
moil  of  the  eflablifhed  phyficians,  have  ever 
met  with  the  difeafe.  This  miflake  may 
have  arifen  from  the  fymptoms  Vv^hich  pre- 
cede the  appearance  of  the  plica  in  dogs ; 
but  their  bite  never  produces  hydrophobia. 

Letter  Second.  Upon  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe, and  girls  of  the  town. 

Letter  Third.  Upon  the  cuftoms  and 
difeafes  of  the  Polifh  Jews. 

Letter  Fourth.  Upon  the  interment  of 
the  dead  within  the  cities. 


Letter 
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Letter  Fifth.  Upon  the  mineral  waters 
and  baths  in  Poland. 

» 

, Letter  Sixth.  Upon  the  flreet-beggars. 

Letter  Seventh.  Upon  quacks  and 
quackery. 

Letter  Eighth.  Upon  the  univerlity  of 
Cracow. 

Letter  Ninth.  Upon  the  academy  at 
Wilna. 

Letter  Tenth,  Upon  the  great  hofpital 
and  orphan-houfe  of  the  infant  Jefiis,  at 
W ar  faw* 


11. 
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EJfai  fur  le  Goitre  et  le  Cretmage^  "Efc*  1.  e„ 

EJfay  on  the  Bronchocele  and  Cretinifin^  in  which 
the  Caufes  why  thefe  Difeafes  affedi  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Valleys^  and  the  Phyfical  and  Mo- 
ral Means  which  ought  to  be  employed  to  pre-- 
vent  them^  are  invejiigated.  Turin* 

Vide  Richteri  Chirurgifche  Bibliotheh  i,  e. 
VdichtQt*S‘  Surgical  Library^  voL  xv,  Svo. 
Goettingen* 

The  ufual  feat  of  the  bronchocele  is  the 
thyroid  gland,  but  it  fometimes  ex- 
tends to  the  neighbouring  cellular  fubflancco 
When  the  fwelling  is  coniiderable,  it  affedls 
the  voice,  and  impedes  refpiration  by  its 
preiTure  on  the  recurrent  nerve  and  mufcles 
of  the  hyoid  bone  and  thyroid  cartilage. 
Our  author  thinks,  that  this  gland  moft  pro- 
bably ferves  to  fecrete  a fluid  for  keeping 
the  windpipe,  and  particularly  its  upper 
part,  confantly  niorft,  which  would  other- 
wife  be  parched,  from  the  continual  paf- 
fage  of  the  air  through  it.  The  epiglottis 
VoL.  I.  B ' ' and 
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and  arytenoid  cartilages  have  their  glands^ 
which  furnilh  them  with  moiflure.  The 
larynx  has  none  ; but  it  is  furnifhed  inter- 
nally with  a number  of  holes,  from  which 
mucus  may  be  prelled. , It  is  therefore  pro- 
bable, that  thefe  communicate  with  the 
thyroid  gland,  and  that  the  mucus  is  fecre- 
ted  by  it.  Our  author  at  leail  aifures  us, 
that  he  has  injected  it  Vv^ith  air  and  brandy 
through  them.  Through  thefe  openings, 
he  alfo  thinks  that  air  enters  the  gland  ori 
different  occahons,  as  cn  flrong  expiration, 
retention  of  the  breath,  &^c.  and  gives  rife 
to  the  wund  broiichocele.  ' . 

The  bronchocele'is  mofl  commonly  found 
amongd  the  inriaui  nts  of  low  valleys,  par- 
ticularly v/hen  their  dwellings  lie  at  the  bot- 
tom of  mountains,  near  a river  or  (landing 
water,  furrounded  wdth  wood,  and  much  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fouth  and  w^efl  v/inds.  It  is 
more  common  with  women  than  with  men; 
with  young,  than  v/itli  old  people ; with 
children,  than  v/ith  thofe  wdio  are  grown 
up  ; wuth  thofe  v/ho  have  a loofe,  foft  body, 
than  with  ^hoie  whofe  fieili  is  firmer,  yritli 
a thick  brown  fkin. 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  women  readily  be- 
eome  afFedled  with  bronchocele,  particularly 
during  their  pregnancy.  In  many  it  arifes 
very  quickly,  in' the  courfe  of  a hngle  night, 
and  then  it  is  generally  painful.  It'  cEen 
grows  lefs  afterwards ; but,  when  the  pro- 
per remedies  are  not  ufed,  it  fometimes  re- 
mains during  life.  Inthofe  countries  where 
the  bronchocele  is  not  endemic,  it  generally 
difappears  entirely  after  delivery,  particu- 
larly rvhen  it  was  not  very  large.  But 
when  the  pregnancies  come  foon  after  each 
other,  w^hen  in  each  of  them  the  gland  was 
much  fwelled,  and  particularly  wdien  the 
v/oman  lives  in  a country  where  the  difeale 
is  endemic j the  fwelling  around  the  gland 
difappears  after  delivery,  but  not  that  of 
the  gland  itfelf.  This,  on  the  contrary,  be- 
comes more  enlarged  every  time.  Moift 
w^armth  particularly  favours  the  growth  of 
the  crop  ; and  it  is  ufual  to  obferve,  that  it 
increafes  in  fummer,  and  grov/s  lefs,  or  en- 
tirely difappears  in  wdnter. 

The  bronchocele  varies  much  in  its  file 
and  form.  Sometimes  it  is  a circumfcribed 
fweQing^mr'tlie  fore-part  of  the  neck ; at 
B 2 other 
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other  times  the  whole  neck  is  preterna^^ 
turally  thick,  when  not  only  the  thyroid 
gland,  but  the  whole  cellular  fubitance,  is 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  Some  have  what 
is  called  an  internal  bronchocele,  and  in 
thefe  little  or  no  fwelling  is  perceptible. 

It  is  either  hereditary,  or  arifes  from  ac- 
cidental caufes.  Our  author  faw  three  nev/- 
ly  born  children  with  bronchoceles  j but  it 
is  not  often  congenital.  When  people  af- 
fected with  this  difeafe  intermarry  in  a coun- 
try where  the  difeafe  is  endemic,  it  is  firil 
perceived  in  the  fecond  or  third  generation, 
and  is  generally  united  with  a tendency  to 
cretinifm. 

The  accidental  bronchocele  arifes  fome- 
times  very  early.  Our  author  faw  a child, 
in  whom  it  was  already  perceptible  the  fif- 
tieth day  after  birth.  The  girls  get  it  fooner 
than  the  boys.  The  ufual  time  of  its  ap- 
pearance is  between  the  feventh  and  tenth 
year ; but  that  it  will  arife,  may  be  predict- 
ed in  fome  cafes  long  before.  Such  chil- 
dren are  commonly  beautiful,  have  a fine 
Ikin,  with  red  cheeks,  large  blew  eyes,  and 
light  hair.  They  are  alfo  often  very  live- 
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ly,  and  walk  foon.  As  foon  as  the  bron- 
chocele  appears,  every  thing  becomes 
changed,  the  eyes  grow  dull^  the  cheeks 
wan,  the  breathing  and  fpeech  difficult,  and 
the  child  generally  remains  of  a fmall  iizeo 
The  mental  faculties  become  weak ; and, 
amongft  the  common  people,  fuch  a child 
often  approaches  to  a real  cretin ; among 
the  wealthy,  indeed,  education  often  dimi- 
nifnes  the  influence  of  the  phylical  evil. 

Several  writers  confound  bronchocele  with 
fcrofula.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  they 
have  great  fimilarity  in  many  circumftances, 
but  in  reality  they  are  very  different.  To 
both  difeafes,  people  weak  from  age,  fex, 
conftitution,  or  previous  difeafe ; the  inha- 
bitants of  low  moiff  countries  are  mofl:  liable. 

I 

Children  with  a very  foft  flefh,  fair  hair, 
blue  eyes,  and  fine  ikin,  are  not  only  mofl 
fubje(fl;  to  bronchocele,  but  alfo  to  fcrofula. 
They  are  both  fometimes  hereditary.  Scro- 
fula occafions  fometimes  a fwelling  of  the 
glands  of  the  neck,  refembling  the  real 
bronchocele,  and  the  tv/o  difeafes  are  even 
occafionally  conjoined. 

Notwithftanding  this  refemblance,  there 
B ^ exifls' 
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exiils  the  following  elT^ntial  diilinflion  be- 
tween  thefe  difeafes.  Scrofula  depends  not 
only  upon  a debility  of  the  folids,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  the  glands,  but  alfo  upoii  a thick, 
ill-conditioned,  and  acrimonious  lymph.  Tt 
is  an  iiniverfal  difeafe,  vdiile  bronchocele,  on 
the  contrary,  is  merely  a local  affedlion  of 
the  neck.  Scrofula  appeto  feldom  before 
the  age  of  t¥7o  years,  nor  after  that  of  ten 
or  twelve.  It  grows  lefs,  and  even  difap- 
pears,  when,  from  increafe  of  years,  the 
body  becomes  ftronger  and  firmer,  particu- 
larly about  the  age  of  puberty,  and  the  firfi 
appearance  of  the  menilrual  difcharge. 
Bronchocele  appears  fometimes  foon  after 
birth,  generally  between  the  feventh  and 
tenth  year,  but  alfo  at  every  other  period. 
It  arifes  from  accidental  caufes.  A flrong 
healthy  perfon  becomes  affedled  with  it,  by 
living  a few  years  v/liere  it  is  endemic. 
Scrofula  never  arifes  fo,  Bronchocele  may 
be  perfeclly  cured,  if  the  patieut  only  chan- 
ges his  place  of  abode.  It  requires  merely 
refolvent  remedies ; fcrofula,  thefe  alfo,  at 
times,  but  much  oftener  roborants. 

Where  bronchocele  is  endemic,  it  is  ufual- 

ly 
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ly  afcrihed  to  the  drinking  of  fnow-water, 
but  faifeiy,  in  thofe  very  countries  nearell 
to  the  gletfchern,  where  the  fnow  and  ice 
water  ifreaming  from  them  is  drunk,  it  is 
very  rare.  This  water  does  not  come  into 
the  country  where  bronchocele  is  comm  n,  ' 
till  after  it  has  run  a confideiable  way 
through  rocks,  woods,  and  meadows. 

Others  believe,  that  it  is  to  be  afcribed 
to  the  felenite  contained  in  the  water  drunks 
But  this  is  likewife  doubtful.  The  water, 
which  is  drunk  in  thofe  countries  where  it 
is  endemic,  contains,  according  to  the  ex- 
periments of  our  author,  much  lefs  earthy 
matter,  than  in  many  other  parts  of  Savoy, 
where  it  is  unknown.  There  are  countries 
in  Savoy,  where  the  water  is  fully  faturated 
with  felenite,  and  where  bronchocele  is  ne- 
verthelefs  rare.  That  ilony  concretions  are 
fometimes  found  in  bronchoceles,  proves  no- 
thing, They  were  certainly  not  depolited 
there  from  the  Vvater  drunk. 

The  caufe  of  this  difeafe  has  been  even 
thought  to  lie  in  the  frequent  ufe  of  coarfe 
earthy  food.  It  is  true,  that  in  that  part 
of  Savoy,  where  it  is  moil  common,  the 
B 4 peafanta 
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peafaiits  lives  chieliy  tipon  chefnuts,  and 
other  fucli  coarfe  fubftances.  But  there  are 
alfo  dihrids  of  Savoy,  vLere  the  common 
man  bakes  his  bread  only  twice  in  the  year; 
and,  except  this  bread,  which  he  mull  break 
with  the  ax,  he  never  taftes  any  thing  but 
potatoes,  peafe,  lentils,  and,  ' at  the  utmoft, 
a piece  of  hard,  fmoked  meat ; and  yet  we 
fmdthere,  neither  broncliocele  nor  cretipifm, 
but  ilrong  healthy  people.  In  fome  moun- 
tainous places,  they  live  almoll  entirely  up- 
on cheefe,  and  yet  have  no  bronchocele ; 
which,  on  the  contrary,  (in  a country  where 
it  is  endemic),  fometimes  deforms  the  weal- 
thy mailer  of  a plentiful  table. 

Dr  Fodere  conliders  the  moill,  warm  air, 
which  is  always  found  in  the  valleys  v/here 
bronchocele  is  endemic,  as  the  principle 
caufe,  both  of  it  and  of  cretinifm.  On  exa- 
mination, the  greater  or  lefs  moillure  of  the 
air  will  be  always  found  to  bear  a propor-- 
•tion  to  the  frequency  of  the  difeafe.  The 
fituatioiis  in  which  it  is  moll  common,  are 
ahways  narrow  and  deep  vales,  with  run- 
ning or  Handing  tvater,  and  ever-green- 
trees,  warmed  by  the  rehedion  of  the  fun’s 
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rays,  fo  that  the  inhabitants  live  as  if  in  a 
vapour-bath.  That  this  warm  moifture  is  the 
real  caufe  of  thefe  difeafes,  is  rendered  more 
probable  from  the  following  reafons : Weak 
people  have  bronchocele  more  frequently 
than  ftrong  people,  women  than  men,  chil- 
dren than  adults,  thefe  than  the  aged.  It 
generally  increafes  in  fummer,  and  dimi- 
nifhes  in  winter.  As  we  leave  the  low  val- 
leys, and  approach  the  higher  and  more 
open  lituations,  brorichocele  is  more  rarely 
obfervable,  and,  in  general,  fewer  difeafes 
of  debility. 

It  will  indeed  be  faid,  that  there  are 
many  countries  where  the  air  is  very  moift, 
in  which  this  difeafe  is  not  endemic.  But 
it  muft  be  remarked,  that  thefe  are  not 
confined,  but  open  and  free  countries,  over 
which  the  wind  blows  unimpeded. 

A number  of  remedies  have  been  always 
recommended  againfi:  this  difeafe ; but  it  v/ill 
be  found,  that  they  all  contain  an  alcali, 
and  are  confequently  refolvents.  Among 
all  thefe,  none  is  fo  celebrated  or  common 
as  calcined  fponge.  Perhaps,  if  it  were  not 
burnt,  but  given  in  decodlion,  as  Herrnfch- 
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wand  recommended,  it  Vv^ould  be  ftill  mofd 
efficacious.  Our  author  has  always  giveii 
it  half  burnt,  mixed  into  an  elecluary,  with 
fome  cinnamon  and  honey,  and  wdth  con- 
ilant  fuccefs.  The  patient  takes  the  ze 
of  a nut  three  times  a-day,  until  the  bron- 
chocele  difappears,  which  commonly  takes 
place  v/ithin  fourteen  days.  He  has  alfo 
lifed  foap  fuccefsfully  and  v/hen  neither 
the  one  nor  other  of  thefe  remedies  were  of 
fervice,  he  gave  fulphurated  potalh,  diiToL 
ved  in  water.  The  dofe  was  daily  thirty 
grains,  dilTolved  in  a bottle  of  water,  con- 
tinued until  the  cure  was  effedled. 

During  the  ufe  cf  any  remedy,  it  is  al- 
vrays  advifeable,  that  the  patient  take,  at 
the  beginning,  and  every  fourteen  days  af- 
terwards, a laxative  ; that  he  do  not  fwal- 
low  the  remedy  immediately,  but  hold  it 
fome  time  in  his  mouth,  becaufe  experience 
Ihews,  that  thus  the  remedy  works  much 
more  flronglj  and  quickly ; and  laftly,  that 
the  patient  always  keep  the  bronchocele 
covered  and  warm.  The  author  thinks,  that 
the  medicine  has  more  eifetl,  when  it  is 
taken  during  the  wane  of  the  moon.  With 
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children,  who  do  not  readily  take  internal 
Remedies,  external  ones  may  be  employed. 
Sometimes  more  frequent  rubbing  with  dry 
well-fmoked  cloths,  or  faponaceous  reme- 
dies, or  camphor-favle,  is  of  great  advan- 
tage. It  is  very  probable,  fays  our  author, 
that  the  internal  remedies  againlt  broncho- 
cele  do  not  get  at  the  place  of  their  intend- 
ed operation  by  the  common  way,  but  are 
immediately  carried  by  the  lymphatics  of 
the  mouth  into  the  gland ; for  experience 
really  fhews,  that  thefe  remedies  operate 
much  more  quickly,  when  the  patient  holds 
them  fome  time  in  his  mouth,  than  when 
he  fwallows  them  immediately  ; and  they . 
fometimes  remove  a broiichocele  in  fo  fmall 
a quantity,  and  in  fo  fUort  a time,  that  it  is 
fcarcely  poflible  to  believe  that  they  ope- 
rate through  the  medium  of  the  whole  mafs 
of  fluids. 

From  the  above-mentioned  remedies,  fuc- 
cefs  can  only  be  expefled  when  the  bron- 
chocele  is  not  large,  old,  or  very  hard.  If 
it  is  fo,  our  foie  reliance  mufl  be  on  furgical 
means.  When  it  has  a fmall  bafls,  there 
is  no  doubt  but  that  its  extirpation  may  be 
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undertaken  with  hopes  of  fuccefs.  But  if 
it  be  feparated  into  feveral  knots,  conneded 
by  a broad  bails,  fpread  out  on  both  iides 
of  the  neck,  and  furrounded  with  large 
varicofe  veiiels,  the  operation  can  hardly  be 
attempted. 

Twice  has  our  author  feen  the  operation 
fuccefsfully  performed  in  the  following  man- 
ner. 

The  fargeon  firft  made  a crucial  inciiion 
through  the  ikin,  and  laid  the  gland  bare. 
As  foon  as  he  met  wdth  an  artery,  he  tied 
it  diredly.  He  now  divided  the  bared 
gland,  to  fee  whether  it  was  fchirrous  or 
not.  In  the  latter  cafe,  he  had  nothing  to 
do ; but  by  repeated  preffure  both  iides, 
and  frequent  itroking,  to  prefs  out  the  mu- 
cus accumulated  in  the  gland,  which  ter- 
minates the  operation.  To  prevent  a new 
accumulation  and  fwelling,  he  carefully  de- 
ftroyed  all  the  cellular  fubitance  between 
the  gland  and  the  ikin.  A very  hard  ci- 
catrice ufually  followed,  which  prevents  a 
new  fwelling  from  ariiing.  But  if  the  gland 
be  really  fchirrous,  it  mufc  be  completely  ex- 
tirpated, and  every  veifel  tvhich  bleeds  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  tied.  This  operation,  however, 
requires  great  caution,  and  a pradlifed  hand. 
If  the  operation  is  not  performed,  a feton 
may  be  drawn  through  the  tumour.  Our 
author  advifes  it  to  be  inferted  from  above 
dowmward^.  The  pus  has  thus  a better 
jpafiage,  and  the  great  velTels  and  recur- 
rent nerve  are  more  ealily  avoided.  The 
cord  may  be  covered  with  an  ointment, 
.containing  fome  lapis  caufticus. 
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Ueber  AJlhma  acutum  periodiciim  Millar i , 
und  Angina  polypofa  membranacea. 

Upon  the  AJlhma  acutum  periodiciim  Millari 
( the  hives ) ; and  the  Angina  polypofa^ 
membranacea  ( the  croup J,  A diagnojtical 
fragment^  by  Dr  J.  E.  Wichmann,  Phyft- 
dan  to  the  EleElor  of  Hanover, 

See  Journal  der  pradfifchen  Heilkunde^ 

i.  e. 


Journal  of  Pradical  Medicine  and  Surgery^ 
publifoed  by  C.  W.  Hufeland,  Profejfor  of 
Medicine  at  Jena.  VoL  j,  ^vo.  Jena.  1795. 

THese  difeafes  have  been  almoft  uni- 
verfally  confounded  with  each  other, 
which  has  given  rife  to  the  conftant  difpute, 
whether  they  were  fpafmodic  or  inflamma- 
tory. The  prefent  eiFay  is  likely  to  decide 
the  queftion,  by  fhewing  that  they  are 

really 


MEDICINE,  1796.  3? 

really  two  different  difeafes.  Their  great 
iimilarity,  their  ufuaiiy  attacking  children, 
who  cannot  defcribe  their  fenfations,  and 
their  rapid  termination , render  the  diagnoiis 
extremely  diihcult ; and  yet  an  immediate 
decihon  is  no  where  more  neceffary,  iince 
the  molt  vigorous  means  muft  be  ufed,  on 
the  firfl;  or  fecond  day,  for  the  recovery  of 
the  patient.  Previous  to  pointing  out  the 
diagnoiis,  Dr  Wichmann  defcribes  both  dif- 
eafes at  full  length,  from  his  own  obferva- 
tion,  forgetting  for  the  moment  that  he  had 
read  the  authors  who  have  treated  of  them. 

The  ailhma  of  Millar  is  not  a chronic 
dlfeafe,  as  might  be  concluded  from  its 
name,  and  differs  frorn  all  other  afthmas,  in 
affedling,  almoit  fclely  and  excluiively,  chil- 
dren, while  they  attack  only  old  people. 
Dr  Wichmann  has  feen  but  one  exantple  qf 
an  adult,  a v/oman  of  forty  years,  labouring 
under  this  difeafe.  The  children  attacked 
by  it,  all  enjoyed,  a fhort  time  before,  a ilate 
of  perfedl  health,  and  were  between  two 
and  feven  years  old,  one  only  ftill  at  the 
breail.  The  difeafe  comes  on  gradually, 
under  the  form  of  common  catarrh,  with 
% little 
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little  fever,  without  vomiting  or  fhivering, 
fymptoms  which  commonly  precede  im- 
portant difeafes  in  children ; fo  that  they 
can  remain  out  of  bed,  and  even  go  abroad, 
during  the  hrH  day.  It  however  fuddenly 
changes,  during  the  firft  two  days,  into  a 
violent  ftraitnefs  of  the  whole  breaft,  and 
the  little  patients  exprefs  their  unealinefs, 
by  anxious  motions  and  reillefsnefs.  Cough 
is  feldom,  if  ever  prefent,  or  conliderable. 
But  the  fymptom  diftinguifhing  it  from  all 
other  affedions  of  the  breaft,  is  the  hoarfe 
voice,  and  its  remarkably  peculiar  found, 
during  the  laborious  refpiration,  fo  hollow, 
of  fo  deep  a bafs,  and  fo  loud,  that  it  may 
be  heard  feveral  yards  from  the  patient. 
This  hollow  tone  might  alone  ftiew,  that 
very  little  mucus  is  colleded  in  the  lungs 
or  trachea ; the  patients,  belides,  expedo- 
rate  nothing ; and  as  little  flows  frOm  the 
nofe,  which,  like  the  tongue,  is  dry.  Thefe 
fymptoms  might  lead  an  obferver  to  think, 
that  it  v/as  merely  a catarrh,  which  had  be- 
come peripneumonic,  particularly  as  it 
feems  always  to  be  produced,  according  to 
our  author’s  obfervation,  in  winter,  and  by 

# catching 
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catching  cold.  But  it  may  be  dhlingiiiili- 
ed  by  the  incomparably  greater  difficulty 
of  refpiration,  and  by  the  gradual  diminu- 
tion of  this  and  all  other  troublefome  fymp- 
toms,  after  they  have  continued  lome  hours. 
The  child  again  breathes  with  greater  eafe, 
can  lie  quietly  upon  its  back,  fpeaks  and 
plays,  though  with  indifference.  The  dif- 
eafe  now  feems  to  be  a common  catarrh, 
and  to  deferve  little  attention.  But  woe  to 
the  phyfician  who  is  deceived  into  fecurity 
by  the  natural  and  foft  refpiration!  For 
fcarcely  has  the  remiflion  with  this  appearance 
of  a fortunate  change,  continued  twelve,  or 
at  the  utmoft,  twenty-four  hours,  when  the 
difficulty  of  refpiration  comes  on  in  a greater 
degree  than  before,  attended  with  increafe 
of  fever,  and  a fmall  ami  quick  pulfe  ; the 
child  now  runs  the  greateft  danger  of  fuffo- 
cation,  and  indeed  fometimes  dies;  the  face 
grows  red,  and  with  every  refpiration  the 
trachea  is  drawn  downwards,  or  rather  the 
fiioulders  are  elevated : all  the  mufcles 
which  have  the  lead  aciion  in  refpiration,  as 
well  as  the  abdominal,  are  fet  into  the  moft_ 
violent  motion,  and  all  their  powers  exert- 
Yol.  I.  G ed 
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ed  by  the  child  to  draw  and  retain  breath ; 
the  noitrils  are  more  expanded  than  in  any 
other  dileafe ; even  the  fmail  mufcles  of  the 
face  are  contr'adfed  : the  child  is  covered 
by  a profufe  fweat,  and,  in  this  deplorable 
hate,  varies  its  attitude,  in  the  vain  hopes 
of  relief,  and  fometimes  in  defpair  tears  the 
hair  from  its  head  ; at  laft  it  becomes  blue 
in  the  face,  and  particularly  in  the  lips  ; it 
lores  breath  fo  much,  that  it  hardly  has  any 
to  fpeak ; and  it  is  hill  lefs  able,  in  this 
dreadful  iituation,  to  drink  or  fuck,  from 
the  rapidity  of  its  refpiration.  A real  ob- 
llrudlion  to  fwallowing  in  the  pharynx,  or 
ccfophagus,  exifts  as  little  here  as  in  the 
croup ; it  feems  as  if  the  lungs  were  fpaf- 
modicaily  contracted,  and  thus  did  not 
admit  of  the  lead  expanfion.  If  the  child 
is  able  to  explain  its  fenfations,  it  complaiits 
of  no  pungent  local  pain,  but  of  one  which 
is  dull,  and  fpread  over  the  whole  bread. 
If,  in  this  iituation,  it  do  not  receive  the  ne- 
ceffary  help,  if  its  phyhcian  endeavour  to 
evacuate  the  mucus,  and  aid  expectoration, 
and  if  he  ti  eat  the  difeafe  with  antiphlogif- 
tic,  refoivmg,  or  fimilar  remedies,  the 
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dreadful  breathing  may  diminiili  once  more, 
not  from  the  adlion  of  the  medicines,  but 
becaufe  it  is  the  coiirfe  of  the  difeafe.  For, 
in  the  next  paroxyfm,  vrhich  now  comes  on 
much  looner  than  the  former  one,  the  ex- 
crement is  paffed  involuntary,  although  the 
child  retains  confcioufnefs  to  the  lad: ; the 
pulfe  becomes  fmaller  and  quicker,  fome- 
times  intermittent ; ,the  anxiety  changes  into 
druggies  of  death,  and  the  child  expires 
wdthin  eight  days  from  the  beginning  of 
the  difeafe,  from  the  want  of  air,  in  the  • 
ilridled  fenfe  of  the  word ; it  dies  a death, 
in  comparifom  of  which  drowning  mud:  be 
ioft  and  fpeedy.  The  hril  cafe  of  this  kind 
occurred  to  our  author  in  1770,  and  was 
treated  as  an  inflammatory  difeafe  of  the 
bread,  but  in  vain.  To  Millar’s  vrork,  which 
foon  after  came  into  his  hands,  he  confeires 
that  he  is  indebted  for  loling  only  one 
child  afterw’ards,  when  called  in  time.  In 
the  cafe  proving'  fatal,  dideciion  fliewed  the 
trachea  and  lungs  perfectly  natural.  Dr  ■ 
Vviclimann  has  always  treated  it  as  a fpaf- 
modic  difeafe  wdth  mufK,  which  lie  recom- 
mends, in  this  cafe,  as  a remedy  as  certain  . 
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and  fpecific  as  any  Vv^e  are  poiTefTed  of 
againft  any  difeafe. 

In  the  croup,  the  patients,  generally  chiL 
dren,  have  likewife  a difficult  refpiration, 
accompanied  by  violent  fever.  This  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  is,  however,  occafioned 
by  an  obftrudion  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
windpipe,  and  the  glottis  is  contracted  ; fo 
that  the  found  of  the  breathing  is  not,  as 
in  Millar’s  afchma,  hollow,  like  the  barking 
of  a large  dog,  but  fmall,  treble,  and  crow- 
ing, fomethmg  like  the  cry  of  a .’ow  when 
frightened,  it  is  alfo  obfervable  at  a greater 
diitance  from  the  patient,  and  efpecially 
remarkable  in  coughing,  deep  refpiration,  or 
fpeaking.  The  children  are  alfo  attacked 
in  the  beginning  with  a far  greater  degree 
of  fever,  lie  continually  lick  from  the  fird ; 
and  though  the  fymptoms  of  anxious,  op- 
preffied,  and  quick  refpiration,  are  not  quite 
fo  dreadful^  on  the  other  handj  they  con- 
tinue without  any  remiffion  of  their  feve- 
rity.  The  cough  here  is  not  of  the  common 
catarrhal  kind,  nor  fo  dry  as  in  Millar’s 
aflhma.  The  child  does  not  become,  from 
the  pain^  blue  in  the  face,  but  merely  red- 
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der  than  naturally,  and  the  lips  are  brown, 
as  in  fever;  it  fweats  more  in  the  begin- 
ning, which  only  comes  on  in  the  latter 
ftage  of  the  other  difeafe.  The  child  en- 
deavours to  obtain  eafe,  more  by  coughing 
than  in  the  other  complaint,  and  to  get  rid 
of  the  obftrudlioii  to  its  refpiration,  and 
fometimes  expectorates  mucous,  pafty,  tough, 
and  at  lad,  though  feldom,  purulent  matter, 
and  fometimes  long  pieces  of  an  adlually 
formed  Hough,  by  which  it  is  often  faved; 
It  has  not,  in  fwallowing,  any  difficulty,  ex- 
cept what  is  occaiioned  by  the  quick  refpi- 
ration ; and  it  fometimes  finds  its  breathing 
eafed,  by  bending  back,  or  laying  down  its 
head ; whereas,  in  Millar’s  afthma,  the  up- 
right pofition  is  the  eafieft.  The  croup  alfo 
increafes  confiaritly  in  violence,  and  the 
patient  often  dies,  however  well  treated, 
pofiefied  of  perfect  confcioufnefs,  and  rarely 
convulfed. 

Although,  from  thefe  defcriptions,  the  dif- 
cafes  may  be  readily  diftinguifhed  ; yet,  for 
the  fake  of  perfpicuity,  Dr  Wichmann  has 
brought  their  various  fymptoms  under  a 
defer  comparative  view ; and  as  accurate 
C 3 diagnofis 
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diagnofis  appears  to  us.  to  be  the  founda-- 
tion  of  fuccefs  in  pradice,  we  fhall  alfo  fol- 
low him  in  this  part  of  his  Eflay,  in  fpite  of 
the  frequent  repetitions  it  occalions. 

a.  Both  difeafes  agree  in  beginning  in  fo 
ilight  a manner,  as  often  to  lead  the  phjli- 
cian  to  think  them  limple  catarrh. 

h.  Although  Millar’s  afthma  fometimes 
attack  adults,  yet  children  are  in  general 
the  victims  of  both  difeafes. 

c.  The  patients  die  in  both  difeafes  equal- 
ly foon.  But  when  a child  dies  fuddenly, 
from  an  attack  of  difficult  refpiration,  v/e 
may  be  certain  that  it  has  died  rather  of 
Miliar’s  aflhma  than  of  the  croup. 

d,  Millar’s  afchma  is  never  epidemic,  but 
always  fporadic ; it  arifes,  however,  like  the 
croup  in  cold  weather,  and  generally  from 
catching  cold  ; and  Dr  Wichmann  fa3^s,  he 
might  add,  during  the  blowing  of  eafterly 
v/inds.  Home  found  the  croup  frequent 
on  the  fea-coall;  Ghili,  epidemic  in  Italy  in 
1749;  Rofenitein,  and  others,  in  Sweden, 
and  von  Bergen  almoit  fo.  Therefore,  when 
feveral  children  at  the  fame  place  lie  ill  of 
a fufpicious  difficult  refpiration,  and  we  have 
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no  right  idea  of  the  difeafe,  it  is  much  more 
probably  of  croup,  and  we  iliould  have  re« 
courfe  to  refolvents,  until  the  diagnofis  be- 
come clear.  Dr  Wichmann  fays,  that  from 
his  own  experience,  he  has  no  evidence 
that  croup  is  contagious,  but  that  its  pro- 
bability reds  upon  v/hat  others  have  faid ; 
whereas  the  Miliar’s  ailhma  is  certainly  not 
contagious. 

e.  The  difficulty  of  fwallowing,  in  both 
difeafes,  is  occalioned  only  by  the  patient’s 
not  being  able  to  retain  their  breath  long 
enough,  without  danger  of  fuffocation.  How- 
ever, in  croup  there  is  a dead  pain  at  the 
top  of  the  windpipe  ; and  Home  difcoveVed 
a flight  fv/elling  there  ; which  is  never  the 
cafe  in  Millar’s  aflhma. 

f.  Difieclion  points  out  the  diagnofis  mofi; 
certainly,  but  too  late  to  be  of  any  ufe.  In 
the  croup,  a colleHion  of  mucous,  fometimes 
purulent,  but  generally  floughly  matter,  is 
found  in  the  windpipe,  and  fometimes  even 
in  the  bronchise. 

g.  During  the  life  of  the  patient,  the  pe- 
culiarity of  found  in  rafpiration,  is  one  of 
the  mod  certain  didindions.  The  cough 
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is  alfo  different ; in  Millar’s  afllima,  it  is  at 
moft  inconfiderable  ; but  in  the  croup,  it 
feems  as  if  fomething  were  loofe,  and  fhould 
be  coughed  up,  which  often  happens  to  the 
relief  of  the  patient ; it  is  alfo  much  more 
frequent,  and  continued  even  to  vomiting, 
and  is  increafed  from  taking  in  aliment ; . fo 
that  on  this  account  alfo  children  refufe  to 
fwallow. 

k.  LafUy,'  the  courfe  of  thefe  difeafes  is 
quite  different.  In  Millar’s  allhma,  the 
fjmptoms  remit,  and  again  return  with 
greater  violence  than  before  ; whereas,  in 
the  croup,  they  come  on  gradually,  and  con»* 
tinue  conftantly  increafing ; and  the  urine 
is  not,  as  in  the  other  difeafe,  pale. 

Dr  Wichmann  concludes  this  accurate 
Effay,  with  lamenting,  that  he  has  not  fo 
certain  a remedy  to  recommend  againfl  the 
croup,  as  miifk  is  againfl:  Millar’s  affhma, 
for  here  it  does  no  good.  Hence,  though 
fimilar,  thefe  difeafes  require  different  treat* 
mentv 


IV, 
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IV. 

Von  der  Wirkung  der  Graiiola  im  Wahnfinn  ; u 

Of  the  Effed  of  Graiiola  in  Madnefs^  by  L.  F. 
B.  Lentin. 

See  Journal  der  PraSlifchen  Heilkunde  ; L e. 
Journal  of  Pradical  Medidne  and  Surgery^ 
publifed  by  W.  Hufeland,  Profejfor  of 
Medidne  at  Jena^  VoL  L Jena,  1795. 

Dr  Lentin  dbferves,  that,  although  we 
have  deferted  the  ufe  of  hellebore 
in  madnefs,  it  is  ftill  an  axiom  among  old 
phyficians,  to  treat  that  difeafe  in  moft  cafes 
with  emetics  and  purgatives ; and  that  we 
are  only  too  timorous,  or  too  bold,  in  our 
choice  of  them.  Our  author  has  been  fo 
fortunate,  as  to  derive  great  advantage,  in 
three  fucceilive  cafes,  from  the  powder  of 
Gratiola. 

Two  of  the  patients  were  brothers,  whofe 
father  was  not  adually  mad,  but  only 
crazy.  His  brother  was  completely  de- 
ranged, 
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ranged,  and  contined  fq  till  his  death,  in  his 
65th  year.  Both  brothers  were  feized,  at 
an  early  period  of  life,  after  unufually  hard 
iludy.  . Praife  and  reward  hiarpened  their 
deiire  of  lioiioiir  ; and,  redoubling  their  in- 
duftry,  they  denied ' themfelves  deep,  and 
every  invigorating  recreation.  In  place  of 
reafoii,  fantafy  arofe,  which  would  not  be 
led  aright  by  any  reprefentation.  At  firit. 
every  adion  perfedly  refembled  Addifon’s 
defcription  of  a dream : “ The  foul,  in  dreams, 
‘‘  converfes  with  numberlefs  beings  of  her 
own  creation,  and  is  tranfported  into  ten 
thoiifarid  fcenes  of  her  ov/n  railing.  She 
“ is  lierfelf  the  theatre,  the  adors,  and  the 
‘‘  beholder  and  behdes,  the  patient  al- 
ways plays  the  mod  important  and  confpi- 
cuous  part.  Every  thing  paiTed  hitherto 
pretty  quietly;  the  nights' alone  were  deep- 
Icfs,  and  fpent  in  frequently  changed  ideas. 
At  lad  the  delirium  of  one  of  them  increa- 
fed  fo  much,  that  he  attacked  his  mother 
and  attendants,  and  leapt  out  of  his  v/in- 
dow,  though  'without  being  materially  hurt. 
Dr  Lentin  did  not  obferve  in  him  the  fymp- 
tom  defcribed  by  Auenbrugger,  the  retrac- 


tion 
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tion  of  one  or  both  tefticles,  which  is  faid 
to  take  place. 

The  patient  was  at  firft  copioully  bled ; 
and  as  none  of  the  ufual  remedies  v/ere 
ilrong  enough  to  procure  the  necelfary  eva- 
cuations, he  v/as  made  to  vomit  with  from 
three  to  five  grains  of  white  vitriol,  after 
that  he  had  got  a ftimulating  clyfter.  Dr 
Lentin  now  prefcribed  for  him  half  a fcruple 
of  powdered  Gratiola  every  morning,  and 
as  much  every  evening,  with  a decoclion 
of  grafs-root  for  his  drink.  This  was  con- 
tinued, until  the  returning  irritability  of  the 
vifcera  rendered  a diminution  of  the  dofe 
necelfary.  After  the  evacuation  of  a great 
quantity  of  bilious  matter,  he  was  completely 
reltored;  as  wxre  alfo  the  other  two,  by  the 
fame  method  of  treatment.  They  were  all 
of  a temperament  which  indicated  ilrong, 
flimulating  remedies. 


Bemerliungen  uher  die  m Herhjl,  1795,  in  und 
bey  Jena  aufgehrochne  Rubrepidemie^  und 
der  aufgezeichneten  Nuizen  der  Nux  Vomi- 
ca in  derfelben  ; i,  e.  Remarks  upon  the  Dy- 
fentery^  which  was  epidemic  at  Jena  in  au- 
tumn 1795,  and  the  diftinguijhed  good  effecis 
of  the  Nux  Vomica  in  it*  By  Prof.  C.  W. 
Hufeland. 

See  Journal  der  PraSfifchen  Heilkunde^  "i^c.  ; 
/.  e*  Journal  of  R radical  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery, publifhed  by  G.  V/.  Hufeland,  VoL  L 


Jena,  Zvo,  1795.  ' 


Ysentery  is  a difeafe  extremely  un- 


ft  W common  at  Jena,  on  account  of  its 
mountainous  and  dry  fituation,  but  a con- 
currence of  circumilances  produced  it  in 
autumn  1775.  After  a very  hard  winter^ 
the  country  was  repeatedly  overflowed. 
The  fummer  was  cool,  rather  than  warm, 
and  moifl.  During  the  harveil,  in  the  be- 
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ginning  of  Auguftj  eight  days  of  violent 
heat,  Vvdth  cold  nights,  came  fuddenly  on^ 
and  exadly  at  this  time  the  hrft  traces  of 
dyfentery  appeared.  Much  unripe  fruit 
was  eaten,  and  alfo  potatoes,  although  the 
too  early  ufe  of  the  latter  is  forbidden,  both 
in  the  Duke  of  Weimar’s  and  in  the  Pruf- 
ilan  terjitories.  The  number  of  hck  in- 
creafed  till  the  end  of  September ; but  in 
Odlober,  which  was  warm  and  pleafant,  it 
decreafed.  In  the  city,  it  only  alFebled  the 
poor ; in  the  country,  it  was  more  common 
and  dangerous.  This  treatife  is  the  refult 
of  obfervations  made  on  about  140  patients. 

The  difeafe  generally  came  on  fuddenly, 
but  was  fometimes  preceded  by  diarrlima, 
pains  in  the  ftoiiiach  and  bowels,  &c.  Its 
, confcant  fymptoms  v/ere,  violent  pain  in  the 
bowels,  and  particularly  at  the  navel  and 
llomach,  continual  neceffity  of  going  to 
ilool,  painful  tenefmus,  accompanied ' by  a 
mucous  or  bloody  difcharge,  fmall  indeed, 
but  fometimes  fo  frequent,  that  the  redum 
hardly  ever  ceafed  to  evacuate.  Fever  was 
very  feldom  entirely  abfent ; it  fometimes 
came  on  in  the  beginning,  fometimes  after 

feveral 
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feveral  days,  and  generally  kept  pace  with 
the  ftate  of  the  other  fymptoms.  The 
tongue  often  remained  quite  clean,  and 
fome  patients  never  loft  their  appetite.  The 
ftvin  was  commonly  dry,  and  the  heat  mo- 
derate, The  ftrength  feemed  to  depend 
entirely  on  the  quantity  of  matter  evacua- 
ted. In  a few  days,  a patient  might  be  ex- 
haufted,  even  to  death  ; but  if  the  e v^acua- 
tion  ceafed,  the  recovery  was  equally  rapid. 
The  duration  of  the  difeafe  varied,  from 
two  days  to  as  many  weeks,  and  relapfes 
w^ere  extrem.ely  frequent.  It  was  moft  dan- 
gerous for  perfons  enfeebled  by  previous 
difeafe  or  old  age,  for  pregnant  women ^ 
and  for  weakly  children,  efpecially  thofe 
affecled  with  worms,  or  who  were  teething. 
When  the  evacuations  were  very  foetid,  and 
continued  to  increafe  in  quantity,  and  the 
pulfe  in  quicknefs,  v/hen  emetics  did  not 
operate,  when  the  patient  vomited  fponta- 
neouily,  wdth  an  increafe  of  the  other  fymp-  ’ 
toms,  when  the  abdomen  was  hard  and  dif- 
tended,  with  a fixed  pain  and  fenftbility  to 
external  impreftions,  fniall  pulfe,  and  cold- 
nefs  of  the  extremities,  when  aphthae  ap- 
peared 
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peared  in  the  mouth  and  return,  the  prog- 
noils  was  unfavourable.  The  good  iigns  were, 
a foft  and  moifl  ikin,  a decreafe  of  the  eva- 
cuation  and  teneimus,  feculent  ftools,  reco« 
very  of  appetite,  the  ready  aflion  of  narco- 
tic remedies,  and  when  the  mental  and 
corporeal  powers  did  not  link  fuddenly. 
Death  happened  either  from  mere  exhauftion 
of  itrength,  from  the  inflammation,  or  was 
preceded  by  fymptoms  of  putrefcency. 

ProfelTor  Hufeland  thinks,  that  the  proxi- 
mate caufe  of  the  dyfentery  conflfls  in  a con- 
vulflve,  increafed  irritation  and  ofcillation 
of  the  large  inteflines,  and  particularly  the 
refltim ; that  it  is  a merely  local  difeafe, 
and  differs  only  from  gonorrhcea  and  ca- 
tarrh in  its  feat.  Fever  is  not  an  eflential 
fymptom,  but  is  eafily  excited,  on  ac- 
count of  the  importance  of  the  organs  af- 
feded.  Our  author  faw  feveral  cafes  where 
the  fymptoms  remained  during  the  whole 
time  entirely  local. 

The  caufes  producing  an  increafed  acfioii 
of  the  inteflines,  may.  be  either  a flimulus, 
ading  on  thefe  parts,  or  their  augmented 
irritability.  The  flimulus  may  be  either 

topical 
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topical  or  confenfuaK  But  the  caufe  of 
primary  and  epidemic  ^dyfenteries  is  to  be 
found,  Profeifor  Hufeland  thinks,  in  the  ac- 
tion of  continued  warmth,  followed  fudden- 
ly  by  moift  cold.  The  heat  increafes  the 
adion  of  the  fuperficial  veiTels,  and  aug- 
ments the  flow  of  fluids  into  them ; in  the 
fame  proportion,  it  exhaufts  the  internal 
parts,  and  weakens  the  organs  of  digeflion ; 
by  being  continued,  it  ads  upon  the  con- 
flituents  of  our  body,  caufing  new  combi- 
nations and  evolutions  of  ftimulating  and 
acrid  matters,  particularly  in  the  perfpirable 
matter  and  bile,  and  gives  them  a tendency 
to  the  furface.  In  this  date  is  the  body, 
when  cold  and  moiflure  are  applied ; the 
habitually  increafed  adion  of  the  fkin  is 
fuddenly  opprefTed,  and  refleded  upon  the 
inteflines  from  natural  confent  of  parts,  and 
their  previous  debility ; the  acrid  matter  of 
perfpiration  is  now  thrown  back  upon  them, 
and  the  confequence  is  cholera  or  dyfen^ 
tery,  as  the  upper  or  under  part  of  the  in- 
teftines  is  affeded.  But  this  topical  difeafc 
can  have  many  complications,  degrees  of 
violence,  and  efFeds.  It  generally  excites 

fever, 
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fever,  which  may  be  inflammatory  or  ty- 
phoid, and  mull  accordingly  be  treated 
with  blood-letting  or  bark.  When  fpeak- 
ing  of  its  various  complications,  our  author 
gives  his  opinion  of  its  contagious  nature. 
Among  the  poorer  clafs,  where  four  ot  five 
patients  lay  in  one  narrow  room,  wiierCj, 
from  want  of  help,  the  flinking  flools  were 
not  removed,  and  the  air  became  abfolute- 
ly  peflilential,  the  difeafe  took  on  a putrid 
charadler ; and  in  this  ftate,  he  is  convinced, 
that  a contagion  may  be  produced  and 
communicated  by  the  matter  evacuated,  fo 
as  to  create  a contagious  dyfentery.  The 
difeafe  was  abfolutely  communicated  in  feve- 
ral  unfortunate  inflances,  by  the  unpar- 
donable application  of  a clyfler-pipe  to 
healthy  people,  after  it  had  been  ufed  with 
the  dyfenteric  patients. 

In  his  method  of  cure,  ProfefTor  Hufeland 
followed  three  different  indications. 

1.  To  allay  the  violent  and  fpafniodic  ir- 
ritation of  the  intefdnes. 

2.  To  increafe  the  flow  of  duids  toward^ 
the  fkin. 

VoL.  L D 3,  To. 
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^ ji 

31  To  ciye  the  complications,  and  take 
^way  adft^onal  irritating  caufes. 


p^^OOL 

chofe  the  nux  vomica. 


hi  the  two  fird  indications,  our  au^ 
The  treatment 
was  almoft  uniformly  the  following.  if 
called  early,  he  found  great  fervice  from 
giving  one  fcruple  of  ipecacuhan ; not  with 
the  foie  view  of  evacuation,  but  more  as 
an  antifpafmodic,  afling  diredly  upon  the 
intercoftal  nerve,  which  is  here  particularly 
affecled.  Immediately  after  the  emetic,  a 
mixture,  with  the  nux  vomica,  was  prefcri- 


bed. 

13^.  Extr.  Nuc.  Vomic.  Dfs. 

Mac.  Gummi  Arab.  3!. 

Aquae  fontanae,  3vi. 

Syr.  Alth.  3!. 

Signature.  Two  table-fpoonfuls  to  be 
taken  every  two  hours,  injeclions  with  the 
nux  vomica  or  opium,  were  given  once  or 
twice  a- day,  and  the  patient  was  defired  to 
ufe  mucilaginous  drinks,  and  to  keep  him- 
felf  warm.  In  mod  cafes,  a cure  was  ef- 
fected the  fecond  or  third  day.  In  what- 
ever iTtanner  the  difeafe  was  complicated, 
the  nux  vomica  was  always  the  principal 
I remedy; 
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remedy ; and  he  affures  us,  that,  when  pro- 
perly ufed,  he  did  not  lofe  a patient,  in 
whom  the  difeafe  was  not  complicated  with 
convulfions  from  teething,  very  great  age, 
or  fome  other  coniiderable  evil.  Its  princi- 
pal effect  is  narcotic.  A woman,  by  miftake, 
took  fix  grains  of  the  extract  at  once,  fix 
hours  after  flie  had  already  taken  three. 
She  was  feized  with  fuch  weaknefs  in  her 
limbs,  that  fhe  could  not  Hand,  univerfal 
trembling,  giddinefs,  flupidity,  anxiety,  and 
a fmall  intermittent  puife.  In  the  ilomach 
and  bowels  die  felt  no  heavinefs,  pain,  or 
licknefs.  After  fhe  had  lain  quiet  fome 
hours,  and  drunk  much  tea,  and  had  got  a 
vinegar  clyiter,  thefe  fymptoms  went  off 
without  having  produced  any  other  confe- 
quence.  It  is  likewife  adringent  and  bit- 
ter, and  therefore  tonic.  ProfefTor  Hufeland 
recommends  to  the  apothecaries  not  to  buy 
it  ready  pov/dered,  as  the  drugids  ge- 
•nerally  road  it  fird,  which  hurts  it  very 
much ; but  fird  to  rafp  it,  then  wet  it  with 
mucilage  of  tragacanth,  and  dry  it  again, 
which  will  much  facilitate  the  nulverifa- 
tion.  Profedbr  Hufeland  prefers  the  ^xtrafl, 
D 2 as 
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as  the  powder  is  more  difagreeable,  an^ 
fometimes  afFedls  the  ftomach.  For  adults, 
the  dofe  of  the  powder  was  from  fix  to  ten 
grains  thrice  a- day  ; of  the'extradl,  one  or 
two  grains  every  three,  and  in  violent  cafes, 
every  two  hours.  Some  people  have  taken 
ten  or  twelve  grains  in  twenty-four  hours, 
before  they  were  affeded  with  giddinefs. 
Children  of  one  year  took  one  or  two  grains 
in  the  courfe  of  twenty-four  hours,  in  fome 
mucilaginous  mixture.  In  clyfiers,  three 
or  four  grains  of  the  extrad  were  given. 
An  injedion,  with  eight  grains,  brought  on 
yeftigo  and  llupidity. 
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Verfuche  und  Beobachtungen  ueher  die  neut 
Methode  des  Hrn^  Beddoes  die  I ungenfch'^ 
windfucht  zu  heilen^  / /.  e*  Experhnents 
and  Obfervations  upon  Beddoeds  new  method 
of  Curing  Confumption^  with  the  defeription 
of  an  Apparatus  for  the  Refpiration  of  Gafes^ 
By  Dr  Girtanner  of  Goettingen, 

See  fournal  der  Pra^ifcheri  Heilkunde,  i.  eo 
Journal  of  P radical  Medicine  and  Sur^ 
gery^  publifoed  by  C.  W.  Hufeland,  Pro- 
fejfor  of  Medicine  at  Jena,  Vol,  i. 

Jena,  1795. 

T he  writings  of  Br  Beddoes,  and  the 
hopes  of  giving  relief  in  this  dreadful 
difeafe,  induced  Dr  Girtanner  to  make 
lar  experiments,  efpecially  as  he  was  not  fa- 
tisfied  vHth  the  pradical  part  of  Dr  Beddoes’s 
work,  becaufe  attention  was  not  paid  to  the 
different  fpecies  of  confumiption,  to  the  ftage 
©r  eaufe  of  the  difeafe,  becaufe  the  hillories 
D 3 . of 
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of  the  cafes  were  not  fufficiently  accurate, 
and  becaufe  the  carbonic  acid,  azotic,  and 
hydrogen  gafes,  were  indifcriininately  re- 
commended. 

The  difficulty  of  providing  a fit  apparatus, 
was  lurmounted,  by  making  fome  alterations 
on  that  defcribed  by  Dr  Menzies,  in  his 
inaugural  differtation.  Dr  Girtanner  has 
. given  a full  defcription  and  plate  of  it,  and 
adds,  that  it  has  been  approved  of  by  every 
one  who  has  tried  it* 

, To  proceed  methodically,  he  refolved  to 
tnake  a feries  of  experiments  with  one  kind 
of  gas,  and  he  feledled  the  carbonic  acid 
gas,  becaufe  it  is  fpecilically  heavier  than 
the  atmofphere,  and  will  therefore  fink  to 
the  bottom  of  the  lungs,  fo  as  not  to  be  im- 
mediately expired  again ; becaufe  it  has 
been  found,  by  the  experiments  of  Ingen- 
houfs  and  Boddoes,  to  diminifh  pain,  and 
promote  the  healing  of  wbunds  ; becaufe  it 
is  eaiily  prepared  without  expence  or  fire  ; 
and  laftly,  becaufe  the  ufe  of  hydrogen  gas 
is  attended  v/ith  danger,  if  expired  near  a 
candle,  from  its  converfion  into  hydro-car- 
bonous  gas. 


On 
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On  the  3d  of  April  1795,  PiofeiTor  Hof- 
mann carried  Dr.  Girtanner  to  fee  a ftu- 
dent  of  twenty-three  years  of  age,  with 
whom  he  wilhed  the  new  method  to  be 
tried.  The  patient  lay  upon  a foffa,  unable 
to  raiie  himfelf  up  ; his  countenance  was 
fallen,  his  whole  body  extremely  emaciated, 
his  tongue  of  a bright  red  colour,  his  hands 
burning  hot ; his  pulfe  1 20  in  a minute, 
and  his  voice  hoarfe  and  weak.  He  com- 
plained of  violent  cough,  which  deprived 
him  of  deep  all  the  night,  and  troubled  him 
much  through  the  day.  His  expecloi^ation 
was  copious,  tough,  thick,  and  of  a fulphur 
colour.  During  the  night,  he  fweated  fo 
much,  that  he  faid'  he  felt  as  if  he  lay  in 
v/ater.  He  had  alfo  a violent  colliquative 
diarrhoea,  and  occadonally  bleeding  at  the 
nofe,  which  it  was  dilhcult  to  Hop.  Upon 
infpiring  deeply,  he  felt  fevere  pain  in  the 
right  lung.  He  was  diii  affedled  a year 
and. a half  before,  after  cold,  and  was  daily 
growing  worfe,  though  he  had  followed  the 
advice  of  two  of  the  moil  celebrated  phy- 
ficians  at  Goettingen,  who  had  now  given 
him  over. 
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In  the  evening,  Dr  Girtanner  made  him 
breathe  a mixture  of  one  quart  of  carbonic 
acid  gas,  and  two  quarts  of  atmofpheric  air. 
After  lying  a few  feconds  without  motion, 
he  faid,  he  felt  as  if  relieved  of  a weight, 
which  till  now  had  prelTed  upon  him  ; he 
could  breathe  more  freely,  and  he  felt  in 
the  right  lung,  a foft  warmth  and  pleafant 
tickling.  In  a quarter  of  an  hour,  he  breathed 
a fecond  portion,  and  in  half  an  hour  the 
third.  He  was  ordered  to  live  upon  fmoked 
and  faked  meat,  abllaining  from  all  vege- 
tables, and  to  drink  water  and  beer,  but 
no  wine.  No  other  medicines  were  pre- 
fcribed. 

Till  the  7th  of  May,  he  breathed  three, 
portions  of  the  above-mentioned  mixture 
twice  a-day.  Afterwards  it  vras  increafed 
to  four  portions  each  time.  Until  the  be- 
ginning of  May,  he  continued  to  recover : 
his  appetite  returned ; he  kept  tolerably 
quietly  the  greatefl  part  of  the  night,  and 
without  much  coughing ; his  expedoratioii 
was  diminkhed  and  lefs  yellow  ; the  bleed- 
ing at  the  nofe  had  not  returned  ; the  hec- 
tic fever  was  kight,  and  Ufted  but  a few 
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hours ; he  was  lefs  emaciated,  and  could 
walk  about  his  room  and  amufe  himfelf. 
His  pulfe  alone  was  not  better.  It  was  ftill 
fmall  and  hard,  and  beat  from  120  to  130 
in  a minute. 

During  the  beginning  of  May,  his  reco- 
very was  almoft  ftationary,  which  was  how- 
ever found  to  proceed  from  mental,  and  not 
phylical  caufes.  On  removing  them,  he 
got  fo  quickly  better,  that  Dr  Girtanner  dif- 
continued,  on  the  6th  of  June,  the  ufe  of 
the  gas.  He  now  flept  well,  had  no  night- 
fweats,  his  cough  was  dry ; his  pulfe  in  the 
morning  90,  and  in  the  evening  100  or  120; 
the  red  in  his  cheeks,  and  burning  of  his 
hands,  had  difappeared  entirely,  and  he  was 
able  to  Vv^alk  abroad  two  or  three  hours  at 
a time. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  he  was  permitted  to 
return  to  his  common  diet,  as  he  was  tired 
of  faked  meat,  and  complained  that  it  made 
him  cough. 

On  the  4th,  after  walking  when  the  wea- 
ther was  cold  and  moifl,  he  was  feized  with 
a cold  fit,  and  coughed  the  whole  night ; but, 
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in  the  morning,  only  complained  of  cold-, 
nefs.  ' 

On  the  8th,  he  began  again  to  ufe  the 
gas.  He  now  took  twice  a-day  four  por- 
tions, compofed  of  equal  quantities  of  at- 
mofpheric  and  carbonic  acid  airs. 

On  the  9th,  he  obferved,  that  his  left 
lung  was  now  affected,  while  the  right  feem- 
ed  found.  This  pain  in  the  left  fide  went 
off,  however,  after  ufing  his  gas  mixture  two 
or  three  days.  To  mitigate  the  cough,  he 
now  took,  for  foriie  days,  a weak  opiate  at 
bed-time,  and  from  this  time  he  recovered 
rapidly. 

About  the  middle  of  Auguit,  his  cough 
ceafed,  his  pulfe  was  foft,  and  beat  from 
70  to  80  m a minute,  he  gained  flrength 
and  appetite,  flept  well,  and  complained  of 
nothing,  except  a trifling  cough.  On  the 
a 7th  of  Auguff,  he  found  himfelf  flrong 
enough  to  leave  Goettingen,  and  to  under- 
take a journey  of  about  eighty  miles  on 
foot ; which  he  performed,  and  is  now,  Hr 
Gntanner  has  heard,  very  well. 

The  noife  ^-Tich  this  cure  made,  induced 
ProfefTor  Richter  to  make  a trial  of  the 
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fame  metliod,  in  his  clinical  inftitution.  The 
patient  with  whom  it  was  tried,  in  general, 
breathed  more  freely  for  a iliort  time  after 
he  had  ufed  the  air.  Eut  it  was  unable  to 
effed:  a cure  ; and,  on  diffedion,  the  lungs 
were  found  completely  fuppurated  with  ma-^ 
ny  fmall  tubercules  full  of  pus. 

A man  of  about  forty,  extremely  thin,  had 
been  affeded  for  four  mmnths  with  an  oh- 
ilinate  dry  cough,  which  did  not  yield  even 
to  opium.  As  he  alTifted  Dr  Girtanner  in 
his  experiments,  he  was  often  obliged  to 
refpire  fome  carbonic  acid  gas ; and  in  four- 
teen days  his  cough  left  him,  and  never  did 
return. 

Dr  Hempel,  a praditioner  sit  Goettingen, 
alfo  employed  it  in  one  very  far  advanced 
cafe,  without  fuccefs.  The  infpiration  of  the 
gas  immediately  brought  on  a fenfe  of  weak- 
nefs ; the  patient’s  breathing  became  fhorter, 
attended  with  anxiety  and  faintnefs,  the 
pulfe  fmall  and  unequal.  In  a few  minutes 
th^fe  fymptoms  ceafed,  and  he  noticed  a 
four  tafte  in  his  mouth,  and  a burning  fen-' 
fation  in  his  bread.  The  lungs  feemed  in 
a few  days  to  become  accuflomed  to  the 

gas, 


6o-  A N N A L S O F 

gas,  for  it  did  not  produce  thefe  efFe^ls  any 
mbre.  The  mixture  was  made  ftronger,  and 
it  again  brought  on  the  fame  fymptoms,  but 
they  were  now  ftationary,  and  ceafed  only 
with  the  death  of  the  patient. 

The  celebrated  Ehrhart  of  Hanover  ufed 
it  alfo  in  his  own  cafe,  under  the  diredion 
of  JDr  Wichmann.  Unfortunately  for  bo- 
tany, he  found  no  benefit  from  it,  but  wag 
obliged  to  give  up  its  ufe  after  a few  days 
trial,  as  it  evidently  increafed  his  fymptoms. 

Dr  Buchner  of  Hilburghaufen  was  equal- 
ly unfuccefsful  in  a trial  he  made  of  this 
method  of  cure.  It  feemed  to  increafe  the 
difficulty  of  breathing ; and  indeed,  the  dif- 
fedion  clearly  fliewed,  that  the  difeafe  was- 
fuch,  that,  to  ufe  the  Dodor’s  words,  a new 
fet  of  lungs  could  be  the  only  cure. 

From  thefe  cafes,  Dr  Girtanner  concludes, 
that  the  refpiration  of  carbonic  acid  gas  is 
a very  active  remedy,  which  in  fome  cafes 
is  of  great  fervice,  is  of  no  ufe  in  others, 
and  is  even  fometimes  hurtful;  and  he  calls 
upon  the  pradical  phyficians  of  Germany, 
to  determine  each  of  thefe  cafes,  by  means 
of  farther  experiments. 

Dr 
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' Dr  Girtanner  promifes  to  take  another 
opportunity  of  relating  his  trials  with  azo- 
tic and  hydrogen  gafes,  both  of  which  feem 
to  have  a much  more  beneficial  adion  than 
carbonic  acid  gas. 
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Medicinifche  und  Chlrurgifche  Bemerkungen 
ueber  London^  und  die  Englijche  Heilkunde 
ueherhaupt. 

Medical  and  Surgical  Obfervaiions  upo7i  Lon^ 
don^  and  the  State  of  the  Healing  Art  in  Eng^ 
land  in  general.  By  Dr  C.  E.  Fifcher  of 
Brunfwick.  Goettingen,  1796. 


Moralists  have  recommended  to  indi- 
viduals the  ftudy  of  themfelves  as 
the  firft  ftep  towards  improvement.  The 
fame  advice  may  certainly  be  extended  to 
nations.  We  generally  overlook  thofe  er- 
rors which  are  always  before  our  eyes,  or 
even  deem  them  praife -worthy  ; a foreigner, 
on  the  contrary,  examining  every  thing  by 
the  ftandard  of  his  own  opinions  or  preju- 
dices, is  apt  at  iiilt  to  coniider  as  wrong 
whatever  deviates  from  it.  But  every  li- 
beral criticifm  deferves  ferious  coniideration. 
If  wm  find  it  falfe,  we  may  proceed  more 
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boldly,  convinced  that  we  are  right ; if  juft, 
it  iiiculd  teach  us  to  avoid  our  errors.  The 
opinion,  therefore,  of  a learned  traveller,  con- 
cerning the  ftate  of  medicine  in  this  coun- 
try, cannot  be  indifferent  to  any  one  who 
delires  its  impiovemeht ; and  left  national 
prejudice  ftioald  lead  us  to  be  partial  in  our 
ac.count  of  this  work,  we  ftiali  tranllate  the 
analyfis  of  it  given  by  Hufeland,  in  his  Prac- 
tical-Journal. 

If  it  be  certain,  that  v/e  muft  be  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  the  climate,  man- 
ner of  life,  and  corporeal  qualities  of  a na- 
tion, in  order  to  judge  rightly  of  the  pre- 
dominant charabler  of  its  difeafes,  and  me- 
thods of  cure,  it  is  particularly  neceffary 
with  refped;  to  England,  becaufe  this  na- 
tion has  really  fo  many  peculiarities  in  its 
way  of  life,  and  becaufe  it  has  acquired 
almoft  the  fame  authority  in  medicine  that 
France  once  had  in  fafhions;  fo  that  it  is 
enough  for  many  phyftcians  to  knowq  that 
a remedy  is  ufed  in  England,  to  prefcribe 
it  to  their  German  brethren,  without  farther 
conftderation.  This  book  will  ferve  to  in- 
fpire  caution  in  tranfplanting  Englilli  cu- 
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lloms  into  Germany,  and  to  diminifli  that 
high  idea,  which  many  yet  entertain  of  the 
prefent  date  of  medicine  in  England.  The 
days  of  Sydenham,  Huxham,  Pringle,  and 
Monro,  are  paft. 

From  infancy  the  Englilh  are  brought  up 
in  bodily  adlivity,  cleanlinefs,  and  the  en- 
joyment of  frelh  air.  Their  nourifliment 
is  flirong,  coniifting  more  of  folid  roaft 
beef  with  fpices,  ftrong  beer  and  wine,  than 
of  foups,  vegetables,  and  weak  liquors,  as  in 
Germany.  Even  their  methods  of  cure  are 
more  vigorous,  though  not  always  more 
proper;  and  the  ufe  of  neutral  falts  and 
purgatives,  fo  common  in  Germany,  is  much 
lefs  fo  there.  Hence  there  is  greater  ener- 
gy in  the  phenomena  of  the  powers  of  life ; 
hence  fewer  gaftric  complaints;  hence  the 
Englidi  fupport  much  ftronger  dofes  of  fti- 
mulant,  hot,  and  a6live  medicines,  than 
we  dare  ever  think  of  in  Germany.  The 
rheumatic  conftitution  is  almoil  endemic; 
but  we  muft  not  forget,  that  the  Englifh  un- 
derftand  by  this  term  every  kind  of  pain 
in  the  limbs,  even  obviouily  gaflric  affec- 
tions. The  author  faw,  in  a cafe  of  pain 
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in  the  pr^cordia  and  fhoulder,  which  pro- 
ceeded evidently  from  gallricity,  a bliiter 
applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  The 

rubbing  in  of  a fcruple  or  half  a drachm  of 
emetic  tartar,  dilTolved  in  wine,  is  fome- 
tinies  of  fervice,  but  only,  like  every  other 
nightly  Simulating,  topical  remedy,  by  pro- 
ducing rednefs,  and  a fmall  puSular  eruption^ 
on  the  part.  Next  to  rheumatic  complaints, 
confumption  and  dropfy  are  moft  frequent ; 
but  their  treatment  is  quite  empirical  with 
fpecifica  et  heroica^  without  a plan  of  cure 
or  due  indication.  There  are  indeed  ex- 
ceptions ; and  amongft  thefe  is  I.  Sims^  one  of 
the  moS  acute  and  rational  phyScians  now  in 
England.  The  hofpital  for  inoculation  goes 
on  well.  They  remain  quite  by  Dimfdale's 
method,  but  find  the  ufe  of  antimonials,  be- 
fore and  during  the  difeafe,  particularly  fer- 
vic cable,  and  inoculate  by  a pundlure  in 
the  arm.  The  mortality  among  the  inocu- 
lated never  exceeds  one  in  4C0. 

Mercurial  ointment  is  univerfally  rubbed 
in 3 in  inflammations  of  the  liver,  and  in 
rheumatic  pains,  and  much  reliance  is  put 
in  Srong  dofes,  even  though  fome  falivation 
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follow.  Sims  maintains,  that  fmaii  dofes  al- 
ways do  harm  in  hydrocephalus.  He  was 
treating  it  with  the  application  of  leeches 
to  the  temples,  with  calomel  and  digitalis 
purpurea  internally  • and  externally  the  mer- 
curial ointment : the  patient  got  twelve 
grains  of  calomel  daily.  In  lamenefs  of  the 
extremities,  the  rubbing  in  of  mercurial 
ointment,  even  to  falivation,  w^as  evidently 
.ufeful. 

Opium  is  notorioiifiy  a very  common 
remedy  in  England;  nay,  we  might  al- 
moil  call  it  a domeftic  remedy.  It  is  not 
credible  hov/  it  is  lavifhed  and  mifufed. 
As  in  Germany  it  is  cuftomary  to  add  to  a 
receipt,  already  anfw^ering  every  indication, 
a little  fyrup  or  cinnamon  w^ater,  in  Eng- 
land fa  much  laudanum  is  added.  The  au- 
thor faw  a tetanus  from  diilocation  of  a 
toe,  cured  by  giving  opium  to  the  extent  of 
a grain  every  hour,  and  afterwards  conjoined 
with  bark.  A very  intelligent  furgeon  from 
Jamaica  aiferted,  that  there  they  ufed,  with 
great  fuccefs  in  that  difeafe,  the  oleum  rici- 
ni,  a remedy  which  indeed  anfwers  mod  of 
the  indications.  It  is  alTerted,  that  children 
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are  in  tliofe  countries  preferved  from  trif. 
mus,  by  rubbing  their  temples  and  under 
jaw  with  this  oil. 

The  third  great  remedy  of  the  Englifli 
is  the  Peruvian  bark.  Its  confumption  is 
imnienfe.  From  the  year  1788  till  1793, 
there  have  been  imported  into  Britain 
634,783  pounds,  without  reckoning  what 
may  have  been  fmuggled.  Now,  if  we 
dedudl  123,700  pounds,  which  have  been 
exported,  there  remains  ftiil  half  a mil- 
lion of  pounds  ufed  in  the  country  it- 
felf.  The  caufes  of  this  exteniive  ufe  of  it 
are^  befides  the  real  excellence  of  the  re- 
medy, the  natural  tendency  of  the  phyh- 
cians  and  people  to  believe  in  fpeciiics  and 
miracles,  the  authority  of  former  great  prac- 
titioners, and  the  great  i;arity  of  gaftric  dif- 
eafes,  as  well  in  reality  as  in  the  heads  of 
the  phylicians.  This  indeed  is  the  charac- 
ferillic  of  our  Englifh  brethren.  Twenty 
years  ago,  gaftric  difeafes  were  ftiil  the  fa- 
fnion  in  England,  to  which  Grant  contribu- 
ted much.  But  novr  nothing  is  feen  or  heard 
©f  the  ufe  of  neutral  falts  or  refolvents,  tvith 
a view  to  gaftricifm,  or  to  prepare  for  eva- 
E 2 euantS/ 
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cuants.  It  is  there  thejcuhom  to  give  eme- 
tics and  purgatives  immediately,  not  tb  re- 
move hurtful  matter  out  of  the  inteilines, 
but  to  prepare  for  bark.  vSal  ammoniac  is 
indeed  fometimes  employed,  not  as  a refol- 
vent,  but  becaufe/ according  to  the  alfer- 
tion  of  fome  great  practitioner,  it  had  been 
found  of  fervice  in  this  or  that  difeafe.  It 
is  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  caufes  men- 
tioned above  make  gaftric  difeafes,  upon  the 
whole,  more  unfrequent  in  England  than  with 
us,  even  tea-drinking,  which  here,  on  ac- 
count of  its  weaknefs,  is  a conflant  debili- 
tant  of  the  inteflines,  is  to  the  Englilli,  who 
drink  it  ftrong,  even  to  aflringent  bitternefs, 
an  aclual  tonic  and  diaphoretic ; but  gaflric 
difeafes  are  ftill  more  rarely  met  with  in  the 
heads  of  the  Englifh  phyficians,  than  in  rea- 
lity. The  author  faw  evidently  gaftric  pa- 
tients linking  under  a load  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  and  in  whom  an  emetic,  when  his  advice 
Vv^as  fometimes  followed,  immediately  chan- 
ged every  thing  for  the  better.  He  very 
often  faw  patients  come  to  the  hofpitab 
complaining  of  want  of  appetite,  bad  tafte 
in  the  mouth,  cppxeilicn  at  the  praecordia, 
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Vvxaknefs,  Sec.  who  were  fent  away  by  the 
phyllcians,  with  the  advice,  that  they  fhould 
not  give  way  to  the  weaknefs,  but  take 
a ilrgng  diet,  porter,  and  a decoebon  of 
bark.  The  confequence  in  general  wa-s, 
the  bark  completely  difagreed  Vvith  them, 
and  produced  all  the  bad  confequences  it 
does  with  us  in  iimilar  cafes.  But  fome- 
times  the  author  law  with  ailoniiliment  the 
bark  overcome  the  gailricity.  Such  facts, 
although  they  do  not  do  their  authors  much 
honour,  are  however  always  inflrudive,  and 
may  ferve  to  limit  the  abufe  of  the  gadric 
method  of  cure,  wdrich  is  pulhed  much  too 
far  wdth  us,  and  to  fuew  that  fordes  is  often 
the  mere  confequence  of  weaknefs  and 
fpafmodic  fenlibility  of  the  iiitedines,  wdiere 
Peruvian  bark,  like  other  aiiringents,  wdll  be 
the  bed  antigadric.  The  ufe  of  bark  in  conti- 
nued and  inflammatory  fevers,  is  quite  pecu- 
liar to  the  Englidi ; and  by  it,  inWheir  owm 
opinion,  they  raife  tliemfelves  above  the 
crowd  of  common  pi'acditioners.  Butonwdiat 
is  'this  opinion  founded  ? Eird,  upon  the 
authority  of  Morton  ; who,  fpeaking  of  the 
E 3 ufe 
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ufe  of  bark,  accidentally  calls  tlie  fever 
continued  and  indammatoiy,  and  imme- 
diately afterwards,  from  the  relation  of  the 
fymptoms  of  coliquative  diarrhoea,  great 
weaknefs,  &c.  fhews  that  he  by  no  means 
meant  a real  inflammatory  fever.  We  all 
know  how  indeterminate  the  nomination  of 
fevers  was  by  the  old  phyflcians.  Upon  a 
mere  name,  then,  the  Englifli  at  prelent 
found  their  reafons  for  the  ufe  of  bark^ 
and  even  a Sims,  who  adduced  this  as  a 
proof,  that  bark  could  be  no  tonic  or  aftrin- 
gent,  anfwered  the  author  v/ho  allied. 
How  does  it  quite  vaguely,  that 

its  operation  mull  confilt  in  foinething  dif- 
ferent from  what  is  commonly  believed, 
an  inftance  of  evident  propenfity  to  belief 
in  fpecifics.  Secondly,  the  modern  Eng- 
iilh  ufe  the  words  acute  and  inflammatory  quite 
indeterminately,  and  often  merely  to  ob- 
tain notice,  or  to  fay  fometbing  new.  An 
example  of  this  is  the  acute  rlieumatifm, 
in  which  Dr  Saunders  lately  recommended 
the  bark.  But  let  us  hear  how  he  explains 
himfeif : “ The  acute  rheumatifm  foon  takes 
tf  on  the  ftate  of  a remitting  fever,  when  we 
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dare  not  purfuethe  aiitiphlogiftic  method 
“ long,  but  may  order  the  bark,  that  is  in 
“ cold  infiifion.”  Is  this  any  thing  new  ? Is 
this  hill  icfiamniatory  rheumatifm  ? And 
nov/  a heap  of  letters  upon  the  utility  of 
this  method  crowds  the  public  papers,  in 
which  there  are  often  obvious  cbntradidions. 
The  author  gave  himfelf  the  trouble  of  in- 
quiring after  the  frequency  and  fuccefs  of 
this  new  method,  but  heard  quite  the  con- 
trary. Even  the  apothecary  of  Dr  Sauiv 
ders  told  him  he  often  let  blood  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  and  gave  the  bark  afterwards.  It  is  the 
fame  cafe  with  the  new  difcovery  of  Fordyce, 
that  bark  given  in  povv^der,  to  the  extent  of  a 
drachm  every  hour  is  the  bell  remedy  a- 
gainil  eryiipelas  ; whereas  it  appears  from 
an  exacl  inquiry,  and  unfolding  of  the  fe- 
miotic  myfteries,  that  in  reality  ftiperhcial 
inflammation  of  the  fldn  and  ulcer  are 
meant,  which  become  worfe  from  evacuants, 
and  therefore  depend  upon  weaknefs  and 
atony. 

Lafdy,  how  unreafonable  their  ideas  of 
the  continent  are,  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing remarkable  anecdote.  During  a 
5 4 converfation 
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converfation  about  the  angina  pectoris,  the 
author  mentioned  to  one  of  the  mofl  cele- 
brated phylicians  in  London,  the  juft  idea 
of  our  excellent  Elfner,  that  it  had  often  a 
gouty  origin : Ah  ! that  is  all  nonfenfe,  was 
the  anfwer  ; and  now  an  empyrical  method 
of  cure  was  begun,  which  conftfted  in  pur- 
ging, and  the  prefcription  of  bark  imme- 
diately afterwards,  and  which,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  that  gentleman,  was  the  only  canor^ 
of  relief  in  the  diieafe. 
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Upon  the  Ufe  of  the  Lukewarm  Bath  in  Fevers 
in  general^  and  particularly  in  thoje  called  lozv 
Nervous  Fevers,  By  j.  jl>.  JorancUs,  Fby- 
fician  at  Driburg, 

See  fournal  der  Ei'Jindungen^  Fheorien  und 
Wiederfprxcbe  in  der  Natur-  und  Ar%neiwijfenf- 
chaft,  £ unites  Stiick.  8vo.  Gotha,  1 794. 

Dr  BRANDIS,  in  his  treatife  upon  the 
Driburg  waters,  had  recommended, 
in  a general  way,  the  ufe  of  the  warm-bath 
in  nervous  fevers.  It  did  not  occur  to  him, 
that  he  had  faid  any  thing  new,  or  requiring 
more  full  elucidation,  until  he  read  that  part 
of  Dr  Marcard’s  work  upon  bathing,  in 
which  he  doubts  the  propriety  of  it,  and  even 
condemns,  its  ufe  in  fuch  cafes.  This  firft 
excited  our  author  to  pay  the  fubjed:  more 
particular  attention,  and  to  expofe  more 
fully  the  grounds  of  his  opinion. 

In  the  winter  of  1785,  the  Bov/  nervous 
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fever  was  frequent  in  Goettingen,  often 
complicated  with  gaftric,  bilious,  and  pi~ 
tuitous  fymptoms.  In  general,  however, 
there  were  no  evident  or  certain  remiffions, 
and  the  fenforium  was  efpecially  alfedled, 
A dull  pain  in  the  back  of  the  head,  peculiar 
weaknefs  and  dullnefs,  or  preternatural  fen- 
iibility  of  the  organs  of  fenfe,  a fmall,  irre- 
gular, often  little  accelerated  pulfe,  dejecled- 
nefs,  crude,  quite  clear,  or  fometimes  natu- 
ral urine,  watchfulnefs,  or  great  inclination 
to  deep  without  refrefhment,  purging  with- 
out relief  were,  during  the  firfl  ten  or  twelve 
days,  in  general  the  chief  complaints  of  the 
patient,  who  could  frequently  remain  dill 
out  of  bed.  The  fenforium  became  gra- 
dually more  affecled;  want  of  memory,  apa- 
thy, and  light  delirium,  fucceeded  ; and  the 
difeafe  often  terminated  in  the  fifth  or  fixth 
week,  commonly  attended  with  convulfions. 
A young  phyiician  died  thus  in  the  fixth 
week  : another,  who  in  company  with  our 
author  opened  his  body,  was  feized  with  fi- 
milar  fymptoms.  He  had  been  already 
eight  days  ill,  when  Hr  Brandis  firfl  faw 
him : his  fituation  was  very  critical ; the 
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fenforium  was  remarkably  affecled,  extraor- 
dinary dejection  alternated  with  flight  deli- 
rium ; the  pulfe  was  fmall,  irregular,  and  very 
quick,  no  evident  remiffion  was  to  be  obfer- 
ved,nor  any  marks  of  accelhons,  Blifters  had 
been  applied  to  his  legs,  and  he  ufed  inter- 
nally wine,  camphor,  and  bark.  Thefe  flimiu 
lating  remedies  feemed  to  affedt  the  fenfo- 
rium  ftill  more ; the  delirium  increafed,  and 
all  the  other  fymptoms  grew  worfe.  The 
luke-warm  bath  was  now  ordered,  the  other 
remedies  v/ere  omitted,  and  fp.  mindereri 
was  iDrefcribed,  with  weak  vrarm  wane  and 
water,  for  his  drink.  The  effect  of  the  firfl 
bath  was  flrikingly  beneficial.  After  he 
had  remained  in  it  half  an  hour,  the  deli- 
rium and  anxiety  diminifhed,  and  he  decla- 
red it  did  him  good,  and  wmuld  certainly 
fave  him.  The  bath  was  continued  eight 
or  ten  days.  He  recovered  gradually,  and 
wms  at  laft  completely  cured. 

In  Hildefheim,  in  the  winter  1789,  a fi- 
milar  difeafe  w^as  epidemic.  Dr  Brandis 
employed  his  remedy,  wherever  it  could  be 
ufed,  and  with  conftant  fuccefs.  He  attend- 
ed a fiiop-boy,  vdio  was  feizecl  with  this 
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flow  nervous  fever,  accompanied  by  a fuc- 
ceflion  of  anomalous  fymptoms,  all,  how- 
ever, referable  to  a peculiar  afleclion  of  the 
fenforium.  In  the  third  week,  univerfal 
apathy,  ftupor,  and  delirium,  come  on.  Du- 
ring three  weeks  every  remedy  w^as  tried ; 
wine  and  ether  were  given  in  large  dozes, 
but  in  vain ; the  bath  alone,  on  account  of 
the  local  fituation  of  the  patient,  could  not 
be  ufed,  and  he  died  in  the  middle  of  the 
eighth  week.  Immediately  thereafter,  a 
young  woman  in  the  fame  houfe  was  at- 
tacked. The  fymptoms  were  in  the  very 
beginning  more  violent.  Infuperable  me- 
lancholy and  depreflion,  with  violent  pain 
in  the  back  of  her  head,  flight  remitting  fe-  - 
ver,  &c.  confined  her  to  bed  in  eight  or 
ten  days,  and  dreadful  apathy  came  on 
as  early  as  the  thirteenth  day.  In  this  cafe, 
Dr  Brandis  overcame  all  dilficulties,  and  in 
the  fifteenth  or  fixteenth  day  the  patient 
> was  placed  in  the  warm-bath.  The  ex- 
pecled  fuccefs  followed,  the  delirium  grew' 
iefs,  the  difeafe  declined  without  any  ob- 
vious crifis,  and  in  four  weeks  was  quite 
removed.  The  reconvalefcence  was,  how- 
ever, 
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ever,  extreraely  flow,  and  the  total  lofs  of 
hair  Ihewed  how  violent  the  difeafe  had 
been. 

In  February  1790,  Dr  Brandis  was  con- 
fulted  on  account  of  a young  merchant.  He 
had  been  three  wxeks  ill,  and  treated  partly 
with  flightly  evacuating,  partly  with  flimu- 
iating  remedies.  Family  diftrefs  prevented 
our  author  from  viiiting  the  patient,  and  he 
only  recommended  the  ufe  of  the  warm- 
bath  in  a general  way.  The  attending  phy- 
flcian  had,  however,  no  confidence  in  it,  and 
did  not  ufe  it.  Fourteen  days  afterwards, 
Dr  Brandis  v/as  again  called  in,  and  found 
the  patient  given  over  by  the  former  phyfi- 
cian.  He  lay  quite  infenfible,  pafled  his  flools 
and  urine  involuntarily,  he  was  flightly  deli- 
rious, conflantly  muttering  or  making  various 
gefticulations  with  his  hands ; his  pulfe  was 
fmall  and  frequent, tendinujii  fcarcely 
ceafed,  and  his  tongue  was  quite  dry,  of  a 
bright  red  colour,  without  any  incruftration» 
He  frequently  brought  up,  by  coughing,  thin 
frothy  blood.  The  difeafe  had  now  conti- 
nued five  v/eeks ; evacuating  and  exciting 
remedies  had  been  freely  ufed,  and  recourfe 
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had  been  long  had  to  ilrong  dofes  of  wine 
and  mufK:.  Our  author,  even  in  this  litua- 
tion,  did  not  heiitate  to  order  the  warm-bath ; 
he  truiled  in  it  as  a powerful  antifpafmodic, 
and  its  ufe  was  now  agreed  to.  The  very 
fiiTc  ba^i  produced  evident  relief,  which  en- 
couraged them  to  continue  its  ufe  ileadilj. 
The  patient  no  longer  brought  up  blood  by 
coughing,  and  his  llools  were  lefs  frequent, 
and  not  without  his  being  fenfible  of  them. 
In  eight  days  he  was  evidently  better,  and 
in  about  three  weeks  perfefily  recovered. 

The  principal  effedl  of  the  warm-bath  in 
fevers  is  good  in  general,  fiiice  it  takes  off 
the  fpafm  of  the  fkin,  and  thofe  parts  fyin- 
pathijlng  with  it,  iiicreales  the  excretion  by 
the  ikin,  promotes  the  how*  of  blood  through 
- its  veilels,  and  moderates  the  adion  of  the 
nervous  fyhem,  but  without  in  any  way  dir= 
ininifhing  the  vital  power  or  irritability. 
Such,  fays  our  amtbor,  is  the  opinion  of 
Cullen,  Selle,  and  of  Marcard  himfelf,  where 
he  proves,  that  the  warm-bath  does  not  de- 
bilitate, According  to  our  author,  he  feerns 
to  have  been  milled  merely  by  the  pheno- 
menon which  both  of  them,  as  well  as  Mar- 
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teaii5liave  obferved,  that  in  the  bath  the  pulfe 
often  falls  fixteen  or  twenty  beats  in  a mi- 
nute. Dr  Marcard  afcribed  this  to  a dimi- 
nution of  the  vital  principle  ; our  author 
explains  it  otlierwife.  A freer  circulation 
in  the  fmall  veffels  of  the  furface,  mud,  fays 
he,  diminifh  the  flow  of  blood  to  the  heart ; 
now  the  dimulus,  v/hicli  excites  the  heart  to 
adion,  being  lefs,  its  contradions  become 
lefs  frequent,  though  without  the  fmalleil 
diminution  of  the  vital  principle.  Hence 
Dr  Brandis  thinks  the  v.^arm  bath  not  ad- 
milTible  in  thofe  fevers,  v/here  the  caufe 
lies  in  the  primcz  until  that  be  removed, 
and  only  in  putrid  fevers,  when  the  cribs 
takes  place  by  the  Ikin,  nor  in  inflammatory 
fevers,  where  the  vital  principle  mud  be  di- 
minidied,  which  is  contrary  to  the  adion  of 
the  warm-bath ; although  he  believes,  v/ith 
De  la  Verniere,  that  it  may  be  ufeful  as  an 
adidant  remedy,  particularly  in  indamma- 
tion  of  the  intedines,  on  account  of  the  fym- 
pathy  between  thefe  and  the  ildn.  An  ir- 
ritable, melancholy  man  becapie  obdinately 
condipatcuL  His  phydcian,thinking  condipa- 
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tion  mall  be  removed  by  purgativeSj  gave 
at  firfl  neutral  falts  freely^  then  jalap, 
and  at  laft,  one  morning,  half  a fcruple  of 
calomel,  with  frequent  clyilers  of  vinegar  and 
water,  and  next  mornmg  a whole  drachm 
of  diagrydium  fulphuratum.  Conftant  vo- 
miting, a fmall  hard  pulfe,  and  violent  pain 
in  the  belly,  now  came  on,  and  the  phyliciaii 
had  refolved  to  venture  every  thing,  as  he 
faid,  and  to  make  the  patient  fwallov/  half  a 
pound  of  pure  qiiickfilver,  when  Dr  Bran- 
dis was  called  in.  Lukewarm-bathing, 
bleeding,  opiates,  and  the  application  of  a 
bliftcr  to  the  belly,  etT^ecled  a cure.  In  tlioie 
fevers  in  which  the  folids  particulary  fufFei\ 
our  author  thinks  the  vtarm-bath  rnuil  .be 
cfpecially  ufefuL  For  coniirmation,  he  re- 
fers to  Gulien,  Richter,  and  Selle  ; and  con- 
cludes with  joining  Marcard  3 ni  recoiiimend- 
ing  it  in  malaria,  arifing,  in  warm  countries, 
from  marfh  mlaima  ; hnd  in  fmedl-pox,  where 
violent  Ryer  and  fpaQii  of  the  ikinns  pre- 
fent. 


IX, 


MEDICINE,  1796. 


Se 


IX. 

A Dejcription  of  the  yail-dijiemper^  as  it  ap- 
peared among  the  SpaniJIo  Prifoners  at  Win- 
chefter  in  the  year  1780;  with  an  Account 
of  the  Means  employed  for  curing  that  Fever  ^ 
and  for  deftroying  the  Contagion  which  gave 
rife  to  it.  By  James  Carmichael  Smyth, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S,  Fellozv  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Phyftcians^  and  Pbyficiati  Extraordinary 
to  his  Majefiy,  Bvo.  London^  ^795« 

IN  a fhort  preface  to  this  impoitant  publi- 
cation, the  author  gives  an  account  of 
the  circumftances  which  led  to  his  being  ap- 
pointed to  viiit  the  Spanidi  prifoners  con- 
fined at  Winchefter,  when  the  jail-diftem- 
per  prevailed  among  them  with  great  fatali- 
ty ; and  of  the  intention  which  he  formed, 
of  giving  fome  account  of  the  difeafe  which 
he  had  feen,  and  of  the  means  that  had 
been  fuccefsfully  employed,  both  in  the 
treatment  of  the  fever,  and  likewife  in  de- 
firoying  the  contagion.  He  mentions  alfo 
VoLo  I.  ' F the 
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the  circumltances  which  led  him  to  delay 
that  publication  at  the  time,  as  well  as  thofe 
wmich  have  induced  him  to  publilli  it  at  the 
prefent  period.  He  then  introduces  his  fub- 
jecl  by  feme  general  obfervations  on  the  jail- 
diftemper. 

In  every  lituation,  he  obferves,  where  a 
number  of  people  are  crowded  together,  un- 
lefs  the  ftridleil  attention  be  paid  to  clean- 
linefs,  and  to  free  ventilation,  a fever,  fooner 
or  later,  breaks  out  among  them,  of  a very 
contagious  nature,  and  attended  with  very 
fatal  effedls.  This  fever,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  jail-diftemper,  has  already  been 
deferibed  by  feveral  phyiicians  of  eminence. 
But  as  it  alTumes,  according  to  the  violence 
of  the  contagion,  or  other  circumflances,  not 
yet  underftood,  a'  variety  of  appearances,  its 
hillory,  he  remarks,  mull  be  coniidered  as 
incomplete,  until  all  thefe  varieties  are  ac- 
curately pointed  out,  and  the  charadleriftic 
marks  of  the  diftemper  diilinguifhed  from 
the  acceifory  or  accidental  fymptoms.  With 
the  view,  therefore,  pf  rendering  more  per- 
feel  the  hillory  of  fo  important  a difeafe,  he 
gives  a brief  account  of  its  appearance  at 
I Vfincheiler, 
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Winchefter.  And  this  he  was  enabled  to 
do,  not  only  from  what  he  faw,  but  from 
what  he  felt,  having  himfelf  fuffered  two 
fevere  attacks  of  the  fever. 

This  difeafe  in  general  attacked  fuddenly, 
and  the  flomach  was  always  the  part  firft  af- 
fected. A difagreeable  feeling  at  the  prae- 
cordia,  a degree  of  naufea  and  giddinefs,  were 
the  firft  fymptoms.  Thefe  were  foon  fol- 
lowed by  a pain  immediately  above  the 
eyes,  at  the  temples,  or  at  the  oack  part  of 
the  head.  They  had  alfo,  in  the  begin- 
ning, chillinefs  and  great  weaknefs,  and  they 
iighed  frequently.  The  countenance  was 
pale,  and  the  eyes  dull,  though  the  tunica 
albuginea  was  of  a clear  white.  They  were 
iru  general  coitive,  with  the  abdomen  tenfe 
and  hard.  The  pi: lie  was  for  the  moll  part 
fmall  and  fluttering ; but  in  fome  inftances 
it  was  little  altered  from  the  natural  flate. 
They  were  always  drowfy ; but  when  fpoken 
to,  they  awoke  readily ; and  when  awake, 
they  gave  diflinCl  anfwers  to  any  queflions 
put  to  them.  Few  were  permanently  de- 
lirious, unlefs  for  a fliort  time  before  death  ; 
and  many  were  fenfible  to  the  very  laft. 
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To  tlie  general  defcription  of  the  difeaie^ 
Dr  Carmichael  Smyth  fubjoins  a particular 
account  of  his  own  cafe^  in  hopes  that,  de- 
fcribing  what  he  himfelf  felt,  he  might 
throw  Hill  greater  light  on  the  nature  of  this 
diftemper.  After  long  expofure  to  the  con- 
tagion, although  he  had  felt  no  inconveni- 
ence within  the  houfe,  he  found  himfelf  very 
giddy,  with  a conliderable  degree  of  nau- 
fea.  Thefe  fymptoms,  however,  foon  went 
off ; he  ate  his  dinner  as  ufiial,  and  went 
to  bed  leemingly  in  perfed  health.  But, 
about  the  middle  of  the  night,  he  awoke 
from  deep  with  fymptoms  of  the  mod:  vio- 
lent fever,  the  oppreffion  at  the  praecordia 
exceeding  all  defcription,  v/hilft  the  fenfa- 
tion  of  heat  gave  him  the  idea  of  liquid  fire 
fpreading  from  his  flomach,  acrofs  the  bread, 
along  the  courfe  of  the  pedoral  mufcle, 
and  down  the  infides  of  his  arms,  to  the  ex- 
tremities of  his  fingers.  But,  notwithfland- 
ing  thefe  dreadful  fenfations,  his  pulfe  was 
regular,  and  the  frequency  of  it  by  no 
means  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of 
heat.  But  this  was  not  the  cafe  at  after 
periods  of  the  dileafe.  For,  during  a fu- 
' • ' lure 
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tiire  exacerbation  in  the  night,  his  pulfe 
was  much  quicker  than  he  ever  remember- 
ed to  have  felt  that  of  any  adult  who  was 
not  in  the  agonies  of  death,  the  heart 
feeming  rather  to  vibrate  than  to  beat.  ' 

Thefe  are  the  moil  remarkable  fymp toms 
mentioned  by  Dr  Carmichael  Smyth,  as 
having  occurred  in  his  cafe  ; during  the 
courfe  of  which,  he  employed  chiefly  anti- 
monials  and  the  Peruvian  bark  ; and  pro- 
bably with  good  effecls : for,  notwithiland- 
ing  the  fe verity  of  his  fymptoms  at  particu- 
lar times,  yet  he  does  not  feem,  for  a Angle 
day,  to  have  been  confined  to  bed,  or  even 
to  the  houfe.  He  continued,  however,  for 
feveral  months  very  weak  and  languid.  Nor 
was  the  difagreeable  feeling  of  his  breail 
and  arms  removed  till  the  winter  following, 
when  he  applied  a blifter  to  the  ilernum, 
which  occafioned  an  eruption  of  painful 
carbuncles  all  over  his  breail ; and  an  erup- 
tion fomewhat  fimilar  afterwards  came  out 
on  the  back  part  of  his  head. 

After  a particular  defeription  of  his  own 
cafe,  Dr  Carmichael  next  prefents  us  with 
fdme  obfervations  on  the  moll  remarkable 
F 3 fymptoms 
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fymptoms  of  the  Wincheller  fever.  Though 
a difagreeable  feeling  at  the  pit  of  the  llo- 
mach  is  a common  fymptom  in  all  fevers, 
yet  he  never  faw  it  fo  permanent,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  as  in  the 
prefent  inflance.  The  peculiar  clearnefs  of 
the  tunica  albuginea  of  the  eyes,  which  oc- 
curred in  this  fever,  he  confiders  as  a very 
uncommon  appearance.  He  had  before 
Gonlidered  a turbid  appearance,  or  rednefs 
of  the  tunica  albuginea,  as  a conftant  and 
diflinguifhing  fymptom  of  every  fever  of 
the  contagious  kind.  But  before  he  had 
been  long  at  Winchefter,*  he  was  convinced 
of  the  danger  of  eflablilhing  general  obfer- 
vations ; as  in  the  generality  of  the  lick, 
the  eye  had  more  of  the  pearly  whitenefs 
obfervable  in  confumptive  perfons,  than  of 
the  rednefs  ufual  in  contagious  fevers. 

Dr  C.  Smyth  next  conliders  the  caufes 
which  contributed  to  the  mortality  of  the 
Spaniih  prifoners  at  Winchefter.  This 
mortality  might  feem  extraordinary  to  any 
one  acquainted  with  the  healthy  fttuation 
of  Winchefter,  the  largenefs  of  the  prifon- 
v/ardsj  the  convenience  of  the  airing- 
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ground,  and,  above  ail,  the  attention  paid 
to  the  treatment  of  prifoners  of  war  in  Bri- 
tain. But  Dr  Smyth  thinks  the  mortality 
was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  concurrence  of 
different  circumftances,  particularly  the  long 
confinement  of  thefe  feamen  on  bomd  their 
own  Blips  I their  having  brought  with  them 
all  their  clothes  and  bedding  ; their  averfion 
to  expofe  themfeives  to  free  air,  from  a 
dread  of  the  cold  and  dampnefs  of  our  cli- 
mate ; the  defpondency  of  mind  of  many 
of  them  who  b.elonged  to  the  Caracca  Com- 
pany, and  had  loft  their  fortune  as  well  as 
their  liberty  ; a prejudice  which,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a difpute  with  the  furgeon,  they 
entertained  againft  him ; and,  laftly,  the 
hofpital  beii^xg  too  much  crowded,  from  the 
number  of  the  fick  increaftng  fo  rapidly  and 
unexpedledly. 

In  treating  of  the  nature  of  the  conta« 
gion,  Dr  Smyth  contends,  that  in  the  cafe 
of  the  jail-fever,  it  is  in  every  inftance  the 
refult  of  putrefadion,  and  particularly  the 
putrefadion  of  the  perfpirable  matter,  when 
there  is  not  a renewal  of  the  application  of 
ajr  to  carry  it  off*.  This,  he  thinks,  admits 
F 4 
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of  every  fpecies  of  evidence  which  a mat- 
ter of  fad;  and  obfervation  can  do.  With 
regard  to  the  communication  of  this  conta- 
gion, Dr  Smyth  thinks  he  may  affirm,  that 
it  affeds  not  only  thofe  immediately  ex- 
pofed  to  the  original  atmofphere,  but  that 
it  may  alfo  be  communicated  by  the  clothes 
of  perfons  who  have  for  any  length  of  time 
been  confined  in  it,  although,  in  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  clothes,  the  perfons  them- 
felves  have  fuffered  no  injury,  nor  had  any 
difeafe. 

Dr  Smyth  is  of  opinion,  that  a very  con- 
fiderable  variety  of  fevers,  from  the  flight- 
efl  vernal  intermittent  to  the  true  plague, 
are  only  different  fliades  and  varieties  of 
the  fame  difeafe,  and  produdions  of  one 
common  caufe,  putrefadion  ; and  he  con- 
fiders  the  contagion  of  the  jail  or  hofpital 
fever  as  one  of  the  moft  fubtile  and  power- 
ful vapours  of  the  putrid  kind.  In  ordinary 
cafes  of  fever,  the  vital  principle  is  on- 
ly, he  thinks,  roufed  into  adion,  and  is 
commonly  fufficient  to  remove  the  morbid 
caufe ; but  here  the  contagion  feems  to 
ad  as  a narcotic  poifon,  fiippreffing,  in  place 
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of  rouiing  the  principle  of  life.  Since, 
therefore,  nature  can  do  fo  little,  it  is,  he 
obferves,  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  know 
whether  the  contagion  cannot  be  prevented 
or  deftroyed. 

This  naturally  leads  Dr  Smyth  to  confider 
the  means  of  preventing  or  deftroying  the 
jail-contagion.  In  refped:  of  fpecific  con- 
tagions, he  obferves,  that  unlefs  they  be 
expofed  to  the  open  ,air,  or  to  a lire  am  of 
water,  we  know  no  means  of  defcroying 
them,  or  even  of  blunting  their  adlivity.  But 
the  cafe  is  not,  he  thinks,  the  fame  with  pu- 
trid contagions,  which  are  often  entirely 
defcroyed  by  certain  degrees  of  heat  or 
cold.  But  nothing.  Dr  Smyth  was  inclined 
to  think,  could  fo  certainly  or  efficacioufy 
deilroy  it,  as  the  mineral  acids  in  a Bate  of 
vapour.  The  fumes  of  fulphur  fuccefsfully 
made  ufe  of  to  fumigate  clothes  or  furniture, 
as  they  are  found,  even  in  fmall  quantity,  to 
prove  immediately  deftrudive  to  animal  life, 
could  not  be  employed  either  in  hofpital  or 
prifon-wards.  But  Dr  Smyth  had  frequently 
remarked,  that  the  fumes  of  the  nitrous  acid 
did  not  aifed  the  breathing  in  the  fame 
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manner ; notwithfcanding  which,  he  con- 
ceived that  they  might  prove  of  equal  effi- 
cacy in  deffroying  or  diminifliing  the  viru- 
lence of  contagion  ; and  many  trials  which 
he  has  now  had  an  opportunity  of  making, 
have  not  only  convinced  him  of  the  power 
of  the  nitrous  acid,  but  alfo  of  the  fafety 
with  wfiich  it  may  be  ufed.  But  of  this 
matter  he  refers  a more  full  defcription  to 
the  Appendix  to  this  Treatife.  And  he  next 
proceeds  to  give  an  account  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  prifoners,  and  of  the  means 
employed  to  purify  the  prifon  and  hofpital 
wards. 

When  Dr  Smyth  arrived  at  Wincheffer, 
he  found  the  lick-lift  increaftng  fo  rapidly, 
that  it  was  neceftary  to  have  immediate  re- 
courfe  to  feme  means  for  deftroying  the 
contagion.  With  this  view,  he  divided  the 
whole  prifon-wards  into  four  parts ; and 
lodging  the  prifoners  in  three  of  thefe,  he 
fet  afide  the  fourth  for  the  purpofe  of  puri- 
fication, which  was  condudled  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

After  removing  all  the  hammocks,  bed- 
ding, &c.  from  the  wards,  they  were  firft 
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thoroughly  cleaned  out.  Then  the  ham- 
mock-polls  were  well  wailied  with  diluted 
marine  acid.  The  wards,  when  dry,  were 
clofely  fhut  up,  and  pots  placed  in  them  at 
different  dillances,  containing  from  half  a 
pound  to  a pound  of  nitre,  which  was  de- 
flagrated by  an  iron  heater  put  into  each 
pot.  The  wards  were  then  fhut  up  for 
fome  hours,  and  w^hen  opened  v/ere  expofed 
to  a free  ventilation.  After  this  procefs 
had  been  once  or  twdce  repeated,  the  wards 
were  again  furnifhed  with  frefh  hammocks 
and  bedding,  the  old  being  entirely  taken 
away. 

Having  thus  prepared  the  wards,  his 
next  objed  \^as  the  preparation  of  the 
prifoners  who  were  to  be  lo*.1ged  in  them. 
As  many  as  could  be  lodged  in  the  pre- 
pared wards  were  taken  to  the  river  in 
companies.  They  were  dripped,  wafhed, 
and  new-clothed,  all  their  old  clothes  being 
carefully  removed.  The  good  effeds  of  this 
plan,  as  far  as  it  could  be  carried  into 
execution,  were  immediately  felt : for  none 
of  the  prifoners  fo  managed  were  afterwards 
feized  with  the  fever.  But  for  want  of  a 
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fufiicient  quantity  of  frefh  clothes,  it  was  ne- 
ceiTary  to  reftore  to  the  owners  what  had 
been  taken  from  them,  after  purifying  and 
fumigating  them. 

Dr  Smyth  next  proceeds  to  treat  of  the 
cure  of  the  jail-fever ; and  he  firit  fpeaks 
of  the  preventive  treatment  or  cure  of  the 
difeafe  in  the  firit  ftage.  He  obferves,  that 
putrid  contagions,  contrary  to  what  happens 
with  thofe  of  the  fpecific  kind,  after  they 
have  been  admitted  into  the  body,  and  even 
after  they  have  excited  various  morbid 
fymptoms,  may  again  be  ‘expelled,  either 
completely,  or  at  lead  to  luch  a degree  as 
greatly  leflen  their  violence.  From  the  ex- 
perience of  fome  of  the  ablefl  phyficians, 
we  learn,  that  there  are  three  ways  of  ex- 
pelling contagion ; the  firfl  by  an  emetic, 
the  fecond  by  fweating,  and  the  third  by 
blifcers  applied  to  different  parts  of  the  bo- 
dy. Of  each  of  thefe  he  offers  fome  obfer- 
vations.  An  emetic  he  reprefents  as  the 
chief  means  of  expelling  contagion^  if  em- 
ployed immediately  on  the  attack  of  the 
difeafe.  But  it  mud  be  ufed  Only  with 
great  caution  when  the  contagion  has  ex- 
cited 
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(i-ited  vomiting,  or  rendered  the  flomach 
very  irritable.  As  an  emetic  is  feidom 
alone  fufficient,  it  is  necelTary,  Dr  Smyth  ob- 
ferves,  to  have  recourfe  to  fweating  to  com- 
plete the  cure  of  the  lirft  ftage. 

When  fweating  is  employed,  it  fhould  be 
kept  up  until  the  fymptoms  of  fever  be  re- 
moved, or  at  lead  till  a complete  intermiffion 
be  obtained.  But  we  diould  never.  Dr 
Smyth  tells  us,  force  fweating  by  any  means 
by  which  the  heat  of  the  body  or  quicknefs 
of  the  pulfe  can  be  greatly  increafed ; and 
we  ought  never  to  perfevere  in  keeping  up 
profufe  fweating,  if  we  find  that  it  does 
not  afford  a fenlible  relief,  or  abatement  of 
fymptoms. 

The  third  niethod  of  removing  conta- 
gion, of  which  Dr  Smyth  fpeaks,  is  the  ap- 
plication of  blifters.  Of  this,  hov/ever,  he 
can  fay  nothing  from  his  own  experience ; 
and  he  mentions  it  only  on  the  authority  of 
Dr  Lind.  He  thinks  it  not  improbable, 
that  in  the  beginning  blifters  may  be  ufed 
with  advantage,  and  the  difeharge  give  ah 
outlet  to  the  poifon.  But,  in  whatever  way 
their  operation  may  be  explained,  he  con  ft- 
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ders  the  authority  of  Dr  Lind  as  warranting 
a trial. 

Be  (ides  thefe  three  methods  of  expelling 
the  poifon,  there  are  two  other  circumftan- 
ces  which  he  coniiders  as  ufeful,  if  not  ne- 
celTary  parts  of  practice,  in  the  firft  ftage  of 
this  difeafe.  The  firft  is  opening  the  body; 
for  which  purpofe  he  recommends  calomel 
as  being  moft  certainly  efficacious,  while 
there  is  the  lead:  riik  of  its  doing  too  much. 
The  fecond  is  bathing  the  feet  and  legs,  or, 
what  is  preferable,  the  whole  body,  in  warm 
water.  This  pradice,  Dr  Smyth  thinks,  is 
particularly  requiiite  for  foldiers  and  failors, 
as  it  waffies  away  any  remains  of  contagion 
adhering  to  the  furface  of  the  body,  re- 
moves the  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  and, 
by  relaxing  the  ficin,  renders  it  more  tran- 
fpirable. 

/ When,  from  employing  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  this  preventive  method  of  cure,  the 
fymptoms  be  either  entirely  removed,  or  a 
^complete  intermiffion  obtained,  the  return 
of  the  fe  er  is  to  be  prevented  |by  the  free 
ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark  ; and  the  patient 
is  to  be  reltored  by  tonics,  gentle  exercife, 
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and  change  of  air.  When  the  preventive 
method  has  proved  inefTefiiial,  the  fever 
may  be  looked  upon  as  formed,  or  advanced 
to  the  fecond  ftage  ; and  recourfe  mull  then 
be  had  to  other  modes  of  treatment  : This 
Dr  Smyth  next  proceeds  to  coniider. 

After  dating  the  fentiments  of  different 
authors  refpecling  the  cure  of  the  jail  and 
other  contagious  fevers,  he  delivers  his  own 
opinion  of  the  treatment  of,  the  jail-fever, 
in  the  fecond  itage,  or  when  the  difeafe  is 
eftabliihed.  The  great  objeds  of  the  ra- 
tional prablitioner  at  this  period  of  the  dif- 
eafe, are,  he  tells  us,  to  moderate  the 
fymptoms  of  fever,  without  diminifhing 
the  flrength ; and  to  fupport  the  ftrength, 
without  increaiing  the  heat  of  the  body,  or 
frequency  of  the  pulfe.  For  anfwering 
thefe  complicated  and  feemingly  oppolite 
intentions,  Dr  Smyth  tells  us,  he  does  not 
know  any  medicines  fo  proper  as  fome  of 
the  preparations  of  antimony  and  the  fpiri- 
tus  aethericus  vitriolici,  or  the  vitriolic  ^ther 
itfelf. 

Without  entering  into  the  comparative 
merit  of  the  various  preparations  of  anti- 
mony, 
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iiionj,  Dr  Smyth  gives  the  preference  to 
tartar  emetic  and  Jain es’s  powder,  or  the. 
piilvis  antimonialis  of  the  London  Pharmaco- 
paeia,  which  he  confiders  as  nothing  different 
from  James’s  powder. 

Thefe  antimonfals  Dr  Smyth  did  not  give 
♦ at  this  period  of  the  difeafe,  with  the  in- 
tention of  exciting  vomiting,  or  even  nau- 
fea.  To  determine  their  operation  to  the 
bowels  in  a moderate  way,  he  generally 
added  to  the  antimonial  pov;der  a few 
grains  of  rhubarb,  or  of  calomel.  The  anti- 
monial powder,  thus  managed,  commonly, 
lie  tells  us,  keeps  the  body  foluble,  the  fkin 
moift,  prevents  the  drynefs  of  the  mouth 
and  fauces,  and  lefTens  the  oppreffion,  an- 
xiety, and  fenfe  of  heat  at  the  pimcordia. 
He  diffuades,  however,  from  the  ufe  of  aii^ 
timonials,  when,  from  the  extreme  irrita-, 
bility  of  the  flomach,  they  occaiion  fick- 
nefs  and  vomiting,  when  there  is  a difpofi- 
tioii  to  profufe  fweating,  or  w^hen  they  in- 
creafe  lownefs  and  dejection.  This,  how- 
ever, Dr  Smyth  tells  us,  may  be  greatly  ob,- 
viated  by  the  other  medicine,  which,  from 
long  experience  of  its  efficacy,  he;  has  veii- 
I tured 
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tiired  to  recommend  in  the  cure  of  conta*. 
gious  fevers. 

This  medicine,  the  fpiritus  aetheris  vitrio- 
lici,  has,  he  thinks,  an  advantage  over  inofl 
cordials,  as  it  does  not  increafe  the  heat  of 
the  body,  or  the  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe ; but, 
on  the  contrary,  renders  the  adtion  of  the 
heart  more  regular  and  flow.  It  is  alfo,  he 
tells  us,  ferviceable  in  promoting  a diapho- 
refis;  and  in  leflening  the  anxiety,  tremors, 
6^c.  As  to  the  mmdes  of  giving  it,  in  cafes 
of  fever  accompanied  with  petechiae  and  vi- 
bices,  and  with  a difpofltion  to  hemorrhage, 
he  commonly  gives  it  in  the  infufum  rofe, 
two  or  three  drachms  to  a pint.  When 
there  is  great  heat  in  the  region  of  the  fto- 
mach,  he  prefers  giving  it  in  a glafs  of  Selt- 
zer water.  When  the  ftomach  is  extremely 
irritable,  he  gives  it  in  an  infuflon  of  mint, 
or  in  weak  negus  made  with  hock  or  Rhe» 
nifh  wine.  Sometimes  he  gives  it  largely, 
diluted  as  a beverage,  at  other  times  as  a 
medicine,  with  a fmaller  proportion  of  wa- 
ter. 

Although  Dr  Smytli  has  found  the  vi- 
triolic aether  and  the  compofitions  of  it  ge* 
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nerally  agreeable  to  the  tafte  of  the  lick, 
yet  he  has  now  and  then  met  with  patients 
who  had  a particular  diflike  to  it,  and  could 
not  take  it  in  any  form.  In  thefe  cafes,  he 
ufes  camphor  in  its  Head.  Dr  Smyth  has 
feldom  been  under  the  neceffity  of  employ- 
ing any  other  medicines  in  the  fecond  flage 
of  this  difeafe.  And  when  the  fever  has 
been  treated  in  this  manner,  the  third  ftage, 
he  tells  us,  has  feldom  occurred : but  when 
it  does  occur,  another  treatment  becomes 
necelTary ; and  refpecfling  this.  Dr  Smyth 
next  makes  fome  obfervations. 

When  the  patient  is  under  a permanent 
coma,  -with  an  increafed  propeniity  to  gan- 
grene, and  a refolved  ftate  of  the  blood, 
fymptoms  which  he  confiders  as  characleriftic 
of  the  laft  ftage,  recourfe,  he  obferves,  is 
commonly  had  to  the  Peruvian  bark,  ferpen- 
taria,  contrayerva,  aromatics,  volatile  alkali, 
mulk,  mineral  acids,  and  wine,  with  the 
application  of  blifters  to  the  extremities. 
Of  each  of  thefe  he  offers  fome  obfervations. 
The  Peruvian  bark  he  confidhrs  as  the  me- 
dicine promifing  the  great efl  advantage. 
But  as  it  can  feldom,  in  this  ftate  of  fever,  be 
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taken  into  the  flomach  in  fufficient  quantity 
to  be  productive  of  much  benefit,  Dr  Smyth 
never  trufts  to  the  quantity  taken  by  the 
mouth,  but  aifo  orders  it  to  be  thrown  up 
by  glyfier  every  twelve  hours ; and  to  fup- 
port  the  ftrength,  he  commonly  direCls  it  to 
be  boiled  in  mutton  or  chicken  broth.  Of 
this  he  directs  half  a pint,  or  twelve  ounces, 
to  be  adminiftered  at  a time  ; and  he  thinks 
it  is  in  general  advifable  to  add  twenty  or 
thirty  drops  of  the  tinCtura  opii. 

As  for  wine,  unlefs  when  the  fick  them- 
felves  have  a diflike  to  it,  or  when  there  is 
reafon  to  apprehend  a phrenitic  delirium, 
coming  on,  it  may,  he  thinks,  be  fafely  al- 
lowed in  every  ftage  of  the  difeafe*  The 
quality  of  the  wine,  and  the  quantity  of 
the  water,  with  wdiich  it  is  diluted,  wdll  de- 
pend upon  the  time  and  fymptoms  of  the 
difeafe.  In  the  lafi:  fiage,  when  the  patient 
is  extremely  weak^  with  a funk  pulfe  and 
cold  fweats,  the  firongeft  vrine  is  required, 
and  the  proper  quantity  can  be  determined 
only  by  the  effeCl  it  produces.  Dr  Smyth' 
tells  us  he  has  given  with  advantage  two 
bottles  of  Madeira  in  a day,  for  feveral  days 
G 2 together  j; 
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Fouadod together ^ aj^d  that  he  once  gave  two  bottlesr 
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recovered.  * " . 

4 Dr  Smyth  concludes  his  account  of  the 

j ^ ^ , 

i treatment  of  this  fever,  when  formed,  with 
a f*ew  remarks  on  the  regimen  and  manage- 
ment of  the  fiek.  They  hiould,  he  obferves, 
be  kept  in  bed,  and  in  a horizontal  pollure. 
No  curtains  fnould  be  drawm  about  the  bed, 
fa'  as  to  prevent  the  free  circulation  of  air: 
The  heat  of  the  room  diould  be  temperate, 
rather  cold  than  hot : The  windows,  unlefs 
in  very  fevere  weather,  fhould  be  kept  open 
during  the  day : The  quantity  of  bed-clothes 
hioiil^  be  regulated  by  the  patient’s  habits 
of  life  ;<  in  general  the  lick  fhould  be  lightly 
covered.  Liquid  noiirifliment  is  the  only 
food  they  require ; and  they  fhould  be  con- 
fined to  the  life  of  gruels,  panadas,  and  ve- 
getable jellies ; to  which  wine  may  be  occa- 
iionally  added  : Whatever  they  take  fiiould 
' be  given  in  fmall  quantities,  and  often. 
Their  drink  fnould  never  be  more  than  te- 


pid ; and,  when  there  is  no  fymptom  of 
vifceral  inhammation,  it  lliould  be  quite  cold. 
In  many  cafes  Dr  Smyth  has  no  objecfions 

to 
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!,o  ice,  or  to  drink  cooled  in  ice.  Patients, 
liowever,  fliould  never  drink  much  at  a 
time  ; and  as  they  have  fcldom  great  thirfc, 
they  do  not  require  it : fruit,  he  adds,  is 
commonly  agreeable  and  uleful  to  them. 

Dr  Smyth  next  proceeds  to  make  fome 
obferyations  on  certain  fymptoms  occurring 
in  the  courfe  of  this  fever,  which  greatly 
increafe  the  fufferings  and  danger  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  which  demand  particular  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  phyfician.  The  fto- 
mach  is  often  fo  extremely  irritable  as  to  re- 
jed  every  thing.  In  this  cafe,  Dr  Smyth 
has  known  fome  relief  afforded  by  fomen- 
;tations,  or  by  a plauer  of  theriaca,  or  of 
opium  and  camphor,  applied  to  the  prsecor- 
dia.  Internally,  abforbents,  mucilages,  and 
opium,  are  the  chief  remedies.  But  the 
medicine  which  lie  has  found  mpft  ufeful  is 
calomel  given  in  pills,  to  tlie  quantity  of  one, 
two,  or  three  grains,  with  opium,  and  re- 
peatedk^t  intervals  till  it  procure  fome  eva- 
cuation by  {tool. 

For  allaying  burning  heat  and  opprefiion 
at  the  prmcordia,  Dr  Smyth  tells  us,  he 
knows  nothing  fo  ferviceable  as  twenty  or 
. - G 3 thirty 
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thirty  drops  of  vitriolic  aether,  in  a glafs  of' 
Seltzer  water,  neutralifed  with  a tea-fpoon- 
ful  of  lemon-juice,  and  taken  in  the  date  of 
effervefcence.  The  vitriolic  a:ther,  or  the 
fpiritus  aetheris  vitrioiici,  is  alfo,  he  thinks, 
the  bell  cordial,  and  mofl  effedlual  remedy, 
for  thelownefs,  anxiety,  trenn.is,  and  catch-=- 
ings,  which  fo  frequently  occur, 

W hat  he  conhders  as  the  moil  effedlual 
means  of  obviating  the  phrenitic  delirium, 
are,  to  keep  the  body  open,  the  air  of  the 
room  cool,  the  patient  lightly  covered,  and 
to  avoid  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  all  heating 
cordials.  After  ciie  delirium  had  come  on, 
he  never  obferved  any  fenfible  relief  frorn 
the  application  of  leeches  or  of  blifters  ^ 
but  he  has  repeatedly  feen  patients  greatly 
compofed  by  cold  embrocations  conftantly 
applied  to  the  fore  bead,  or  to  the  head  fha- 
ved.  The  embrocation  which  he  has  com= 
monly  ufed  is  formed  of  rofe-water,  wdth  a 
fmall  proportion  of  vinegar  and  of  campho- 
rated fpirit  of  v/ine. 

When  there  is  a tendency  to  profiife 
fweating,  the  patient  Ihould  Peep  on  a mat- 
trafs,  be  kept  very  cool,  and  take  frequent- 

^7 


MEDICINE,  1796.  103 


ly  a cup  of  the  infufum  rofae.  The  drink 
Ihould  be  red  wine  and  water  taken  cold,  with 
a few  drops  of  the  elixir  of  vitriol.  Where 
there  is  too  great  tendency  to  purging,  ab- 
forbents,  mucilages,  and  opiates,  with  ipe- 
cac uana  or  rhubarb,  in  fmall  dofes,  are,  he 
tells  us,  the  proper  remedies.  In  thefe 
cafes,  antimonials  and  acids,  whether  ve- 
getable or  mineral,  mult  be  avoided. 

This  treatife  is  concluded  with  a few  re- 
marks on  the  convalefcent  Hate,  and  on  the 
general  effedls  of  contagious  fevers  on  the 
conftitution.  Contagious  fevers  in  general,  but 
efpecially  thofe  which  arife  from  a jail-con- 
tagion, feldom  terminate  in  complete  reco- 
very. As  the  head  is  more  particularly  af- 
feded  in  thefe  fevers,  it  is  fometimes  very 
long  before  the  patient  be  perfedly  free 
from  giddinefs,  and  partial  defed  of  light. 
Dr  Smyth  has  fometimes  feen  the  pupils  of 
the  eyes  remaim  for  feverai  weeks  fo  conli- 
derably  dilated,  with  a pulfe  from  an  hun- 
dred to  an  hundred  and  twenty,  as  gave  juft 
ground  to  fufped,  that  the  brain  was  mate- 
rially injured ; and  yet  thefe  fymptoms  at 
lalt  have  gradually  difappeared  ; and  the 
G 4 complete 
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complete  recovery  of  the  patient  has  pro- 
ved, that  they  were  only  the  effect  of  tem- 
porary weaknefs  and  irritability.  When  con- 
valefcents  become  fuddenly  anafarcous,  they 
commonly,  Dr  Smyth  tells  us,  receive  im- 
mediate relief  from  a brifk  purge,  combined 
with  fquills,  or  fome  other  diuretic  medicine. 

To  this  Treatife,  by  way  of  Appendix,  are 
annexed  feveral  papers  coiine6ted  with  the 
fubject,  and  which  particularly  tend  to  con- 
firm the  two  moll  important  points  on  which 
he  has  infifted  on  the  efficacy  of  the  fpiritus 
vitrioli  dulcis  in  the  cure  of  fevers,  and 
the  fuperior  advantages  of  the  nitrous  acid 
for  deftroying  the  jail-contagion.  But  this 
important  difcovery  will  be  found  more  fully 
demonflrated  under  the  enfumg  article. 
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An  Account  of  the  Experiment  made  'at  the  De- 
fire  of  the  Lords  Commijfioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty on  Board  the  Union  Hofpital  Ship,  to 
determine  the  Effed  of  the^  Nitrous  Acid  in 
dejiroying  Contagion^  and  the  Safety  with 
which  it  may  be  employed.  In  a I etter  ad^ 
drejfed  to  the  Right  Honourable  Earl  Spencer ^ 
"Ufc.  Ufc-  By  James  Carmichael  Smyth, 
M.  D.  F.  Ro  S.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
- of  Phyficians,  and  Phyjician  Extraordinary 
to  his  Majejly,  Svo.  London,  1796. 

The  fubjefl  of  this  fiiort  Treatife  is  in- 
timately connected  with  the  work  of 
Dr  Smyth  on  the  fever  at  Winchefter,  of 
which  an  analyiis  has  been  given  in  the  pre- 
ceding article.  And  if  future  experience 
ihall  confirm,  what  may,  with  a high  degree 
of  probability  be  inferred  from  the  experi- 
ment here  related.  Dr  Smyth’s  difcovery 
refpedling  the  influence  of  the  nitrous  acid 
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in  deftroying  contagion,  will  prove  of  the 
moft  effential  benefit  to  mankind. 

After  a few  introdudlory  fentences  ad- 
dreiied  to  Earl  Spencer  refpecling  the  im- 
portance of  the  fubjed:,  Dr  Smyth  imme- 
diately prefents  his  readers  with  a report  of 
an  experiment  for  flopping  the  progrefs  of 
contagion,  executed  at  liis  defire  on  board 
the  Union  hofpital-fnip,  at  Sheernefs,  by 
Mr  Archibald  Menzies,  late  furgeon  to  his 
Majefly’s  fhip  the  Difcovery  ; a gentleman, 
who,  as  Dr  Smyth  juftly  obferves,  feems  to 
have  been,  in  every  refped,  vrell  qualified 
for  executing  lo  important  a trufi.  The  re- 
port is  here  given  in  the  words  of  Mr  Men- 
zies  himfelf. 

After  having  obtained  every  neceifary  in- 
formation on  the  intended  manner  of  con- 
ducling  the  fumigation,  Mr  Menzies  tells  us, 
that  he  arrived  at  Sheernefs  on  the  24th  of 
November  1795,  and  went  on  board  the 
Union  hofpital-fhip,  in  which,  according  to 
orders  from  the  Admiralty,  the  experiment 
was  to  be  tried.  In  this  fhip,  the  lower  and 
middle  gun-decks  were  divided  into  large 
apartments  or  wards,  which  were  very  much 

crowded 
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srowded  with  lick.  They  lay  in  cradles  to 
the  number  of  nearly  two  hundred,  of  which 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  were  in  dif- 
ferent flages  of  malignant  fever,  extremely 
contagious,  as  was  evident  from  its  rapid 
progrefs  and  fatal  effedls  among  the  attend- 
ants on  the  lick,  and  the  fhip’s  company. 
The  mortalityj  indeed,  had  not  been  fo  great 
as  from  the  virulence  and  malignity  of  the 
difeafe  there  was  reafon  to  dread,  which, 
Mr  Meiizies  thinks,  was  to  be  afcribed  only 
to  the  great  care  and  attention  of  Mr  Baf- 
fan,  furgeon  to  the  hofpital. 

On  the  foienoon  of  the  26th  of  Novem- 
ber, Mr  Menzies  began  the  experiment. 
He  firft  ordered  all  the  ports  and  fkuttles 
to  be  clofe  fhut  up.  Sand  which  had  been 
previoufly  heated  in  iron-pots,  was  then 
fcooped  into  earthen  pipkins  by  means  of 
an  iron-ladle.  In  each  pipkin  a fmall  tea- 
cup was  immerfed,  containing  about  half 
an  ounce  of  concentrated  vitriolic  acid ; to 
which,  after  it  had  acquired  a proper  degree 
of  heat,  an  equal  quantity  of  nitre  in  pov/- 
der  was  gradually  added,  and  the  mixture 
flirred  with  a glafs  fpatula,  until  vapour 
' arofe 
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arofe  from  it  in  confiderable  quantity.  The 
pipkins  were  then  carried  through  the  wards 
by  the  nurfes  and  convalefcents,  who  kept 
walking  about  with  them  in  their  hands,  oc-- 
calionally  putting  them  under  the  cradles  of 
the  lick,  and  in  every  corner  where  any  foul 
air  was  fufpedled  to  lodge.  In  this  manner  the 
fumigation  was  continued,  until  the  whole 
fpace  between  decks  v/as  fore  and  aft  filled 
with  the  vapour,  which  appeared  like  a 
thick  haze. 

In  this  frit  trial  Mr  Menzies  proceeded 
howly  and  cautioully,  following  with  his  eye 
-the  pipkins  in  every  direclion,  to  watch  the 
effedl  of  the  vapour  upon  the  lick.  He 
obferved,  that  at  lirfc  it  excited  a good  deal 
of  coughing.  , But  this  gradually  ceafed,  in 
proportion  as  it  became  more  generally  dif- 
fufed  through  the  wards.  This  appeared 
to  Mr  Menzies  to  be  chiefly  occalioned  by 
the  ignorance  and  inattention  of  thofe  who 
Carried  the  pipkins,  in  putting,  them  fome« 
times  too  near  the  faces  of  the  lick,  by  which 
means  they  fuddenly  inhaled  the  ftrong  va- 
pour, as  it  immediately  ifllied  from  the 
cups, 
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In  compliance  Vv^ith  Dr  Smyth’s  diredtionSj 
the  body-clothes  and  bed-clothes  of  the  lick 
were  as  much  as  pollible  expofed  to  the  nitrous 
vapour  during  the  fumigation ; and  all  the 
dirty  linen  removed  from  them  \yas  imme- 
diately immerfed  in  a tub  of  cold  water,  af- 
terwards carried  on  deck,  rinfed  out,  and 
hung  up  till  nearly  dry^  and  then  fumigated 
before  it  was  taken  to  the  v/alh-houfe ; a 
profecution  wkich  Mr  Menzies  thinks  ex- 
tremely necelfary  in  every  infefiious  difeafe. 

As  the  people  ivere  at  firft  awkward  and 
How,  it  took  about  three  hours  to  fumigate 
the  Ihip.  In  about  an  hour  after,  the  va- 
pour having  entirely  fublided,  the  ports  and 
Ikuttles  were  thrown  open  for  the  admillion 
of  frelh  air.  Mr  Menzies  then  walked 
through  the  wards,  and  plainly  perceived 
that  the  air  of  the  hofpital  was  greatly 
fwxetened  even  by  this  firlt  fumigation. 
Next  morning  the  Ihip  was  again  fumigated, 
beginning  with  the  lower  deck  ; and  the 
people  employed  being  now  better  acquaint- 
ed with  the  operation,  were  more  expert, 
and  hnilhed  the  whole  in  about  an  hour.  In 
another  hour,  the  vapour  having  entirely 
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fubfided,  frefb  air  was  freely  admitted  into 
the  hofpital.  The  fand  was  now  made  hot- 
ter, and  the  fumigation  was  of  courfe  much 
ilronger.  Yet  the  patients  fuffered  no  other 
inconvenience  from  it,  than  a little  cough- 
ing ; and  even  that  was  not  near  fo  general 
as  the  day  before.  Twenty -feven  pipkins 
were  employed  in  the  fumigation.  About 
fourteen  ounces  of  vitriolic  acid,  and  as 
much  nitre,  were  expended  in  the  fore- 
noon ; but  in  the  evening,  as  every  place 
was  clofe,  and  frefn  air  could  not  after- 
wards be  fo  freely  admitted,  it  was  not 
thought  proper  to  employ  fo  many  pipkins ; 
fo  that  little  more  than  half  the  above 
quantity  of  fumigating  materials  was  ufed 
in  the  evening. 

The  plealing  and  immediate  effed  of  the 
fumigation,  in  deilroying  the  offenfive  and 
difagreeable  fmell  ariling  from  fo  many  lick 
crowded  together,  was  foon^  Mr  Menzies 
tells  us,  very  perceptible,  even  to  the  nurfes 
and  attendants.  They  began  to  place  con- 
fidence in  its  efficacy,  and  approached  the 
cradles  of  the  lick  with  lefs  dread  of  being 
infected.  The  lick,  therefore,  were  better 
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attended,  and  the  duty  of  the  hofpital  more 
regularly  performed. 

On  the  28  th,  the  fumigation  was  repeat- 
ed, morning  and  evening,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  on  the  preceding  day,  and  with  the 
fame  p leafing  effed; — of  deflroying  the  of- 
fenfive  fmell,  and  purifying  the  general  air 
of  the  hofpital.  There  was,  however,  in 
particular  places,  a conftant  fource  of  bad 
fmell,  which  was  not  fo  eafily  overcome,  and 
which  was  occafioned  by  the  necefiaries. 
But  this  v/as  remedied  by  an  alteration 
in  the  conftrudion  of  them.  And  Mr 
Menzies  continued  the  fumigation  on  board 
the  Union  regularly  every  morning  and 
evening,  being,  during  that  time,  convin- 
ced that  it  not  only  lefiened  the  danger  of 
the  infedlion,  but  alfo  the  malignity  of  the 
difeafe.  Pie  therefore  concludes  his  report 
with  obferving,  that  the  procefs  of  fumiga- 
ting with  the  nitrous  acid  is  fimple  and  eafy  ; 
and,  although  the  vapour,  be  extremely 
powerful  and  penetrating,  the  fick  of  every 
defcription  were  obferved  to  bear  it  with 
little  or  no  apparent  inconvenience,  and  to 
a much  higher  degree  than  could  have  been 

expected. 
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cxpeded.  As  it  has  been  found  to  purify 
the  air  from  difagreeable  effluvia,  produced 
from  people  being  crowded  together  in  a 
confined  fituatioii,  it  will,  MrMenzies  thinks, 
be  peculiarly  advantageous  on  board  of  fick- 
ly  fbips,  where  the  crew,  their  clothes,  and 
the  fhip,  may  be  fumigated  at  the  fame  time, 
without  rifk  frorii  fire. 

On  the  7th  of  December,'  Mr  Menzies 
reiigned  to  Mr  BalTan  the  further  profecu- 
tion  of  the  experiment  on  board  the  L^iiion 
hofpital-ihip ; and  by  different  letters  from 
him  both  to  Dr  Smyth  and  MrMenzies,  it  ap- 
pears, that  by  the  continued  ufe  of  the  fu- 
migation, the  influence  of  the  contagion 
\vas  effectually  counteracfed,  though  num- 
bers of  patients,  labouring  under  fevers  of 
the  mofi:  malignant  nature,  were  received 
from  the  E.uffian  ffiips  of  war. 

After  the  account  of  the  experiment  oh 
board  the  Union,  Df  Smyth  next  fubjoins  a 
report  from  Mr  Menzies,  of  a iimilar  expeii- 
ment  which  he  made  on  board  foine  of  the 
Ruflian  men  of  war,  in  which  a very  fatal 
contagious  fever  had  prevailed.  And  there 
alfo,  as  appears  both  from  the  report  of 
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Mr  Menzies,  and  from  a certificate  granted 
by  Captain  ChechagofF  fenior,  officer  of  the 
Ruffian  fleet,  the  fumigation  with  the  ni- 
trous acid  was  found  to  have  the  befl;  ef- 
fedls  in  flopping  the  progrefs  of  a contagious 
fever. 

To  thefe  accounts  of  the  experiments,  Dr 
Smyth  fut Joins  a few  obfervations,  pointing 
out  the  conclufions  which  they  afford.  Here- 
marks,  in  the  firft  place,  that  the  experiments 
clearly  demohflrate  the  fafety  with  which 
the  nitrous  acid,  procured  in  the  manner 
defcribed,  may  be  employed  as  a fumiga- 
tion. He  next  obferves,  that  it  had  unque- 
flionably  the  effedt  of  rendering  the  atmo- 
fpheric  air  purer,  and  confequently  fitter  for 
the  purpofes  of  animal  life,  while,  at  the 
lame  time,  it  completely  deftroyed  the  of- 
fenfive  fmell  refulting  from  animal  effluvia, 
or  putrid  matter.  And,  laflly,  he  endea- 
vours to  fhew,  that  they  afford  complete 
and  diredt  evidence  of  the  power  of  the  ni- 
trous acid  to  deflroy  contagion. 

In  an  Appendix  to  this  Treatife,  Dr  Smyth 
prefents  us  with  extradls  from  two  letters, 
written  by  that  very  ingenious  chemifl  Mr 
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Keir  of  Birmingham,  to  a friend  of  his  iii 
London,  which  may  be  confidered  alfo  as 
flrong  tefdmcnies  in  fupport  of  the  power 
of  the  nitrous  acid  vapour,  when  obtained 
in  the  manner  above  direeled.  Mr  Keir 
conliders  Dr  Smyth’s  difcovery  to  be  very 
valuable.  The  fumes,  he  obferves  in  his 
procefs,  are  quite  different  from  the  ordina- 
ry nitrous  vapour  in  the  diflillation  of  aqua- 
fortis, or  from  that  which  exhales  in  the  fo- 
lution  of  metals  by  liitrous  acid..  The  lat- 
ter is  what  has  been  called  phlogiilicated 
nitrous  acid  vapour,  and  is  highly  fuffoca- 
ting  and  noxious.  The  fumes  made  in  Dr 
Smyth’s  manner,  if  there  be  no  metal  em- 
ployed in  the  veffel,  is  highly  dephlogifti- 
. cated  or  oxygenated  nitrous  vapour,  and  is 
alfo  mixed  vhth  a large  quantity  of  pure 
dephlogiilicated  air,  which  is  extricated  from 
the  materials.  Thefe  fumes,  he  obferves, 
'are  not  only  not  fuffocating,  but  have  a very 
pleafant  fmell.  Mr  Keir  thinks,  that  if  the 
diftindion  be  not  made  between  thefe  two 
kinds  of  vapour,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  fome 
perfon  by  accident,  or  in  expeciation  of 
getting  the  nitrous  vapour  more  expeditiouf- 

ly. 


ly,  may  ufe  metal  velTels,  or  diiTolve  metals 
in  nitrous  acid.  For  when  this  is  the  cafe^ 
red  vapours,  which  are  unqueilionably  no- 
xious, will  be  produced. 

Mr  Keir  concludes  with  obferving,  that 
although  a good  deal  of  vital  air  be  extri- 
cated  froni  the  mixture  which  Dr  Smyth 
has  emploj^ed,  yet  he  cannot  agree  with 
thofe  who  attribute  the  medicinal  effect  to 
it.  The  analogy  of  the  deftrubtion  of  ail 
animal  and  vegetable  fermentation  by  mi- 
neral acids,  which  is  well  afcertained,  in- 
clines him  to  believe  the  agency  of  the 
acid  in  the  deftrucffion  of  contagion,  the 
matter  of  which  is,  he  prefumes,  animal 
in  fome  vicious  kind  of  fermentation. 

Upon  the  v/hole,  ifit  ihall  be  found  by  fu- 
ture and  more  extenfive  trials,  that  the  ni- 
trous acid  in  this  ffate  of  vapour  does  de- 
ffroy  cont^ion  : we  need  not  add,  that  the 
difcovery  will  bb  of  the  higheft  utility  to 
mankind. 
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An  Account  of  the  Tellow  Fever  ; with  a fuc- 
cefsful  Method  of  Cure,  By  James  Bryce 
Surgeon^  late  of  the  Btfbridge  Eafi  India- 
man,  Svo.  Edinburgh,  1796. 


HE  deplorable  mortality,  which  of 


1 late  years  has  been  produced  in  dif- 
ferent places,  by  difeafes  denominated  Yel- 
low Fever,  has  naturally  direded  the  atten- 
tion of  praclitioners  to  that  fubjed.  And 
feveral  of  the  mod  attentive  of  thefe  prac- 
titioners, whofe  lot  it. has  been  to  pradife 
where  it  prevailed,  have  already  fubmitted 
to  the  public  their  obfervations  refpeding 
the  difeafe,  and  their  opinions  refpeding 
the  molt  fuccefsful  mode  of  treatment.  It 
is,  however,  much  to  be  regretted,  that, 
while  they  have  held  different  fenti- 
ments  refpeding  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe^ 
no  plan  of  cure  has  yet  been  difcovered, 
by  which  the  ravages  of  this  dreadful  cala- 
mity can  be  effedualiy  checked.  Every 
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farther  effort,  therefore,  to  communicate  to 
the  public  a more  effeffual  rnode  of  com- 
bating this  affedion,  rnay  juftly  be  conli- 
dered  as  having  an  unqueilionable  claim  to 
the  belt  thanks  of  mankind.  And  the  in- 
genious author  of  the  Work  now  before  us, 
has  prefented  to  his  readers,  with  equal 
judgement  and  candour,  the  refult  of  exten- 
live  pradice  in  this  difeafe. 

The  fever  which  he  here  defcribes  pre- 
vailed on  board  the  Bufbridge  Eaft  India- 
man,  while  he  was  furgeon  to  that  fhip ; 
and  different  particulars  refpeding  it  were 
no  lefs  interefling  than  lingular.  The  Buf- 
bridge, having  on  board  109  men  belonging 
to  the  Ihip’s  company,  130  recruits  belong- 
ing to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  25  paf- 
fengers,  in  all  264,  failed  from  the  Downs 
for  Madras  and  Bengal  on  the  i ^th  of  April 
1792.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  nearly 
about  the  fame  time  the  Ihip  Hankey  failed 
alfo  from  England ; by  which  unfortunate 
' fhip,  according  to  Dr  Ghifholm,  the  epide- 
mic was  firft  introduced  into  the  Weft  India 
fettlements,  which  afterwards  proved  fo  fa- 
tal to  them. 

^ 3 
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After  experiencing  very  boifterous  wea-^ 
ther  in  the  Channel,  the  Bufbridge  got 
clear  out  from  the  land  about  tbe  begin- 
ning of  May  ; and,  on  the  26th  of  that 
month,  eroded  the  equator,  in  27  degrees  of 
weft  longitude.  The  weather  for  fome 
days  had  been  very  fultry,  the  mercury 
having  ftood  from  Bo  to  86  degrees  of  Fah- 
renheit’s thermometer ; and,  as  is  coinmon 
in  thefe  latitudes,  there  were  frequent  hea- 
vy ftiowers  of  rain.  About  this  time,  the 
difeafe  made  its  appearance  firft  among 
the  recruits  ; and,  in  a fortnight  after- 
wards, it  fpread  among  the  ftiip’s  company. 
From  the  time  the  difeafe  firft  appeared, 
it  was  common  for  fix  or  feven  to  be  attack- 
ed by  it  daily ; and,  in  the  fpace  of  twelve 
weeks,  almoft  every  perfon  in  the  fhip,  not 
only  had  laboured  under  it,  but  many  had 
fufiered  repeated  relapfes;  and  during  that 
time,  there  were  generally  from  thirty  to 
forty  fick  on  the  lift. 

For  fome  weeks  after  the  commencement 
of  this  fever,  the  weather  was  uncommonly 
fultry,  with  very  little  wind,  which  occa- 
iioned  a tedious  paflage.  But  after  they 
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came  within  light  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  a violent  gale  blowing  diredily  from 
the  ihore,  not  only  prevented  them  from 
landing,  but  obliged  them  to  deviate  feveral 
degrees  to  the  fouthv/ard  of  the  ufual  track. 
While  carried  in  this  manner  into  the  42d 
degree  of  fouth  latitude,  they  experienced 
a great  change  of  temperature,  the  mercury 
in  the  thermometer  failing  to  the  45th  de- 
gree. When  the  gale  abated,  it  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  thick  and  hazy  weather;  and 
what  was  extremely  remarkable,  neither  the 
northern  gale,  which  laHed  about  ten  days, 
nor  the  moift  and  hazy  weather  which  fol- 
lowed, and  continued  for  four  or  live  days, 
appeared  to  lelTen  or  augment  in  any  degree 
the  violence  of  the  difeafe. 

After  they  were  enabled  to  bear  away  to 
the  northward,  till  they  arrived  at  Ceylon, 
they  enjoyed  frefh  gales,  with  a moderate 
temperature.  But  there  again  a calm  un- 
der the  land  immerfed  them  in  the  fame 
fultry  heats  they  had  experienced  in  the 
Atlantic.  Still,  however,  no  ftriking  altera- 
tion appeared  in  the  Hate  of  the  lick,  the 
number  for  nearly  three  months  continuing 
H 4 much 
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much  the  fame.  The  fymptoms  of  the  diL 
eafe  indeed  became  milder,  while  they  en- 
joyed favourable  gales  in  their  courfe  north- 
ward. But  as  its  violence  did  not  return 
with  the  calm  and  fultry  weather  which 
followed,  Mr  Bryce  is  inclined  to  attribute, 
its  milder  afped  to  the  improvements  in  the 
method  of  cure,  which  had  by  that  time 
been  learned  from  experience  and  obfer- 
vatiou. 

How  this  difeafe  originated,  Mr  Bryce 
does  not  pretend  to  determine.  Its  general 
prevalence  feems,  he  allows,  to  fuggeft  con- 
tagion as  the  caufe.  But  the  length  of  time 
after  the  departure  of  the  Bulbridge  from 
England  before  the  difeafe  appeared,  ren- 
ders it  improbable  that  the  contagion  was 
brought  from  thence,  and  they  had  been 
without  communication  with  any  port  or 
velTel  from  the  time  of  leaving  the  Downs 
till  the  difeafe  made  its  appearance.  While 
the  difeafe  raged  on  board  the  Bufbridge, 
they  had  frequent  communication  with  the 
Rofe  Jndiaman,  to  v/hich  the  infedion  was 
never  carried  : as  id,  although  many  conva- 
lefcents  were  fent  alhore  at  Madras,  the 
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difeafe  was  not  communicated  to  the  inha*- 
bitants ; nor  were  feveral  new  paiTengers, 
who  went  with  the  Bufbridge  from  Madras 
to  Bengal,  affecled  with  it.  Thefe  argu- 
ments, however,  by  no  means  difprove  its 
being  propagated  by  contagion,  whatever 
its  origin  might  be.  They  ferve,  indeed, 
to  fliew,  that  the  contagion  aded  only 
under  certain  circumilances ; and  perhaps 
to  render  it  probable,  that  the  propagation 
of  difeafes  by  contagion  may  be  more  eaiily 
prevented  than  fome  are  difpofed  to  ima- 
gine. 

This  difeafe  on  board  the  Bufbridge  could 
not  be  afcribed  to  want  of  air  or  cleanlinefs, 
as  every  poffible  attention  had  been  ufed 
to  preferve  thefe ; the  different  apartments 
were  thoroughly  cleaned  and  fumigated 
with  wetted  gun-powder ; the  decks  were 
fprinkled  with  boiling  vinegar;  and  the 
wind-fails  were  attentively  kept  in  order  at 
each  hatch-way.  Mr  Bryce  is  inclined  to  ' 
conjecture,  that  a peculiar  combination  in 
the  , circumilances  of  diet,  fituation,  and 
Hate  of  atmofphere,  may  have  given  rife  to 
this  calamity.  But  the  fame  combination  of 
I circumftances 
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circumilances  fo  frequently  takes  place  with- 
out producing  any  fever,  that  it  appears 
much  more  probable  the  difeafe  had  its  origin 
either  from  an  imported  fomes,  or  from  a 
‘ fomes  generated  in  fome  individual  in  the 
ihip,  from  whence  it  was  afterwards  propa- 
gated to  others  by  contagion. 

After  this  account  of  the  origin  of  this 
fever,  Mr  Bryce  next  prefents  his  readers 
with  a very  dihindl  and  accurate  hiftory  of 
the  fymptoms.  Thefe  were  very  nearly 
the  fame  as  have  often  been  defcribed  by 
other  writers.  He  obferves,  that  in  the  fe- 
vere  cafes,  headach,  giddinefs,  pain  in  the 
eye-balls,  acrofs  the  fore-head,  and  in  the 
calves  of  the  legs,  became  almoft  infupport- 
able ; the  pulfe  was  exceedingly  frequent, 
fmall,  tremulous,  and  fometimes  intermitting 
and  irregular ; and  delirium,  fubfultus  ten- 
dinum,  with  hiccough,  and  frequent  ner- 
vous or  convuliive  paroxyfms,  feemed  to 
threaten  the  immediate  dilTolution  of  the 
patient.  The  eyes  and  whole  ikin  were  re-, 
markably  yellow,  and  violent  draining  to 
vomit  was  a molt  diftreffing  fymptom.  The 
matter  thrown  up  in  thefe  cafes,  either  re- 
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fembled  the  grounds  of  coffee,  or  confiiLed 
of  a watery  fluid,  witli  many  fmaii  dark- 
coloured  memOrahous-looking  fubffances 
floating  in  it.  Tne  flools,  which  were  pro- 
cured only  by  medicine,  were  dark-coloured, 
often  quite  black,  of  a fhining  appearance, 
very  vifcid,  and  emitted  an  exceiiively  pu- 
trid fetor.  They  occafioned  much  fcalding 
pain  in  palling,  and  often  excoriated  the 
extremity  of  the  reclum,  and  all  around  it, 
to  fuch  a degree,  that  unctuous  applications^ 
became  highly  neceflary.  To  thefe  evacua- 
tions by  ftool,  he  adds,  did  the  threatening 
fymptoms  only  yield  ; and  it  was  obfervable, 
that  the  more  dark-coloured  and  fetid  fuch 
dilcharges  were,  the  more  early  and  certain- 
ly did  the  fymptoms  difappear.  Their  good 
eftecds,  he  tells  us,  were  fo  inftantaneous, 
that  he  has  often  feen  a man  carried  upon 
deck  perfebtly  delirious,  with  fubfultus  ten- 
dinum,  and  in  a ftate  of  the  greatefl  appa- 
rent debility,  v/ho,  after  one  or  two  co- 
pious evacuations  of  this  kind,  has  returned 
of  himlelf,  compofed,  and  aflonifhed  at’ his 
newly  acquirea  ftreiigtli.  Thefe  fymptoms 
were  fufficient  to  demonitrate  the  real  ge- 
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nius  and  difpolition  of  this  fever,  which 
might  with  great  propriety  be  termed  the 
yellow  fever.  Indeed,  according  to  Mr 
Bryce,  in  every  cafe  the  colour  of  the  Ikin 
was  from  a dirty  fallow  to  a deep  yellow. 

After  giving  a hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  Mr 
Bryce  next  proceeds  to  point  out  the  me- 
thod of  cure  which  he  employed.  And  here 
the  fuccefs  v/hich  attended  his  pradice  was 
truly  remarkable.  For  though  upw^ards  of 
250  patients  were  attacked  with  the  difeafe, 
yet  it  proved  fatal  to  three  only.  How  far 
on  board  the  Bufbridge  this  difeafe  had  the 
fame  degree  of  malignity,  as  at  Grenada, 
Philadelphia,  and  fome  other  places,  we 
will  not  pretend  to  fay  ; but  from  the  ac- 
curate account  w^hich  he  gives  of  the  hL 
flory  of  this  affedion,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  many  of  them  were  truly  alarming. 
The  method  of  treatment,  therefore,  which 
he  employed,  may  juftly  be  confidered  as 
claiming  particular  attention. 

For  fome  time  after  the  appearance  of 
this  difeafe,  the  cure  was  attempted  by  firfl 
clearing  the  primae  vise,  and,  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  a remiifion  or  complete  inter- 
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miffion,  by  giving  the  Peruvian  bark  freely. 
Mr  Bryce,  however,  was  much  difappoint- 
ed,  when,  after  congratulating  the  patient 
in  a ftate  of  apyrexia,  on  the  profped  of  a 
fpeedy  recovery,  he  had  the  mortification 
of  feeing  all  the  fymptomS  of  continued 
fever  foon  after  renewed  Mth  redoubled 
violence.  The  milder  purgatives  now  pro- 
duced little  or  no  effed;  upon  the  bowels  ; 
and  the  Peruvian  bark  evidently  appeared 
to  be  ineffedual  and  improper  to  be  longer 
prefcribed. 

The  increafe  of  the  bad  fymptoms,  and 
the  failure  of  the  milder  purgatives,  led 
him  to  fufped,  that  a great  quantity  of  pu- 
trid or  poifonous  matter  tvas  accumulated 
in  the  bowels,  for  the  evacuation  of  which 
the  moil  adive  remedies  would  be  required. 
The  event  juilified  this  opinion ; and  he 
had  foon  the  fatisfadion  to  find,  that  by 
means  of  the  moil  drailic  purgatives,  pro- 
vided early  recourfe  was  had  to  them,  he 
had  acquired  a complete  controul  over  this 
cruel  diilemper,  even  in  its  moil  formidable 
attacks.  He  then  formed  a plan  for  the  re- 
gulation of  future  pradice  on  three  general 
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mdications.  i.  To^  evacuate  all  putrid  of- 
fending matter  ; 2.  To  prevent  the  re-ac- 
cumuiat'ion  of  thefe  * and,  3dl7,  To  relieve 
urgent  fjmptoms. 

As  evacuants  of  the  putrid  offending 
matter,  he  employed  cathartics,  emetics,  and 
fudoriiics.  The  purgative,  which  appeared 
by  far  the  moft  effectual,  was  calomel,  either 
given  by  itfelf,  or  joined  with  other  power- 
ful cathartics.  On  the  iirfl  attack  of  the 
difeafe,  he  generally  gave  eight  or  ten  grains 
of  calomel,  made  into  a pill  of  as  fm all  a 
bulk  as  poffible  ; and,  in  three  hours  after- 
v/ards,  a folution  of  purging  falts,  with  eme- 
tic tartar.  Thefe  never  failed  to  operate 
both  upwards  and  downwards,  and  com- 
monly produced  an  alleviation  of  all  the 
fymptoms.  They  w^ere  fometimes  fufiicient 
to  carry  off  the  difeafe  entirely.  In  by  far 
the  greated;  number,  however,  the  difeafe 
was  more  obilinate  : and,  although  relief 
was  at  firfl  generally  obtained  from  evacua- 
tion of  the  bov/els,  yet  it  was  foon  obfer« 
ved,  that  a repetition  of  the  faline  purges, 
by  procuring  merely  watery  ftools,  exhauft^- 
ed  the  patient’s  flrength,  more  than  the 
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good  efFeds  from  them  compenfated. . But' 
when  recourfe  was.  had-  to  calomel,  either 
by  itfelf  or  joined  'with  powder  of  jallap,  it 
never  failed  to  carry  off  great  quantities 
of  very  fetid,  putrid,  and  black  fcalding 
matter,  to  the  great  relief  of  the  patient. 
A full  dofe  of  calomel,  therefore,  coniift- 
ing  of  ten  or  fifteen  grains,  was  always 
given  at  night,  and  repeated  in  the  morn- 
ing, with  fome  pov/der  of  jallap,  or  cathar- 
tic extrad,  if  neceffary. 

There  were  no  medicines,  Mr  Bryce  tells 
us,  however  fully  they  might  appear  to  eva- 
cuate the  alimentary  canal,  from  which 
much  relief  was  procured,  except  calomel. 
This  led  him  to  fufped,  that  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe  was  not  confined  entirely  to  the 
primae  viae ; but  that  it  might  proceed  from 
a vitiated  fecretion,  and  infedion  of  the 
liver  or  pancreas,  or  perhaps  of  the  fpleen ; 
and  that  it  was  neceffary  to  excite  the  ac- 
tion of  the  containing  veffels,  to  enable 
them  to  throw  ofi'  the  offending  matter  : 
and  from  the  adion  of  calomel  on  the  fa- 
livary  glands,  he  prefumes  that  it  will  be 
well  adapted  for  this  purpofe.  But  whether 
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there  be  any  truth  in  this  conjedlure  or  rioty 
he  affirms  with  confidence,  that  although 
glyfters  and  faline  purgatives,  by  procuring 
merely  watery  evacuations,  without  remo- 
ving the  poifori,  exhauftthe  patient’s  ftrength 
exceedingly,  and  are  therefore  improper  in 
the  advanced  ftages  of  this  difeafe  ; yet  that 
at  thefe  times  a full  dofe  of  calomel,  ei- 
ther by  itfelf  or  joined  with  fome  other 
powerful  cathartic,  may  be  given  with  the 
greatefl  advantage.  He  has,  he  tells  us,' 
often  given  a brilk  cathartic  of  this  kind, 
when  the  pulfe  was  fo  feeble  as  fcarcely  to 
be  felt,  when  hemorrhages,  low  delirium, 
nervous  tremors,  and  faintings,  feemed  to 
indicate  the  greatefl  debility.  And  after 
feveral  copious,  vifcid,  and  exceffively  pu- 
trid evacuations,  procured  in  this  m.anner, 
he  has  had  the  fatisfaclion  to  find,  that  the 
patient  very  foon  acquired  great  increafe 
of  ftrength;  that  thefe  threatening  fymp- 
toms  went  entirely  off ; and  that,  by  conti- 
nuing the  evacuations  according  to  circum- 
fiances,  the  difeafe  was  foon  brought  to  a 
happy  termination. 

At  firft,  when  the  oppreffion  and  fulnefs 

of 


MEDICINE,  1796. 


129 


of  the  epigaflriam,  or  in  the  hypochondriac 
regions,  were  evident.  Mr  Eryce  ordered 
fridtion,  with  mercurial  ointment,  on  thofe 
parts,  fufpefling  fome  vifceral  inflammation  ; 
and  this  was  attended  v/ith  fuch  manifeft 
good  euects,  that  afterwards  he  never  omit- 
ted it,  even  although  the  patients  did  not 
make  the  complaints  that  in  other  cafes  had. 
fuggeiled  the  application.  For  he  found, 
that  foon  after  iiiing  the  friclion  on  the  re- 
gion of  the  liver  or  fpleen,  the  patients 
feldom  failed  having  one  or  more  evacua- 
tions, wEich  were  always  of  that  very  dark 
colour  and  offenfive  nature  fo  necelfary  for 
the  alleviation  of  all  the  fymptonfs.  Upon 
the  whole,  Mr  Bryce  teems  juftly  to  have 
placed  the  greateft  confidence  in  the  cure 
of  this  difeafe  on  mercury.  In  what  man- 
ner it  operated,  in  combating  the  affeclion, 
may  perhaps  be  a matter  of  doubt.  But 
the  benefit  derived  from  it  feemed  at  leafl 
to  be,  evidently  the  greatefl,  when  it  pro- 
duced copious  evacuations  by  fcool. 

After  thefe  obfervaiions  on  the  benefit 
derived  from  mercury,  Mr  Bryce  next  makes 
a few  remarks  on  feme  other  remedies,  par- 
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ticulariy  emetics,  fudorifics,  and  the  Peru-^ 
vian  baric,  which  he  feldom  found  produc- 
tive of  any  advantage,  infomuch  indeed, 
that  he  was  foon  induced  to  give  up  the 
Peruvian  bark  entirely. 

The  fecond  indication,  the  prevention  of 
the  re- accumulation  of  offending  matters, 
was  chiefly  obtained  by  a proper  ufe  of 
laxatives,  and  the  regulation  of  diet.  For 
this  purpofe  alfo,  mercurial  laxatives  were 
principally  employed ; and  the  diet  of  the 
patients  coniiilod  principally  of  flummery, 
fago,  or  rice,  while  their  drink  was  rice-wa- 
ter, or  water-gruel. 

Among  the  urgept  fymptoms,  Mr  Bryce 
often  found  vomiting  the  mod:  troublefome 
attendant  of  the  difeafe.  In  counteradling 
this  fymptom^  draughts  containing  ether 
were  fometimes  of  advantage  : but  what  he 
found  moil  efficacious,  was  calomel  given 
in  large  dofes  during  the  intervals  of  vo- 
miting, to  which  he  fometimes,  though  rare- 
ly, joined  an  opiate. 

Hiccough,  nervous  tremors,  and  faint- 
ings,  were  relieved  by  antifpafmodics  and 
cordials.  For  this  purpofe  he  chiedy  em- 
ployed 
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liloyed  the  volatile  fetid  fpirit  and  ether. 
Camphor  alfo  was  frequently  adminidered 
with  the  evening  dofe  of  calomel,  with  a view 
to  procure  deep,  and  often  feemingly  with 
fuccefs.  In  cafes  of  great  apparent  debility, 
w^hen  nervous  fits  and  faintings  were  fre- 
quent, it  was,  Mr  Bryce  tells  us,  neceffary 
to  allow  the  patient  wine  freely,  till  the 
operation  of  the  calomel  took  place.  But 
. after  this,  it  feemed  to  him  to  be  not  only 
totally  unneceffary,  but  even  improper,  from 
its  heating  quality  increafing  the  reftlefT- 
nefs  of  the  patient.  Opium,  as  impeding 
the  inteftinal  evacuations,  was  at  lad  never 
iifed. 

After  his  obfervations  on  the  method  of 
cure,  Mr  Bryce  fubjoins  a few  remarks  on 
the  prophylaxis.  And  here  every  attention 
which  the  circumdances  of  the  cafe  could 
pofdbly  admit,  feems  to  have  been  paid  to 
obtain  cleanlinefs  and  free  air.  The  fick 
were  as  far  as  podible  kept  by  themfelves ; 
they  were  daily  removed  from  their  births 
for  fome  hours ; and  thefe,  together  with 
the  whole  decks,  were  cleaned  and  fumi- 
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gated,  while  all  excrementitious  matters 
were  inflantly  removed.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, till  after  enjoying  a plentiful  fiipply 
of  fruits  and  frefli  vegetables  at  Madras, 
that  the  difeafe  entirely  difappeared. 
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A Treaiife  on  the  Scurvy  ; containing  a New^ 
an  Eafy.,  and  Ejfeciual  Method  of  curing  that 
Difeafe  ; the  Caufe  arid  Indications  0/  Cure 
deduced  from  Pradice ; and  bjervations  con- 
nected with  the  Subject : with  an  Appending 
confifting  of  Five  Letters  refpedtng  the  Suc« 
cefs  of  a Niw  Scorbutic  Meduine,  By  D. 
Paterfoa,  Surgeon  in  the  Royal  Navy,  Svo, 
Edinburgh,  1795- 

^”1  a great  trading  nation,  and  particu- 
1 larly  to  a nation  whole  exidence 
aimod  entirely  depends  upon  their  navy, 
every  difcovery  refpecling  the  prevention 
or  cure  of  fea-fcurvy,  mud  judly  be  conii- 
dered  as  of  the  highed  importance.  If, 
therefore,  future  and  more  exteniive  expe-^ 
rience  diall  confirm  the  fuccefs  of  that  prac  - 
tice which  Mr  Paterfon  has  in  this  treatife 
recommended,  he  is  defervedly  entitled  to 
the  bed  thanks  of  every  Briton. 

Mr  Paterfon,  while  a furgeon  in  the  royal 
I 3 navy 
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navy  of  Great  Britain,  had  frequent  oppor-^ 
tunities,  in  various  ftations,  and  in  oppolite 
climates,  of  obferving  fcorbutus  in  all  its 
variety ; and  • he  was,  he  tells  us,  often 
obliged  to  witnefs  it,  in  ail  its  hideous 
lhapes,  without  having  it  in  his  power  to 
put  a flop  to  its  deftrudive  career. 

Although  the  authors  who  have  v/ritten 
on  this  fubjed,  differ  much  in  their  opinions 
refpeding  the  proximate  caufe  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  fome  viewing  it  as  an  affedion  of 
' the  folids,  others  of  the  fluids,  yet,  both  in 
the  prevention  and  cure,  they  tend  much 
to  the  fame  point.  Vegetables  have  juftly 
been  confidered  as  the  principal  remedies ; 
and  the  acefcent  fruits,  fuch  as  lemons, 
limes,  and  oranges,  have  been  viewed  as  the 
mofl  powerful  antifcorbutics.  Thefe  fruits, 
however,  are  not  at  all  times  to  be  obtained, 
and  when  obtained,  they  very  foon  go  to  de- 
cay ; while  the  juice  of  any  of  them,  whether 
in  bottles  or  in  cafks,  foon  lofes  a great  part 
of  its  original  qualities.  " Hence  experience 
has  abundantly  demonflrated,  that  they 
cannot  be  depended  upon* in  long  voyages : 
and  the  fame  obfervation  applies  with  equal, 
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if  not  greater,  ftrength  to  ail  kinds  of  vege« 
tables  that  have  been  propofed  as  antifcor-=- 
butics,  when  they  can  be  ufed  only  after 
long  keeping*  Hence  Mr  Paterfon  juflly 
coniidered  it  as  a defideratum  to  difcover  st 
remedy,  which  might  at  all  times,  arid  in 
every  fit  nation,  be  obtained  and  preferved 
without  diffictilty. 

So  far  back  as  the  year  1784,  in  a voyage 
from  the  Eail  Indies  to  England,  he  was 
led,  from  different  confiderations,  to  view 
the  fcnrvy  as  being  the  produce  of  conta-= 
minated,  poifonous,  or  foul  air.  In  that 
voyage,  among  other  remedies,  he  pufhed 
the  life  of  nitre  in  this  difeafe  to  a confide- 
rable  extent,  and,  he  thought,  not  without 
being  ufeful.  When  afterwards  rehedling 
upon  this  fad,  he  was  led  to  conjedure,^ 
that  the  influence  of  nitre  in  mitigating  or 
removing  the  fcurvy,  was  folely  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  from  the  dephlogifticated  or 
vital  air  which  it  contained,  and  that  it 
might  be  rendered  more  adive  by  being 
combined  with  an  acid. 

From  the  trials  of  different  remedies  which 
Mr  Paterfon  made,  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
I 4 the’ 


the  acids  differed  very  much  in  their  effeds. 
The  vitriolic  acid  feemed  to  anfwer  no  good 
purpoie  ; and  fome  of  the  vegetable  acids 
were  more  powerful  than  others.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  fcorbutic  patients,  had  a great 
deiire  for  acids,  and  that  they  often  em- 
ployed them  in  very  great  quantities  with- 
out any  bad  effedl ; inibmuch  that  he  has 
known  fcorbutic  patients,  who  drank  in  one 
night  a quart-bottieful  of  good  common 
vinegar,  without  any  painful  or  difagreeable 
fymptoms  being  produced.  He  was  led, 
therefore  to  infer,  that  inftindl:  pointed  out 
thefe  acids  as  remedies  ; and  he  fuppofed, 
that  if  common  vinegar  were  charged  with 
oxygen  or  vital  air,  it  might  prove  highly 
beneficial  in  preventing  or  removing  fcurvy. 

Having  feen  good  effedls  from  nitre  in 
cafes  of  fcurvy,  and  knowing  that  it  con- 
tained a very  great  quantity  of  vital  air,  he 
concluded,  that  a folution  of  it  in  vinegar 
might  anfwer  the  end  in  view.  Accordingly, 
he  took  the  firfl  favourable  opportunity  of 
fubjeciiiig  this*  conjeclure  to  the  tell  of  ex- 
periment. At  firfl,  he  diflblved  two  ounces 
of  nitre  in  one  quart  of  blip’s  vinegar,  and 
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gave  half  an  ounce  of  this  folution,  which 
he  named  Acetum  Nitrofum,  to  fomq  pa- 
tients twnce,  to  others  thrice,  in  the  day  ; 
and  he  as  frequently  bathed  their  blotched 
and  ulcerated  limbs  with  a little  of  it.  From 
the  good  effedls  which  it  had,  and  from  its 
not  producing  the  fmallefc  degree  of  naufea, 
colica,  or  diarrhcEa,  he  was  foon  induced 
to  augment  the  dofe  to  an  ounce  ; and  find- 
ing that  this  alfo  was  born  without  incon- 
venience, infiead  of  two,  he  diflblved  four 
ounces  of  nitre  in  a quart  of  vinegar ; and 
he  gave  from  half  an  ounce  to  two  ounces 
of  this  ftrong  folution,  twice,  thrice,  or  four 
times  in  the  day,  according  to  circumftan- 
ces ; and  he  alfo  directed  the  legs  to  be 
bathed  with  it  frequently  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  if  they  were  either  blotched,  fiiff, 
or  ulcerated. 

The  difcharge  by  fiool,  the  abfence  or 
prefence  of  gripes  and  naufea,  guided  Mr 
Paterfon  with  refped  to  increafing  or  di- 
minilhing  the  dofe  of  the  nitrous  vinegar. 
He  remarks,  however,  that  it  is  not  a flight 
degree  either  of  naufea  or  diarrhoea,  that 
renders  an  alteration  in  the  quantity  of  the 
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medicine  iiecelTary.'^  To  every  individual,  of 
a number  of  fcorbutic  patients,  eight  ounces 
of  this  ftrong  folution,  containing  an  ounce  of 
nitre,  have  been  adminiftered,  in  the  courfe 
of  a day,  with  the  greateft  fiiccefs,  as  long 
as  fuch  a quantity  was  necelTary.  Large, 
and  frequently  repeated,  dofes  of  this  me- 
dicine, have  been  exhibited  in  cafes  of  dy- 
fenterea  fcorbutica,  and  have  been  found 
to  remove  it.  Sometimes,  notwithftandirig 
the  free  ufe  of  the  nitrous  vinegar,  Mr  Pa- 
terfon  has  known  conftipation  take  place' 
to  a conliderable  degree  ; infomuch,  that  he 
has  found  intermediate  dofes  of  cream  of 
tartar  necelTary,  and  highly  advantageous. 
But  in  a few  particular  cafes,  in  delicate 
habits,  and  where  the  difeafe  was  not  far 
advanced,  he  has  found  even  fmall  dofes  of 
the  nitrous  vinegar  ruffle  the  ftomach  and 
intellines.  In  preventing  or  removing  this 
inconvenience,  two,  three,  or  four  grains  of 
camphor,  v/ith  each  dofe  of  the  nitrous  vi-^ 
negar,  were  found  to  be  very  effeclual. 

In  cafes  of  fcurvy,  during  a courfe  of  the 
nitrous  vinegar,  the  progrefs  to  recovery,  ac- 
cording to  Mr  Paterfon,  is  very  remarkable. 

The^ 
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The  belly,  he  tells  us,  is  in  general  kept 
gently  lax ; the  difcharge  of  urine  is  in- 
creafed,  and  it  is  changed  from  an  alka- 
line to  a healthy  nature  j the  ikin  becomes 
open  and  more  agreeable  to  the  touch  ; the 
chillinefs  is  changed  to  a plealing  warmth  ; 
and  the  pulfe  acquires  fteadinefs  and 
ftrength.  The  deep  comes  to  be  more 
and  more  natural;  the  fallow  and  gloomy 
countenance  is  gradually  changed  to  a clear 
and  cheerful  expreffion : By  degrees  the 
inflammation  of  the  nofe  and  mouth  fub- 
dides;  the  gums  heat  and  get  firm.  The 
lower  extremities  lofe  their  livid  hue  fafter 
than  could  have  been  fuppofed  : they  gra- 
d^jally  become  fofter,  lefs  painful,  and  more 
flexible  ; and  ulcers  put  on  an  healthy  ap- 
pearance, and  fkin  over.  The  great  op- 
preffion  about  the  bread:  and  fliomach  gives 
way ; and  the  cough  and  breathing  become 
lefs  laborious : the  appetite  and  fenfe  of 
tafte  are  reftored ; the  depreflion  of  fpirit 
and  the  laffitude  are  not  remembered ; the 
firength  increafes ; and,  at  lail,  health  is  re- 
eftablifhed. 

While  recourfe  was  had,  however,  to  the 
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nitrous  vinegar,  other  practices  alfo  were 
fometimes  employed.  Thus,  when  the  mouth 
and  nofe  hecame  inflamed,  and  the  gums 
foft,  enlarged,  ulcerated,  and  fetid,  alum, 
either  allowed  to  dilfolve  in  the  mouth,  or 
previoufly  diflblved  in  water,  and  ufed  as  a 
wafh,  was,  after  trying  a variety  of  articles, 
found  to  be  the  beft  remedy.  The  reftora- 
tion  of  the  mouth  and  nofe  to  a found  flate, 
Mr  Paterfon  confiders  as  of  the  greateit  im- 
portance ; for  as  long  as  they  remain  fpon- 
gy,  ulcerated,  and  fetid,  the  air  palling 
through  them  to  the  lungs,  mufl,  he  pre- 
fumes,  be  highly  contaminated,  and  proba- 
bly be  produclive  of  very  bad  confequences. 

l¥ith  the  view  of  allilling  the  nitrous  vi- 
negar, Mr  Paterfon  in  general  kept  his  pa- 
tients on  a mild  and  nourifliing  diet  with 
wine.  But  with  feme,  in  order  to  try  the 
full  force  of  the  medicine,  no  alteration  was 
made  : and  he  has  feen  many  fcorbutics  at 
fea  reflored  by  the  life  of  nitrous  vinegar, 
without  any  addition  to  the  common  allow- 
ance of  Quip’s  proviiioiis.  Ail  his  patients,, 
however,  labouring  under  feurvy,  "were  kept 
as  much  as  poflible  in  good  air,  which  he 
I confiders 
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confiders  as  abfolutely  neceiTary.  Barley,, 
peafe,  or  nee,  with  portable  foup  boiled  vwth 
them  in  the  way  of  broth ; iago,  ialep,  bar- 
ley, rice,  water-gruel,  with  fugar  or  currants, 
feafoned  with  cinnamon  or  mace  ; weak 
infulions  of  tea,  fage,  mint,  fuiTafras,  &c. 
fweetened  with  fugar,  plumb-pudding,  and 
the  like,  were  the  articles  in  common  for 
the  ufe  of  the  fcorbutics,  as  well  as  of  the 
lick  in  general : white  or  red  wine,  accord- 
ing to  circumiftances,  were  allowed  when 
deemed  neceiTary. 

Mr  Paterfon  ilrongly  recommends,  that 
all  fcorbutics;  though  incapable  of  any  duty, 
ought,  in  fine  weather,  to  be  kept,  if  pradi- 
cable,  on  deck,  in  the  open  air,  walking,  fit- 
ting, or  lying,  in  fuch  poltures  as  to  allow 
the  blood  to  circulate  freely,  and  to  prevent 
contradions  of  the  lower  extremities.  He 
recomm^ends  that  the  clothing  fhould  be  ac- 
commodated to  the  climate  : he  obferves, 
however,  that  flannel  next  the  fldn,  in  all 
climates,  might  be  the  means  of  preventing 
much  mifehief,  particularly  to  thofe  expofed 
to  hard  duty,  and  to  the  vicifiitudes  and  in- 
clemencies 
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clemencies  of  the  weather,  as  foldiers  and 
failors  very  often  are. 

The  rnode  of  pradice  which  Mr  Pater- 
fon  has  here  recommended,  feems,  under 
his  direction,  to  have  been  attended  with  the 
greatefl:  fuccefs  : For  he  informs  us,  that 
from  the  time  he  joined  his  Majefly’s  fbip 
the  Refolution,  in  Odober  1793,  to  the 
middle  of  July  1795,  when  he  left  her, 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  fcorbutics 
had  come  under  his  care  ; and  altho’  a great 
number  of  them  were  extremely  bad  cafes, 
yet  all  of  them,  excepting  one,  a man  of  a 
weakly  conilitution,  who  died  from  the  dif- 
eafe  violently  affeding  his  lungs,  and  three  o- 
thers  who  were  fent  to  hofpitals,  one  to  Hahar 
and  two  to  Halifax  hofpital,  recovered  on 
board,  and  chiefly  at  fea,  under  many  difad- 
vantages,  without  feeling  any  inconvenience 
from  the  want  of  lemons,  limes,  or  any  kind 
of  recent  vegetable  matter. 

In  the  month  of  July  1794,  Mr  Paterfon, 
while  at  fea,  was  furniilied  with  a fmall 
quantity  of  limes  for  the  ufe  of  the  fcorbu- 
tics at  that  time  on  board.  This  afforded 
him  an  opportunity  of  comparing  their  ef- 
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fed  with  that  of  the  nitrous  vinegar,  hy 
putting  a certain  number  of  patients  on 
each : and  from  what  he  faw  of  both,  after 
having  weighed  all  circumitances,  he  de- 
cided in  favour  of  the  nitrous  vinegar. 

When  engaged  in  inveftigating  the  na- 
ture of  the  icurvy,  Mr  Paterfon  v/as  led  to 
make  fome  experiments  on  the  blood  and 
ijrine ; with  the  relmt  of  which  the  reader 
is  here  prefented.  Fi.om  a perfon  labouring 
under  f . rvy  three  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken.  After  cooling  and  coagulating,  it 
was  found  to  confift  of  two  ounces  of  coa- 
-gulum,  and  one  ounce  of  ferum.  The  top 
of  the  coagulum,  for  about  a fixteenth  of  an 
inch  in  thicknefs,  was  of  a florid  red  and 
tough ; that  in  the  bottom  was  of  a deep  red, 
approaching  to  black,  and  eaflly  divided. 
On  a portion  of  the  dark-coloured  coagulum. 
was  poured  a quantity  of  common  vinegar, 
the  colour  of  the  coagulum  was  not  altered  : 
Another  portion,  by  the  addition  of  lemon- 
juice,  became  fomewhat  lighter  : A third, 
by  a folution  of  nitre  in  vinegar,  was  im- 
mediately changed  to  a beautiful  red  more 
florid  than  arterial  blood  : In  a fourth  por- 
tion. 
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tion,  the  fame  efFe6l  was  produced  by  a fo- 
lution  of  nitre  in  lemon-juice  : By  volatile 
alkali  added  to  a fifth  portion,  a black  co- 
lour was  produced : And  the  fame  change 
took  place  in  a fixth,  from  the  addition  of 
diluted  vitriolic  acid.  But  both  thefe  por- 
tions were  again  changed  to  a florid  red,  by 
the  adion  of  a folution  of  nitre  in  vinegar, 
and  the  fame  change  v/as  alfo  produced  by 
the  adiion  of  a folution  of  nitre  in  lemon- 
juice.  The  fame  experiments,  Mr  Pa- 
terfon  tells  us,  v/ere  frequently  repeated 
on  blood  taken  from  different  fcorbutic 
patients,  and  with  the  fame,  or  nearly  the 
fame,  phenomena. 

To  a vegetable  blue  infufion  was  added 
the  urine  of  a perfon  labouring  under  fcur- 
vy,  and  the  mixture  turned  green : but  when 
a fimilar  addition  was  made  to  the  urine  of 
a perfon  fuppofed  to  be  healthy,  the  colour 
of  the  infiifl  on  was  no  farther  altered  than 
by  being  made  lighter;  and  it  was  alfo  found, 
that  the  urine  of  people  recovering  from 
fcurvy  lofl:  the  power  of  changing  vegetable 
blue  to  green. 

From  thefe  experiments,  conjoined  with 
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ibme  other  circumftances,  Mr  Paterfon  de- 
duces feveral  concluiions  refpedling  the  na- 
ture of  fcurvy.  As  the  difeafe  appears  in 
places  abounding  with  azotic  and  hydiogene 
galTes  ; as  thefe  gaffes  have  fedative  powers, 
and  the  property  of  changing  blood  from  a 
florid  to  a dark  colour,  and  are,  when  com- 
bined, of  an  alkaline  nature  ; as  fedative  ef- 
feds  appear  as  foon  as  any  in  fcurvy  ; as  the 
blood  is  of  a dark  colour,  and  the  urine  of 
an  alkaline  nature  ; as  the  fcurvy  is  miti- 
gated or  removed  by  pure  atmofpheric  or 
oxygenated  air,  which  is  of  a cordial  reno- 
vating quality  ; as  oxygene  gas  contains  what 
is  diametrically  oppoiite  to  alkali,  the  aci- 
difying principle,  and  has  the  property  of 
changing  blood  from  a dark  to  a florid  co- 
lour; and,  finally,  as  highly  oxygenated  ve- 
getable acids  are  more  powerful  than  any 
thing  elfe,  in  mitigating  or  removing  all  the 
fymptoms  which  conflitute  or  attend  this 
difeafe  ; Mr  Paterfon  v/as  led  to  conclude, 
that  the  caufe  of  fcurvy  is  contaminated  or 
pojionous  air,  moft  probably  rendered  fo 
chiefly  by  azotic  and  hydrogene  gaffes  of  a 
fedative,  contaminating  nature,  ading  more 
VoL,  I.  K readily 
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readily  in  proportion  as  the  body  , is  expofed 
to,  or  afFecled  by,  the  operation  of  other  fe- 
dative  caufes,  fingly  or  combined. 

From  thefe  refiedlicns,  Mr  Paterfon  in- 
fers, that  the  indications  of  cure  in  fcurvy 
mull  be,  I.  To  reflore  energy  to  the  brain  ; 
and,  adly,  To  reftore  the  blood,  and  the 
fluids  fecreted  from  it,  to  their  original  pu- 
rity. The  energy  of  the  brain  is  to  be  rfe- 
lloied  by  pure  and  wholefome  air,  the  food 
of  life,  either  in  a natural  way,  by  living  in 
pure  atmofpheric  air,  or  in  an  artificial  way, 
by  oxygene  or  vital  air,  chemically  produced 
and  infpired,  or  by  fuch  m.edicines  as  are 
known  to  contain  oxygene,  being  ufed  either 
externally  or  internally.  The  energy  of  the 
brain  is  alfo  to  be  reftored,  by  avoiding 
every  thing  of  a fedative  nature,  that  may, 
render  the  great  caufe  of  fcurvy  more  ac- 
tive ; fuch  as  depreffing  pafficns,  hard  indi- 
geftible  food,  water  impregnated  with  con- 
taminated or  poifonous  air,  the  chewing  or  , 
fmoking  of  tobacco,  the  too  free  ufe  of  fpi- 
rituous  liquors,  dry,  wet,  or  infufficient  clo- 
, thing,  and  too  long  expofure  to  cold  and 
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mbiilure.  The  blood  and  the  iluids  fecreted 
from  It  may  be  reftored  to  their  original  pu- 
rity, by  whoiefome  air,  rendered  more  ac- 
tive either  by  natural  or  artificial  mineral 
acids,  and  by  the  oppofites  of  all  the  circum- 
ftances  pointed  at  as  affifting  caufes,  ren- 
dering the  great  caufe  of  fcorbutus  more 
adive.  Thefe  indications,  Mr  Paterfon 
thinks,  entirely  coincide  with  what  he  has 
before  faid  of  the  effeds  of  the  acetum  ni^ 
trofum  in  curing  fcurvy. 

To  this  Treatife  is  added  an  Appendix, 
containing  copies  of  five  letters  fent  to  Mr 
Paterfon,  by  different  navy  furgeoiis,  refped- 
ing  the  effed  of  the  acetum  nitrofum,  as 
obferved  by  them.  From  the  teflimonies 
of  Mr  Beaumont,  lurgeon  to  his  Majefly’s 
Blip  La  Prevoyante,  of  Mr  Fairfowl  of  the 
Lynx,  and  of  Mr  Fleming  of  the  Cleopatra, 
it  appears,  that  this  remedy  was  ufed  by 
them  in  cafes  of  fcurvy  with  fuccefs ; and 
we  fincereiy  hope,  that  the  future  expe- 
rience of  other  praditioners  will  confiiin 
every  thing  that  Mr  Paterfon  has  faid  in 
i^s  favour.  If  that  fnali  be  found  to  be 
K 2 the 
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the  cafe,  the  introdudion  of  the  acetum  nh 
trofum  againft  Icorbutus  will  have  a juft 
claim  to  be  ranked  among  the  moft  import- 
ant recent  difcoveries  in  the  pradice  of  me- 
dicine. 
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Ohfervations  Anatomical  Phyfiological^  and  Pd- 
. thological,  on  the  Pulmonary  Syjiem ; with 
Remarks  on  fome  of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Lungs ^ 
viz.  Hemorrhage^  Wounds^  Ajihma^  Catarrh^ 
Croup.,  and  Confumption  ; , tending  to  ejlablifh 
a new  Pathology  of  the  Imngs^  founded  on 
the  Anatomy  and  Phyfiology  of  the  Parts, 
By  William  Davidfon.  ^vo,  Londpn, 
W95‘ 

Diseases  of  the  lungs,  as  the  author 
juftly  obferves,  are  very  common  in 
this  country ; and  as  the  treatment  of  them 
is  involved  in  much  obfcurity  and  difficulty, 

f 

any  rational  attempt  to  throw  light  upon 
the  fubjedl  has  a jufl;  title  to  be  examined 
with  attention  and  candour : And  although 
the  opinion  which  Mr  Davidfon  holds  re- 
fpedling  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  fparing  ufe  of  liquids,  may,  from 
different  circumftances,  appear  to  many  to 
be  hill  doubtful,  yet  the  truth  of  his  oph 
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nion  deferves  at  lead  to  be  ftdly  afcertained 
b}  accLiiaie  obfervation  in  future  practice. 

After  a general  account  of  the  anatomy 
and  phyliology  of  the  lungs,  Mr  Daviclion 
proceeds  ' to  make  fome  pradical  remarks 
on  aftive  hemorrhage  from  this  part  of  thq 
fydem.  This,  he  obferves,  may  arife  from 
a variety  of  caufes ; and  may  naturally  be 
divided  into  two  difierent  dates : i.  When 
the  hemorrhage  alone  conditutes  the  dif- 
eafe  ; adly,  When  it  is  accompanied  with 
more  or  lefs  of  other  morbid  afiedrions.  The 
move  common  caufes  of  the  fird  date  are, 
coughing,  draining,  or  any  other  violent 
exertion ; by  vrhich  ccndderable  determi- 
nation of  the  blood  is  made  to  the  lungs, 
from  which  proceeds  rupture,  and  confe- 
quent  hemorrhage.  If  this  rupture  be  con- 
fiderable,  great  bleeding  will  mod  proba- 
bly enfue;  and,  according  to  Mr  Davidfon, 
confumption  w ill  very  generally  follown  Eut 
he  adds,  that  fmee  the  idea  of  moderate 
drinking  in  difeafes  of  the  lungs  occurred 
to  him,  he  has  had  many  patients  under 
his  care  in  this  iini  date  oi  the  difeafe,  and 

hap 
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has  facceeded  in  preventing  confumption 
far  beyond  his  moil  fanguine  expedlation. 

In  the  fecond  date  of  pulmonary  hemor- 
rhage, when  it  is  attended  with  other  dif- 
eafes,  as  tubercle,  abfcefs,  or  induration,  the 
ulceration,  Mr  Davidfon  obferves,  is  not  the 
confequence,  but  the  caufe,  of  the  hemor- 
rhage. This  date,  however,  he  condders  as 
comprehending  all  wounds  penetrating  the 
lungs,  as  by  ball,  fword,  or  bayonet,  in  the 
cure  of  which  alfo  he  contends,  that  a mo- 
derate ufe  of  liquids  is  of  infinite  import- 
ance. 

After  pointing  out  this  didindlion,  Mr 
Davidfon  proceeds  to  the  treatment,  which 
includes  both  dates  of  the  difeafe.  He  ranks 
the  remedies  in  the  following  order  : bleed- 
ing, purging,  limitation  of  liquids,  faline 
naufeating  medicines,  bliders  and  ligatures 
to  the  extremities.  Of  each  of  thefe  he 
makes  a few  remarks.  Refpedling  feveral 
of  thefe^  his  fentiments  are  very  much  the 
fame  Vvith  thofe  of  other  writers.  But  he 
condders  the  limited  ufe  of  liquids  as  being 
the  grand  principle  upon  which  the  hinge  of 
K 4 fuceefs^ 
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fuccefs,  in  treating  pulmonary  hemorrhage, 
mull  ‘urn. 

As  the  body  in  a healthy  Hate  is  conti- 
nually employing  and  diicharging  a parti- 
cular portion  of  liquid,  it  is,  he  admits,  ne- 
ceilary  that  a certain  quantity  fliould  be 
taken.  But  it  commonly  happens,  that 
from  pleafure,  or  an  evil  habit,  we  drink 
much  more  than  is  required  ; and  by  this 
means,  Mr  Davidfon  thinks,  we  over-diilend 
the  velTels,  and  ernbarrafs  Nature  in  many 
of  her  falutary  operations.  In  health,  he 
obferves,  the  quantity  abfolutely  required 
is  very  inconfiderable  ; and  in  licknefs,  we 
often  drink  too  much.  This,  he  thinks, 
has  conftantly  been  the  cafe  in  pulmonary 
difeaies,  and  particularly  in  hemorrhages 
from  the  lungs,  according  to  the  common 
, ' method  of  treating  them.  Pradliticners,  he 
adds,  had  furely  forgotten,  that  the  chief 
caufe  of  rupture  and  hemorrhage,  and  the 
chief  impediment  to  the  cure,  was  the  dif- 
teniion  and  too  great  fulnefs  of  the  biocd- 
vefiels,  otherwife  they  would  not  have  add-^ 
ed  to  this  fulnefs  and  diilenlion  by  their 
plentiful  dilution. 

How' 
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How  far  important  advantages  may  really 
be  derived  from  a very  limited  ufe  of  lu 
quids  in  cafes  of  pulmonary  hemorrhage^ 
can  alone  be  determined  by  future  and  ex- 
teniive  experience  : and  the  teftimony  of 
Mr  Davidfon  is  certainly  a fmlicient  foun- 
dation for  giving  it  a fair  trial.  His  reafon- 
ing,  however,  refpedling  the  ground  upon 
which  this  abftinence  from  liquids  operates, 
is  certainly  liable  to  llrong  objedions.  There 
is  but  little  reafon  to  fear,  that,  from  the 
introdudtion  of  mere  watery  fluids,  a ple- 
thoric ftate,  or  too  great  fulnefs  of  the  blood- 
veflTels,  will  ever  arife.  Mere  watery  fluids 
fpeedily  introduced  are  as  fpeedily  evacua- 
ted ; nay,  in  fome  cafes,  they  are  the  mofl 
effedual  means  of  increafing  difcharges ; in-j 
fomuch,  that  a late  praclitioner  of  great 
eminence  contended,  that  if  there  exifled 
in  nature  any  panacea,  or  univerfal  remedy, 
it  was  pure  water ; and  certainly,  in  mofl 
difeafes,  there  is  hardly  any  article  from 
which  lefs  is  tt>  be  dreaded,  while  in  many 
a very  copious  ufe  of  it  may  be  of  conli- 
derable  fervice.  But,  notwithflanding  this, 
there  may  be  fdU  much  truth  in  Mr  Bavid- 
' fon’s 
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fon’s  pradical  obfervations ; and  a limited 
ufe  of  liquids  may  be  found  of  great  ufe  in 
pulmonary  hemorrhages. 

To  thefe  general  remarks,  Mr  Davidfon 
has  fubjoined  feveral  hiftories  of  particular 
cafes,  in  which  a very  limited  ufe  of  liquids 
was  direded,  and  from  which,  he  thinks, 
the  reader  may  be  convinced,  that  this 
pradice  is  not  only  cf  infinite  importance 
in  the  treatment  of  hemorrhages  in  general, 
but  is  alfo  more  particularly  fo,  in  that  of 
adive  hemorrhage  from  the  lungs.  Here, 
hovv^ever,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  thefe 
cafes,  befides  the  limited  ufe  of  liquids,  o- 
ther  remedies,  particularly  blood-lettings, 
were  employed.  It  is  therefore  difficult  to 
fay,  how  much  was  with  juifice  to  be  attri- 
buted to  abilinence  from  fluids.  But  thefe 
cafes  at  leafl  clearly  demonftrate,  that  this 
injundion  was  not  produdive  of  any  bad 
ened,  and  that  mofl:  probably  it  v/as  attend- 
ed with  fome  advantage.  They  therefore 
give  ftrong  encouragement  to  future  trials. 

Mr  Davidfon  next  prefents  us  with  fome 
obfervations  and  pradical  remarks  on  aflh- 
ma.  In  this  difeafe  alfo  he  contends  for 

the 
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the  efficacy  of  a moderate  ufe  of  liquids  : 
and  he  informs  us,  that  in  feverai  inftances 
in  which  he  has  had  an  opportunity  of  try- 
ing this  practice,  it  has  been  attended  with 
fuccefs.  In  coniirmation  of  this,  fome  par-^ 
ticular  cafes  aie  fubjoined. 

General  remarks  on  pulmonary  confump- 
tion,  with  fome  obfervations  on  catarrh  and 
croup,  and  on  the  feat,  origin,  formatioiy, 
and  termination  of  tubercles,  are  the  fub- 
jecls  of  the  next  chapter  of  Mr  Davidfon's 
work.  In  thefe  difeafes  aifo  he  contends, 
that  the  increafed  fulnefs  of  the  vefTel  v/hicii 
evidently  exifls,  points  out  a contrary  method 
of  cure  to  that  commonly  made  ufe  of,  viz. 
a fpare  ufe,  inilead  of  a plentiful  ufe,  of  di- 
luents : and  in  particular  he  obferves,  that 
while  we  endeavour  to  prevent  the  forma- 
tion of  tubercle,  or  v/hen  formed  to  pro- 
mote its  abforption,  by  vomiting,  pur- 
ging, or  other  remedies,  a due  abflinence 
from  liquids,  by  allowing  greater  freedom 
of  circulation  through  the  lungs,  and  lea- 
- ving  the  abforbents  more  liberty  to  a6l,  as 
well  as  permitting  the  proper  expectoration 
to  take  place,  will  be  of  coniiderable  fer- 
vice,  and  hiould  be  ccniiantly  kept  in  view. 
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In  his  obfervations  on  the  treatment  of 
ulceration  of  the  lungs,  and  pulmonary  con- 
fumptions,  he  remarks,  that  from  a due 
confideration  of  the  caufes,  the  following 
indications  of  cure  may  be  derived,  i.  To 
place  the  lungs  as  much  as  poffible  in  that 
eafy  quiet  hate  in  which  we  would  place  an 
external  part  afiecled  with  an  irritable  ul- 
cer, or  where  certain  circumftances  expofed 
that  part  to  irritation,  by  removing  every 
impediment  to  the  proper  and  eafy  exercife 
of  their  natural  functions.  2.  To  regulate 
the  application  and  inhalation  of  the  at- 
mofpheric  or  other  airs  or  vapours,  fo  that 
the  actions  of  the  internal  ulcerated  furface 
may  be  either  increafed  or  diminiflied,  ac- 
cording as  circumftances  ftiall  require.  3. 
To  dired  properly  the  natural  powers  of 
the  whole  pulmonary  fyftem,  in  the  due 
performance  of  its  natural  fundions,  to  ex- 
cite the  adion  of  its  different  branches  if 
too  languid,  and  to  reftrain  them  if  too  ac- 
tive. He  makes  fome  remarks  on  many  dif- 
ferent remedies  which  have  been  employed 
with  the  view  of  anfwering  thefe  indica- 
tions. and,  among  others,  ftrongly  recom- 
mends 
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mends  moderate  drinking.  This,  he  thinks, 
has  often  been  adopted  without  being  at- 
tended to ; and  a cure  has  been  accomplifli- 
ed  by  means  of  it. 

In  this  way  we  are,  he  thinks,  to  account 
for  the  recovery  of  moil  of  thefe  confump- 
tive  patients  who  have  been  cured  by  a 
voyage  to  Liibon,  to  the  Weft  Indies,  or  the 
like.  In  the  firft  place,  they  are  generally, 
he  obferves,  ftck  on  ftrft  going  to  fea ; and 
if  they  do  not  vomit,  they  are  at  leaft  feve- 
ral  days  without  drinking  much  liquid  ; and 
indeed  the  water  is  in  general  fo  indifferent, 
that  they  drink  but  little  during  the  voyage  : 
And  if  they  be  alio  affedled  v/ith  conti- 
nual vomiting,  which  often  happens,  it  will 
be  readily  conceived,  that  the  blood-veifels 
will  be  left  fufticiently  empty.  Thus,  there- 
fore, are  the  lungs,  in  Mr  Davidfon’s  opi- 
nion, left  at  eafe,  while  the  change  of  air, 
and  the  fedative  effeds  of  the  fnip’s  mo- 
tion, may,  he  thinks,  perhaps  affift  in  ac~ 
compliftiing  ^ a cure.  Mr  Davidfon  con- 
cludes his  remarks  on  this  fubjed  by  giving 
a particular  hiftory  of  two  cafes.  One  of 
thefe  was  a coufumption  where  the  lungs 
vrere  fo  miigh  difeafed,  that  the  patient  had 
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iio  chance  of  recovery.  Even  there,  how- 
ever, Mr  Davidfon  thinks,  that  by  a limit- 
ed life  of  liquids  the  fymptoms  were  much 
relieved,  and  the  life  of  the  patient  pro- 
longed. In  the  other,  a cafe  alfo  of  pul- 
mortary  confumption,  by  the  regimen  and 
medicines  diredled,  the  patient  was  com- 
pletely cured  in  the  courfe  of  five  weeks. 

To  this  Treatife  is  fubjoined  an  Ap- 
pendix, containing  obfervaticns  on  fome  ar- 
ticles of  the  Materia  Medica,  particularly 
on  the  rofa  rubra,  flores  chamaemeli,  farfa- 
parilla,  cicuta,  ftramonium,  hyofciamus,  and 
aconitum.  Treating  of  the  cicuta,  he  fire- 
nuoufly  contends,  that  this  article  pof- 
fefies  direcl  fecative  properties,  and  that 
by  them  alone  it  has  cured,  or  affified  in 
the  cure,  of  the  various  difeafes  for  which 
it  has  been  given.  This,  he  thinks,  is  cle- 
monfirated  by  almofi  all  the  cafes  publifned 
on  the  fubjeci,  where  the  particular  ef- 
feds  are  properly  related : And  he  con- 
tends, that  the  ftramonium,  the  hyofcia- 
mus,  and  the  aconitum,  poftefs  alfo  certain 
fedative  powers  refembling  thofe  of  the  cicu- 
ta^  in  confequen  e of  which  he  thinks  much 
benefit  may  be  obtained  from  them. 
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yoannis  Chriftlani  ReiU  Med^  et  Chirurg.  Do3» 
Prof.  Pherup.  Pub.  Ordin.  DirePtoris  Scho- 
Ice  Clinicce,  Civ  it  at  is  Halenfis  Phyfici.,  Acad. 
Nat.  Curiof.  Sodalis  Memorabilium  Llinico- 
rum  Medico-pradicorum.  Faftc.  IF.  Svo. 
Halas,  1795. 

N the  volume  now  before  us,  Dr  Reil, 


I already  well  known  to  the  medical  world 
by  many  valuable  publications,  and  particu- 
larly by  the  former  part  of  his  Memorabilia 
Clinica,  continues  to  prefent  to  the  public 
thofe  interefling  obfervations  which  have 
occurred  to  him  in  adlual  practice. 

\Y e are  here  firlL  prefented  with  fome  ob- 
fervations  on  that  difeafe  of  the  palpebra? 
which  has  the  name  of  Edropium.  A girl, 
ten  years  of  age,  was  feized  with  an  eryfipe- 
latorous  inflammation,  occupying  the  region 
of  the  right-eye.  By  the  ufe  of  emollient 
cataplafms,  and  other  proper  remedies,  it  ter- 
minated in  a luperficial  fphacelus,  chiefly 
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occupying  the  l upenor  palpebra  of  the  right- 
eye.  The  gangrened  parts  being  fepar^ted, 
there  remained  an  nicer  occupying  the 
whole  external  ikin  of  the  palpebra  from 
the  eye- brow  to  the  very  edge  of  tarfus. 
Upon  the  healing  of  this  ulcer,  the  exter- 
nal ikin  of  the  palpebra  was  fo  much  Ihoiten- 
ed,  that  the  edge  of  the  taifus  adhered  to 
the  eye-brow.  The  confequence  of  this  was 
a very  conliderable  edlropium,  and  the  fwell- 
ed  internal  cuticle  of  the  palpebra  was  turn- 
ed out  to  fuch  a degree  as  to  occupy  the 
whole  aperture  for  the  orbit  of  the  eye. 

In  this  lituation  file  was  brought  to  the 
clinical  fchool.  The  orbit  of  the  eye  then 
appeared  as  if  completely  filled  with  a piece 
of  raw  flelh,  which  fo  completely  covered 
the  bulb  of  the  eye,  that  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty it  could  be  railed,  by  the  aid  of  forceps, 
fo  as  to  fhew  the  bulb  of  the  eye  below; 
which,  however,  upon  examination,  was 
found  to  be  found.  This  pudding-like  mafs 
was  cut  off,  and  the  external  cohtradled 
part  of  the  eye- lid  was  direcled  to  be  fre- 
quently rubbed  with  emollient  ointment,- 
while  attempts  v/ere  made  to  draw  it  down 

by 
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by  ineans  of  adhelive  plafters.  But  in  no 
long  time,  from  the  tumor  again  gradually 
ariling,  it  obtained  nearly  the  fame  appear- 
ance  as  before.  It  was  then  determined  to 
make  an  incihon  on  the  external  fkin  of  the 
eye-lid.  Accordingly  the  tumor  was  again 
removed,  and  an  inciiion  was  then  madc;, 
though  not  without  great  difficulty  on  ac- 
count of  its  narrownefs,  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  fuperior  palpebra.  After  cut- 
ting through  the  ffiin  by  means  of  a fcalpel, 
the  cellular  membrane,  every  where  adhering 
and  tenfe,  was  differed.  The  wound  was 
firft  dreffed  with  lint ; but  afterwards,  Vvdien 
it  began  to  fuppurate,  bits  of  fponge  tent, 
accommodated  to  the  ffiape  of  it,  v/ere  in- 
troduced, and  the  whole  retained  by  ad- 
hefive  plafters.  By  thefe  means  the  girl 
was  at  length  cured,  and  the  wound  confo- 
lidated.  The  palpebra  indeed  remained 
fhorter  than  natural.  But  afterwards,  from 
being  frequently  rubbed  with  emollients 
through  the  day,  and  drawn  down  by  ad- 
hefive  plalters  during  the  night,  it  was  by 
degrees  wonderfully  elongated. 

Dr  Reil  tells  us,  that  he  has  frequently 
Yol.  I.  L feen 
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feen  the  e6lropium_of  the  inferior  palpebra 
in  boys,  from  a fcrophulous  caufe,  winch, 
after  premhing  antiphlogiftic  medicines,  w^as 
cured  by  fcarification,  and  a liniment  pre- 
pared of  the  fpirit  of  fait  and  rofe-Avater^ 
without  the  neceffity  of  any  other  opera- 
, tion.  He  concludes  his  obfervation  on  this 
fubjedl  with  lome  remarks  on  the  cauies  of 
the  eftropium,  in  w hich  he  endeavours,  from 
many  different  arguments,  to  prove,  that 
faults  in  the  form  and  eiaflicity  of  the  tarfi 
operate,  in  many  inftances,  as  remote  caiifes 
of  this  difeafe. 

After  fome  obfervations  on  prolapfus  of 
the  vitreous  humour  fucceding  the  opera- 
tion for  the  cataract,  Dr  Reil  next  relates 
a cafe  of  incyfled  dropfy  of  the  brealf.  A 
profeffor  of  law,  lixty-hve  years  of  age,  a 
man  of  middle  llature,  and  of  a robuft  and 
rather  corpulent  habit  of  body,  had  for  a 
long  time  enjoyed  good  health  and  found 
relpiration ; infomuch,  that  fometimes,  du- 
ring his  academical  labours,  he  had  ledured 
nine  times  in  the  day.  Eat  about  ten  years 
before,  he  h^d  been  affeded  with  the  in- 
fluenza, which,  being  negleded,  had  termi- 
nated 
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iiated  ill  an  obftinate  catarrh.  His  cough 
was  dry  in  the  night,  but  attended  with  a 
troublefome  difcharge  of  watery  mucus  du- 
ring the  day.  Six  months  after  the  com- 
mencement of  this  difeafe,  he  began  to 
complain  of  an  uneafy  and  peculiar  fenfa- 
tion  in  ' his  breads  which  was  increafed  by 
fpeaking,  fo  that  he  w^as  obliged  to  deiid 
from  ledluring.  in  the  beginning  of  his 
difeafe,  a long  walk  excited  thofe  didrelb- 
ing  fenfations,  but  aftervv^ards  it  ceafed  to 
have  this  effefl. 

He  gave  different  accounts  of  this  uneafy 
fenfation  at  different  times  : fometimes  it 
was  under  the  form  of  a tenfive  pain,  ex- 
tending from  the  fcapula  to  the  loins ; fome- 
times .he  had  a fenfation  as  if  the  lungs 
were  hanging  loofe  from  the  fcapula;  feme.- 
times  as  if  they  were  drawn  down  by  a rope 
within  the  thorax ; and  at  other  times  he 
felt  as  if  fomething  were  conftantly  moving 
within  his  thorax.  In  the  progrefs  of  his 
difeafe,  the  cough  left  him,  returning  only 
at  intervals  three  or  four  times  in  the  year; 
and  fometimes  for  a quarter  of  a year,  or 
even  longer,  he  enjoyed  tolerable  health  : 
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But  he  continued  hlent  and  melancholy^ 
fhunning  fociety,  as  his  unealinefs  was  al- 
ways renewed  and  augmented  by  fpeaking. 
Sometimes,  by  the  advice  of  his  phyficians,' 
he  tried  to  refume  his  academical  prelections; 
but  was  always  obliged  to  give  them  up, 
from  tne  unealinefs  which  the  fpeaking  oc- 
cafioned. 

Notwithftanding  this,  all  the  functions 
went  on  in  a natural  way.  He  was  corpulent, 
and  of  a flotid  compledion  : He  had  no 
dyfpnoea ; he  could  make  a long  and  deep 
inlpiration^  without  any  unealinefs : He  lay 
with  perfect  eafe  on  both  lides,  and  alfo  on 
his  back  : His  pulfe  was  regular,  and  he 
was  alFeded  with  no  palpitations.  In  fhort, 
all  thole  fymptoms  were  abfent  which  could 
be  fuppofed  to  indicate  any  idiopathic  dif- 
eafe  of  the  lungs.  Many  phyheians  who 
weie  confulted,  therefore,  looked  upon  his 
complaint  as  imaginary,  and  none  of  them 
difeovered  the  real  caufe  of  his  affection. 

He  tried  a great  variety  of  remedies,  and 
ufed  different  mineral  waters,  without  any 
benefit.  At  length,  upon  a fevere  return 
'of  his  cough,  a very  copious  expecd;oration 
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took  place,  of  a mere  watery  fluid,  to  fuch 
an  extent,  that  in  a quarter  of  an  hour  a 
handkerchief  was  as  thoroughly  wet  as  if 
it  had  been  immerfed  in  water.  At  this 
time,  during  a ftrorig  fit  of  convulfive 
coughing,  he  difcharged,  by  expiration,  a 
fluid  w^hich  had  a peculiar  fweet,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fomewhat  fetid  fmeli,  which 
not  only  filled  his  bed-chamber,  but  even 
the  whole  houfe.  This  halitus  did  not  feeni 
to  be  emitted  upon  every  expiration,  but 
only  upon  fevere  coughing.  In  this  fitua- 
tion  he  was  attacked  with  ftertor  in  breath-^ 
ing,  which  was  foon  afterwards  followed  by 
death. 

On  the  diflTedlion  of  his  body,  the  abdo- 
iiiinal  vifcera  appeared  in  every  refpedl  to 
be  found ; and  there  was  eveiy  where  a 
great  abundance  of  fat  : The  lungs  on  the 
left  fide  of  the  thorax  were  free  and  found, 
as  well  as  the  heart ; and  the  pericardium 
contained  a moderate  quantity  of  water: 
The  lungs  in  the  right-fide  of  the  thorax 
Were  united  by  a firm  adhefion  to  the  fter- 
Rum  and  part  of  the  ribs ; and  in  attempt- 
^ ing  to  feparate  them,  the  diffedor  fuddeniy 
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cut  into  a large  cavity,  from  v^^hich  a wa- 
tery fluid,  of  a light  yellow  colour,  not  un- 
like corrupted  milk,  ruftied  out  with  con- 
liderable  force.  There  was  altogether  a 
very  large  quantity  of  this  fluid,  and  it  e- 
rnitted  the  fame  peculiar  and  fpecific  fmell 
which  had  been  obferved  in  the  air  difchar- 
ged  by  expiration  fome  time  before  his 
death.  From  the  bottom  of  the  fac,  a 
thicker  and  honey-like  matter  was  obtained 
by  means  of  a fponge  ; and  after  the  liquor 
was  completely  evacuated,  a fimple  cavity 
remained. 

The  lungs  of  this  iide  were  comprelTed 
towards-  the  bronchia,  fo  as  hardly  to  ex- 
ceed the  hze  of  a man’s  fill.  They  were 
fo  condenfed  as  to  refemble  liver,  and  v/ere 
of  a dark  black  colour  like  coagulated  blood. 
They  Vv^ere,  however,  of  an  uniform  fub- 
ftance,  and  there  were  no  partial  fcirrho- 
lities,  or  vomicae.  The  pulmonary  artery, 
before  its  infertion  into  the  difeafed  lungs, 
was  dilated,  while  the  venous  veffels  were 
contracled.  There  was  no  vefdge  whatever 
of  the  fiiiid  contained  in  the  fac  to  be  met 
wdth  in  the  afpera  arteria,  or  bronchiae.  Br 
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Reil  therefore  thinks,  that  the  fpecific  odour 
obferved  before  death  mull  have  aiifen  from 
a paify  of  the  fac^  by  means  of  which  va- 
pours were  tranfmitted  through  it. 

Dr  Reil  juitly  conhders  this  cafe  as  in  feve- 
ral  reipects  very  remarkable ; particularly 
from  the  fatnefs  of  the  body,  and  total 
want  of  hedic  fever,  notwithilanding  the 
local  difeafe  ; from  the  periodical  cough, 
and  the  fudden  death  of  the  patient^  with- 
out any  increafe  of  the  local  caufe. 

Some  experiments  concerning  the  effeds 
^nd  ufe  of  the  calces  of  bifmuth  and  zmc, 
conditute  alfo  an  important  article  m this 
colledion.  Some  years  ago,  w hen  Dr  Kerck- 
fig  vifited  Halle  in  the  profecution  of  his 
medical  ftudies.  Dr  Reil  had  formed  the 
lefolution  of  writing  a complete  hiilory  of 
thefe  two  articles.  In  the  experiments 
which  he  was  then  engaged  in  making.  Dr 
Kerklig  affiiled  him  v/ith  great  dexterity. 
With  the  detail  of  thefe  experiments,  toge- 
ther with  fome  corolaries  deduced  from  them, 
we  are  here  prefented. 

A young  w^oman  was  admitted  into  the 
hofpital,  labouring  under  amenorrhoea  and 
L 4 an 
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an  ulcer  of  the  foot,  from  which  there  wa^ 
regularly  a difcharge  of  blood  every  fourth 
week,  for  J;he  fpace  of  fome  days.  Six 
powders  were  ordered  for  her,  each  con- 
taining twelve  grains  of  the  calx  of  bif- 
muth.  From  a dofe  taken  daily,  flie  was 
alTecled  with  flight  nanfea  and  unealinefs 
at  homach ; ihe  .had  a gentle  moifture  on 
her  Ikin  during  the  night,  and  her  llools 
became  more  frequent  and  more  loofe.  Soon 
after  this,  fome  ftomach-complaints  took 
place,  fucceeded  by  a tertian  fever.  Upon 
this  the  bifmuth  was  omitted,  and  proper 
remedies  for  the  fever  Vv^ere  prefcribed,  by 
means  of  which  fhe  was  perfedly  recovered 
on  the  twenty-fecond  day.  The  day  fol- 
lowing, the  bifmuth  was  repeated,  and  flie 
took  fifteen  grains,  with  as  much  fugar, 
twice  a-day.  This,  continued  for  fome 
days,  produced  no  effedl  but  moifture  on  the 
ficin.  On  the  thirty-feventh  day,  the  bifmuth 
was  repeated,  to  the  extent  of  a fcruple 
twice  a-day,  and  ftill  without  any  unealinefs, 
or  any  other  obvious  operation  than  flight 
moifture  during  the  night.  Afterwards  the 
dofe  vras  increafed  to  half  a drachm,  with- 
out 
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out  inconvenience.  And  flie  took,  in  all, 
during  the  fpace  of  130  days,  very  near 
eight  ounces  of  the  calx  of  bifmuth,  with- 
out any  diforder  of  the  fundion  of  digeilion, 
or  any  affection  of  her  general  health. 

A young  woman,  in  a good  fcate  of  health, 
began  the  ufe  of  the  calx  of  zinc  on  the 
5th  of  Auguft  1792  : fhe  firft  took  fix  grains 
twice  a-day,  and  the  dofe  was  foon  increafed 
to  twelve.  This  produced  a flight  naufea, 
and  fome  uneafin'efs  at  ftomach.  On  the 
1 2th  of  Auguft,  the  dofe  was  augmented  to 
fifteen  grains ; from  which  there  arofe  con- 
fiderable  uneafinefs  at  ftomach,  and  naufea 
fucceeded  by  augmented  heat : but  thefe 
fymptoms  were  only  of  fhort  continuance. 
On  the  1 6th  of  Auguft,  the  dofe  was  aug- 
mented to  a fcruple,  with  the  fame  effeds 
as  before  ; and  this  dofe  was  continued  till 
the  29th  of  September  : by  w^hich  time  fhe 
had  taken  four  ounces  and  an  half  of  the 
flowers  of  zinc,  wdthout  any  affedion  of 
her  general  health  ; and  a large  ulcer  of 
the  foot,  under  which  fhe  had  laboured, 
w^as  completely  healed. 

A female,  in  the  19th  year  of  her  age, 
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recovered  from  the  venereal  difeafe,  was  or-^ 
dered  fix  grains  of  the  calx  of  zinc  twice 
a-day.  The  firil  dofes  were  followed  by 
naufea,  anxiety  at  the  prrecordia,  heavinefs 
at  fcomacii,  vomiting,  colic-pains,  and  fre- 
quent loofe  llools.  On  the  third  day,  nau- 
fea occurred  without  vomiting ; but  fhe  had 
diflurbed  deep,  and  fweated,  during  the 
night.  On  the  iixth  day,  the  dofe  was  in- 
creafed  to  twelve  grains ; from  which  the 
fame  fymptoms  as  before,  with  vomiting, 
were  produced ; and  Ihe  complained  of  a 
metallic  tafle  in  her  mouth.  Soon  after, 
however,  the  vomiting  ceafed  ; and  on  the 
tenth  day  the  dofe  was  augm.erited  to  fifteen 
grains.  From  this  fire  had  much  naufea 
and  confiderable  uneafmefs,  but  without  a 
return  of  vomiting  ; and  her  nienfes,  w hich, 
during  the  fyphdjitic  ccrr.plaint,  had  been 
abfent,  now  appeared. 

As  theporvdershad  conflantly  ficlcened  her, 
fhe  now  refufed  to  take  any  more  of  them  ; 
and  it  was  therefore  exhibited  under  the 
form  of  pills.  Under  this  form  fire  firfi:  took 
daily  two  fcruples  of  the  dowsers  of  zinc, 
ana  afterwards  a whole  drachm,  wdihout 
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any  inconvenience,  which  Dr  Reil  afcribed 
to  its  gradual  folution.  In  the  fpace  of 
twenty-two  days,  Ihe  had  taken  upwards  of 
an  ounce  and  a half  of  this  mediciee,  with- 
out any  affeclion  of  her  general  health. 

To  two  young  rabbits  of  the  fame  litter, 
Dr  Reil  exhibited  in  the  morning  a fcruple 
of  the  flowers  of  zinc.  From  this  there  arofe 
iaflitude,  want  of  appetite,  a loofe  belly, 
and  the  lofs  of  their  ufual  agility  ; but  no 
vomiting  : A fecond  day,  from  the  fame 
quantity,  the  fame  phenomena  were  pro- 
duced : On  the  third  day,  from  the  fame 
dofe,  there  was  a very  great  lofs  of  flrength  : 
And  on  the  fourth,  death. 

On  the  diffeclion  of  one,  which,  be- 
fore its  death,  had  been  fubjecled  to  con- 
hderable  diarrhoea,  the  inteilines  were  found 
Filed  with  a frothy  green  liquor,  and  the 
flomach  inflamed  at  different  parts,  efpe- 
cially  at  the  pylorus.  The  flomach  con- 
tained a fmall  quantity  of  food,  and  that  in 
a fluid  flate. 

In  the  other,  which  had  died  without 
diarrhma,  the  flomach  was  filled  with  in- 
gefta,  although  for  two  days  before  its  death 
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it  had  eat  nothing.  On  the  back  part  of 
the  flomach  there  was  an  efchar,  about  the 
lize  of  bean,  limilar  to  what  a caufiiic  could 
have  produced,  which  penetrated  to  the  ex- 
terior coat  of  the  ftomachi  To  this  the 
calx  of  zinc,  as  well  as  fome  alimentary 
matters,  adhered.  In  the  fmaller  curvature 
of  the  llbmach,  between  the  cardia  and  py-^ 
lorus,.  there  was  alfo  an  efchar,  but  of  lefs 
fize. 

Another  rabbit,  to  which  Dr  Reil  gave 
fifteen  grains  of  the  calx  of  bifmiuth  daily,- 
on  the  third  day  loft  all  appetite.  Its  hair 
ftood  upright,  its  belly  Vv^as  bound,  and  its 
urine  flowed  profufely  : it  -could  not  walk 
fteadily,  and  was  affected  with  dyfpnoea. 
There  took  place  alfo  a diicharge  of  blood 
from  the  nofe ; foon  after  which  it  died. 
Upon  diflecftion.  Dr  Pceil  found  the  ftomach 
diftended  with  ingefta,  and  a little  inflamed 
at  the  cardia.  The  lungs  in  the  riglit-fi.de 
were  uncommonly  red  and  hard,  and  in  dif- 
ferent places  feemed  to  be  obftructed  by 
an  exudation  of  the  gluten  of  the  blood. 

As  the  fubject  of  another  experiment,  he 
took  four  rabbits ; to  two  of  which  he  gave 
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iaily  five  grains  of  the  calx  of  bifmuth,  and 
to  tire  other  as  much  of  the  calx  of  zinc. 
In  this  gradual  manner  they  fwallowed  feve- 
ral  ounces  of  thefe  articles,  and  feemed  to 
enjoy  good  health.  But  at  the  end  of  fome 
months  after  the  experiment  was  begun, 
they  all  died  in  fucceffion. 

One  of  the  rabbits  which  took  the  calx  of 
bifmuth  became  very  lean  ; fome  of  the  my- 
fenteric  glands  were  enlarged ; and  both 
the  myfenteiy  and  omentum  abounded  with 
Taenic^  hydatigen^.  The  flomach  alfo  ap- 
peared to  be  contradled  between  the  cardia 
and  pylorus. 

In  the  other  which  took  the  calx  of  bif- 
muth, the  inteftines,  and  efpecially  the  coe- 
cum,  were  fluffed  with  indurated  bloody 
foeces.  The  inteflines  in  different  places 
W'ere  inflamed,  and  the  villous  coat  of  the 
flomach  was  marked  with  feveral  black  gan- 
grenous fpots.  But  it  feemed  to  Dr  Reil 
to  have  died  from  conflipation. 

Upon  the  diffedlion  of  one  of  the  rabbits 
which  took  the  calx  of  zinc,  there  was  a 
remarkable  conflriclion  about  the  middle  of 
the  flomach,  and  its  villous  coat  was  of  a 
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white  colour ; and  the  calx  of  the  metal 
feemed  to  adhere  to  it  fo  firmly,  that  it 
could  hardly  be  rubbed  off. 

In  the  body  of  the  other  rabbit  which 
took  the  calx  of  zinc,  nothing  particular 
was  obferved,  excepting  that  the  ficr^ach 
was  fluffed  with  food. 

From  thefe  and  feveral  other  experiments, 
of  which  Dr  Reil  has  given  a particular  de- 
tail, he  draws  the  following  conclufions. 

1.  That  the  calces  of  bifmuth  and  of  zinc 
may  be  given  in  larger  dofes  than  has  hither- 
to been  common  among  phyficians. 

2.  That  notwithflanding  this,  it  is  flill  the 
duty  of  a prudent  phyfician,  to  employ 
with  fome  caution  articles  proving  fatal  to 
brutes,  in  the  manner  that  the  calces  of 
bifmuth  and  zinc  were  obferved  to  do, 

3.  That  the  primary  virtues  of  the  bif- 
muth and  zinc  depend  upon  their  influence 
as  irritants  and  teftringents. 

4.  That  from  thefe  primary  virtues  feve- 
ral other  fecondary  effeds  occur  ; and  par- 
ticularly, that  they  ad  in  fome  degree  as 
flrengthening  medicines  ; that  they  abforb 
acids ; that  they  augment  all  the  fecretions 
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'and  excretions ; that  they  excite  vomitings 
open  the  belly,  and  produce  iweatmg  ; that 
they  poiieis  fome  degree  of  an  anthelmin- 
tic power ; and,  finally,  that  they  operat<? 
as  antifpafmodics. 

Dr  Reil  thinks,  that  the  fedative  power 
of  diefe  calces  is  to  be  inferred  from  expe- 
rience alone,  and  not  from  any  inveftigation 
of  their  conilituent  parts.  They  change, 
he  tells  us,  the  living  Mid  in  a manner 
not  to  be  expifcated,  and  thus  remove  the 
difpofition  to  inordinate  action.  They  are 
preferable,  he  obferves,  in  many  cafes,  to 
other  antifpafmodics,  as  they  are  without 
either  fmell  or  take,  as  they  do  not  increafe 
the  heat  of  the  body,  and  as  they  have  a 
pendency  to  promote  diaphoreiis. 
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Dijjertaiio  Medica  de  Hydrope  Plethorico.  Auc- 
tore  Carolo  Joanne  Chriftiano  Grapen- 
giefTer,  M.  i?.  %vq,  Gottingae,  1795. 

IN  the  treatife  now  before  us,  we  are  pre- 
fented  with  a learned  and  ingenious  dif- 
fertion  on  a modification  of  dropfy,  which, 
according  to  the  author,  is  no  rare  occur- 
rence in  pradrice,  although  but  rarely  ac- 
knowledged, while,  at  the  fame  time,  it 
requires  a mode  of  treatment  very  different 
from  what  is  commonly  employed  in  drop- 
fical  affedions.  For  thefe  reafons,  he  con- 
hders  it  as  a fubjed  well  meriting  the  at- 
tention of  every  praditioner. 

Although  this  difeafe  has  not  b(»er>  before 
this  been  profeffedly  treated  of  by  any  me- 
dical writer,  yet  Dr  Grapengieffer  obferves, 
that  many  detached  cafes  are  to  be  met 
with,  of  dropiies  cured  by  blood-letting ; 
and  he  confiders  this  difeafe  as  hitherto  de- 
fcribed  only  under  the  title  of  Hydrops  Ve- 
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iiasfeclione  curatus  : And  he  quotes  many 
examples  of  cafes  of  this  kind,  both  among 
the  ancients  and  moderns. 

This  difeafe,  according  to  our  author,  may 
be  heft  denominated  Hydrops  Plethoricus. 
It  appears,  he  tells  us,  under  two  diftinfl 
forms  : Sometimes  an  inflammatory  difpofl- 
tion  is  very  obvious,  and  not  unfrequently 
fever  and  topical  inflammation  attend  it : 
but  fometimes  the  caufe  and  nature  of  the 
difeafe  is  fo  obfeure,  that  a diagnofls  cannot 
be  formed  but  v/ith  great  difficulty,  or  only 
after  death ; unlefs,  by  the  force  of  nature,  a 
critical  haemorrhage  ffiall  enfue.  He  therefore 
conflders  this  difeafe  as  comprehending  tVv^o 
fpecies,  the  Hydrops  Plethoricus  x\cutus,  and 
the  Hydrops  Plethoricus  Chronicus  feu  Sup- 
preflTus.  Of  each  of  thefe  fpecies  he  next 
proceeds  to  give  a particular  defeription. 

The  acute  Hydrops  Plethoricus,  he  ob- 
ferves,  occurs  only  with  the  robufl:  and  Vv^ell- 
fed  during  the  prime  of  life  ; and  is  more 
frequent  among  fmiths  and  carpenters  than 
with  other  profeffions.  In  the  beginning 
it  often  appears  under  the  form  of  afehma ; 
VoL,  I,  M and 
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and  not  unfrequently,  prior  to  its  com- 
mencement, . the  patient  has  laboured  un- 
der ibme  inflammatory  afliedion  of  the  breaft. 
Soon  after  this  he  obierves  an  uncommon 
difficulty  of  refpiration  upon  walking  ; he 
afterwards  becomes  affecled  with  conlfant 
dyfpnoea,  and  with  watchfulnefs ; it  be- 
comes impoflible  for  him  to  lie  on  his  back, 
and  he  fuddenly  ftarts  from  fleep,  with  a 
fenfe  of  fuflbcation.  Under  this  form  the 
hydrothorax  plethoricus  acutus  manifefls 
itfelf  ; and  this  our  author  conliders  as 
the  mofl  frequent  modification  of  that 
difeafe.  It  often,  he  *obferves,  precedes 
dropfy  of  the  cellular  membrane,  extending 
over  the  whole  body.  The  afcites  plethori- 
cus is  a more  rare  difeafe,  but  is  fometimes 
alfo  obferved. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  this  modifi- 
cation of  dropfy,  the  pulfe  is  full,  hard,  and 
firong.  If,  however,  from  a fuperabun- 
dance  of  fluids,  the  veffels  happen  to  be  re- 
laxed, then  the  pulfe,  though  fiill  full,  begins 
to  be  flow.  The  urine  is  fcanty  and  lateri- 
tious  ; pains  are  felt  over  the  whole  body, 
principallly  in  the  belly  and  loins : The 

face 


MEDICINE,  1796. 


179 


face  appears  fomewhat  fwelkd ; there  is  a 
proilration  of  appetite ; and  a flight  cough, 
with  fcanty  expedloration  of  mucus.  Pur- 
gatives and  diuretics  are  of  no  fervice ; nay, 
they  even  render  the  urine  more  fcanty, 
and  the  fwelling  more  tenfe.  Blood  drawn 
in  this  dropfy  fhews  always  an  inliammato- 
ry  cruft  ; and  every  venefedion  is  attended 
with  relief,  the  breathing  becoming  imme- 
diately fo  free,  that  the  patient  can  lie  on 
his  back  or  either  fide. 

If  the  common  method  of  cure  be  em- 
ployed, the  difeafe  often  puts  on  a dreadful 
appearance.  The  fwelling  of  the  body  in- 
creafes  to  aclual  rupture  ; violent  pains  take 
place,  attended  with  burning  fever  and  in- 
tolerable thirft.  Often  with  the  mucus  a 
proportion  of  blood  is  expedorated ; deli- 
rium occalionally  fupervenes ; and  the'  pa- 
tient is  fometimes  fuddenly  cut  off  by  con- 
vulftons  or  apoplexy.  In  general,  the  courfe 
of  this  difeafe,  efpecially  after  the  fwellings 
manifeft  themfelves,  is  terminated  in  a ftiort 
time. 

Dr  Grapengiefter  next  gives  the  hiftory  of 
the  hydrops  plethoricus  chronicus.  This 
M 2 difeafe, 
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difeafe,  he  obferves,  has  few  peculiar  fymp- 
toms,  and  of  courle  the  diagnolis  is  very  dif- 
ficult. It  arifes  either  in  a fecondary  way, 
from  the  acute  hydrops,  plethoricus  arifxng 
from  a lefs  adive  caufe  of  inflammation,  and 
improperly  treated : or  in  a primary  way, 
w^here  plethora  occurs,  with  lax,  fpongy, 
and  debilitated  habits,  leading  a fedentary 
life. 

Often  the  patient,  fome  time  prior  to  the 
attack  of  this  dropfy,  is  in  an  infirm  flate ; 
to  remedy  which,  cordial,  flomachic,  and 
flrengthening  medicines,  have  been  em- 
ployed ; but  with  the  effect  of  increafing 
the  caufe  of  the  difeafe.  This  valetudinary 
ffate  increafes ; the  appetite  is  alinoft  to- 
tally aboliffied  ; the  abdomen  gradually 
Iwells,  and  becomes  hard  ; and  the  face, 
with  a cachedic  appearance,  gets  a livid 
hue.  Difficulty  of  breathing,  with  ocde- 
matous  fwelling  of  the  feet,  legs,  and  back, 
manifeft  themfelves  : The  urine  becom.es 
fcanty,  fometimes  almoff  entirely  fupprelT- 
ed : The  ftrength  is  very  much  impaired ; 
and  the  pulfe  fo  fmall,  that  the  veflels  feem 
to  be  almoff  empty,  though  fometimes  it  is 

quick 
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quick  and  fliaiq),  Flufliing  of  the  face,  and 
rednefs  of  the  eyes,  are  often  obferved  when 
the  patient  is  in  an  horizontal  poflure,  and 
then  he  often  complains  of  congeflion  in 
the  head. 

The  fwelling  then  extends  over  the  whole 
body,  and  the  difeafe,  v/ith  all  its  fymptorns, 
increafes : The  excretion  of  urine  aimoU 
entirely  ceafes  : The  ftrongeft  diuretics  and 
hydragogues  are  attended  with  no  fuccefs  5 
and  the  antiphlogiftics  with  very  little : The 
difficult  refpiration  arifes  to  orthopnoea  • 
which,  however,  is  greatly  relieved  by  ve- 
nefeclion,  although  the  remedy  is  but  feL 
dom  employed.  The  power  of  nature, 
even  in  this  laft  ftage,  fometirnes  over-^ 
comes  the  difeafe  by  a critical  hasmot*- 
rhage  from  the  nofe  : But  not  unfrequently, 
by  the  occurrence  of  convullions  and  apo- 
plexy, the  difeafe  terminates  in  death. 

No  other  fpontaneous  crilis  but  haemor- 
rhage from  the  nofe  has  been  obferved  : 
But  this  has  been  often  remarked  to  an  ex- 
ceffive  degree.  Sometimes  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved to  lafl  through  the  greateft  part  of 
a night,  fo  that  the  pulfe  almoft  totally  failed, 
M 3 and 
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and  the  patient  was  in  the  greatefh  danger 
of  deliquium  animi.  It  has  then  been 
thought  neceiTarj  to  employ  means  for  Hop- 
ping it.  But  even  in  thefe  cafes,  within 
the  fpace  of  a few  hours  after  the  hasmor- 
rage,  the  pulfe,  to  a wonderful  degree,  be- 
comes more  full,  hard,  and  flrong.  Even 
during  the  haemorrhage,  the  patient  has 
had  an  increafed  difcharge  of  urine,  with 
great  relief ; and  this  has  continued  till  the 
whole  fwellings  difappea,red.  If  the  haemor- 
rhage leaves  a fever  behind  it,  which  not 
unfrequently  happens,  the  health  and 
flrength  of  the  patient  are  recovered  in  a 
Hiorter  time. 

In  the  diffedion  of  thofe  dying  of  this 
difeafe,  collections  of  water  have  been  found 
over  the  whole  body,  but  particularly  in  the 
cavities  of  the  thorax  and  cranium.  The 
large  velTels  have  been  found  turgid,  being 
dillended  with  much  blood.  Where  the 
difeafe  has  been  of  the  acute  kind,  no  in- 
coniiderable  inflammations  have  been  ob- 
ferved,- 

With  regard  to  the  proximate  caufe  of 
this  difeafe,  the  author  remarks,  that  ple- 
thora. 
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thora,  whether  real  or  fpurious,  and  from 
whatever  caufe  it  may  arife,  muft  always  dif- 
turb  the  equilibrium  in  the  animal  economy; 
and  that,  by  rendering  the  circulation  labo- 
rious, it  may  induce  dropify.'  The  predifpo- 
lition  to  the  acute  form  of  this  difeafe,  he 
confiders  as  ariiing  chiefly  from  a robult  ha- 
bit of  body,  a good  appetite,  good  digeftion, 
too  .great  fanguification,  and  the  omiilion 
of  accuftomed  venefedlion.  To  the*  chro- 
nic fpecies,  again,  thofe  are  chiefly  predif- 
pofed,  who  are  of  lax  amd  fpongy  habits, 
who  are  advanced  in  life,  who  have  a good 
appetite  with  bad  digeftion,  and  thofe  who 
lead  a fedentary  life.  Hence  this  difeafe  is 
rnoft  frequently  obferved  in  monafteries. 

As  exciting  caufes  of  the  hydrops  pletho- 
ricus  acutus,  he  enumerates  the  fuppreflion 
of  accuftomed  haemorrhagies,  'inflammations 
of  internal  parts,  the  repulfton  of  exanthe- 
mata, obftriKftions  to  perfpiration,  and  the 
fudden  checking  of  diarrhoea. 

The  prognofis  in  this  difeafe,  Dr  Grapen- 
giefter  obferves,  both  as  far  as  it  can  be  de- 
duced from  the  caufe,  or  from  the  method 
of  cure,  is  favourable  : for  it  may  be  eftec- 
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tually  removed  by  blood-letting  and  anti- 
ipafmodics.  Every  thing,  however,  depends 
on  the  diagnolis  : If  this  be  obvious,  we 
may  judge  favourably  of  the  difeafe : Hence 
the  prognolis  is  lefs  favourable  in  the  chro- 
nic fpecies  of  the  hydrops  plethoricus,  for 
there  the  diagnohs  is  peculiarly  difficult. 
But  even  in  the  mod:  acute  form,  when, 
Vvdth  the  dropfy,  the  patient  is  at  the  fame 
time  affefled  with  fevere  inflammation,  the 
combination  of  thefe  difeafes  is  highly  dan- 
gerous, efpecially  if  the  plethora  has  been 
aggravated  by  the  repulflon  of  exanthe- 
mata. 

Since  univerfal  plethora  is  the  founda- 
tion of  the  proximate  and  efficient  caufe 
of  this  difeafe,  the  cure,  our  author  thinks, 
niufl:  always  hinge  upon  two  indications. 
I.  The  removal  of  the  caufe,  that  is,  deple- 
tion of  the  whole  body,  and  of  the  veflels 
diftended  from  the  quantity  of  blood  circu- 
lating laborioufly  : 2dly,  The  removal  of 
fpafm  ariflngfrom  the  exciting  caufes;  fucli 
as  the  repulflon  of  eruptions,  fupprefied 
perfpiration,  interrupted  crifls,  or  the  like. 
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With  thefe  intentions,  he  points  out  blood- 
letting as  the  firfh  remedy,  and  indeed  as 
being  almoft  the  only  thing  neceflary,  and 
of  itfelf  fufficient  for  fully  overcoming  the 
difeafe.  For  he  tells  us,  that  in  an  eafy 
and  excellent  way,  it  removes  the  caufe  of 
the  difeafe  and  the  difeafe  itfelf  at  one  and 
the  fame  time  ; it  refolves  fpafm,  and  re- 
ftores  to  the  fyftem  the  power  of  abforbing 
extravafated  ferum. 

Sometimes  it  is  only  by  repeated  blood- 
letting that  the  difeafe  can  be  combated ; 
and  the  longer  the  blood-letting  has  been 
delayed,  the  more  obftinate  is  the  difeafe. 
Moderate  blood-lettings,  repeated  accord- 
ing to  circumftances,  are  more  advanta- 
geous than  very  large  ones  : And  if  there 
be  fymptoms  of  any  particular  vifcus  being 
affedted,  efpecially  of  peripneumony,  topi« 
cal  blood-letting  is  often  highly  ufefuL  If 
blood-letting  alone  fhall  not  fufficiently  in- 
creafe  the  excretion  of  urine,  the  ufe  of 
gentle  diuretic  falts,  fuch  as  cryhals  of  tar- 
tar or  nitre,  in  a very  dilute  folution,  with  a 
little  of  the  oxymel  of  fquiils,  although  be- 
fore 
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fore  they  had  no  efFecl,  will  very  much 
augment  the  difcharge. 

Opium,  ..the  bed  and  the  fafefl  anodyne, 
than  which  no  article  has  more  influence 
in  allaying  fpafms,  is  often  fuperior  to  eve- 
ry thing.  If,  after  blood-letting  and  refri- 
gerants, the  urine  fhould  not  flow  on  ac- 
count of  fpaflic  tenfion,  and  if  the  pains 
over  the  whole  body  fliould  not  ceafe, 
opium  will  often  be  productive  of  the  bed 
effefls,  as  augmenting  the  former,  and  miti- 
gating the  latter.  Even  in  other  fpecies 
of  dropfy.  Dr  Grapengieder  tells  us,  when 
attended|With  fpafmodic  pains  of  the  belly, 
he  has  found  the  bed  effefts  from  opium. 

In  no  fpecies  of  dropfy,  according  to  the 
author,  is  the  free  indulgence  in  the  ufe  of 
liquids,  and  antiphlogidic  regimen,  more  re- 
quired than  in  the  hydrops  plethoricus. 
And  he  is  perfuaded,  that  all  that  has  been 
faid  refpecting  the  beneficial  effects  of  acl-' 
dulated  drinks,  copioudy  introduced,  and 
of  antiphlogidic  regimen  in  certain  cafes  of 
dropfy,  ferves  to  demondrate  the  frequency 
of  this  modification  of  the  difeafe. 
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Ufus  Lapidis  Suilli  in  Lithiaji  Rendu  Auclore 
Sam.  Liljeblad,  M.  D.  Societat,  Reg,  Lit. 
Upf.  adjunct,  Upfaliae. 

Although  the  mineral  kingdom  affords 
a fmailer  number  of  articles  employ- 
ed for  the  purpofes  of  medicine,  than  the 
vegetable,  yet  it  is  well  known,  that  it  af- 
fords fome  of  the  moll  ufeful  and  adive. 
And  the  article  here  treated,  according  to 
the  account  given  by  Dr  Liljeblad,  would 
appear  to  be  of  that  number.  It  is,  he  tells 
us,  found  in  fufficient  quantity  in  Sweden 
to  be  employed  for  economical  purpofes ; 
but  hitherto  it  has  been  but  little  known, 
even  to  the  moil  eminent  phyficians,  altho’ 
well  meriting  their  attention. 

The  lapis  fuillus,  as  it  is  called,  is  an 
earthy  hone,  which  has  long  been  employed 
as  an  ufeful  remedy  againfl  the  difeafes  of 
domeflic  animals ; and  was  probably,  from 
analogy,  afterwards  introduced  againft  thofe 
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of  the  human  body  : and  it  has  particularly 
been  found  to  afford  great  relief  in  cafes  of 
nephritis  calculofa.  From  farther  cbfervation 
and  experience,  there  is,  our  author  obferves, 
great  reafon  to  believe  that  it  will  prove  a 
very  valuable  remedy. 

It  confifls,  he  tells  us,  of  a calx  united 
to  a bituminous  matter,  or  mountain  oil, 
which,  even  to  the  external  fenfes,  particu- 
larly that  of  fmell,  indicates  medical  pro- 
perties. It  derives  the  name  which  it  holds 
among  the  Swedifh  miner alogifts  from  the 
ufe  which  has  been  made  ufe  of  it,  againfl: 
the  difeafes  of  fwine,  for  a very  long  period. 
It  has  been  fuppofed  particularly  to  furnifh 
a very  efficacious  cure  with  thefe  animals 
in  cafes  of  bloody  urine,  and  other  affedlions 
of  the  urinary  organs.  It  has  alfo  in  Swe- 
den the  name  of  Orflea  : and  in  the  mine- 
ralogical  fyflems,  belongs  to  that  genus  of 
earths  wffiich  are  termed  Calcareous.  In  the 
fyilem  of  Cronfted,  it  has  the  name  of  Terra 
calc  area  phlogiflo  fimpUci  mixto  ; in  that  of  Lin- 
naeus, of  Bitumen  fuillum  marmoreum  foetidum  ; 
and  in  that  of  Wallerius,  Spatum  opacum  fric- 
tlone fcetidum.  It  is  a real  calcareous  earth,  pof- 
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feffing  all  thofe  qualities  by  which  the  ge- 
nus of  calx  is  diflinguilhed  from  other  ge- 
nera of  earths.  Thus,  by  the  aid  of  fire,  it 
is  reduced  to  a white  powder,  and  obtains 
cauflicity.  It  effervefces  with  acids.  By 
means  of  the  vitriolic  acid,  it  is  precipitated 
under  the  form  of  gypfum  ; and  by  means 
of  the  muriatic  acid,  it  is  converted  into  a 
fixed  ammoniacal  fait. 

The  author  therefore  concludes,  that  the 
greateft  part  of  it  confifls  of  calx,  and  the 
lead  part  of  afpaltum,  or  mountain  oil.  The 
celebrated  Scheffer  mentions,  that  the  lapis 
fuillus,  diffilled  by  him,  hardly  yielded  any 
veflige  of  oil,  although  it  gave  out  its  acrid 
fmell.  But  Hierne  affirms,  that  from  the 
diftillation  of  four  pounds  of  it,  he  was  able 
to  obtain  a little  oil.  Yet  this  fmallefl  con- 
ftituent  part  gives  it  that  charadler  which 
can  be  mod  readily  detecled  by  the  fenfes, 
that,  viz.  of  emitting  a foetid  or  hepatic 
odour  on  friflion.  The  lapis  fuillus  is  readily 
didinguiffied  from  calcareous  earth  combined 
with  phlogidon  and  the  vitriolic  acid,  which 
alfo  emits  a fetor  on  fridion,  and  which  has 
been  termed  the  Lapis  hepaticus.  This  is 
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readily  diflinguiflied  from  the  other  by  be- 
ing of  a harder  texture,  and  not  fermenting 
with  acids. 

In  Sweden,  four  remarkable  varieties  of 
the  lapis  fuillus  are  found. 

1.  Lapis  folidus  particulis  impalpabilibus 
ater. 

2.  — granulatus,  feu  particulis  granulatis 
fufco-ater. 

3.  — fquamofus  particulis  micaceis. 

4.  — cryilallinus  fpatofus,  nigrefcens,  ferru- 
gineus,  albo-lutefcens. 

The  lapis  fuillus,  which  is  chiefly  met 
with  in  the  fhops  in  Sw^eden,  is  of  the  fourth 
kind.  It  cannot  be  affirmed  that  this  variety 
is  more  powerful  than  the  others ; but  it  was 
employed  in  the  cafes  which  are  afterwards 
detailed.  For  medical  ufe,  efpecially  with 
the  human  fpecies,  the  purefl:  cryftals  are 
fele6led,  which  are  reduced  to  a fubtile  pow- 
der in  a glafs-mortar.  The  powder  thus 
obtained  is  of  a white  or  grey  colour,  which 
is  exhibited  under  the  form  of  bolus  or 
elecluary. 

After  this  account  of  the  lapis  fuillus.  Dr 
Liljeblad  next  makes  fome  obfervations  on 

the 
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the  fymptoms  of  lithiafis  renalis.  Here, 
however,  he  does  not  think  it  neceifary  to 
enter  into  a full  detail,  or  to  fay  any  thing 
of  the  generation  of  calculi  in  the  urinary 
organs.  He  reckons  it  fufficient  to  point 
out  fome  of  thofe  fevere  fymptoms,  in  miti- 
gating which,  and  in  promoting  a more 
eafy  tranfition  of  the  calculi  through  the 
urinary  paifages,  the  lapis  fuillus  has  been 
found  to  produce  the  moft  remarkable  ef- 
fe61s. 

When  calculi,  formed  in  the  pelvis  of' 
the  kidney,  are  moved  from  thence,  and 
pafs  into  the  ureters,  fpafms  are  excited  in 
thefe  organs,  by  which  both  the  heteroge- 
nous body  itfelf,  and  likewife  the  urine,  are 
retained.  From  thence  there  arife  the 
moil  acute  pains  in  the  back,  extending  to 
the  ilia  and  coxse.  Either  no  w^ater  is  dif- 
charged,  or  a very  fmall  quantity  only,  tin- 
ged with  blood.  AfFedions  alfo  extend  to 
other  neighbouring  organs,  particularly  to 
the  inteftinal  canal.  There  often  occur  fe- 
vere colic  pains,  tenlion  of  the  under  part 
of  the  abdomen,  a flow  belly,  naufea,  and 
^bftinate  vomiting,  pain  and  retmciion  of 

the 
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the  teflicles,  and  flupor  of  the  leg  in  the  af- 
fe6led  fide. 

Diftreffing  attacks  of  this  kind,  with  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree  of  feverity,  are  fre- 
quently found  to  return  during  a great  part 
of  life  : And  if  we  yet  know  any  remedy, 
on  which  we  can  depend,  as  mitigating  this 
evil,  it  is,  our  author  affirms,  the  lapis  fuil- 
lus.  In  proof  of  this  affertion,  we  are  here 
prefented  with  a particular  detail  of  feveral 
cafes  in  which  it  was  employed. 

The  lirft  cafe  is  that  of  a man  who  had 
long  laboured  under  calculus  renalis.  But, 
by  the  aid  of  the  lapis  fuillus  for  the  fpace 
of  four  years,  he  had  been  much  relieved 
from  feverity  of  the  difeafe,  and  enjoyed 
much  better  health  than  before.  But  ha- 
ving negleded  his  medicine  on  the  night 
between  the  12th  and  13th  of  December 
1686,  he  became  fubjeded  to  a fevere  return 
of  his  complaints.  He  paffed  an  unquiet 
night,  with  a fenfe  of  coldnefs  in  his  feet, 
and  tenlion  in  the  abdomen.  After  riling 
out  of  bed,  and  attempting  to  walk  up 
Hairs,  he  was  feized  with  fo  violent  a pain 
in  his  left-lide  that  he  could  not  Itir.  His 
I abdomen 
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abdomen  became  ftill  more  diftended  with 
flatulence ; and  he  could  obtain  no  difcharge 
either  by  urine  or  ftool.  He  had  immediate- 
ly recourfe  to  the  powder  of  the  lapis  fuilli, 
which  he  took  in  a little  milk  and  water. 
Immediately  after  fwallowing  it,  a free  dif- 
charge of  wind  took  place,  both  by  eruda- 
tion  and  flatus,  which  was  produdive  of 
confide rable  relief.  In  about  a quarter  of 
an  hour,  he  had  a difcharge  by  the  belly, 
with  a copious  evacuation  of  pale-coloured 
urine. 

But,  notwithftanding  this,  the  pain  of  his 
iide  was  not  relieved,  but,  remaining  as  it 
were  fixed  in  the  ureter,  produced  fucli 
torture  and  anxiety,  that  the  fweat  flowed 
in  drops  from  his  brow.  In  the  fpace, 
therefore,  of  half  an  hour,  he  took  a fe- 
cond  dofe  of  the  powder ; upon  which  the 
tenfion  of  his  abdomen,  vomiting,  and 
fpafms,  fuddenly  ceafed  : Soon  after,  he 
had  another  loofe  flool.  But  the  pain  of 
his  fide,  although  its  violence  was  fome- 
what  abated,  ftill  continued  to  be  di- 
ftrefling.  The  patient  therefore  thought  it 
advifeable  to  put  his  body  in  different  pof« 
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tores,  that  a free  opportunity  might  be 
given  for  the  defeent  of  the  calculus.  A 
quarter  of  an  hour  had  fcarcely  elapfed, 
till  the  pain  of  his  lide  entirely  vanilhed. 
A fenfe  of  preifure  alfo  was  felt  in  the 
bladder^  with  fome  dehre  to  evacuate  urine. 

The  patient,  rejoicing  at  this,  wilhed, 
however,  to  retain  it  for  fome  time,  that  a 
larger  quantity  might  be  colledled.  But  in 
about  eight  or  ten  minutes,  the  defire  for 
evacuation  being  increafed,  he  difeharged 
from  his  bladder  a quantity  of  dark-colour- 
ed grumous  urine,  with  from  fifteen  to  twen- 
ty calculi  of  different  fizes.  After  this,  all  his 
fymptoms  difappeared.  From  this  cafe  it  is 
inferred,  that  the  employment  of  the  lapis 
fuillus  cannot  prevent  the  colledlion  of  cal- 
culous matter  in  the  body,  but  that  it  is  high- 
ly ufeful  in  promoting  the  difeharge  of  cal- 
culi from  the  body,  and  in  alleviating  the 
ufual  fymptoms,  even  when  mofl  fevere. 

The  fubjedf  of  the  fecond  cafe  is  a re- 
fpedable  man,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his 
age,  of  a corpulent  habit  of  body.  He  had 
long  been  affecled  with  lithiafis  renalis, 
which  a fedentary  life  and  plentiful  feeding 

had 
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had  probably  accelerated.  After  various 
and  frequent  attacks  of  the  difeafe,  he  had 
recourfe  to  the  powder  of  the  lapis  fuillus, 
and  it  was  attended  with  immediate  relief. 
He  had  indeed  returns  of  paroxyfms,  but 
without  fevere  fymptoms.  He  difcfiai'ged 
many  calculi  of  different  lizes  : And  he 
has  now  for  feveral  years  enjoyed  tolerable 
health  by  means  of  this  remedy.  He  took  in 
the  beginning  half  a drachm  of  it  in  powder 
every  day  ; and  afterwards  he  had  recourfe 
to  it  at  intervals,  as  foon  as  the  flighted 
pain  in  his  back  gave  fufpicion  of  calculus 
in  the  kidney. 

The  third  cafe  is  that  of  a man  in  the 
feventy-fifth  year  of  his  .age,  who  for  the 
greatefr  part  of  his  life  had  enjoyed  good 
health  : But  about  four  years  before,  with- 
out any  previous  manifeft  caufe.  he  became 
affecled  with  a nephritic  pain.  Various  re- 
medies v/ere  exhibited  to  him,  with  very 
little  benefit,  for  the  fpace  of  a year.  He 
then  had  recourfe  to  the  powder  of  the  la- 
pis fuillus,  and  derived  from  it  very  great 
relief.  After  he  had  taken  it  for  three 
weeks,  his  pains  were  not  only  mitigated, 
N 2*’  but 


ANNALS  OF 


196 

but  feveral  calculi  alfo^  about  the  fize  of 
baiiej-corns,  palTed  from  the  ureters  into 
the  bladder,  and  were  afterwards  difcharged 
from  thence.  The  patient  alfo  found,  that 
the  pain  of  his  abdomen,  fpafms,  and  other 
fymptoms,  were  much  mitigated,  after  the 
life  of  this  remedy. 

At  firft,  he  took  this  remedy  to  the  ex- 
tent of  a tea-fpoonful  twice  a-day ; and  as 
the  difeafe  decreafed,  he  employed  it  lefs 
frequently,  ufing  it  only  every  fecond  or  third 
day : but  upon  any  threatening  of  return, 
he  had  always  recourfe  to  a dofe  of  it.  He 
foon  recovered  better  health  after  the  ufe 
of  it,  and  remained  almofl  as  free  from 
difeafe  as  could  be  expeded  at  his  advan- 
ced age. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  in  this  cafe  the 
calculi  difcharged  before  the  ufe  of  the  la- 
pis fuillus,  were  'of  a folid,  compad,  and 
hard  coniiftence  ; while  thofe  which  were 
difcharged  fometime  after  it  had  been  em- 
ployed, were  porous  and  friable.  From 
this  it  is  with  fome  degree  of  probability 
inferred,  that  the  remedy  has  a power  of 
fomehow  altering  the  texture  of  calculi  in 
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the  kidneys,  and  that  it  may  be  ranked 
among  thofe  remedies  which  have  been 
ftyled  Lithontriptics. 

Beiides  thefe,  feveral  other  cafes  are  here 
related,  in  which  the  powder  of  the  lapis 
fuillus,  employed  to  the  extent  of  half  a dram 
or  fo,  for  a dofe,  was  found  to  be  produc- 
tive of  the  bell  efFe(3:s,  The  Treatife  is  con- 
cluded with  fome  general  remarks  on  the 
cure  of  lithialis  renalis  ; in  which,  after 
pointing  out  the  indications  which  are  to 
be  fulfilled  in  combating  the  difeafe,  i. 
From  the  abundance  of  a certain  acid  in 
the  bpdy  of  every  calculous  patient,  and, 
adly.  From  the  fpafmodic  affedions  arifing 
from  a confent  of  nerves,  which  in  almofi: 
every  cafe  accompany  this  difeafe,  he  en- 
deavours to  account  for  the  benefit  derived 
from  the  lapis  fuillus,  from  its  antacid  and 
antifpafmodic  powers.  The  firfi:  of  thefe  he 
confiders  as  depending  on  the  calcareous 
earth ; and  the  lafi:  on  the  mountain  oil,  or 
bituininous  matter,  which  it ‘contains. 
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DlJJertaiio  Medica  de  Angina  PeBoris,  Auc-^ 
tore  Ernello  Frederico  Schmidt.  Gottin- 
g^.  8vo.  1793. 

HE  difeafe  which  is  the  fubjecl  of  this 


A Differtation,  has  lately  claimed  much 
attention  from  medical  praclitioners.  There 
can,  however,  be  no  doubt,  that  in  not  a 
few  cafes  it  proves  even  fuddenly  fatal : And 
much  yet  remains  to  be  difeovered,  both 
with  refped  to  its  nature,  and  like  wife  with 
regard  to  the  rnofl  fuccefsful  method  of 
cure.  Further  obfervations  refpecling  it* 
therefore,  may  juitly  be  confidered  as  claim- 
ing particular  attention. 

Dr  Schmidt  fets  out  with  offering  fome 
obfervations  on  the  name  of  this  difeafe. 
He  contends,  that  when  we  pay  regard 
both  to  the  cadfe  and  nature  of  the  difeafe, 
no  name  can  be  more  improper  than  that 
of  Angina  Pedloris,  which  has  been  gi- 
ven to  this  difeafe  by  the  Englilh  phyfi- 
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clans.  He  thinks  that  the  term  employed 
by  Elfner,  of  Aftlima  Convulfivum,  is  much 
more  proper : and  as  there  are  feveral  fpe- 
cies  of  convullive  aflhma,  he  thinks  it  would 
be  belt  diflinguiflied  by  a fpecific  nam.e 
from  its  caufe,  and  therefore  propofes  that 
it  fhould  be  denominated  Afthma  ArthritiT 
cum. 

This  fpecific  name,  however,  is,  we  may 
obferve,  entirely  founded  on  a conjeflural, 
perhaps  on  a groundlefs  theory.  How  far 
gout  in  any  cafe  has  a concern  in  the  in- 
dudlion  of  that  difeafe  to  which  Dr  He- 
berden  was  the  firfi:  to  give  the  title  of  An- 
gina Pefloris,  we  will  not  pretend  to  fay.  But 
it  is  at  leafi;  certain,  that  in  many  of  the  moll 
remarkable  cafes  of  this  difeafe,  which  have 
fallen  under  the  obfervation  of  the  moil  emi- 
nent praflitioners  in  Britain,  there  was  not  the 
finalleft  reafon  to  believe  that  they  were  in 
the  lead  degree  connected  ^vith  gout.  The 
generic  term  of  Afihma  is  here  alfo  very 
exceptionable,  as  being  already  appropriated 
to  another  well-known  and  very  different 
difeafe.  Dr  Heberden  gave  it  the  name  of 
Angina  Pecloris,  from  no  vague  conjedurcj, 
N 4 cither 
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either  with  regard  to  its  fuppofed  caufes  of 
nature ; both  of  which  ftill  remain  to  be 
afeertained,  but  from  its  charadle.rifmg 
and  moft  diftreffing  fymptom,  a peculiar 
'pain  or  fenfe  of  ftrangling  in  the  breail. 
And  it  is  certainly  much  better  to  name, 
as  w^ell  as  to  define,  difeafes  from  obvious 
fymptoms,  than  from  hypothetical  opinions. 

We  are  next  prefented  in  thisTreatife  wfith 
a Ihort  hiftory  of  the  difeafe.  Dr  Schmidt 
confiders  fome  hiltories  of  cafes,  deferibed  by 
Hoffman,  in  his  Confultationes  Medicse,  as 
examples  of  this  affedion.  But  he  allows, 
that  the  mpft  accurate  hiflories  of  this  dif- 
eafe have  been  given  by  later  writers,  and 
particularly  by  Heberden,  Fothergill,  Wall, 
Haygarth,  Johnflone,  Alexander,  Percival, 
Smith,  Parr,  Macqueen,  Hamilton,  Berger, 
Gruner,  and  Elfner. 

In  deferibing  the  courfe  of  this  affedion, 
our  author  obferves,  that  although  it  may 
attack  any  age,  fex,  or  conflitution,  yet 
' that  it  is  moft  frequently  obferved  in  men 
advanced  in  life.  It  is  alfo,  he  thinks,  a 
more  frequent  complaint  in  a cold  and  moift 
atmofphere,  than  where  the  air  is  ferene  and 
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dry.  It  chiefly  attacks  the  exhaufted  and 
debilitated ; but  has  alfo  been  not  unfre- 
quently  obferved  in  perfons  apparently  in 
good  health. 

This  difeafe,  the  author  obferves,  is  often 
preceded  by  a confide'rable  number  of  dif- 
ferent fymptoms  ; particularly,  various  fl:o- 
mach  complaints  and  depraved  digeltion, 
fpafms  of  different  kinds,  convulfions,  colic- 
pains,  and  tranfitory  pains  in  the  joints. 
All  thefe  fymptoms,  on  the  attack  of  the 
angina  pedoris,  either  altogether  vanifh,  or 
at  lead  are  much  diminilhed,  in  violence. 
And  again,  they  often  alternate  with  the 
angina  pedoris,  the  patient  finding  himfelf 
entirely  freed  from  that  difeafe,  on  a return 
of  the  former  fymptoms. 

The  attack  of  the  difeafe  is  particularly 
marked  by  fevere  pain  in  the  breaft,  efpecial- 
ly  under  the  fternum,  extending  to  the  arm, 
and  affeding  in  a remarkable  manner  the  del- 
toid mufcle.  This  pain  is  generally  of  the 
lancinating,  fometimes  of  the  prelfive  kind, 
conjoined  with  a peculiar  fenfe  of  conff ric  - 
tion  in  the  breaft,  and  often  the  higheft  de- 
gree of  dyfpnoea  : Such  an  accumulation  of 
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blood  takes  place  in  the  head,  that  the 
countenance  is  fvvelled,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  diftrelTed  with  the  highell  de- 
gree of  anxiety  : The  circulation  is  much 
alFeded,  the  pulfe  being  frequently  con- 
traded,  fmall,  and  unequal : The  paroxyfms 
at  firll  are  of  very  Ihort  duration  ; but  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  they  become  of 
longer  continuance  : Towards  the  clofe  of 
the  paroxyfm,  there  is  generally  a difeharge 
under  the  form  of  erudation  and  flatus, 
by  which  the  attack  never  fails  to  be  miti- 
gated. 

Paroxyfms  are  excited  by  any  confiderable 
motion  of  the  body,  particularly  by  walking 
againfl  the  wind,  by  afeending  mountains  or 
flairs,  by  attempting  to  raife  heavyweights,  or 
the  like.  By  degrees  they  are  excited  by  flight- 
er  exertions,  fuch  as  coughing  or  fneezing; 
and  at  length  they  will  take  place  without 
any  obvious  caufe,  and  even  during  deep.  Du- 
ring intermiffions,  the  patient  often  appears 
to  be  in  a date  of  the  mod  perfed  health. 
But  towards  the  clofe  of  the  difeafe,  it  often 
affeds  the  lungs,  patients  becoming  fubjed- 
ed  to  cough  who  had  none  before,  and  ex- 
I pedorating 
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peclorating  a puriform  matter,  producing  eU 
ther  fuffocation  or  exiiauilion. 

The  infpedion  of  dead  bodies  has,  Dr 
Schmidt  obferves,  thrown  little  light  either 
on  the  nature  or  caufe  of  this  difeafe.  Some, 
however,  have  coniidered  morbid  conditions 
difcovered  in  certain  cafes  on  dilTedion,  as 
caufes  of  this  affecflion,  fuch  as  offification 
of  the  valves  of  the  heart,  or  of  the  carotids ; 
preternatural  foftnefs  of  the  heart  itfelf;  and 
colleclions  of  watery,  pvrriform,  or  febaceous 
matter,  in  the  mediafiinum,  parenchyma  of 
the  lungs,  or  pericardium. 

After  fome  obfervations  on  the  diagnohs, 
which  is  chiedy  to  be  drawn  from  the  pecu- 
liar pain  of  the  bread,  and  on  its  proximate 
caufe,  concerning  which  different  opinions 
have  been  entertained,  but  which  our  au- 
thor, with  Dr  Elfner,  is  difpofed  to  afcribe 
to  a gouty  humour,  he  proceeds  to  treat  of 
the  cure.  His  obfervations  on  this  fubjed: 
are  referred  to  two  heads.  Firfl  he  treats 
of  the  palliative,  and  next  of  the  radical 
cure. 

In  the  commencement  of  this  difeafe,  the 
paroxyfnis  in  general  terminate  very  foon 
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of  themfelves,  and  require  only  the  utmoil 
tranquillity  both  of  mind  and  of  body.  But 
when,  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  the  pa- 
roxyfm  is  lengthened  in  duration,  and  in- 
creafed  in  violence,  the  utmoil  attention  of 
the  phyhcian  is  necelTary  to  prevent  death 
during  the  paroxyfm.  In  thefe  cafes,  he 
points  out  three  indications  which  the  phy- 
lician  ought  to  have  in  view  : ill,  To  take 
off  the  fpafm ; 2dly,  To  remove  the  caufes 
inducing  the  paroxyfm,  if  any  lhall  conti- 
nue to  act ; and,  3dly,  Te  alleviate  the 
moll  dangerous  fymptoms  which  may  oc- 
cur. 

With  the  firll  of  thefe  intentions,  anti- 
fpafmodics  are  to  be  employed ; and  Dr 
Schmidt  particularly  recommends  mulk, 
naptha  vitrioli,  liquor  anodynus  Hoffmanni, 
dulcified  fpirit  of  nitre,  extrad  of  cicuta, 
hyofciamus,  and  belladonna.  He  thinks 
that  opium  Ihould  be  employed  only  in 
cafes  of  the  moll  urgent  danger,  as  it  is  on 
many  accounts,  in  his  opinion,  contra-in- 
dicated in  gout.  He  recommends  alfo  the 
magillery  of  bifmuth,  the  flowers  of  zinc, 
and  the  fpiritus  falis  ammoniaci  anifatus. 
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Sometimes  this  difeafe  proceeds  from  ob« 
vious  occafional  caufes,  which  require  that 
the  palliative  cure  Ihould  be  differently  mo- 
dified. When  repletion  of  the  ftomach 
occurs  from  food,  fordes,  or  bilious  matter, 
emetics,  and  glyfters,  muH  be  premifed  to 
antifpafmodics ; when  it  arifes  from  gripes, 
he  recommends,  as  carminatives,  the  effen- 
tia  fuliginis,  afia  foetida,  the  oleum  cajapu- 
t«,  &-C. ; and,  finally,  when  debilitating 
caufes  have  preceded,  fuch  as  profufe  hae- 
morrhages, or  obftinate  diarrhoea,  he  ad- 
vifes  a nutritious  and  flrengthening  dietj 
with  the  Peruvian  bark.  In  obviating  ur- 
gent fymptoms,  the  pracElices  employed 
muft  be  entirely  accommodated  to  occurren- 
ces. Thus,  on  threatening  of  apoplexy,  he 
advifes  that  recourfe  fhould  be  had  to  gene- 
ral and  topical  blood-letting ; and  on  threat- 
enings  of  fuffocation,  when  it  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  the  quantity  of  blood  oppreffing 
the  lungs,  he  recommends  irritating  flimu- 
lants. 

The  radical  cure,  Dr  Schmidt  obferves, 
is  in  general  very  difficult,  efpecially  if  the. 
difeafe  has  been  of  long  duration.  Ifis  not, 
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however,  he  contends,  to  be  coniidered  as 
an  incurable  difeafe  and  he  alliucs  us,  he 
has  met  .with  feveral  infcances  of  patients 
labouring  under  angina  pectoris,  who  were 
reltored  to  perfect  health. 

He  coiiiiders  the  radical  cure  of  angina 
pectoris  as  retting  upon  two  indications : i. 
That  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  Ihould  be  re- 
moved, the  morbid  matter  evacuated,  and 
that  part  of  the  body  freed  upon  which 
the  acrimony  has  been  depolited  : 2.  That 
a new  metaltaiis  of  acrimony  fhouid  be- 
guarded  againit. 

For  anfwering  the  firft  of  thefe  indications, 
the  removal  of  the  caufes  of  the  difeafe,  our 
attempts  muft  be  regulated  by  circumftances. 
But  the  mioft  ufeful  pradlices  are,  he  thinks, 
thofe  dire  died  againll  fpurious  gout ; and 
thus  benefit  may  be  expected  from  emetics,, 
laxatives,  refolvents,  and  the  like.  For  eva- 
cuating the  morbific  m.atter,  he  recom- 
miends,  as  of  the  greatefl  fervice,  what  will 
tend  to  promote  a free  difcharge  by  the  fur- 
face,  fuch  as  a fiannel-fhirt  next  the  Ikin, 
fridlions  of  the  furface,  a temperate  climate, 
the  warm -bath 3 and  different  diaphoretic 
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medicines,  particularly  antimonials,  and  the 
gum  guaiacum,  in  different  forms.  To  free 
by  a metaiLafis  the  part  of  the  body  on 
which  the  acrimony  has  been  depolited,  he 
recommends  the  ufc  of  the  pediluvium,  with 
a proportion  of  muftard  in  the_.v/ater,  fric- 
tions of  the  feet,  with  volatile  alkaline  fpi- 
rit,  volatile  liniment,  or  tinclure  of  cantha- 
rides.  He  advifes  alfo  the  application  of 
blifters,  fxnapifms,  iffues,  and  even  actual 
cautery. 

For  fulfilling  the  fecond  indication,  it  is, 
he  tells  us,  neceffary,  that  every  fource  of 
acrimony  fhould  be  cut  off,  by  avoiding  all 
violent  mental  emotions ; by  ftiimning  all 
food  or  drink  of  an  acrid  or  acid  quality  ; 
and  by  the  ufe  of  a mild  bland  diet,  parti- 
cularly a milk-diet ; by  moderate  exercife  ; 
by  iffues  and  fetons,  either  on  the  bread;  or 
other  parts;  by  preferving  a free  difeharge 
from  all  the  excretories ; and  by  removing 
every  caufe  which  can  either  diffurb  or  fup- 
prefs  the  fecretions,  or  excretions  from  the 
body. 

That  the  body,  and  particularly  that  the 
part  which  has  formerly  been  affeded,  may 

be 


2cS  ANNALSOF 

be  flrengthened  and  defended  againft  any 
return  of  the  difeafe,  food  of  eafy  digeftion, 
with  the  plentiful  ufe  of  diluents,  is  recom- 
mended. He  advifes  alfo  the  employment 
of  bitters,  of  chalybeate  mineral  waters,  and, 
finally,  of  the  Peruvian  bark.  He  affirms, 
that  benefit  may  alfo  be  derived  from  the 
ufe  of  the  cold-bath,'^  and  from  frequently 
walking  the  breafi:  with  cold  water. 


XVIIL 


MEDICINE,  1796. 


205) 


XVIIL 

Zoonomia  ; ot\  The  Laws  of  Orgayiic  Life,  By 
Eraimus  Darwin,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Author 
of  the  Botanic  Garden.  2 ‘vols^  Lon- 
don, 1796. 

OF  this  extenlive  publication,  which  un- 
queflionablj  contains  many  valuable 
oblervations,  we  cannot  here  propofe  to  offer 
any  analyfis.  But  to  thefe  readers  who 
may  not  have  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  Work  itfelf,  w^e  prefume,  that  a general 
view  of  the  claffes,  orders,  genera,  and  fpe- 
cies,  into  which  Dr  Darwin  has  dillributed 
the  difeafes  of  the  human  body,  may  afford 
fome  fatisfadlion.  And  this  we  fhall  fimply 
prefent  to  them,  without  any  obfervations 
whatever  on  the  comparative  merit  of  this 
and  other  arrangements,  as  affording  the 
mofl  important  information  to  pradfitioners, 
refpecfing  the  diagnoftic  marks  by  which 
difeafes  may  be  beff  knowm,  and  the  leading 
VoL.  I.  O principle? 
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principles  on  which  they  may  be  moll  fuc- 
cefsfully  combated. 


CLASS  L DISEASES  OF  IRRITATION. 
Or.  I.  Increased  irritation. 

( 

G.  I . With  increafed  anions  of  the  fanguiferous 
fyjiem. 

Sp.  I.  Febris  irritativa— Irritative  fever. 

2.  Ebrietas— Drnnkennefs. 

3 . Hcemorrhagia  arteriofa — Arterial  hae- 
morrhage. 

4.  Flaemoptoe  arteriofa-— Spitting  of  ar- 
terial blood. 

5.  Fl^morrhagia  narium — Bleeding  from 

the  nofe. 

G.  2.  With  increafed  actions  of  the  fecerning 
fyjiem. 

Sp.  I.  Calor  febrilis— Febrile  heat. 

2.  Rubor  febrilis — Febrile  rednefs. 

3.  Sudor  calidus— Warm  fweat. 

febrilis,  Sweat  in  fevers. 

— — a labore,  S.'from  exercife. 

ab  igne,  S.  from  fire. 

« — - a medicamento,  S.  from  medi- 
cines. Cl.  L 


2II 


MEDICINE,  1796. 

CL  I.  Or.  I.  G.  2.  continued. 

Sp.  4.  Urina  uberior  colorata-^-Copious  co- 
loured urine. 

5.  Dairrhoea  callida--Warm  Diarrhoea. 

febrilis,  D.  from  fever. 

— — carpulofa,  D,  from  indige- 

llion. 

-infantum,  D.  of  infants. 

6.  Salivatio  calida--Warm  falivation. 

7.  Catarrhus  calidus— Warm  catarrh. 

8.  Expedloratio  calida— -Warm  expedo- 
ration. 

9.  Exudatio  pone  aures— -Difcharge  be- 
hind the  ears. 

10.  Gonorrhoea  calida— Warm  gonorrhoea. 

11.  Fluor  albus  calidus— -Warm  fluor  al- 
bus. 

12.  Haemorrhois  alba— White  piles. 

13.  Serum  e vehcatorio— -Difcharge  from 
a blifter. 

14.  Perfpiratio  fetida — F etid  perfpiration, 

15.  Crines  novi— New  hairs. 

G.  3.  increafed  adlmu  of  the  ahforbent 

fyjlem.  I 

Sp.  I.  Lingua  arida — Dry  tongue. 

2.  Fauces  aridae— Dry  throat. 

O 2 
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Cl.  I.  Or.  I.  G.  3.  continued. 

Sp.  3.  Nares  aridi— Dry  noftrils. 

4.  Expedoratio  folida — Solid  expedo- 
ration. 

5.  Conflipatio  alvi-— Coftivenefs. 

6.  Cutis  arida — Dry  fkin. 

7.  Urina  parcior  colorata— -Diminifhed 
coloured  urine. 

8.  Calculus  felleus  et  iderus — Gall- 
done  and  jaundice. 

9.  Calculus  renis — Stone  of  the  kidney. 

10.  Calculus  veficae— Stone  of  the  blad- 
der. 

11.  Calculus  arthriticus — Gout-done. 

12.  Rheumatifmus  chronicus- —Chronic 
rheum  atifnii 

13.  Cicatrix  vulnerum— healing  of  ul- 
cers. 

I4i  Cornese  obfufcatio.- — Scar  on  the 
cornea. 

G.  4.  Wit/j  increafed  adions  of  other  cavities 
and  membranes. 

Sp.  T.  Niditatio  irritativa — Irritative  nidi- 
tation. 

2.  Deglutitio  irritativa— Irritative  de- 
glutition. 
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CL  I.  Or.  I.  G.  4.  continued. 

Sp.  3.  Refpiratio  et  tuflis— 'Refpiration  and 
cough. 

4.  Exclulio  bills— -Exclufion  of  bile. 

5.  Bentitio— ^Teething. 

6.  Priapifmus — Friapifm. 

7.  Billenlio  mamularum— Diftenfion  of 
the  nipples. 

8.  Befcenfus  uteri — Befcent  of  the  ute- 
rus. 

9.  Frolapfus  ani— Defcent  * of  the  rec- 
tuni. 

10.  Lumbricus— -Round-worm. 

11.  Taenia — Tape-worm. 

12.  Afcarides — Thread-worms. 

13.  Bracuncuius— Guinea-worm. 

14.  Morpiones — Crab-lice. 

15.  i^ediculi — Lice. 

G.  5.  With  increafed  a 8 ion  of  the  organs  of 
fenfe. 

Sp.  I.  'Vifus  acrior— Acuter  light. 

2.  Auditus  acrior — Acuter  hearing. 

3.  Olfadlus  acrior — Acuter  fmell. 

4.  Gullus  acrior— Acuter  tafte. 

5.  Tacflus  acrior— Acuter  touch, 

O 3 Cl,  L 


2X4 


ANNALS  OF 


Cl.  I.  Or  I.  Gen.  5.  continued. 

Sp.  6.  Senfus  caloris  acTior-»-Acuter  fenfe  of 
heat. 

7.  ^Senfus  extenlionis  acrior — Acuter 

fenfe  of  extenlion. 

8.  Titillatio — Tickling.' 

9.  Pruritus- -Itching. 

10.  Dolor  urens — Smarting. 

1 1 . Confternatio — furprife. 

Or.  2.  Decreased  Irritation. 

G.  I.  With  increafed  actions  of  the  fanguiferons 
fyjlem. 

Sp.  I.  Febris  inirritativa.— Inirritative  fe- 
ver. 

2.  Parelis  inirritativa— Inirritative  de- 
bility. 

3.  Somnus  in  terruptus— Interrupted 
ileep. 

4.  Syncope — Fainting. 

5.  Hasmorrhagia  venofa — Venous  hae- 
morrhage. 

" 6.  FIcemorrhois  cruenta — -Bleeding 
piles. 

7,  Hsmorrhagia  renum—  -Bleeding from 
the  kidneys. 
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Cl.  I.  Or.  2.  G.  I.  continued. 

Sp.  8.  Haemorrliagia  hepatis — Bleeding  from 
the  liver. 

9.  Haemoptoe  venofa— Spitting  of  ve- 
nous blood. 

10.  Palpitatio  cordis — Palpitation  of  the 
heart. 

11.  Menorrhagia — Exuberant  menflrua- 
tion. 

12.  Dymenorrhagia— Deficient  menfirua- 

tion. 

13.  Lochia  nimia— Too  great  lochia. 

14.  Abortio  fpontanea — Spontaneous  a- 
bortion. 

15.  Scorbutus — Scurvy. 

16.  Vibices — Extravafations  of  blood, 

17.  Petechice — Purple  fpots. 

G.  2.  With  decreafed  adions  of  the  fecerning 
fyjiem. 

Sp.  I.  Frigus  febrile— Coldnefs  in  fevers. 

— ' chronicum— Permanent  cold- 
nefs. 

2.  Palor  fugitivus — Fugitive  palenefs. 

P.  permanens — Permanent  palenefs. 

3.  Pus  parcius— Diminiflied  pus. 

4.  Mucus  parcior — Diminifhed  mucus. 
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Cl.  1.  Or.  2.  G.  2.  continued. 

Sp.  5.  Urina  parcior  palida — Pale  diminifh-^ 
ed  urine. 

6.  Torpor  hepaticus — Torpor  of  the 
liver. 

7.  Torpor  pancreatis— Torpor  of  the 
pancreas. 

8.  Torpor  renis-— Torpor  of  the  kidney. 

9.  Punclae  mucofae  vultus-— Mucous 
fpots  on  the  face. 

10.  Maculae  cutis  flavae — Tawny  fpots  on 
the  Ikin. 

11.  Canities — Gray  hairs. 

12.  Callus— -Callus. 

13.  Cataradla— Cataradt. 

14.  Innutritio  oflium— Innutrition  of  the 
bones. 

15.  Rachitis — Rickets. 

16.  Spinae  diftortio — Diflortion  of  the 
fpine. 

17.  Claudicatio  coxaria — Lamenefsof  the 
hip. 

18.  Spina  protuberans— Protuberant  fpine. 

19.  Spina  bifida— Divided  fpine. 

20.  Defedlus  palati — Defedl  of  the  pa- 
late. 
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CL  I.  Or.  2.  continued. 

G.3.  With  decreafed  adions  cj  the  abforbent 
fyftem. 

Sp.  I.  Mucus  faucium  frigidus— Cold  mu^ 
cus  of  the  throat. 

2.  Sudor  frigidus— -Cold  fweat. 

3.  Catarrhus  frigidus — Cold  catarrh. 

4.  Expedloratio  frigida— Cold  expecflo- 
ration. 

Urina  uberior  pallida— -Copious  pale 
urine. 

6.  DiarrhcEa  frigida— ^Cold  diarrhoea. 

7.  Fluor  albus  frigidus— -Cold  fluor  albus. 

8.  Gonorrhoea  frigida— -Cold  gonorrhoea. 

9.  Hepatis  tumor — Swelling  of  the  liver. 

10.  Chloroiis — Green  licknefs. 

11.  Hydrocele — Dropfy  of  the  vagina 
teftis. 

12.  Hydrocephalus  internus — Dropfy  of 
the  brain. 

13.  Afcites— -Dropfy  of  the  belly. 

14.  Hydrothorax — Dropfy  of  the  chefl. 

15.  Hydrops  ovarii — Dropfy  of  the  ovary, 

16.  Anafarca  pulmonum — Dropfy  of  the 
lungs. 

17.  Obefitas— Corpulency. 
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Cl.  I.  Or.  2.  G.  3.  continued. 

Sp.  18.  Splenis  tumor— Swelling  of  the  fpleen. 

19.  Genu  tumor  albus — White  fwelling 
of  the  knee. 

so.  Bronchocele — Swelled  throat. 

21.  Scrophula — King’s  evil. 

22.  Schirrus — Schirrus. 

23.  Schirrus  redi — Schirrus  of  the  rec- 
tum. 

24.  Schirrus  urethrae — Schirrus  of  the  u- 
rethra. 

25.  Schirrus  oefophagi — Schirrus  of  the 
throat. 

26.  Ladeorum  inirritabilitas — Inirritabi- 
lity of  the  ladeals. 

27.  Lymphaticorum  inirritabilitas-— Inir- 
ritability of  the  lymphatics. 

G.  4.  ¥/ith  decreafcd  adiions  of  other  cavities 
and  membranes. 

Sp.  I.  Sitis  calida— Warm,  third. 

Sitis  frigida — Cold  third. 

2.  Efuries — Hunger. 

3.  Naufea  dcca— Dry  naufea. 

4.  ^gritudo  ventriculi — Sicknefsof  the 
domach. 

5.  Cardialgia— Heartburn. 
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Cl.  I.  Or.  2.  G.  4.  continued. 

Sp.  6.  Arthritis  ventriculi — Gout  of  the 
flomach. 

7.  Colica  flatulenta-— Flatulent  colic. 

8.  Colica  faturnina— Colic  from  lead. 

9.  Tympanitis — Tympany. 

10.  Hypochondriaiis— Flypocliondriacifnic 

11.  Cephalaea  frigida— Gold  headach. 

12.  Odontalgia— Tooth-ach, 

13.  Otalgia— Ear-ach. 

14.  Pleurodyne  chronica— Chronical  pain 
of  the  fide. 

15.  Sciatica  frigida— -Cold  fciatica. 

16.  Lumbago  frigida — Gold  lumbago. 

17.  Hyfteralgia  frigida — Cold  pain  of  the 
uterus. 

18.  ProGialgia  frigida— Cold  pain  of  the 
rectum. 

19.  Veficae  felleae  inirritabilitas,  et  idlerus 
— In  irritability  of  the  gall-bladder, 
and  jaundice, 

G.  5.  With  decreafed  anions  of  the  organs  of 


Sp.  I.  Stultitia  inirritabilis— Folly  from  inir-^ 
ritability. 

2o  -Vifus  imminutus— Impaired  vifion. 
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CL  1.  Or.  2.  G.  5.  continued. 

Sp.  3.  Mufcas  volitantes— Dark  moving 
fpecks. 

4.  Strabifmus — Squi'nting. 

5.  Amaurofis— ^Palfy  of  the  optic  nerve. 

6.  Auditus  imrninutus — Impaired  hear- 
ing. 

7.  Olfadus  imrninutus — Impaired  fm^lL 

8.  Guftus  imrninutus — Impaired  talle. 

9.  Taclus  imrninutus — Impaired  touch. 

10.  Stupor — Stupor. 

Or.  3.  Retrogade  irritative  motions. 

G,  1,  Of  ihe  alimentary  canaL 

Sp.  I.  Ruminatio — Chewing  the  cud. 

2.  Rudus — Erudation. 

3.  Apeplia — Indigeftion,  water  qualm. 

4.  Vomitus — Vomiting. 

5.  Cholera — Cholera. 

6.  Ileus — Iliac  paffion. 

7.  Globus  hyftericus— Hylleric  ftrangu- 
lation. 

8.  Vomendi  conamen  inane — Vain  ef- 
forts to' vomit, 

9.  Borborigmus — Gurgling  of  the  bowels. 
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Cl.  I.  Or.  3.  G.  I.  continued, 

Sp.  10.  Hyfleria — Hyfteric  difeafe. 

II.  Hydrophobia — Dread  of  water. 

G.  2.  Of  the  abforbent  fyjienu 
Sp.  I.  Catarrhus  lymphaticus— Lymphatic 
catarrh. 

2.  Saiivatio  lymphatic  a — Lymphatic  fa- 
livatioh. 

3.  Naufea  humida— -Moifl  naiifea. 

4.  Diarrhoea  lymphatica — Lymphatic 

flux. 

5.  Diarrhoea  chylifera— Flux  of  the 
chyle. 

6.  Diabaetes— Diabetes. 

7 . S u dor  lymphaticus*-Ly mphatic  fweat . 

8.  Sudor  afthmaticus— Ailhmatic  fweat. 

9.  Tranllatio  puris — Tranflation  of  mat- 
ter. 

10.  Tranllatio  la6lis — Tranflation  of  milk. 

11.  T i anflatio  urin^e— T ranflation  of  urine . 
G.  3.  Of  the  fanguiferoiis  fyjiem, 

Sp.  I.  Capillarium  motus  retrogreflus— Re- 
trogade  motion  of  the  capillarieSi 

2.  Palpitatio  cordis— -Palpitation  of  the 
heart. 
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Cl.  I.  Or.  2.  G.  3.  continued. 

Sp.  3.  Anhelatio  fpafmodica — Spafmodic 
panting. 

CL.  11.  DISEASES.  OF  SENSATION. 

Or.  I.  Increased  sensation. 

G.  I.  With  increafed  adion  of  imfcles. 

Sp.  I.  Deglutitio — Deglutition. 

2.  Refpiratio — Refpiration. 

3.  Stern utatio — Sneezing. 

4.  Anhelitus — Panting. 

5.  Tuffis  ebriorum — Cough  of  inebriates. 

6.  Singultus — Hiccough. 

7.  Aithma  humorale — Humoral  afthma. 

8.  Nidtitatio  fenhtiva-— Winking  from 
pain. 

9.  Ofcitatio  et  pandiculatio — Yawning 
and  ftretching. 

10.  Tenefmus — Tenefmus. 

1 1 . Stranguria — Strangury. 

13.  Parturitio — Parturition. 
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CL  II.  Or.  I.  continued. 

G.  2.  With  the  production  of  new  vejfels  by  in- 
ternal membranes  or  glands^  with  fever o 
Sp.  I.  Febris  fenlitiva  irritata — Seniitive  ir- 
ritated fever. 

2.  Opthalmia  interna — Inflammation  of 
the  eye. 

3.  Phrenitis— Inflammation  of  the  brain,- 

4.  Peripneumonia — Inflammation  of  the 
lungs. 

Peripneumonia  trachealis — Inflamma- 
tion of  the  croup. 

5.  Pleuritis — ^Inflammation  of  the  pleu- 
ra. 

6.  Diaphragmitis — Inflammation  of  the 

diaphragm.  ' 

7.  Carditis — Inflammation  of  the  heart. 

8.  Peritonitis — Inflammation  of  the  pe- 
ritoneum. 

9.  Mefenteritis — Inflammation  of  the 
myfentery. 

10.  Gaflritis — Inflammation  of  the  fto- 
mach. 

1 1 . Enteritis — Inflammation  of  the  bowels. 

12.  Hepatitis— Inflammation  of  the  liver. 

1 3 . Splenitis — Inflammation  of  the  fpleen. 
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Ci.  11.  Or.  I.  G.  2.  continued. 

Sp.  14.  Nephritis — Inflammation  of  the  kid- 
ney* 

15.  Cyftitis — Inflammation  of  the  blad- 

^ der. 

16.  Hyfleritis — Inflammation  of  the 
womb, 

1 7.  Lumbagb  fenfltiva— Inflammation  of . 
the  loins. 

18.  Ifchias  -Inflammation  of  the  pelvis, 
Ig.  Paronychia  interna— Inflammation 

beneath  tne  nails. 

G.  3,  With  the  produdlon  of  new  vejfels  by  ex- 
ternal membranes  or  glands , with  fever  ^ 
Sp.  I.  Febris  fenfltiva  inirritata— Senfltive 
inirritated  fever. 

2.  Eryflpelas  irritatum— Irritated  eryfl« 
pelas. 


Eryflpelas  inirritatum— Inirritated  e- 
ryflpelas. 

Eryflpelas  fenntivum— Senfltive  ery- 


3.  Tonfillitis  interna— Internal  angina,. 
Tonflllitis  fuperflcialis— ^Superficial 
angina. 

Tonflllitis  inirritata— Inirritated  an- 


gina. 
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Cl.  II.  Or.  I.  G.  3.  continued. 

Sp.  4.  Parotitis  fuppurans  — Suppurative 
mumps. 

Parotitis  mutabilis — Mutable  mumps. 
Parotitis  felina— -Mumps  of  cats. 

5.  Catarrhus  fenfitivus— Inflammatory 

catarrh. 

6.  Catarrhus  contagiofus— -Contagious 

catarrh. 

Catarrhus  equinus  et  caninus-— Ca- 
tarrh among  horfes  and  dogs. 

7.  Peripneumonia  fuperficialis—  Super- 

ficial peripneumony. 

8.  Pertuflis— -Ghincough. 

9.  Variola  difcreta — Diftindl  fmalbpox. 
Variola  confluens  —Confluent  fmall- 

pox. 

Variola  inoculata— Inoculated  fmall- 
pox. 

10.  Embeola  irritata— Irritated  meafles. 
Rubeola  inirritata— Inirritated  meafles, 

11.  Scarlatina  mitis— Mild  fcarlet- fever. 
Scarlatina  maligna— Malignant  fear- 

let-fever. 
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Cl.  II.  Or.  I.  G.  3.  continued. 

Sp.  12.  Miliaria  fudatoria — Sudatory  miliary 
fever. 

^Miliaria  irritata — Irritated  miliary. 
Miliaria  inirritata — Inirritated  mi- 
^ liary  fever. 

13.  Peftis---Plague. 

Peftis  vaccinia — Plague  of  horned, 
cattle. 

14.  Pamphigus— Bladdery-fever. 

15.  Varicella — Chicken-pox. 

16.  Urticaria— Nettle-rafli. 

17.  Aphtha  fenfitiva--Senlitive  thrulh. 
Aphtha  irritata— Irritated  thruhi. 
Aphtha  inirritata-Inirritated  thrulh. 

18.  Dyfenteria— Bloody  flux. 

19.  Gaftritis  fuperficialis — Superficial  in- 

flammation of  the  ftomach. 

20.  Enteritis  fuperficialis— Superficial in- 
‘ flammation  of  the  bowels. 


Cl.  II. 


Cl.  11.  Or.  r.  continued. 

G,  4.  With  the  produdion  of  new  veffeh  by  in=> 
ternal  membranes  or  glands^  without 
fever 

Sp.  I.  Ophthalmia  fuperficialis— Superficial 
ophthalmy. 

Ophthalmia  lymphatica — Lymphatic 
ophthalmy,; 

Ophthalmia  equina— -Ophthalmy  of 
horfes. 

2.  Pterigion— -Eye-wing. 

3.  Tarfitis  palpebrarum— -Red  eye4ids. 

4.  Hordeolum  —Stye. 

5.  Paronychia  fuperficialis — Whitlow. 

6.  Gutta  rofea  hepatica — Hepatic  pim« 

pled  face. 

Gutta  rofea  flomatica — Stomatic  pim- 
pled face. 

Gutta  rofea  hereditaria — Hereditary 
pimpled  face. 

7.  Odontitis— Inflamed  tooth. 

8.  Otitis— Inflamed  ear. 

9.  Fiflula  lachrymalis — Fiflula  lachry- 

malis. 

io.  Fiflula  in  ano — Fiflula  in  ano. 

P 2 
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CL  11.  Or.  I.  G.  4.  continued. 

Sp.  II.  Hepatitis  chronica — Chronical  he- 
patitis, 

12.  Scrophula  fuppurans — Suppurating 

fcrophula. 

13.  Scorbutus  fuppurans — Suppurating 

fcurvy. 

14.  Schirrus  fuppurans — Suppurating' 
. fchiiTus. 

- 1 5.  Carcinoma— Cancer. 

16.  Arthrocele— Swelling  of  the  joints. 

17.  Arthropuoiis — Suppuration  of  the 

joints. 

18.  Caries  oilium— Caries  of  the  bones. 
G.  5.  With  the  production  of  new  vejfels  by  ex- 

, iernal  membranes  or  glands^  without 
fever*  v 

Sp.  I.  GonorrhcEa  venerea — Clap. 

2.  Syphilis — Venereal  difeafe. 

3.  Lepra — Leprofy. 

4.  Elephantiaiis— Eiephantiahs, 

5.  Framboeha— Frambcelia. 

6.  Pfora — Itch. 

7.  Pfora  ebriorum— Itch  of  drunkards. 

8.  Herpes— -Herpes. 

9.  Zona  ignea— Shingles. 
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Cl.  11.  Or.  I.  G.  5.  continued. 

Sp.  10.  Annulus  repens— Ring-worm. 

11.  Tinea  capitis— Scald  head. 

12.  Cruflea  la6lea — Milk-cruft. 

13.  Trichoma— Plica  Polonica. 

G.  6.  With  fever  confequent  to  the  pf'oduBion 
of  new  vejfels  or  fluids, 

Sp.  I.  Febris  fenfitiva—Seniitive  fever. 

2.  F.  a pure  claufo — Fever  from  con- 

cealed matter. 

3.  F.  a vomica — F.  from  vomica. 

4.  F.  ab  empyemate— F.  from  empyema; 

5.  F.  mefenterica— Mefenteric  fever. 

6.  F.  a pure  aerato — F.  from  aerated 

matter.^ 

7.  F.  a phthili— F.  from  confumption. 

8.  F.  fcrophulofa— Scrophulous  fever, 

9.  F.  ifchiadica— F.  from  ifchias, 

10.  F.  arthropuodica— F.  from  joint-evil. 

11.  F.  a pure  contagiofo— F.  from  con- 

tagious matter. 

12.  F.  variolofa  fecondaria — F.  fecondary 

of  fmall-pox. 

13.  F.  carcinomatofa— Cancerous  fever. 

14.  F.  venerea — Venereal  fever. 
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Cl.  IL  Or.  I.  G.  6.  continue^* 

Sp.  15.  F.  a fanie  contagiofa--  F.  from  con- 
tagious fanies, 

16.  F.  puerpera — Puerperal  fever; 

17.  F.  a fphacelo — F.  from  fphacelus. 

G.  7.  With  increafed  a6lion  of  the  organs  of 

fenfe. 

Sp.  I.  Delirium  febrile — Delirium  of  fevers. 

2.  D.  maniacale — Maniacal  delirium. 

3.  D.  ebrietatis—  D.  of  drunkennefs. 

4.  Somnium-»-Dreams. 

[ 5.  Hallucinatio  vifus  — Deception  of 
light. 

6.  H.  auditus— Deception  of  hearing. 

- 7.  Rubor  a calore — Blulh  from  heat. 

8.  R.  jucunditatis'— Blulh  from  joy. 

9.  Priapifmus  amatorius— Amorous  pria- 

pifm. 

10.  ' Dillentio  mamularum — Dillenlion  of 
nipples. 

Or.  2.  Decreased  sensation. 

G.  I.  With  deer €( fed  atVion  of  the  general 
JyJiem. 

Sp  I.  Stultitia  infenfibilis— Folly  from  in- 
fenfibility. 
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Cl.  II.  Or.  2.  G.  I.  continued. 

Sp.  2.  Taedium  vitse — Irkfomenefs  of  life. 

3.  Parelis  fenlitiva— Senlitive  debility. 
G.  2.  With  decreafed  actions  of  particular  or^ 
gans. 

Sp.  I.  Anorexia — Want  of  appetite. 

2.  Adipfia— Want  of  third:. 

3.  Impotentia— Impotence. 

4.  Sterilitas— Barrennefs. 

5.  Infenlibilitas  artuum — Infenlibility  of 

the  limbs. 

6.  Dyfuria  infenlitiva — Infenlibility  of 

the  bladder. 

7.  Accumulatio  alvina— -Accumulation 

of  feces. 

Or.  3.  Retrograde  sensitive  motions. 

G.  I.  Of  excretory  du6ls. 

Sp.  I.  Motus  retrogrelTus  uretrum— Retro- 
gade  motion  of  the  ureters. 

2.  M.  r.  urethras— R.  m.  of  the  urethra. 

3.  M.  r.  dudlus  choledoci— R.  i|i.  of  the 

bile-dud:. 

p 4 
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CLASS  III.  DISEASES  OF  VOLITION. 

Or.  I.  Increased  volition. 

G.  1.  With  increafed  adion  of  the  mufcles. 

Sp.  I.  jactitatio — Reitleiinels. 

2.  Tremor  febrilis — Febrile  trembling, 

3.  Clamor-— Screaming. 

4.  Rifus — Laughter. 

5.  Convuliio — Convullion. 

Con.  debilis — Weak  convullion. 

6.  Con.  dolorihca— -Painful  convullion, 

7.  Epileplia— Epilepfy. 

8.  Ep.  dolorifica— Painful  epilepfy. 

9.  Somnambulifmus— Sleep-walking, 

10.  Althma  convullivum  — Convulliv^ 

afthma. 

11.  All.  dolorilicum— Painful  allhma. 

12.  Stridor  dentium — Gnafhing  of  the 

teeth. 

13.  Tetanus  trifmus — Cramp  bf  the  jaw. 

14.  Tet.  dolorilicus-— Painful  cramp. 

1 5.  Hydrophobia — Dread  of  water. 

G.  2.  Vi^th  incrcafed  adions  of  the  organs  of 
J'enfe. 

Sp.  I.  IViania  inutabilis — Mutable  madnefs. 
2.  Studiuui  inane — Reverie. 
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Cl.  III.  Or.  I.  G.  2.  continued. 

Sp.  3.  Vigilia— Watchfulnefs. 

4.  Erotomania — Sentimental  love. 

5.  Amor  fui — Vanity. 

6.  Noftalgia — Deiire  of  home. 

7.  Spes  religiofa-  — Supeifcitious  hope. 

8.  Superbia  ftemmatis — Pride  of  family. 

9.  Ambitio — Ambition. 

10.  Maeror— Grief. 

11.  Taedium  vitae — Irkfomenefs  of  life. 

12.  Deliderium  pulehretudinis — Lofs  of 

beauty. 

13.  Paupertatis  timor— Fear  of  poverty. 

14.  Lethi  timor-«— Fear  of  death. 

15.  Orci  timor— Fear  of  hell, 

16.  Satyrialis- — Lull. 

17.  Ira— Anger. 

18.  Rabies— Rage. 

19.  Citta— -Depraved  appetite. 

20.  Cacofitia — Averiion  to  food. 

21.  Syphilis  imaginaria— -Imaginary  pox. 

22.  Pfora  imaginaria — Imaginary  itch. 

23.  Tabes  imaginaria-— Imaginary  tabes. 
34.  Sympathia  aliena— Pity. 

25.  Educatio  heroica— Fleroic  education. 

Cl.  III. 
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. Cl.  111.  continued. 

Or.  2.  Decreased  volition. 

G.  I.  With  deer ea fed  adwn  of  mufcles. 

Sp.  I.  Lailitudo— Fatigue. 

2.  Vacillatio  fenilis-— See-faw  of  old  age. 

3.  Tremor  fenilis — Tremor  of  old  age. 

4.  Brachiorum  paralylis— Palfy  of  the 

arms. 

5.  Raucedo  paralytica — Paralytic  hoarfe- 

nefs. 

6.  Veficae  urinariae  paralylis — Palfy  of 

the  bladder. 

7.  Recli  paraly]is»-Palfy  of  the  redum. 

8.  Parefis  voluntaria— Voluntary  debi- 

lity. 

9.  Cataleplis— Catalepfy. 

10.  Hemiplegia— Palfy  of  one  fide. 

11.  Paraplegia— Palfy  of  the  lower  limbs. 

12.  Somnus— Sleep. 

13.  Incubus — Night-mare. 

14.  Lethargus— Lethargy. 

15.  Syncope  epileptica— Epileptic  faint- 

ing, 

16.  Apoplexia— Apoplexy, 

17.  Mors  a frigore— Heath  from  cold. 
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CL  III.  Or.  2.  continued. 

G.  2.  With  decreafed  adlions  of  the  organs  of 
fenfe. 

Sp.  I.  Recolledlionis  jadura — Lofs  of  recoR 
le6lion. 

2.  Stultitia  voluntaria — Voluntary  folly. 

3,  Credulitas — Credulity. 

CL.  IV.  DISEASES  OF  ASSOCIATION. 

Or.  I.  Increased  associate  motions. 

G.  1 . Catenated  with  irritative  motions, 

Sp.  1.  Kuborvultus  pranforum— Flulhing  of 
the  face  after  dinner. 

2.  Sudor  ftragulis  immerforum— Sweat . 

from  covering  the  face  in  bed. 

3.  Ceilatio  ^gritudinis  cute  excitata — 

Cure  of  ficknefs  by  ftimuiating 
the  fRin. 

4.  Digehio  auda  frigore  cutaneo---Di- 

gefiion  increafed  by  coldnefs  of 
the  fkin.  » 

5.  Catarrhus  a frigore  cutaneo— Catarrh 

from  cold  Ikin. 
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Cl.  IV.  Or.  I.  G.  I.  continued. 

Sp.  6.  Abforptio  cellularis  au6la  vomitu — 
Cellular  abforption  increafed  by, 
vomiting. 

7.  Singultus  nephriticus— Nephritic  hic- 

cough. 

8.  Febris  irritativa-— Irritative  fever, 

G.  2.  Catenated  with  fenfitive  motions, 

Sp.  I.  Lachrymarum  fluxusfympatheticus — 
Sympathetic  tears. 

2.  Sternutatio  a lumine — Sneezing  from 

light. 

3.  Dolor  dentium  a Itridore— Tooth-edge 

from  grating  founds. 

4.  Rifus  fardonicus — Sardonic  fmile. 

5.  Saliva  fluxus  cibo  vifo — Flux  of  fa- 

liva  at  light  of  food. 

6.  Tenlio  mamularum  vifo  puerulo— 

Tenlion  of  the  nipples  of  ladef- 
cent  women  at  the  light  of  a child. 

7.  Tenlio  penis  in  hydrophobia— Ten- 

lion  of  the  penis  in  hydrophobia. 

8.  Tenefmus  calculofus— Teiiefmus  from 

Hone. 

9.  Polypus  narium  ex  afcaride— Poly- 

pus of  the  nofe  from  afcarides. 
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Cl.  IV.  Or.  I.  G.  2.  continued. 

Sp.  10.  Crampus  furarum  in  Diarrhoea — 

' Cramp  from  diarrhoea. 

11.  Zona  ignea  nephritica— Nephritic 

Ihingles. 

12.  Eruptio  variolarum— Eruption  of 

the  fmall-pox. 

13.  Gutta  rofea  ftomatica  — Stomatic 

rofy  drop. 

14.  Gutta  rofea  hepatica—Hepatic  rofy 

drop. 

15.  Podagra — Gout. 

16.  Rheumatifmus— Pvheumatifm. 

17.  Eryiipelas— Eryfipelas, 

18.  Tellium  tumor  a gonorrhoea — Swell- 

ed tellis  in  gonorihcKa. 

19.  Tellium  tumor  in  parotide— S, welled 

tellis  in  mumps. 

G.  3.  Catenated  with  voluntary  motion. 

Sp.  I.  Deglutitio  invita — Involuntary  de- 
glutition. 

2.  Nidlitatio  invita— Inv.  niclitation. 

3.  Rifus  invitus— Inv.  laughter. 

4.  Lufus  digitorum  invitus — Involuntary 

aflion  with  the  fingers. 
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Cl.  IV.  Or.  I.  G.  3.  continued. 

Sp.  5.  Unguium  moriiuncula  invita — Invo- 
luntary biting  of  the  nails. 

6.  Vigilia  invita — Inv.  watchfulnefs. 

G.  4.  Catenated  with  external  injiuenies. 

Sp.  I.  Vita  ovi— -..ii'e  of  an  egg. 

2.  Vita  hiemi  dormentium— -Life  of  win- 

ter-fieepers, 

3.  Pullulatio  arborum— Budding  of  trees^ 

4.  Orgafmatis  venerei  periodi — Periods 

of  venereal  deiire. 

5.  Brachii  concuffio  eledrica — Electric 

jQiock  through  the  arm. 

6.  Oxygenatio  fanguinis— Oxygenation 

of  the  blood. 

7.  Humedatio  corporis-— Humedation  of 

the  body. 

Or.  2.  Decreased  associate  motions. 

G.  I.  Catenated  with  irritative  motions, 

Sp.  I.  Cutis  frigida  pranforum—Chillnefs  af- 
ter dinner. 

2.  Palor  urin^  pranforum— Pale  urine 

after  dinner. 

3.  Palor  urinae  a frigore  cutaneo — Pale 

urine  from  cold  ikin. 
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Cl.  IV.  Or.  I.  G.  '2.  continued. 

4.  Palor  ex  aegritudine — Palenefs  from. 

ficknefs. 

5.  Dyfpnoea  a balneo  frigido — Shortnefs 

of  breath  from  cold-bathing. 

6.  Dyfpeplia  a pedibus  frigidis — Indige- 

ftion  from  cold  feet. 

7.  Tuffis  a pedibus  frigidis — Cough 

from  cold  feet. 

8.  Tuffis  hepatica — Liver-cough. 

9.  Tuffis  arthritica- -Gout-cough, 

10.  Vertigo  rotatoria— Rotatory  vertigo. 

11.  V.  Vifualis — Vifual  vertigo. 

12.  V.  ebriofa— Inebriate  vertigo. 

13.  V.  febriculofa— Feveriih  vertigo. 

.14.  V.  cerebrofa — Vertigo  from  the  brain. 

15.  Murmur  aurium  vertiginofum — - 

Noife  in  the  ears. 

16.  Tadlus,  guflius,  olfadlus,  vertiginoli 

—Vertiginous  touch,  tafle,  fmell. 

17.  Pulfus  mollis  a vomitione— Soft  pulfe 

in  vomiting. 

18.  Pulfus  intermittens  a ventriculo— 

Intermittent  pulfe  from  the  fto- 
mach. 

19.  F ebris  inirrita ti va— Inirritative  fever. 
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CL  IV.  Or.  2.  continued. 

G.  2.  Catenated  with  fenfitive  motions. 

Sp.  I.  Torpor  genae  a dolore  dentis — Cold- 
nefs  of  the  cheek  from  toothach. 

2.  Stranguria  a dolore  veiicae — Strangu- 

ry from  pain  of  the  bladder. 

3.  Stranguria  convuliiva— -Convullive 

ftrangury.  ' 

4.  Dolor  termini  du61us  choledochi — 

Pain  of  the  end  of  the  bile-dud;. 

5.  Dolor  pharyngis  ab  acido  gaftrico — 

Pain  of  the  throat  from  gaftric 
acid. 

6.  Pruritus  narium  a vermibus — Itching 

of  the  nofe  from  worms. 

7.  Cephalaea— Headach. 

8.  Heiiiicrania  et  otalgia — Partial  head- 

ach and  ear-acli. 

' 9.  Dolor  humeri  in  hepatitide— Pain  of 

' the  ihoulder  in  hepatitis. 

10.  Torpor  pedum  variola  erumpente — » 

Cold  feet  in  the  eruption  of  fmall- 
pox. 

11.  Tellium  dolor  nephriticus — ^Nephri- 

tic pain  of  the  tellis. 
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CL  IV.  Or.  2.  G.  2.  continued. 

Sp.  12.  Dolor  digit!  minimi  fympatlieticiis— - 
Pain  of  the  little  finger  from  fym- 
pathy. 

13.  Dolor  brachii  in  hydrope  pecfloris— 

Pain  of  the  arm  in  dropfy  of  the 
cheft. 

14.  Diarrhcea  a dentitioiie — Diarrhcea 

from  teething. 

‘G.  3.  Catenated  vjith  vohiniarj  motions. 

Sp.  I.  Titubatio  linguce— Impediment  of 
fpeech. 

2.  Chorea  Sancli  Viti^ — St  Vitus’s  dance. 

3.  Rifus — Laughter. 

3.  Tremor  ex  ira — Trembling  from  an- 
ger. 

5.  Rubor  ex  ira— Rednefs  from  anger. 

6.  Rubor  crimiiiati — Blufh  of  guilt, 

7.  Tarditas  paralytica— Siownefs  from 

palfy'. 

8.  Tarditas  fenilis — Siownefs  of  age. 

G.  4.  Catenated  with  external  influences^ 

Sp.  I.  Somni  periodus — Period  of  deep. 

' 2.  Studii  inanis  p. — P.  of  reverie. 

3.  Hemicranise  p. — P.  of  headach. 
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CL  IV.  Or,  2.  G.  4.  continued. 

Sp.  4.  Epilepfiae  doloriticae  periodus-— Pe- 
riod of  painful  epilepfy. 

5.  Convullionis  dolorificae  p. — P.  of  pain- 

ful convullion. 

6.  Tuffis  periodicae  p. — P.  of  periodic 

cough. 

7.  Catamenias  p.— P.  of  catamenia. 

8.  Haemorrhoidis  p. — P.  of  the  piles. 

9.  Podagras  p. — P.  of  the  gout. 

'10.  Eryiipelatis  p. — P.  of  erylipelas. 

II,  Febriump.— P.  of  fevers. 

Or,  3.  Of  retrograde  associate  mo- 

TIQNS. 

G.  I.  Catenated  with  irritative  motions^ 

Sp.  I.  Diabetes  irritata— Diabetes  from  irri- 
tation. 

2.  Sudor  frigidus  in  afthmate — Cold 

fweat  in  afthma. 

3.  Diabetes  a timore — Diabetes  from 

fear, 

4.  Palor  et  tremor  a timore — Palenefs 

and  trembling  from  fear. 
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CL  I • Or.  3.  G.  I.  continued. 

Sp.  6.  Palpitatio  cordis  a timorc — Palpita- 
tion of  the  heart  from  fear. 

7.  Abortio  a timore — Abortion  from 

fear. 

8.  Hyiteria  a timore — Hyfterics  from 

fear. 

G.  2.  Catenated  with  fenfltive  motions, 

Sp.  r.  Naufea  idealis— Naufea  from  ideas. 

2.  Naufea  a conceptu— Naufea  from 

conception. 

3.  Voinitio  vertiginofa— Vomiting  from 

vertigo. 

4.  V.  a calculo  in  uretere— V.  from  done 

in  the  ureter. 

5.  V.  ab  infultu  paralytico — V;  from 

droke  of  palfy. 

6.  V.  a titillatione  faucium— V.  from 

tickling  of  the  throat. 

7.  V.  a cute  fympathetica — V.  from 
, fympathy  of  the  fkin. 

G.  3.  Catenated  with  voluntary  motions, 

Sp.  r.  Ruminatio— -Rumination. 

2.  Vomitio  voluntaria— Voluntary  vo- 
miting. 
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Cl.  IV.  'Or.  3-  G.  3.  continued. 

Sp.  3.  Erudlatio  voluntaria — Voluntary  e- 
rudation. 

G.  4.  Catenated  with  external  injluences, 

Sp.  I.  Catarrhus  periodicus— -Periodical  ca-^. 
tarrho 

2.  Tuffis  periodicus— Periodic  cough. 

3.  Hyfteria  a frigore — Plyfterics  front 

cold. 

4.  Naufea  pluvialis— --Sicknefs  agaiiiR: 

rain. 
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XIX.  ■ ' 

Conjiderations  on  the  Medicinal  Ufe^  and  on  the 
Production^  of  Factitious  Airs*  Part  I.  by 
T.  Beddoes,  M.  D. — Part  II.  by  James 
Watt,  Engineer  ; Edition  id — Part  IIL  by 
T.  Beddoes,  M.  D.  and  James  Watt,  En^ 
gineer.  ^vo.  London,  1795. 

r I "^HE  two  firft  parts  of  thefe  conliderations 
§ are  fo  generally  known,  not  only  to 
medical  m.en,  but  to  the  public  at  large,  that 
it  appears  unnecelTary  to  oifer,  in  this  work, 
any  analylis  of  their  contents. 

Dr  Beddoes’s  o’bjed:,  in  the  firft  part,  is 
to  recommend  the  trial  of  various  chemical 
agents,  chiefly  gaffes,  for  the  cure  of  dif- 
eafes.  Mr  Watt,  in  the  fecond  part,  points 
out  the  manner  of  preparing  the  feveral 
gaffes,  defcribes  the  neceffary  apparatus, 
and  mentions  fome  indifpeniible  cautions. 
The  third  part  contains  ample  proofs,  that 
the  arguments  and  fads,  fo  ingenioufly  and 
candidly  Bated  in  the  former  publication, 
Q..  3 hd.Ye, 
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have,  notwithllanding  the  prejudices  which 
oppoi’e  the  intioduction  ot  all  new  methods 
of  treating  dileafes,  had  the  mtiuence  to 
extend  greatly  the  pneumatic  practice. 

As  we  do  not  think  that  any  pradlitioner 
ought  to  apply  the  powerful  remedies,  of 
which  dhis  work  contains  an  account,  with- 
out a careful  examination  of  the  original, 
we  hiali,  inftead  of  an  analylis,  prefent  our 
readers  with  a fhort  view  of  the  cales  in 
which  the  gaffes  have  been  employed ; and 
fhall  notice  a few  of  the  many  interelling 
particulars  communicated  by  Dr  Beddocs, 
or  his  correfpondents.  By  thefe  means  we 
hope  to  contribute  fomewhat  towards  turn- 
ing the  attention  of  praclitioners  in  gene- 
ral to  the  effeds  of  aerial  remedies. 

' Dr  Beddoes  has  to  the  third  part  fubjoin- 
ed  a table,  exhibiting,  at  one  view,  the  ef- 
fential  circumftances  of  the  cafes,  in  which, 
according  to  his  knowledge,  factitious  airs 
have  been  employed.  From  this  the  fol- 
lowing account  is  taken. 

Arnaurofts  and  impaired  fenfes.  Of  lix 
cafes,  in  W'hich  the  oxygene  gas,  in  various 
ffates  of  dilution,  was  employed,  in  one,  the 

benefit 
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benefit  was  great,  but  not  permanent ; con- 
fiderable  and  permanent  in  two ; and  in  the 
remainder  no  advantage  whatever  accrued: 
In  one  of  the  latter,  the  hydro-carbonate 
was  employed  after  the  diluted  oxygene, 
but  with  equal  inefficacy. 

Anafarca  general  and  of  the  lungs.  Afcites^ 
In  four  cafes,  oxygene  diluted,  and  in  one 
in  a pure  ftate,  was  exhibited ; in  three  a 
cure  w^as  effedted.  It  was  in  one  of  the 
two  unfuccefsful  cafes  that  the  undiluted 
oxygene  was  ufed^ 

AJihma  and  dyfpnoea.  Confiderable  benefit 
was  derived  in  one  cafe  from  hydrogene,  in 
the  proportion  of  one  third  to  atmofpheri- 
cal  air,  and  in  another  from  diluted  hydro- 
carbonate. In  five  a permanent  cure  was 
acGomplifhed,  and  in  one  great  benefit  was 
felt  from  diluted  oxygene  : In  two,  the  fame 
remedy,  although  the  trial  was  imperfedl^ 
produfe^  much  eafe  : In  one  cafe,  oxygene 
extrelheiy  diluted,  when  conJ;inued  for  fix 
weeks,  aggravated  the  complaints.  After- 
wards the  ox^ene  was  given  in  the  fore- 
noon, and  diljuted  hydrogene  in  the  even- 
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ing ; by  which  means  a permanent  cure  was* 
ciTedted. 

Chlorofis  and  fenfibility  increafed^  with  irrU 
t ability  ( or  contradility ) diminijhed.  Oxy- 
gene  diluted  (in  one  inflance  pure)  pro- 
duced a cure  in  five,  great/  benefit  in  twoj 
and  much  relief  in  other  two  cafes. 

Dyffepjia.  Diluted  oxygen e was  fairly 
tried  in  three  cafes ; of  which,  two  were 
cured,  and  one  much  relieved.  In  other 
tv*^o  cafes,  where  the  trial  was  imperfedl,.^ 
there  were  evidently  temporary  good  ef- 
fects. 

Epilepfy,  In  one  cafe,  the  difeafe  feemed 
aggravated  by  the  diluted  oxygene  ; and  in 
another  it  was  not  cured. 

Hypochotidriafis.  Two  cures  were  effected 
by  the  diluted  oxygene;  and  in  one  cafe 
there  was  great  permanent  benefit. 

Palfy,  Precifely  the  fame  refults  as  in 
hypochondriacs  were  experienced  from  the 
life  of  the  fame  remedy. 

Phthifical  cachexy  and  phthifis.  A perfect 
cure  was  produced^in  one  cafe,  by  pure  hy- 
drogene ; and,  in  another,  by  carbonic  acid. 
The  hydro-carbonate,  diluted,  cured  in  two 
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cafes  ; in  four  cafes,  where  the  trial  was  im- 
perfed,  it  evidently  gave  relief ; and  in  one, 
it  was  inefficacious.  In  three  cafes,  hydro- 
gene diluted  relieved,  but  did  not  cure  : In 
one  cafe,  it  was  employed  equally  unfuc- 
cefsfully,  after  the  ufe  of  hydrocarbonate. 

Pneumonia^  croups  and  catarrh.  Hydro- 
gene pure  in  one  inftance,  and  in  the  others 
diluted,  cured  completely  in  three  cafes. 
The  fame  benefit  accrued  from  azote  in  one 
cafe,  aether  vapour  in  another j the  inter- 
nal ufe  of  yeaft  in  a third,  and  hydrocarbo- 
nate diluted  in  a fourth.  Hydrogene  diluted 
failed  in  one  inftance,  as  did  alfo  azote  and 
the  carbonic  acid  diluted. 

On  thefe  difeafes.  Dr  Beddoes  has  the  follow- 
ing interefting  note.  “ Thefe  are  moft  ferious 
diforders  in  our  climate,  and  in  which  we 
may  look  for  great  benefit  from  airs. 
“ The  pneumatic  treatment  may,  I think, 
“ be  regulated  thus  : In  and  near  the 
“ firft  or  dry  ftage,  (when  the  abforbents 
feem  to  be  moft  excited),  hydrogene  or 
azote  fnould  be  given.  In  the  laft  or'moift 
“ ftage,  which  is  very  fatal  to  old  people, 
and  dangerous  to  all,  wdiere  the  abforb- 
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“ ents  have  been  debilitated  by  the  pre 
“ ceding  inflammation,  or  by  any  other 
“ previous^caufe,  diluted  oxygene  Ihould  be 
cautioufly  given,  perhaps  with  hydro-car- 
bonate  alfo.  In  the  intermediate  ftages, 
“ give  hydrogene,  if  you  want  to  abate  in- 
**  flammation  ; bat  oxygene,  if  the  function 
of  refpiration  requires  affiftance,  as  in  the 
lail  ftage,  with  old  and  weak  people,  where, 
“ medicines  will  do  little  or  nothing.” 

Typhus,  Oxygene  diluted  produced  in- 
ilant  relief,  and  a complete  cure  in  one 
cafe : In  another,  yeafl:  was  given  internal- 
ly, and  the  progrefs  of  the  cure  was  very 
rapid. 

Ulcers^  cancerous ^ foul, Jlrumous,  In  two  cafes 
of  cancerous  mammae,  eafe  was  foon  expe- 
rienced from  the  external  application  of 
carbonic  acid  gas.  In  three  cafes  of  foul 
ulcers  of  the  leg,  the  inhalation  of  oxygene, 
moderately  diluted,  effecled  a complete  cure. 
In  one  cafe  of  ftrumous  ulcer,  great  benefit 
arofe  from  the  ufe  of'  oxygene,  and  hydro- 
carbonate with  oxygene.  A cafe  of  tumors 
and  ulcer  was  cured  by  oxygene,  little  di- 
luted : ' 
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luted  : The  fame  remedy  removed  a white 
fwelling  of  the  knee.  Many  patients  had 
fcrophulous  fores  cured  by  forrel  poultices  ; 
and  in  many,  foul  ulcers  and  mortifications 
yielded  to  the  charcoal  poultice,  as  did  cu- 
taneous eruptions  to  the  external  ufe  of 
yeaft.  One  patient,  with  an  humour  in  the 
face  of  two  years  ftanding,  was  cured,  but 
not  permanently,  (prCbably  from  the  trial 
being  imperfedl),  by  means  of  diluted  oxy- 
gene.  The  charcoal  poultice  in  one  inftance 
cured  carbuncular  tumours,  and  in  another 
removed  an  obftinate  affedlion  of  the  nofe, 
of  two  years  ftanding,  which  had  refifted 
all  the  moft  ordinary  means  adopted  in  cafes 
where  external  parts  have  a carcinomatous 
appearance. 

From' the  above  fummary  it  will  be  per- 
ceived, that  of  the  feveral  chemical  agents 
recommended  or  fuggefted  in  the  firft  part 
of  Dr  Beddoes’s  confiderations,  the  gaftes 
alone  have  hitherto  been  chiefly  tried. 

In  the  volume  of  Medical  Commentaries 
for  1795,  p.  368.  we  ftated  the  advantages 
which  Dr  Garnet  had  obferved  in  cafes  of 
florid  confumption,  from  the  ufe  of  the  kali 
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iiiiphuratum  and  the  powder  of  charcoah 
Mr  Faterfoii  has  lately  recommended,  from 

^ , I / 

cxtenlive  experience,  a folution  of  nitre  in 
vinegar,  in  cafes  of  fea-fcurvy  : And  Dr 
JohnfLone  of  Birmingham  has  experienced 
confiderable  benefit  from  the  internal  ufe  of 
charcoal-powder.  May  we  not  therefore 
infer,  that  the  bafes  of  the  moil  adlive 
gafies  may  operate  upon  the  fyilem  through 
the  medium  of  the  fiomach  ? 

Were  this  found  pradlicable,  we  ihould 
probably  be  pofiefied  of  many  powerful  re- 
medies for  diforders  at  prefent  deemed  incu- 
rabie,  remedies  within  the  reach  of  practi- 
tioners in  general,  and  of  patients  of  all  deno- 
minations. Such  means  would  not  fuperfede 
the  practice  of  applying  gafies  immediately 
to  the  lungs ; for  that  might  be  had  recourfe 
to  in  cafes  too  urgent  to  be  benefited  by 
the  comparatively  flow  effects  of  medicines 
received  into  the  llomach : and,  befides, 
were  it  clearly  and  unequivocally  afcertain- 
ed,  that  medicines  taken  internally  pro- 
duce effects  as  chemical  agents,  the  preju- 
dices againft  the  pneumatic  practice  v/ould 
focn  be  diiSpated., 
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We  now  proceed  to  notice  fome  interefting 
particulars  contained  in  the  third  part  of  the 
coniiderations. 

The  following  obfervations  are  made  hj 
Dr  Thornton  on  the  cafe*  of  Sir  William 
Chambers  ; a very  diftind;  account  of  which, 
is  communicated  by  Sir  William  himfelf. 
Sir  William’s  complaints  were  anafarca,  with 
fymptoms  of  hydrothorax,  and  the  reme- 
dies employed  were  bitters,  aperients  occa- 
iionally,  and  the  daily  inhalation  of  diluted 
oxygene  gas. 

“ I.  As  the’ average  dofe  was  1500  cu- 
bic inches  of  atmofpheric  air,  fuper-oxyge- 
nated  at  firft  by  one,  and  afterw^ards  by  two 
quarts  of  vital  air,  does  not  this  cafe  of  a- 
nafarca  prove,  that  fuch  a mixture  has  no 
contemptible  powder? 

“ 2.  As  the  fuperoxygenated  air  was  in- 
haled at  firfl  for  near  two  months  fucceflive- 
^ ly,  once  each  day,  and  aftervtards,  for  eight 
months,  three  or  four  times  a-weelr,  itfeems 
to  prove,  that  this  remedy  may  be  employed 
for  a great  length  of  time  without  injury, 
care  being  taken  to  leave  it  off  when  any 
accidentalxinflammatory  attack  fupervenes, 

and» 
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and  when  the  tongue  has  a white  appear- 
ranee,  in  the  fame  way  as  bark,  and  all 
other  tonic  and  exciting  remedies,  would 
he  omitted  under  limilar  indications. 

“ 3.  After  the  inhalation  of  the  fuper- 
oxygenated  air,  (the  quantity  of  air  ufually 
drawn  into  the  lungs  being  four  pints  at  a 
forced  infpiration),  a fenfe  of  warmth  was 
diffufed  throughout  the  ody.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Chambers  frecp-ently  noticed,  that  the 
extremities  of  his  fingers,  which  were  be- 
fore colourlefs,  were  fuffufed  with  red  blood, 
the  fmall  veflels  on  the  furface  of  the  cheeks 
became  more  florid,  the  veins  filled  ou", 
and  the  pulfe,  waich  was  ninety,  and  weak, 
rofe  in  fulnefs,  but  dimmifhed  in  number 
from  fix  to  ten  in  a minute. 

‘‘  4.  Is  the  removal  of  the  anafarca,  the 
recovery  of  mufcular  power,  the  increafe 
of  ftrength,  to  be  aferibed  folely  to  the  in- 
halation of  a fuperoxygenated  air — to  the 
power  of  tonic  remedies— or  to  both  con- 
jointly ?” 

To  the  lafl:  opinion  Dr  Thornton  gives  his 
affent,  from  an  experience  of  above  two 
years  in  the  pneumatic  pradice. 

“ 5.  Was 


MEDICINE,  1796.  255 

“ 5.  Was  not  a deficiency  of  vital  air 
in  the  fyflem  fliewn,  not  only  from  the  na- 
ture of  this  difeafe,  from  incapacity  for  inuf- 
cular  motion,  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  de- 
fed  of  the  colour  which  is  natural  to  the 
cheeks  in  the  hate  of  health  ; but  alfo  from 
the  tremulous  motion  of  the  hand,  when  ^ 
holding  the  tube  conneded  v/ith  the  ma- 
chine for  the  inhalation  of  the  air ; for  thefe 
went  off  in  proportion  as*  the  fyflem  became 
oxygenated. 

“ 6.  As  the  ufual  remedies  are  employed 
y/hich  the  prudent  phyfician  prefcribes,  ac- 
cording to  the  circumflances  of  the  cafe,  and 
as  the  patient  lofes  no  chance  in  the  expe- 
riment, and  the  fuperoxygenated  air  in  a 
flate  of  great  dilution  is  proved  to  be  by  no 
means  a dangerous  remedy  ; have  not  prac- 
titioners great  reafon  for  adopting  in  future 
this  new  power  under  fimilar  circumflances?” 

To  thefe  Dr  Beddoes  has  fubjoined  the 
following  remarks. 

“ 7.  As  patients  in  general,  though  warn- 
ed to  the  contrary,  make  greater  efforts  of 
refpiration,  when  they  draw  the  air  out  of 
a r^fervoir,  does  not  the  fame  quantity  of 

atmofpheric 


256 


ANNALS  OF 


atmofplieric  air  oxygenate  the  fyflem  more 
in  this  mode  of  adminiftering  it,  than  in  or- 
dinary breathing  ? And  may  not  the  exer- 
cife  attending  this  mode  of  refpiration  be 
of  fervice  ? This  lafl:  circumftance  deferves 
attention.” 

Dr  Garnet  had  fuggefted,  that  “ mercury 
‘‘  derives  mofc  of  its  adlivity  from  its  being 
“ in  the  ftate  of  an  oxyd.”  Does  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  Dr  Thornton  afford  any 
fupport  to  this  opinion  ? 

“ The  pradlitioner  now  and  then  meets 
with  peculiar  habits  in  which  mercury  feems 
to  have  no  adlion,  and  again  wdth  other  cafes 
in  which  mercury  is  immediately  carried  off 
by  ptyalifm,  violent  fweats,  or  exceffive  diar- 
rhoea. In  both  th'efe  flates  I was  defirous 
to  fee  the  vital  air  tried,  but  as  yet  have 
been  able  only  to  obferve  its  falutary  effedls 
in  the  latter  inflance. 

A wealthy  merchant  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, after  inebriation,  became  the  vidlim 
of  indifereet  indulgence.  Mercury  was  had 
xecourfe  to  in  the  form  of  pills,  and  un- 
guent ; but  thefe  produced  the  greatefl  de- 
rangement in  his  health,  and  affedled  al- 
I moft 
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]aio{l  inflantly  the  falivary  glands.  The  pri- 
mary fymptoms  being  however  fubdued,  his 
furgeon,  an  able  and  experienced  pradi- 
tioner,  thought  fit  to  leave  off  the  mercury, 
feeing  it  was  fo  inimical  to  his  conftitution : 
and  for  fome  time  the  patient  believed  him- 
felf  fafe  ; but  this  Proteus  difeafe  broke  out 
in  another  form,  and  that  unfortunately  at 
the  time  when  he  had  jufi  married.  He  was 
falivated  again ; but  could  not  retain,  accord- 
ing to  Bell,  fufficient  mercury  to  eflablifh  a. 
cure ; or  rather,  the  mercurial  adion  was  at 
firft  too  violent  and  local  to  be  kept  up  a 
fufficient  time  to  produce  a permanent  be- 
nefit : hence  this  cruel  diforder  afflided  him 
for  more  than  the  fpace  of  two  years.  When 
I faw  him,  the  furface  of  his  body  was  deformed 
by  dreadful  blotches : he  had  an  ulcer  on  the 
lungs,  attended  by  hard  cough,  and  bloody 
and  purulent  expedoration,  with  other  hor- 
rid marks  of  this  dreadful  fcourge  of  illicit 
defires.  MefT,  Walker  and  Phij)ps,  feeing 
this  gentleman  in  fo  deplorable  a flate,  and 
liaving  witneifed  the  relief  arifing  from  the 
aerial  pradice  in  the  cafe  of  a fervant-maid^ 
whom,  though  not  a fervant  of  the  family 
VoL.  I,  R they 
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they  humanely  lodged  in  their  houfe,  arid 
who  was  in  the  lait  ftage  of  a pulmonary 
confumption,  advifed  him  by  all  means  both 
to  conl'ult  me  and  Mr  Hill. 

“ From  my  former  refidence  at  the  Hot- 
wells  near  Brillol,  and  from  frequent  con- 
verfation  with  the  late  Dr  Rigg,  phyfician 
at  that  place,  I was  convinced  of  the  fatali- 
ty of  confumption  from  venereal  ulcers ; and 
though  the  cafe  was  not  the  one  1 had  chalk- 
ed out  in  my  mind  for  the  firft  trial  of  the 
vital  air^yet,^  as  perhaps  it  afforded  Ahe  only 
chance  of  recovery,  I urged  Its  ufe.  Mr 
Hill  accordingly  gave  him  each  day  the  fu- 
peroxygenated  air,  in  the  proportion  of  two 
quarts  to  a thoufand  cubic  inches  of  atmo- 
fpheric ; and,  by  way  of  medicine,  he  had 
muriated  mercury  in  the  ftrongeft  decodlioii 
of  bark,  and  two  grains  of  opium  at  night : 
He  was  occalionally  purged.  By  this  courfe, 
without  any  violent  effed  from  the  mercury, 
he  was  in  three  weeks  clear  from  all  defae- 
dations  of  the  Ikin ; and,  in  a month,  the 
ulcer  on  the  lungs  was  healed,  and  the  other 
marks  of  venereal  affedion  difappeared ; and 
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in  fix  weeks  he  went  to  Margate,  deeming 
himfelf  cured. 

“ A queftion  here  naturally  arifes,  whether 
the  cure  in  this  cafe  proceeded  from  a dif- 
ferent adminiftration  of  mercury,  or  from 
the  combined  operation  of  fuperoxygenated 
air  ? Thefe  doubts  mufi:  often  occur  to  a 
private  praditioner,  before  the  acquifition 
of  more  fads.” 

On  the  the  operation  of  yeafl:  as  an  in- 
ternal remedy,  Dr  Pearfon  of  Birmingham 
offers  the  following  remark?. 

“ So  much  has  lately  been  faid  in  favour 
of  yeafl  as  a remedy  in  typhus  and  other  dif- 
orders,  that  I have  been  induced  to  take 
fome  notice  of  it.  Thofe  who  have  written 
about  it  do  not  feem  to  have  underftood  its 
nature  thoroughly.  They  have  looked  only 
to  the  carbonic  acid  which  it  contains,  with- 
out being  aware  of  another  adive  ingredient 
in  its  compofition,  I mean  the  bitter  principle 
of  the  hop,  which  is  prefent  in  a very  con- 
centrated flate  in  yeafl,  and  is  highly  narco- 
tic. It  is  to  this  principle  that  T afcribe  the 
violent  effeds  which  I have  known  yeafl  to 
produce  when  given  internally.  I have  been 
R 2 witneft 
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witncfs  to  its  operation  in  two  cafes  : nei- 
ther of  them  were  fevers.  In  the  firh:,  the 
vomiting,  which  had  come  on  before,  was 
increafed  by  it ; and  in  the  other  inilance, 
it  purged  violently.  In  refpedl  to  its  utility 
internally,  I cannot  help  looking  upon  it  as  a 
very  doubtful  remedy ; but  I can  bear  te- 
flimony  to  its  good  effedls  externally  in  cuta- 
neous affections.  It  fliould  be  obferved, 
that  there  is  a great  difference  between  old 
and  new  yeaft.  By  keeping,  much  of  the 
carbonic  acid  air  efcapes,  the  mafs  becomes 
iefs  frothy,  and  its  parts  are  brought  into 
clofer  contact : hence  old  yeaft  is  bulk  for 
bulk,  much  ftronger  than  the  nev/.  I fuf- 
peCt,  too,  that  in  proportion  as  it  lofes  its 
carbonic  acid  air,  it  becomes  more  power- 
fully narcotic.  It  is  is  therefore  a neceffary 
precaution  to  proportion  the  dofe  according 
to  the  quality  of  the  yeaft.  The  old  is 
at  lead  twice  as  ftrong  as  the  new.’’ 

Dr  Thornton  has  made  fome  obfervations 
on  thefe  opinions,  v/hich  we  deem  it  pro- 
per to  infert. 

“ As  the  public,”  he  fays,  “ are  fo  eafily 
prejudiced  againit  new  remedies,  and  wifh 

ever 


MEDIC  INE,  1796. 


261, 

-ever  to  be  cured  by  inert  fubflances  acting 
like  charms,  it  may  be  neceffary  to  com.- 
ment  on  the  evils  that  are  faid  to  arife  from 
yeadj  as  mentioned  by  this  judicious  phy- 
hcian.  To  afcertain  the  adtion  of  remedies, 
is  of  the  hrit  confequence  : to  difcover  this 
mode  of  adlion,  is  the  next,  which  paves  the 
way  for  future  improvement,  and  difdn- 
guiflies  the  phyiician  from  the  empyric.  In 
no  inftance  has  vomiting  occurred  with  me 
from  the  exhibition  of  yeaft,  the  ilomach 
and  bowels  being  firft  cleanfed,  but  fuch 
effeds  as  refemble  hyfteria.^  and  the  con- 
tinued erudations  of  air  feem,  in  my  mind, 
to  indicate  the  modus  operand!.  It  was  cu- 
rious to  obferve,  that  when  my  patients 
plunged  their  arms  into  yeaft  in  a date  of 
fermentation,  it  produced  erudation,  I hap- 
pened lately  to  get  a dreadful  fcald,  and  the 
pain  was  exceilive.  I tried  the  yeail  poultice, 
and  obtained  an  almod  indant  cure.  Do  not 
the  ededs  nf  the  fixed  air,  and  of  the  car- 
rot and  yead  poultices,  in  cancer,  clearly 
drew,  that  they  ad  by  one  and  the  fame 
principle  ? The  fame  may  be  obferve d of 
mortification.  Knowing  the  effeds  of  wind 
R 3 ’ 04 
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on  the  ftomach,  can  we  doubt  of  this  being 
the  prime  agent  ? Not  that  I mean  to  dtz- 
ny  the  bitter  principle  of  the  hop,  any  more 
than  the  neutral  balls  of  the  effervefcing 
mixture ; but  I would  place  it  in  the  fe- 
condary  flation.  The  quellion  was,  I think, 
cleared  up  by  the  Geneva,  which  foon  ba- 
nillied  the  wind,  and  gave  relief.  It  may 
at  once  be  decided  by  this  able  chemilt,  if 
he  will  lirll  extricate  the  air  from  the  yeall, 
and  then  exhibit  it  in  cafes  which  may 
demand  its  bitter  and  narcotic  qualities.’’ 

It  has  lately  become  the  opinion  of  feve- 
ral  refpectable  pradlitioners,  that  the  effeds 
of  inoculation  for  the  fmall-pox  are  influen- 
ced by  the  quantity  of  the  matter  intro- 
duced by  the  pundure.  Speculating  upon  this 
idea.  Dr  Thornton  mentions,  that  in  three 
inllances  he  inoculated  with  matter  great- 
ly diluted:  And  in  order  that  as  little  as 
pollible  might  be  carried  by  the  abforb- 
ents  into  the  fyflem,  he  gently  raifed  with 
a lancet  the  ficin  on  the  deltoid  mufcle 
of  the  left  arm ; and  when  all  inflamma- 
tion was  fublided,  he  inferted  under  the 
fmall  fcratch,  the  dilute  variolous  matter 

with 
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with  the  point  of  a needle.  In  all,  the  local 
inflammation  took  place,  but  no  eruption, 
nor  any  general  indifpolition : and  as  the 
patients  have  been  repeatedly  expofed  with 
impunity  to  infedlion,  the  Dodor  ima- 
gines, that  they  are  perfedlly  fecure.  He 
hopes,  that  an  attention  to  thefe  principles 
may  remove  the  only  objedion  to  general 
inoculation,  by  rendering  the  difeafe  uni- 
verfally  mild.  Dr  Thornton  adds,  that  he 
mentions  this  only  as  a fuppofltion,  to  be  re- 
futed, or  confirmed,  by  future  experience. 

With  the  following  remarks  of  Dr  Bed- 
does  we  conclude  our  account  of  this  in- 
terefting  publication. 

“ The  reader  may  exped  from  me  fome 
general  refledions  on  the  effeds  of  airs.  But 
many  hundred  more  obfervations  mull  be 
colleded  and  compared,  before  a theory 
can  be  eftablifhed.  The  immediate  opera- 
tion of  oxygene  is  doubtlefs  to  render  the 
adion  of  the  heart  and  arteries  flironger. 
Among  its  remote  effeds,  may  be  reckoned 
an  increafe  of  the  red  colour,  of  the  blood, 
where  this  is  pale,  and  heightening  of  the 
complexion.  The  conjedure,  that  it  ex- 
R 4 haufts 
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haufls  lefs  than  other  equal  ftimulants,  is  ftil/ 
undetermined  : its  other  remote  efFeds  re- 
quire further  inquiry. 

“ Hydro-carbonate  air  weakens  the  aclion 
of  the  arterial  fyilem,  while  it  is  refpired : 
but  fo  would  the  mere  abftraclion  of  oxy- 
gene.  Does  the  venous  bloody  changed  as  it  is  , 
' by  hydrocarbonate ^Jiimulate  the  veins  more  than 
the  dark  blood  they  ujually  carry  ? Does  thi^ 
air  Simulate  the  ablbrbents  ? In  confump- 
tion,  it  has  been  obferved,  ( nl  I have 
feveral  times  noticed  the  fad  in  the  lafl 
llage  of  confumption),  that  the  expedora- 
tion  is  diminiihed  when  hydrocarbonate  is 
adminiftered.  Perhaps  other  phenomena 
might  be  brought  to  fupport  thi^  fuopofi- 
tion ; but  I fliall  not  dwell  upon  it  at  pre- 
fent.  It  may  not  be  quite  fo  eafy  to  de- 
termine when  the  veins  are  flimulated.  Dr 
Darwin  mentions  palenefs  as  fometimes  a 
lign  of  this.  Lefs  fponginefs  of  the  gums 
may,  I fuppofe,  alfo  be  regarded  as  the  fign 
of  a tonic  effed  upon  the  veins ; that  is,  of 
their  adion  having  become  permanently 
llronger. 

' I 
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I know  not  if  any  anatom  ill  has  yet 
thought  of  employing  the  rubeficient  ef- 
fects of  oxygene  or  hydro-carbonate  air, 
for  afcertaining  the  doubtful  flruclure  of 
certain  parts.  The  latter  appears  very  cul- 
pable of  fuch  application,  as  the  blood  tinged 
by  this  air  palTes  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
moll  penetrating  injection.” 
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Sele^  Cafes  in  Midwifery^  extra^fed  from  the 
Records  of  tbe  Edinburgh  Gme>  al  I ying  in 
Jdofpitaf  with  Re>narks.  By  James  Ha- 
Biiiton  junior  M,  D.  htllow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyjtcians  of  Edinburgh, 
Edinburgh,  1795. 

SOME  of  the  cafes  in  this  cqlledion,  Dr 
Hamilton  obferves,  are  of  fuch  a na« 
ture  that  they  may  not  occur  oftener  than 
once  or  twice  in  the  courfe  of  a very  exten- 
five  praHice  ; yet  they  may  happen  at  the 
outfet  of  an  individual  as  readily  as  afterwards. 
In  either  hcuation,  the  pradlitioner  muft  feel 
great  comfort  from  having  it  in  his  power 
to  confult  authentic  records,  in  which  the 
particulars  of  hmilar  occurrences  are  de- 
tailed, and  in  which  the  proper  mode  of 
pradlice  is  pointed  out.  He  thus  enjoys 
every  advantage  of  a confultation  with  an 
experienced  brother  of  the  profeiEon,  and 

muft 
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muft  be  infpired  with  a proportional  degree 
of  confidence. 

Thefe  cafes  relate  to  laborious,  preterna^ 
tural,  and  complex  labours. 

Following  the  arrangement  of  Dr  Of- 
borne,  the  author  divides  laborious  labours 
into  three  orders. 

Of  the  firft  order,  or  cafes  where  'the  head 
of  the  child  prefen  ting,  the  labour  is  pro- 
traded  beyond  the  period  of  twenty- four 
hours,  but  is  finally  terminated  without  any 
extraordinary  afliflance,  there  are  four  in- 
fiances  related^^ 

A curious  circumflance  occurred  in  the 
fecond  of  thefe.  Spurious  pains  took  place 
for  a conliderable  time  before  real  labour, 
attended  with  the  protrufion,  even  as  low  as 
the  external  parts,  of  a bag,  refembling  that 
formed  by  the  layers  of  the  ovum,  and  the 
liquor  amnii.  This  proved  to  be  the  urinary 
bladder,  which  Dr  H.  and  his  father  had 
for  fome  years  difcovered  is  apt  to  defcend 
during  the  incipient  flages  of  labour  in  wo- 
men of  a relaxed  habit.  Ignorance  of  this 
fad,  they  imagine,  has  frequently  proved 
the  caufe  of  irreparable  injury  to  the  blad- 
der, 
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der,  from  the  ordinary  pradice  of  rupturing 
the  membranes,  when  forced  down  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  vagina. 

This  bag,  however,  thus  formed,  may, 
Dr  Hamilton  remarks,  be  very  readily  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  that  of  the  ovum;  *for  it 
is  ftrongly  connected  with  thp  fore-part  of 
the  pelvis,  fo  that  the  finger  cannot  be  paiL 
ed  round  its  circumference  ; and,  during 
the  interval  of  a paiii,  the  os  tineas  can  he 
felt  fituated  very  high,  and  quite  undila- 
ted. 

In  his'"  remarks  on  the  third  cafe,  the  au- 
thor points  out  the  circumfiances  that  ren- 
der the  employment  of  the  long  forceps  eli- 
gible, or  even  warrantable.  Thefe  are  two, 
viz.  firft,  The  necefiity  of  fpeedy  delivery 
while  there  are  no  pains,  while  the  head 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  fliort  forceps, 
and  the  apertures  of  the  pelvis  are  under 
the  ufual  dimenfions ; and,  fecondly.  The 
necefii-ty  of  immediate  delivery,  (as  in  cafes 
of  uterine  haemorrhage,  &c.),  while  the  head 
is  in  the  fame  fituation,  but  where  the  aper- 
tures of  the  pelvis  are  natural,  and  the  foft 
parts  are  relaxed.  By  this  pradice,  under  the 

former 
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former  of  thofe  circumftances,  he  alledges, 
it  is  fometimes  in  the  power  of  the  prac- 
titioner to  accomplilh  the  delivery  by  means 
perfedly  confident  with  the  fafety  of  the 
child;  and  confeqaently  the  long  forceps 
fhouTd  in  general  be  tried  before  recourfe  be 
had  to  the  operation  of  embryulcia,  un- 
lefs  the  deficiency  of  fpace  in-  the  pelvis  be 
very  confiderable. 

Under  the  fecond  order  of  laborious  la- 
bour, or  that  requiring  inftrumental  de- 
livery, but  without  injury  to  the  child, 
there  is  only  one  cafe  detailed.  The  fliort 
forceps  were  ufed. 

Of  the  third  order,  comprehending  thofe 
diftreffing  cafes  where  it  is  neceflary  to 
lefien,  by  defirudlive  inftruments,  the  head 
of  the  child,  four  inftances  are  enumerated. 

In  the  firfi;  cafe,  the  head  having  been 
fituated  very  low,  the  lliort  forcqps  v/ere 
tried  before  the  lafi:  refource  was  had  re- 
courfe to.  From  this  Dr  Hamilton  takes 
occafion  to  explain  the  mode  of  action  of 
the  forceps.  As  that  inftriiment,  he  ob- 
ferves,  cannot  be  employed  without  be- 
ing made  to  act  upon  the  parts  of  the  wo- 
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man,  it  is  obvious,  that  there  mufl  be  great 
danger  where  the  head  of  the  child  is  in 
clofe  contadl  with  the  hdes  of  the  paifage 
in  which  it  is  contained.  A doflrine  of  an 
oppofite  nature,  he  allows,  has  prevailed 
much  among  practitioners ; for  it  has  been 
generally  believed,  that  the  forceps  act  up- 
on no  part  of  the  woman,  the  whole  power 
in  moving  the  inftrument  being  exerted 
upon  the  locking  parts  of  it.  He  prefumes, 
however,  that  two  arguments  overturn  this 
opinion.  Firit,  That  the  locks  are  amoved 
as  well  as  the  handles,  v/hereas,  did  they 
ferve  as  the  fulcrum  to  the  inflrument,  they 
ought  to  be  fixed  points ; and,  fecondly.  That 
the  blades  are  moved  from  fide  to  fide,  and 
confequently  their  moil  converging  points 
mufi:  refi:  alternately  upon  the  fides  of  the 
pelvis. 

In  the  third  cafe,  there  was  very  confider- 
able  deformity  of  the  pelvis ; yet  the  patient 
^as  allowed  to  be  at  leafi:  fixty  hours  in  la- 
bour before  the  operation  of  embryulcia  was 
undertaken ; and  that  was  not  performed  until 
it  had  been  afcertained,  that  Lowder’s  lever 
I could 
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could  not  produce  a fufficiently  powerful 
effedl.  The  patient’s  recovery  was  rapid. 

In  fuch  cafes,  the  author  remarks,  two 
modes  of  pradice  have  been  recommended^ 
viz.  either  to  open  the  head  at  the  begin- 
ning of  labour,  or  to  wait  patiently  till  it 
be  proved,  that  the  efforts  of  nature  are  in- 
adequate to  the  expuliion  of  the  child.  In, 
favour  of  the  former,  many  plaufible  argu- 
ments may  be  adduced.  Thus  it  may  be 
alledged,  that  while  it  is  improbable  that 
the  fhort  diameter  of  the  child’s  head  fhall 
be  reduced  below  three  inches,  it  is  cruel 
to  allow  the  patient  to  fuffer  unavailing '‘an- 
guifh  for  feveral  days,  or  unjuflifiable  to  ha- 
zard her  life  while  there  is  no  reafonable 
profped:  of  faving  the  child.  And  befides, 
it  mull  be  diflreffing  to  the  praditioner  to 
undergo  the  fatigue  and  anxiety  of  a long 
attendance,  which  may  with  fo  much  eafe 
be  avoided.  Whereas,  on  the  other  hand, 
by  opening  the  child’s  head  at  the  very  be- 
ginning of  labour,  the  patient’s  fafety  is  fe- 
cured,  and  the  praditioner’s  fatigue  avoid- 
ed. 

But  Dr  Hamilton  infills  the  fecond  mode 

of 
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of  pradlice  ought  always  to  be  adopted; 
that  is,  the  praditioner  fliould  conflantly, 
•wherever  the  pelvis  falls  under  the  ordinary 
ilandard,  provided  its  dimeniions  be  not  be- 
iow  two  inches  in  its  iliort  diameter,  w^ait  pa- 
tiently till  lie  be  abfolutely  convinced,  that 
the  child  cannot  be  excluded  alive  by  the 
efforts  neither  of  nature  nor  of  art.  His  ar*- 
guments  in  favour  of  this  opinion  are,  that 
children  at  - the  full  time  have  been  born 
alive,  though  the  Ihort  diameter  of  the  pel- 
vis was  not  equal  to  three  inches ; and  that 
infants  at  the  feventh  month,  being  fmaller, 
may  be  forced  v/ithout  injury  through  aper-- 
tures  'which  do  not  permit  the  fafe  paiTage 
of  the  mature  foetus. 

Two  important  advantages,  he  continues^ 
refult  from  this  mode  of  practice.  FiiTi. 
The  certainty  of  never  deflroyirig  life  un- 
neceilarily  ; and,  fecondly.  The  probability 
that  if  the  child  mufl  unavoidably  be  ex~ 
trailed  piece-meal,  its  death  fliall  have  hap- 
pened previous  to  the  ufe  of  deflrudlive 
inilruments  in  confequence  of  the  long-con- 
tinued preillire. 

In  the  lad  cafe  cf  this  cider,  after  the 
T,  operatioij 
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(Operation  of  embiyulcia  had  been  acconl- 
plifliedwith  conliderable  difficulty,  the  fafe« 
ty  of  the  patient  was  further  endangered 
by  the  obftacles  that  occurred  to  the  ex- 
traction of  the  fecundines.  Thefe  arofe 
from  the  induration  and  offification  of  the 
cake.  The  induration  of  the  placenta,  it 
is  obferved,  is  always  productive  of  conli- 
derable  danger  to  the  mother,  though  it 
feems  to  have  little  effeCt  upon  the  childj 
as  the  children  born  in  fuch  cafes  are  gene- 
rally {tout  and  well  formed.  The  danger 
arifes  from  two  fources,  viz.  haemorrhagy, 
and  retention  of  the  placentary  mafs.  As 
there  mull  be  an  unufual  reiidance  to  the 
contraction  of  the  uterine  fibres  at  that  part 
to  which  the  indurated  portions  are  attach- 
ed, increafed  aCtion  is  excited  in  them ; and 
hence  the  foft  yielding  portions  are  fepa- 
rated  fooner  than  ufual : thus  the  haemor- 
rhagy is  produced.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
cellular  as  well  as  the  vafcular  part  being 
indurated,  the  adheiion  of  the  difeafed 
parts  to  the  uterus,  mull  be  in  many  cafes 
ib  great,  that  neither  the  natural  aCtion^ 
VoL.  L S n0r 
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nor  even  the  affiftance  of  art,  can  accom- 
pliili  the  reparation* 

Two  of^the  confequences  of  retention  of 
the  fecun dines,  are,  either  alarming  uterine 
haemorrhagy,  or  the  abforption  of  putrid 
matter,  which  is  equally  dangerous,  though 
lefs  rapid  in  its  eiTed;s.  The  life  of  the  pa- 
tient being  fometimes  protradted  to  the 
third  week,  but  more  frequently  to  the 
eighth  or  ninth  day  only.  Dr  Hamilton 
next  diredls  the  method  of  extradling  the 
fecundines,  when  thus  morbidly  adhering. 

The  fecond  clafs,  or  preternatural  labours, 
is  divided  into  two  orders.  The  former  of 
thefe*  comprehends  two  inftances  of  footling 
prefentation.  Under- the  latter,  the  hiftory 
of  three  cafes  of  arm-prefentation  is  de- 
tailed. In  the  lad  of  thefe  cafes,  the  pa- 
tient had  been  five  days  and  nights  in  la- 
bour before  the  Dodtor  was  called.  He  found 
the  foetus  fo  placed,  that  the  right  arm  lay 
in  the  diredlion  of  the  right  facro-iljaca  fyn- 
chondrofis ; the  occiput  occupied  the  right 
©fla-iliaca  : and  the  right  cheek-bone  was 
jammed  within  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 

exadlly 
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exadly  at  the  jundioii  of  the  right  ilium 
with  the  pubis ; and  in  this  fituation  it  had^ 
by  the  reiterated  contradlions  of  the  ute- 
rus, and  probably  alfo  by  the  fuelling  of 
the  contiguous  parts,  become  fo  ftrongly 
wedged,  that  no  force  could  either  alter  it, 
or  produce  room  for  the  palTage  of  the 
hand  beyond  thofe  prefenting  partSi  The 
patient  feemed  in  articulo  mortis.  With 
great  difficulty  the  child  was  extradled,  but 
the  woman  furvived  delivery  only  about 
four  hours. 

This  cafe,  it  is  remarked,  affords  a proof, 
that  the  operation  of  turning,  in  fuch  cafes, 
ought  never  to  be  delayed  longer  than 
what  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  remove  the 
contradlion  of  the  uterus,  by  the  proper 
means,  and  that  the  fpontaneous  evolution, 
firft  noticed  by  Dr  Denman,  can  never  be 
implicitly  depended  upon.  As  that  curious 
effort  of  nature  can  only  take  place  where 
the  child  lies  in  a particular  fituation,  viz, 
where  the  adlion  of  the  uterus  cannot  be 
exerted  on  the  prefenting  part,  or  where 
that  part  is  fo  fhaped  that  it  cannot  be 
S 2 wedged 
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wedged  within  the  pelvis,  the  author  ima- 
gines, that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  prac- 
titioner, both  to  afcertain  when  there  is  a 
probability  of  its  happening,  and  to  con- 
tribute'towards  its  accomplifhment. 

In  the  lail  clafs,  complex  labours,  there 
are  included  three  cafes  of  twins,  and  one 
of  ruptured  uterus. 

In  .one  of  the  twill- cafes,  phrenitis  fuper- 
vened  on  the  lixth  day,  and  terminated  in 
mania.  The  patient  died  at  the  end  of  the 
fortnight. 

The  cafe  of  ruptured  uterus  affords  a re- 
markable example  of  the  advantages  re- 
fulting  from  delivery  after  the  accident  has 
happened.  The  whole  body  of  the  infant 
had  been  for  feven^  hours  in  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  and  the  woman  feemed  fink- 
ing very  rapidly.  During  the  procefs  of 
extracting  the  child,  the  rent  in  the  ute- 
rus was  evidently  increafed,  and  fuch  hce- 
morrhagy  enfued,  that  above  three  pounds 
of  blood  were  loft : yet  the  patierit  reco- 
vered. The  objections,  therefore,  that 
have  been  urged  againfl  delivery  in  fimi- 

lar 
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iar  cafes,  viz.  the  dangers  that  arife  frora 
the  rhk  of  increaiing  the  laceration,  and 
inducing  haemorrhagy,  are  thus  proved,  it 
is  alledged,  to  be  ill  founded.  The  re- 
marks on  the  fymptonis  which  indicate 
threatening  rupture  of  the  uterus,  and  on 
the  means  of  preventing  that  accident,  we 
regret  that  our  limits  prevent  us  frorp  de- 
tailing. 


S3  SECT. 


SECT.  II, 


MEDICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 


I. 

Some  Cafes  of  Biliary  OhfiruBions  from  Calculi, 
cured  by  Salivation.  By  Dr  Thirnas  Gib« 
bons,  Phyftcian  at  Hadleigb  in  Suffolk* 

IT  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  me- 
dical faculty,  that  there  is  nothing 
more  difficult  to  account  for  than  the  mo- 
dus operand!  of  remedies ; and  this  may  be 
obferved  both  in  their  limple  and  compound 
forms.  Why  does  ipicacuanha  adt  upon 
the  ftomach,  and  jallap  run  to  the  bowels? 
What  is  the  reafon  that  large  dofes  of  crude 
S 4 mercury 
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niercury  be  t^ken  with  impunity  ? and 
why  fo  fmall  a quantity,  when  joined  with 
marine  acid,  proves  fo  deleterious  ? On 
the  othet  hand,  why  is  the  vitriolic  acid 
fo  pernicious  by  itfelf,  and  why  fo  mild 
when  united  to  alkaline  fait,  or  joined  with 
inflammable  matter  ? More  queflions  con- 
cerning ftimulants  in  the  firft  pallages  might 
be  afked  ; but  let  thefe  fuffice.  When  me-, 
dicines  have  entered  the  fyftem,  whether 
by  the  ladeals  or  lymphatics,  we  are  equal- 
ly at  a lofs  to  account  for  their  adion  there. 
Why  does  calomel  or  mercurial  ointment 
affed  the  falivary  in  preference  to  any 
other  glands  ? Why  does  ferrum  vitriola- 
tum  flimulate  the  uterus,  and  kali  acetatum 
the  kidneys  ? The  anfwering  of  thefe  que- 
flions I fhall  leave  to  thofe  gentlemen  who 
may  think  themfelves  more  equal  to  it  than 
I find  myfelf. 

Anatomy  is  now  fo  well  known  to  every  ' 
medical  man  of  any  reputation,  that  I 
think  a defcription  of  the  biliary  organs 
needlefs ; but,  fhould  it  fo  happen,  that  a 
reader  has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  at- 
tending to  fuch  fubjeds,  the  reading  of 

my 
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my  worthy  friend  Dr  Thomas  Coe’s  Trea- 
tife  on  Biliary  Concretions,  may  be  of  ufe 
to  him. 

I have  no  noflrum  to  vend,  nor  do  I pu- 
blifh  the  following  cafes  to  make  myfelf 
known,  for  on  account  of  ill  health  I have 
declined  pradice.  My  only  motive  is,  be« 
caufe  I think  they  wall  be  of  ufe  to  man- 
kind. Calomel  has  in  biliary  obftrudions 
only  been  given  as  a deobftruent ; but  I 
do  not  recoiled,  that  intended  falivation 
for  the  removal  of  biliary  calculi  has  ever- 
been  recommended.  I know  that  in  the 
Eaft  Indies  it  is  a common  pradice,  for  in- 
flammations of  the  liver,  after  bleeding,  to 
falivate  as  quickly  as  poffible : but  this  is 
foreign  to  my  purpofe.  I fhall  therefore 
proceed  to  a relation  of  fuch  cafes  as  I have 
treated  fuccefsfully. 

CASE  1. 

Mrs  Ward,  a widow  lady  of  this  town, 
aged  about  feventy  years,  of  a corpulent  ha- 
bit, fent  far  me  in  May  1776.  Her  Ikin  and 
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urine  were  very  yellow,  her  {tools  of  a 
clay  colour.  She  complained  of  acute  pain 
from  the  pit  of  her  ftomach  to  her  back, 
with  frequent  vomitings.  Her  legs  were 
much  fwelled,  and  pitted.  I ordered  her 
fome  pills  of  calomel,  foap,  rhubarb,  and 
aloes,  with  anodynes  occafionally.  I confefs 
I did  not  order  thefe  medicines  with  an  in- 
tention of  falivating  her,  but  as  deobflruents. 
She  had  not,  however,  taken  them  many  days 
before  a fpitting  came  on  ; and  I obferved, 
before  {he  had  fpit  fix  days,  which  {he  did 
to  about  the  quantity  of  a pint  in  a day, 
that  her  jaundice  gradually  decreafed,  and 
the  fwelling  of  her  legs  went  off ; and  fhe 
was,  after  fpitting  about  fourteen  days,  per- 
fedly  free  from  her  diforder  : but  her  fpit- 
ing  continued  fo  troublefome,  that  it  was 
necefiary  to  check  it,  by  frequently  giving 
her  lac  fulphris  and  nitre.  She  lived  to  the 
age  of  eighty,  and  never  had  any  return  of 
her  jaundice.  Her  ftools  were  examined, 
but  no  calculi  found. 


CASE 
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CASE  11. 

Mrs  Neilson,  an  apothecary’s  widow  at 
Manningtree  in  Effex,  fent  for  me  about  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1778.  She  was  fe- 
venty  years  of  age ; very  corpulent,  and 
her  legs  oedomatous.  Her  Ikin  and  urine 
were  highly  tinged  with  bile  ; but  no  bile 
was  found  in  her  flools.  She  had  been 
affedled  with  very  acute  pains  in  the  bi- 
liary dud,  which  were  now  abated,  but 
the  obftrudion  ftill  remained.  She  had  been 
taking  pills  of  foap,  aloes,  and  rhubarb,  with 
faline  medicines,  by  Mr  Nimn’s  diredion. 
I ordered  that  thefe  fhould  be  repeated,  and 
that  Ihe  fhould  take  five  grains  of  calomel 
morning  and  evening.  Thefe  fhe  took  till 
a fpitting  came  on,  which  was  kept  up,  by 
continuing  the  calomel,  to  the  quantity  of  a 
pint  and  a half  daily  for  a fortnight ; at  the 
end  of  which  time  fiie  v/as  perfedly  cured. 
Her  ftools  were  examined,  but  no  calculi 
found.  She  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two, 
without  any  return  of  her  diforder. 


CASE 
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CASE  IIL 

Mrs  Reeve,  wife  of  Mr  Abraham  Reeve 
merchant  in  Hadleigh,  Suffolk,  a lady  of  a 
delicate  habit,  between  twenty  and  thirty 
years  of  age,  fent  for  me  in  November  1779. 
She  complained  of  pain  at  the  pit  of  her  ftp- 
mach  : Her  fkin  and  urine  were  both  yel- 
low ; and  there  was  a deficiency  of  bile  in 
the  foeces.  I was  in  hopes  that  calomel  in 
fmall  dofes  might  open  the  dud,  without 
falivating  her.  She  took  as  under. 

Jjt,  Calomel,  gr.  i. 

Pulv.  Rhab.  gr.  iii. 

Sapon.  Venet.  Dfs. 

Elix.  aloes,  q.  s.  ft.  bolus  m^ne  et 
vefpere  fumendus  3 fuperbibendo 
miflurae  fequentis,  31]. 

Sal.  Abfynth.  Dij. 

Succ.  lemon,  ^ij.  Perada  offer vef- 
centia,  adde 

Aq.  font.  3v. 

Sp.  cinnam.  si. 

Syr  croci,  sfs. 

Vini  antim.  g^t.  Ixxx.  M. 


Although 
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Although  the  dofe  of  the  calomel  was  fo 
fmall,  flie  had  not  taken  it  a week  before  a 
ptyalifm  came  on,  which,  in  a few  days, 
opened  the  dudl,  and  her  jaundice  went  off 
entirely;  a few  dofes  of  manna  and  Glauber’s 
falts  Hopped  the  fpitting,  and  removed  all 
her  complaints.  It  is  now  fifteen  years  ago, 
and  fhe  has  had  no  return.  Gall-ftones  were 
fought  for,  but  none  found. 

CASE  IV. 

In  June  1780,  I was  fent  for  to  Mr  Jo- 
feph  Clark,  a gentleman-farmer  at  Semer 
in  Suffolk,  aged  feventy  years.  His  fkin 
and  urine  were  very  yellow  ; his  flools 
• white  ; and  from  the  pain  at  the  pit  of 
his  ftomach,  there  was  no  doubt  of  his  ha- 
ving biliary  calculi.  After  an  emetic,  I or- 
dered him  the  following  medicines. 
i3t.  Calom.  gr.  i. 

Pulv.  rad.  Rhab.  gr.  hi. 

Sapon.  Venet.  gr.  v. 

Syr.  fimp.  q.  s.  f.  bolus  omni  nocle 
et  mane  fumendus,  fuperbibendo 
mifl.  falin.  3ii.  In 


In  about  a week  a ptyalifm  came,  whick 
was  kept  up  by  the  continuance  of  his  me- 
dicines, fo  that  he  fpit  about  a pint  and  a 
quarter  daily  for  two  or  three  weeks.  He 
was  perfectly  cured,  and  never  had  any  re- 
turn of  his  diforder.  He  died  aged  eighty. 
No  galLftones  were  found. 

CASE  V. 

On  the  22 d March  1781,  I was  fent  for 
to  Mrs  French,  a widow-lady  of  this  town, 
(Hadleigh  in  Suffolk),  about  fixty  years  of 
age.  She  complained  of  acute  pain,  at 
times,  in  the  biliary  duel : her  fein  and 
urine  v/ere  very  yellow.  After  an  emetic, 
I ordered  her  the  following  medicines. 

Ijc.  Calom. 

Aloes  focot.  a.  a.  gr.  ij. 

Sap.  Venet.  gr.  viij. 

Syr.  firap.  q.  s.  ft.  bolus  mane  et 
vefpere  fumendiis  cum  dofi  mif- 
turae  faliiice. 

She  continued  the  medicines  for  about 
three  weeks  without  falivation,  or  removal  of 

the 
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the  obftrudiion.  She  now  became  feverifh  : 
and  I thought  it  better  to  omit  the  calomel, 
and  give  her  fome  cooling  medicines.  She 
got  rid  of  her  fever  : and  on  the  2 ill  of 
May  following,  returned  to  the  calomel, 
but  took  only  one  grain  for  a dofe  ; 
which  Ihe  continued  for  fome  time,  without 
any  abatement  of  her  diforder.  I then  dif. 
continued  the  calomel,  keeping  her  bowels 
open  with  aloes,  rhubarb,  and  tartar-eme- 
tic, to  which  was  joined  a little  foap,  giving 
her  opiates  occalionally.  From  this  time 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1782,  fhe  took  open- 
ing medicines  only,  but  of  which,  and  all 
others,  Ihe  grew  tired.  She  was  perfuaded 
to  try  fome  noftrum ; but  her  jaundice  ne- 
ver left  her.  On  the  8th  of  October  1783, 
I was  delired  to  vilit  her  again  : She  then 
took  the  following  medicine. 

Calom.  gr.  i. 

Aloes  foe.  gr.  iij. 

Conf.  cynofb.  gr.  v.  ft.  bolus  omni 
node  vel  alterna  fumendus,  li  al- 
vus  aftrida  fit. 

She  took  thefe,  not  always  regularly,  and 
opiates,  till  March  18.  1784;  during  which 

time 
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time  I faw  her  but  feldom,  Mr  Smipfon, 
who  is  lince  dead,  her  apothecary,  having 
the  foie  care  of  her.  On  the  i8th  March 
1784,  I was  defired  to  vifit  her  again.  Her 
complexion  and  her  urine  were  now  of  a 
colour  between  black  and  yellow  ; her  ftoolsi 
without  bile.  I now  had  a wdlh  to  try  what 
the  addition  of  a fmall  quantity  of  opium, 
to  prevent  the  calomel  going  off  by  the 
bowels,  would  do.  I therefore  ordered  a.s 
follows. 

Calom* 

Aloes  foCi 

Phiion.  Lond.  a.  gr.  iv. 

Syr.  limp.  q.  s.  ft.  bolus  omni  no6le 
cum  doll  millurce  falinae  fumen- 
dus. 

She  continued  in  the  ufe  of  thefe  medi- 
cines for  near  a month  before  a ptyalifm 
came  on.  She  now,  I believe,  fpit  a pint 
in  a day  for  near  a month  before  any  bile 
got  into  the  duodenum  ; and  even  then  it 
palfed  but  in  fmall  quantity,  and  the  co- 
lour of  her  lldn  was  not  altered.  However, 
as  the  dudl  was  not  wholly  obftrudled,  I pre- 
vailed upon  her,  fupporting  her  with  tor- 

diah 
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dials  between  her  medicines,  to  perfevere  : 
which  happily  llie  did  for  more  than  two 
months,  fpitting  every  twenty  four  hours 
about  a pint  and  a half.  She  then  was  per«» 
fedly  cured,  and  has  had  no  return  of  jaun- 
dice lince.  She  is  now  more  than  feventy 
years  of  age.  No  gall-ftones  were  found, 

CASE  vi. 

Mrs  Game,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Need- 
ham-market,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  was, 
in  September  1780,  recommended  to  me 
by  Mr  Abbot  furgeon  at  Needham.  She 
appeared  to  be  about  forty  years  of  age  ; 
had  a biliary  obfirudiori  for  more  than  a 
year.  Her  fkin  was  of  a biackilh  yellow. 
I defired  Mr  Abbot  to  try  the  effects  of  fa- 
livation  from  calomel : He  did  fo  ; and  I re- 
ceived a letter  from  him  fome  time  after,  in 
which  he  faid,  “ The  bile  then  began  to 
emulge.”  She  lived  fome  months  afterwards. 
Mr  Abbot  thought  the  fubflance  of  the  li- 
ver was  indurated  ; and  indeed  I thought  fo 

VoL.  T too : 
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too ; for  fhe  faid  Ihe  could,  with  her  hand^ 
f el  her  right-lide  very  hard. 


CASE  VII. 

Mrs  Elliot,  a farmer’s  wife  at  Walding- 
field  in  Suffolk,  fent  for  me  on  the  3d  No- 
vember 17B4.  Her  age  between  thirty  and 
forty  years.  She  had  been  affeded  with  ex- 
cruciating pains  in  the  biliary  duds,  for 
which  her  apothecary  had  given  her  lauda- 
num frequently.  When  a gall-ftone  got 
into  the  dudus  biliarius  communis,  jaundice 
always  followed ; when  it  fell  back  into  the 
gall-bladder,  the  yellownefs  went  off;  and 
fo  on  alternately.  I prefcribed  for  her  as 
follows. 

B;.  Calom.  ppt.  gr.  i. 

Aloes  focot.  gr.  ii. 

Sapon.  Venet.  gr.  vi. 

Syr.  limp.  q.  s.  ft.  bolus  omni  node 
maneque  fumendus,  fuperbiben- 
do  mift.  falin.  dj. 
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A ptyalifm  came  on  in  a few  days ; and 
about  the  13th  of  the  fame  month,  the 
voided  a gall-ftone  which  weighed  ten  grains^ 
The  fpitting  was  kept  up  for  about  three 
Weeks.  She  voided  two  more  hones  of 
the  fame  lize  as  the  firft,  when  the  was  per- 
fe6lly  cured.  Thefe  calculi,  which  toge- 
ther weighed  about  thirty  grains,  were  the 
lighten  of  their  hze  I ever  faw,  though  I 
have  feveral  hundreds  by  me.  The  furfaces 
were  fmooth,  and  without  the  leafl  appear- 
ance of  erofion  : From  this  it  feems  to  ap- 
pear, that  the  mercury  did  not  ad  upon  the 
calculi,  but  fo  relaxed  the  duds  as  to  facili- 
tate the  exit  of  the  hones* 

But  let  us  now  review  the  firh  five  cafes, 
where  every  patient  was  cured,  and  no  gall- 
hones  found  in  the  fences.  May  we  not 
reafonably  fuppofe,  as  none  of  thofe  pa- 
tients had  any  return  of  the  diforder,  that 
the  mercury  in  thofe  cafes  aded  as  a folvent? 
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^ CASE  VIIL 

In  June  1784,  I was  defired  to  vilit  Mrs 
Harwood  of  Bnghtlingfea  in  EiTex.  I faw 
her  but  once  ; and  from  the  fymptoms  and 
nature ‘of  her  jaundice,  I fuppofed  it  to  be 
in  confequence  of  biliary  calculi.  I deiired 
Mr  Inman,  her  furgeon,  who  lives  at  St 
Ofyth,  to  try  the  effeds  bf  falivation  raifed 
by  calomel : He  did  fo  ; and  I had  the 
pleafure  of  hearing  from  him  a few  months 
ago,  that  after  fpitting  feveral  weeks,  fhe 
got  perfedily  Vv^ell ; and  has  had  no  return^ 
though  it  is  now  eleven  years  iince* 


CASE  IX. 

Mr  Canham  of  Bemont-Hall  in  ElTex,  a 
gentleman  of  about  fifty  years  of  age,  con- 
fulted  me,  on  the  7th  of  April  1785,  on  ac- 
count of  a jaundice,  which,  preceded  by 
pain,  came  on  and  went  off  feveral  times ; 

but 
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but  now  continued  longer  than  ufual.  I or- 
dered the  following  medicines. 

1^.  Calom.  ppt.  gr.  i. 

Rad.  Rhabarb. 

Pulv.  Philon.  Lond.  a gr.  v. 

Syr.  limp.  q.  sr  ft.  bolus  mane  et 
vefpere  fumendus,  cum  duabus 
unciis  mifturas  faliuce. 

On  the  24th  1 was  fent  for  to  him.  He  w’as 
then  fpitting ; which  I defired,  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  medicines,  might  be  kept 
up  for  fome  weeks.  It  was  fo;  and  his 
jaundice  left  him.  No  calculi  were  found. 
On  the  loth  of  February  1787,  his  jaundice 
returned  ; and  the  fame  medicines  were 
again  reforted  to.  I forgot  whether  he 
was  falivated  or  not  the  fecond  time ; I 
therefore  wrote  to  Mr  Vefey,  a furgeon  at 
Thorpe  in  Ehex,  to  know  what  he  recol- 
lected of  Mr  Canham’s  cafe.  His  anfwer  is 
as  follows. 

Dear  Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  requefl,  I have  infped- 
ed  my  books,  and  find  Mr  Ganham  v/as  put 
upon  a mercurial  courfe  on  the  7th  of  April 
T 3 1785, 
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1785,  and  kept  in  a gentle  falivation  to  the 
23d  of  June  following,  till  the  jaundice  en- 
tirely difappeared. 

On  the  loth  of  February  1787,  upon  the 
jaundice  making  its  appearance  again,  he 
then  was  put  upon  the  fame  mercurial 
couvfe,  which  he  took  for  ten  days,  which 
carried  off  the  jaundice  ; but,  to  the  bell  of 
my  recolledion,  it  did  not  bring  on  faliva- 
tion, only  nightly  affeded  his  mouth.  He 
never  had  any  further  appearance  of  the 
jaundice;  nor  were  there  any  calculi  found, 
I am. 

Sir, 

Your  mod  humble  fervant, 

Wm  Vesey, 

- Thorpe,  Sept*  17950 

To  Dr  Gibbons,  Hadleigh,  ^ 
in  Suffolk.  3 

^ ■ CASE  X. 

In  Augufl  1785,  I was  defiired  to  vifit 
MrsBennet  of  Kirfy.  She  appeared  to  me  to 
be  about  thirty  3^ears  of  age.  I ordered  her 

fonie 
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fome  pills,  compofed  of  calomel,  foap,  and 
rhubarb,  which  foon  brought  on  a ptyalifm, 
and  her  jaundice  (for  that  was  her  diforder) 
was  gradually  going  pif ; when  Mr  Rofe, 
her  furgeon,  fince  dead,  not  knowing  my 
intention,  gave  her  feveral  dofes  of  manna 
and  Glauber’s  falts,  till  her  fpitting  was 
conliderably  abated ; and,  as  that  diminiih- 
ed,  her  yellownefs  returned  in  pr  )f  ortion, 
and  increafed.  I delired  him  to  repeat  the 
calomel,  &c.  till  the  fpitting  returned; 
which  he  did  for  two  or  three  weeks,  when 
fhe  was  perfectly  cured.  From  the  fymp- 
toms,  acute  pain,  &c.  at  times,  there  was 
no  doubt  that  her  jaundice  arofe  from  cal- 
culi. Whether  her  ftoois  were  or  w’^ere 
not  examined,  I cannot  tell.  She  has 
not  had,  now  for  tea  years  paid,  any  re- 
turn of  the  diforder. 


CASE  XI, 

Mr  Golden,  a tanner  of  this  town,  (Had- 
ieigh),  fent  for  me  on  the  5th  of  July  1788. 
He  had  a jaundice,  which,  from  the  fymp- 
T 4 toms,. 
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toms,  there  was  no  doubt  arofe  from  biliary 
calculi.  He  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  of 
a very  corpulent  habit.  ' I prefcribed  for 
him  as  follows  : 

R.  Calom.  ppt.  gr.  i. 

Pulv.  Rad.  rhab. 

Philon.  Lond.  a gr.  v. 

Syr.  limp.  q.  s.  f.  bolus  mane  et  ve- 
fpere  fumendus  fuperbibendo 
mid:,  falin. 

About  the  loth  of  the  fame  month,  one 
grain  more  of  calomel  was  added  to 
each  bolus.  On  the  12th,  his  gums  grew 
fore,  and  fpitting  came  on  plentifully;  which 
was  continued  till  the  15th,  v/hen  the  dud: 
was  opened,  and  a large  quantity  of  bile 
found  in  his  ftools.  His  jaundice  went  off 
loon,  but  his  fpitting  was  fo  great,  to  up- 
wards of  itij.  in  a day,  that  I thought  it  ne- 
celTary  to  check  it,  by  giving  him  frequent- 
ly, dofes  of  lac  fulph.  and  nitre.  His 
flools  were  examined,  but  no  gall-dones 
found.  It  is  now  feven  years  lince,  and  he 
has  had  no  return  of  jaundice. 

CASE 
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CASE  XII. 

Mrs  Perkins,  wife  of  a gentleman  of  the 
kw  at  Manningtree  in  Effex,  fent  for  me 
on  the  9th  of  December  1790.  Mr  Rogers, 
her  apothecary,  faid  fhe  was,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  her  diforder,  troubled  v/ith  acute 
pains  at  the  pit  of  her  ftomach ; that  yellow- 
nefs  followed,  which,  though  the  pain  was 
fometimes  abated,  did  not  wholly  go  off. 

' He  had  given  her  foap,  rhubarb,  aloes,  &c. 
but  the  jaundice  kept  incrcafing.  Her  com- 
plexion was  of  a colour  between  black  and 
yellow.  I thought  there  was  no  time  to  be 
loft ; I therefore  prefcribed  for  her  as  fol- 
lows : 

Bi.  Vini  ipecaq.  3i. 

Antim.  tart.  gr.  i.  M.  ft.  hauftus  fta- 
tim  cum  regimine  fumendus. 

]^.  Rad.  Rhabarb.  pulv. 

Conf.  opiat.  a Bfs. 

Syr.  ftmp.  f.  bolus  poft  emet.  opera« 
tionem  fumendus. 
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And  the  following  morning,  to  begin  witk 
the  bolufes  and  mixture  as  under. 

St.  Calom.  ppt. 

Pil.  ex  aloe. 

Conf.  opiat  a gr.  iii. 

Syr.  limp.  q.  s.  f.  bolus  mane  ct 
vefp.  fumendus  cum  mill,  faiin  sij. 
As  fhe  was  coftive,  I ordered  the  follow-? 
ing  injedion : 

5L.  Decod.  pro  enematc,  3X. 

Olei  olivar. 

Syr.  bacc.  fpin.  cerv.  a sij. 

Pil.  ex  aloe,  3ij. 

Sap,  moll.  3fs.  M.  ftatim  tepideinji^ 
ciend. 

The  glyller  procured  very  little  difcharge 
of  foeces  ; i therefore  ordered  the  following 
pills. 

JL.  Calom.  ppt. 

Pil.  ex  aloe,  a.  gr.  v. 

Syr.  facch,  q.  s.  f.  malTa  in  pilulasduas 
dividenda,  vefp.  fummend.  et  ii  al- 
vus  aftrida  fuerit  mane  repetend. 
Thefe  did  not  open  the  bowels  fufficient- 
ly;  therefore,  on  the  13th,  (when  I faw  her 
again),  I ordered  the  pills  to  be  repeated 

every 
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every  four  hours,*  with  three  fpoonfuls  of 
the  following  mixture,  till  a free  paflage 
fliould  be  procured. 

Infuf.  fennas,  3V. 

Tind.  fennae,  3v. 
jalapii,  Biij. 

Syr.  rofar. 

Kali  tart.  a.  Bij. 

Mannae,  Bfs.  M. 

December  15.  The  medicines  had  pro- 
cured a confiderable  difcharge  of  foeces,  but 
not  tinged  with  bile.  I therefore  ordered 
for  her  as  under. 

Calom.  ppt. 

Ocul.  cancr, 

Conf.  Rof.  a.  gr.  v. 

Syr.  limp.  q.  s.  ft.  maffa  in  pilulas  me- 
diocres  divid.  ftatim.  fum.  cum 
dofi  mill,  falin. 

She  complained  of  great  weaknefs  and 
languor;  therefore  the  following  cordial 
mixture  was  ordered. 

Bt.  Tin(^l.  lavend.  corap. 
call.  a.  Biij. 

Aq.  deftill.  Bv. 

Syr,  facch.  Bnj.  M.  cap.  cochl.ij,  vel 
iij,  larga,  in  languore. 


,SPQ::Y 

FouriviOvi 

Spitting^^ 
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w came  on  ; and  her  urine  was 


'ed  with  bile  as  it  had  been  : but 
a purging  ilipervening,  checked  the  fpit- 
ting  ; and  fne  grow  more  yellow.  On  the 
1 8th,  I ordered  calom.  gr.  iij.  joined  with  a 
few  grains  of  conf.  opiat.  to  prevent  its 
running  off  by  the  bowels,  to  be  taken 
twice  in  a day.  I was  now  fearful  that  the 
fubllance  of  the  liver  was  affeded,  as  a 
found  prominent  tumour  was  to  be  felt  in 
the  region  of  the  liver.  But  as  her  fever 
was  not  high,  I ordered  the  calomel  to  be 
continued  : and  this  day  the  fpitting  re- 
turned plentifully  ; and  for  about  ten  days, 
Ihe  fpit  every  twenty- four  hours  not  lefs 
than  a pint  and  a half.  Her  Ikin  and  urine 
became  every  day  of  a better  colour ; and 
ther  e was  plenty  of  bile  in  her  ftools.  The 
tumour,  which  was  before  prominent,  now 
felt  flaccid  and  knotty,  not  unlike,  as  Mr 
Rogers,  her  furgeon,  and  a praditioner  in 
midwifery,  obferved,  a placenta.  During 
the  time  the  duds  were  open,  flie  voided 
an  aflonifliing  quantity  of  black  fabulous 
matter  in  every  flool ; and  which,  Vv^hen 
put  upon  a hot  iron,  burned  like  pitch,  o~ 

mitting 
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mitting  a very  ofFenfive  fmell.  She  con- 
tinued fpitting,  and  voiding  this  biliary  fan- 
dy-like  matter,  till  about  the  17th  of  Janua- 
ry 1791;  the  liver  gradually  decreahng, 
and  now  nearly  of  its  natural  lize.  There 
is  great  reafon  to  fuppofe,  from  the  knotty 
ftate  of  the  liver  after  the  bile  had  got  a 
free  palTage,  and  the  tumour  lelTened,  that 
not  only  the  dudus  cyllicus,  and  dudtus  he- 
paticus,  but  that  the  pori  biliarii  were  like- 
wife  obflrufled ; for  I do  not  think  it  pollible 
for  a human  gall-bladder  to  contain  a fourth 
part  of  the  calculi,  Ihe  voided,  not  much 
larger  than  fand.  Did  the  mercury  in  this 
cafe  diminilh  the  fize  of  the  calculi  ? The 
lady  had  refolution  enough  to  perfevere  in 
the  ufe  of  her  medicines  and  fpitting  to 
the  end  of  the  month,  or  fome  time  longer; 
and  happily  got  rid  of  her  diford er.  There 
was  one  ftone  voided,  the  lail  that  palfed, 
about  the  lize  of  a pea. 


CASE 
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CASE  XIIL 

Mrs  Phillebrown,  mother  to  Mrs  Mar- 
ratt,  a banker’s  lady  at  Manningtree,  fent 
for  me  in  April  1787.  But  as  my  attend- 
ance was  not  a regular  one,  I wrote  to  Mrs 
Marratt  for  information,  in  the  following 
terms ; and  I received  the  annexed  anfwen 

Madam, 

About  eight  years  ago,  1 was  defired  to 
vifit  your  mother,  who  had  then  a jaundice, 
ariling,  I fuppofe,  from  gall-ftones.  If  I re- 
coiled: right,  Mr  Rogers,  her  apothecary, 
faid  Ihe  had  had  feveral  fits  of  it  before  I 
faw  her ; that  after  acute  pain,  yellownefs 
followed ; further,  when  flie  was  free  from 
pain,  the  yellownefs  abated.  I well  remem- 
ber that  I wifhed  her  to  be  falivated,  and 
prefcribed  medicines  for  that  purpofe.  But 
as  my  attendance  was  not  a conflant  one,  I 
could  not  be  fo  exad  in  obferving  the  pro- 
grefs,  as  otherwife  I fhould  have  been.  I have 
thoughts  of  publ idling  upon  this  diforder ; 

therefore 
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therefore  lhall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  in« 
form  me  of  what  you  recoiled  of  her  cafe* 
The  following  queftions  will  perhaps  affift 
you.  How  often,  before  I faw  her,  had  ihe  re^ 
turns  of  her  diforder  ? After  fpitting  came 
on,  how  long  did  it  continue  ? After  the 
fpitting  went  off,  had  Ihe  ever  any  return  of 
jaundice  ? If  her  ftools  were  examined, 
were  there  any  gall-flones  found  ? What 
did  Ihe  die  of,  and  at  what  age  ? An  anfwer, 
when  convenient,  will  much  oblige, 

Madam,  ' 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

Thos*  Gibbons; 

Hadleigh,  1 

^th  April  17950 

April  11.  1795. 

Sir, 

In  anfwer  to  your  letter  refpeding  my 
dear  mother,  I can  fay,  I very  well  remem- 
ber your  prefcribing  the  medicines  for  her, 
(at  a time  there  was  but  little  hopes  of  her 
recovery),  which  caufed  her  a very  fore 
mouth,-  and  a falivation.  She  had  always 

been 
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been  fubjedt  to  a jaundice  and  bilious  com- 
plaint. I mull  fay,  I think  thofe  medicines 
lengthened  her  life  the  remaining  years,  as 
fhe  never  had  any  return  of  the  jaundice ; 
but  looked  upon  herfelf  worn  out,  the  laft 
year  or  two,  being  feventy-fix  years  of  age. 
“We  would  many  times  have  wilhed  to  have 
had  Dr  Gibbons  to  her ; but  as  fhe  had  no 
particular  diforder  to  point  out,  we  could 
not  perfuade  her  to  it.  In  anfwer  to  the 
queftions  you  have  given  me  : ift.  She  had 
always  been  difordered  with  a bilious  habit 
and  jaundice.  2dly,  I think  her  fpit- 
ting  continued  three  or  four  weeks.  3dly, 
It  certainly  recovered  her,  as  I do  not 
remember  die  ever  had  any  return  of  the 
jaundice.  4thly,  No  gall-ftones  were  found ; 
what  came  from  her  was  not  regularly  exa- 
mined. 5thly,  At  the  age  of  feventy-fix,  fhe 
had  an  eafy  pafiage  out  of  this  world;  I be- 
lieve fhe  always  thoug:ht  highly  of  the  medi- 
cines ; and  had  fhe  had  any  return,  you  cer- 
tainly v/ould  have  been  fent  for. 

I am,  S^c. 

G,  Marratt. 


In 
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In  only  one  cafe  have  I tried  the  effecls 
of  calomel  in  an  inflammation  of  the  liver. 
Some  years  ago  I was  defired  to  vilit  Mr 
Griggs,  a linen-draper  in  Kadleigh,  aged 
about  forty-five  years ; whofe  liver  was  fo 
much  enlarged,  that  a tumor  of  the  right- 
lide  might  be  feen.  He  had  a conliderable 
degree  of  fever ; was  very  yellow ; his  ilools 
deficient  of,  but  not  without  bile.  I or- 
/ dered  him  calomel,  which  he  took  for  feve- 
ral  weeks  ; but  no  fpitting  followed.  The 
calomel  was  omitted ; but  his  difeafe  at  fail 
proved  fatal.  Does  not  inflammation  pre- 
vent the  rnercury  from  affeding  the  falivary 
- glands  ? 


IL 


VOL.I. 


U 
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A Cafe  of  Hydrocele^  cured  by  JnjeBion,  ConU 
municated  to  Jr,  Pearfon,  M.  D,  by  Dr  Da- 
vid Hoiack,  of  Nnu  Tork. 

Man  about  forty-five  years  of  age,  of 


a full  habit  of  body,  captain  of  a vef- 
fei  trading  to  the  Ealt  Indies;  fent  for  me 
on  the  20th  May  1795,  to  examine  a tu^ 
mor  on  the  left  fide  of  his  fcrotum.  LTp- 
On  inquiry,  he  told  me  he  had  firft  difcover^ 
ed  it  when  in  the  Eail  Indies,  about  fix 
years  fince  ; from  which  time  it  had  gra- 
dually increafed  in  fize,  but  without  any  in- 
jury to  his  general  health.  , 

Upon  a careful  examination  of  the  tumor, 
by  the  ufual  tells  of  hydrocele,  it  proved 
to  be  that  difeafe;  the  tefticle  itfelf,  which 
was  eafily  felt  at  the  back  part  of  the  fcro- 
tum, appeared  alfo  to  be  much  enlarged. 
Satisfied  as  to  the  nature  of  his  difeafe,  he 


became 
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became  anxious  to  have  it  removed  as  fpeedi- 
ly  as  poffible. 

He  being  an  intelligent  man,  I defcribed 
to  him  the  different  methods  which  had 
been  employed  for  the  cure  of  it : He  did 
not  hefitate  to  give  the  preference  to  the 
one  which  would  probably  be  the  lead  pain- 
ful; that  is,  the  method  by  injeflion,  as  prac- 
tifed  at  prefent  by  Mr  Earle,  furgeon  in  St 
Bartholomew’s  Hofpital,  in  whofe  hands  I 
have  feveral  times  witneffed  its  fuccefs. 

Having  ordered  his  bowels  to  be  emptied, 
as  preparatory  to  the  operation,  on  the  morii- 
of  the  2 1 ft,  in  prefence  of  Drs  Pod,  Ha- 
merfley,  and  Tillary,  three  eminent  phyd- 
cians  in  this  city,  I drew  away,  by  means 
of  a trocar,  upwards  of  a pint  of  water,  ha- 
ving the  appearance  and  fmell  of  urine  ; 
the  tedicle  proved  to  be  condderably  enlar- 
ged. I immediately,  by  the  apparatus  em- 
ployed by  Mr  Earle,  injecled  a mixture  of 
wine  and  water,  in  the  ufual  proportion  of 
two  parts  of  the  former  to  one  of  the  lat- 
ter, until  the  fcrotum  became  didended  to 
the  dze  it  had  acquired  before  the  operation. 

The  injection  at  fird  gave  him  little  or 
U 2 no 
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no  uneafinefs ; but  upon  being  retained  five 
niinutes,  he  began  to  complain  of  pain : I 
immediately  withdrew  the  liquor  ; fufpend- 
ed  his  fcrotum  by  the  affiftance  of  the  T 
bandage  ; put  him  to  bed,  and  gave  him  fifty 
drops  of  laudanum. 

His  pain  foon  abated,  but  returned  in  the 
evening,  with  confiderable  tumor.  I repeat- 
ed his  anodyne  at  bed-time,  which  gave 
him  a comfortable  night’s,  reft»  On  the  22d, 
his  tumor  had  increafed,  but  was  attended 
with  very  little  pain ; From  this  time,  it  con- 
tinued to  increafe  until  the  26th,  when  it 
became  nearly  as  large  as  before  the  opera- 
tion, attended  with  rednefs  and  other  fymp- 
toms  of  inflammation.  On  the  26th,  I or- 
dered him  two  ounces  of  Glauber’s  falts,  in 
divided  dofes,  and  a poultice  of  bread  and 
water  to  be  applied  to  his  fcrotum.  On  the 
27th,  the  tumor  and  inflammation  began  to 
fubfide  ; and,  in  the  courfe  of  fix  days  more, 
entirely  difappeared,  except  that  the  teflicle 
flill  remained  much  larger  than  its  natural 
lize  ; but  in  a few  days,  it  alfo  began  to  di- 
iiiinifh. 


In 
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In  three  weeks  from  the  operation,  he 
was  completely  freed  from  every  fymptom. 
of  hydrocele  ; the  tefticle  had  nearly  reco- 
vered its  natural  fize  : he  went  about  his 
bulinefs,  to  prepare  his  velfel  for  fea  : and 
fince  that  time  he  has  enjoyed  good  health, 
without  the  leafl  fymptom  of  a return  of 
his  complaint.  I have  alfo  lince  witnelfed 
the  fame  operation  fuccefsfully  performed  by 
Dr  Poftj 


- 
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A Cafe  of  Objlinate  Conjlipailon  of  the  Bowels^ 
cured  by  Calomel.  Communicated  to  Dr  Pear~ 
foUy  by  Dr  David  Hofack,  New  TorL 

Constipation  of  the  bowels  is  a dif- 


ilL  eafe  familiar  to  every  phyiician  ; but 
when  it  has  been  of  long  continuance,  and  at 
iall  removed,  it  is  of  importance  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  means  of  cure  : Every 
cafe  of  this  kind  is  inflrudiive  and  ufeful,  al- 
though it  may  only  ferve  to  confirm  us  in 
principles  already  known. 

Samuel  Denton,  clerk  in  a dry-goods  fiore^ 
aged  twenty,  of  a bilious  habit  of  body,  fent 
for  me  on  the  morning  of  September  28. 
1795.  He  complained  of  great  uneafinefs 
and  griping  in  his  bowels,  attended  with 
flight  chill,  a coldnefs  of  his  extremities,  and 
a fmall  but  regular  pulfe.  Upon  inquiry, 
he  told  me  he  had  been  attacked  in  the 
night ; and  aferibed  his  complaint  to  fome 
honey  he  had  taken  in  the  evening  at  hi$ 


tea  ; 
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tea  ; adding,  that  it  had  frequently  ferved 
him  fo  before,  and  that  he  was  fubjed;  to 
colic  and  coftivenefs  upon  any  irregularity  of 
diet,  or  upon  imprudent  expofure  to  cold. 
He  informed  me,  that  about  five  days  before, 
he  had  had  a flight  attack  of  the  fame  fort, 
brought  on  in  the  fame  way ; and  that, 
fince  that  time,  his  ftools  had  been  much 
more  watery  than  ufual.  F rom  thi  s laft  cir- 
CLimfiance,  I am  difpofed  to  date  his  dileafe 
from  September  23.  the  time  of  the  firit  at- 
tack, feeing  that  his  ftools,  fince  that  time, 
have  not  been  of  their  proper  confifience  ; 
but  left  there  be  any  error  in  the  calcula- 
tion, I fhall  date  it  from  September  28; 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  upon 
which  I firfl  vifited  him,  he  had  taken  an 
ounce  of  caflor-oil,  which  at  two  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  had  not  operated.  Imme- 
diately I fent  him  the  following  mixture,  dU 
reding  him  to  drink  freely  of  thin  chicken- 
broth. 

PulWi  rhei,  3ij. 

Magnef.  alb.  3]. 

Aq.  Menthee,  siij.  M.  Surht.  dimi- 
diamflatim  et  alteram  partem  ter- 
tia  hora  poflea,  fi  opus  fit. 

U4 
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At  four  o’clock,  his  pains  increahng,  I or- 
dered enemas  of  warm  water,  fweet  oil,  and 
inolalTes,  to  be  adminifcered  every  tw''o  hours/ 
until  his  bowels  hiould  be  emptied : they 
v/ere  accordingly  exhibited,  but  without 
any  good  effed.  At  eight  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  I gave  him  ten  grains  of  calomel. 
In  the  night,  his  pain  and  other  fymptoms 
became  fo  violent,  as  to  threaten  inflamma- 
tion of  his  bowels ; his  pulfe,  as  is  common 
in  inflammations  of  this  fort,  w^as  fmall  and 
tenfe.  I immediately  opened  a vein  in  the 
arm,  and  obferving  his  pulfe  to  rife,  I drew 
between  fixteen  and  twenty  ounces  of  blood, 
which  in  a few  minutes  became  covered 
with  a flrong  fizy  coat.  I ordered  a large 
blifler  to  be  applied  to  his  belly ; the  gly- 
llers  to  be  repeated  v/ith  an  addition  of 
Glauber’s  falts,  and  to  be  thrown  up  in  large 
quantities.  On  the  29th,  fymptoms  "of  great 
inflammation  flill  continuing,  I again  bled 
him  very  largely ; gave  him  a fcruple  of 
calomel,  with  one  grain  of  opium  : I order- 
ed the  injections  to  be  repeated  every  hour, 
and  flannels  wrung  out  of  warm  water  to 
be  applied  to  his  belly  every  quarter  of  an 

hour : 
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hour  : All  which  were  done  with  the  molt 
fcrupulous  attention.  In  the  afternoon,  the 
calomel  was  repeated  without  the  opium. 
In  the  evening,  finding  no  profpefl  of  re- 
lief, I thought  it  necelfary  to  have  the  ad- 
vice of  fome  other  phyficians,  when  Profef- 
fors  Bayley  and  Poll  were  called  in. 

It  was  propofed  by  thofe  gentlemen  to 
employ  the  warm-bath,  and  to  take  away  a 
few  more  ounces  of  blood,  which  were  ac- 
cordingly done.  By  thefe  meafures,  the 
inflammation  was  fubdued,  but  without  ef- 
fecting any  difcharge  from  the  bowels : the 
injedions  were  continued  from  time  to  time, 
but  came  away  as  they  were  exhibited, 
v/ithout  the  fmallefl:  feculent  fmell. 

The  calomel  was  repeated  in  dofes  of  ten 
grains  every  fix  hours,  which  fat  well  upon 
his  flomach.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  re- 
mark, that  throughout  the  whole  of  his 
complaint,  his  flomach  was  remarkably  re- 
tentive, compared  with  the  ufual  irritability 
of  the  organ  in  difeafes  of  this  nature ; fq 
much  fo,  that  the  calomel  was  not  rejeded 
in  any  one  inftance.  30th,  The  calomel, 
warm-bath,  and  injedions,  v/ere  continued. 

Without 
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Without  a tedious  detail  of  each  dity^s  pre- 
fcriptions,  fuffice  it  to  obferve,  that  after 
continuing  this  plan  of  treatment  for  feve- 
ral  days  without  benefit,  it  was  thought  ex- 
pedient to  adminifler  other  purgative  me- 
dicines in  addition  to  the  calomel,  and  to 
vary  the  eompofition  of  the  injedlions.  Ac- 
cordingly we  had  recourfe  to  pills  compofed 
of  jalap  and  cream  of  tartar,  of  each  equal 
parts,  which  are  much  efleemed  in  obfti- 
nate  coftivenefs ; but  in  this  inflance  they 
were  exhibited  for  feveral  days  without  any 
apparent  advantage. 

Still  continuing  the  ufe  of  the  calomel  as 
before,  we  next  made  trial  of  the  caftor- 
oil : when  he  had  taken  to  the  quantity  of 
about  a pound  of  this  medicine,  it  became 
oifenfive  to  his  flomach ; and  we  defifted 
from  its  further  ufe. 

As  his  bowels  appeared  to  have  loll  all 
fenfibility  to  the  operation  of  thefe  .medi- 
cines, we  had  recourfe  to  thofe  of  a more 
aclive  nature,  viz.  the  pill  cocciae  and  gam- 
boge, combined  with  jalap  : Thefe  were 
given  in  confiderable  quantities  ; but  they 
Iteated  his  fyftem  to  fucJi  a degree,  that  we 
' thought 
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thought  it  hazardous  to  proceed  further  in 
the  ufe  of  them. 

Soap  being  recommended  by  fome  of  his 
friends  as  an  infallible  remedy  in  complaints 
of  this  fort,  with  the  view  to  their  gratifica*- 
tion,  it  alfo  was  given  in  large  quantities. 

But  none  of  thefe  medicines  appeared,  to 
produce  any  good  effects  with  our  patient. 
The  injedions  were  alfo  varied : inflead  of 
the  warm  water,  fweet  oil,  molaffes,  and 
Glauber’s  falts,  we  made  ufe  of  warm  wa- 
ter, caftor-oil,  and  molaffes,  with  Glauber’s 
falts,  with  a few  fpoonfuls  of  the  infufion 
on  tobacco  : injedions  of  tobacco-fmoke 
were  alfo  tried : And,  laflly,  injedions  of 
ftrong  foap  fuds,  which  in  lefs  violent  cafes 
frequently  afford  relief. 

The  tobacco-fmoke,  and  the  compofition 
containing  the  infufion  of  tobacco,  occafion- 
ed  confiderable  griping,  with  narcotic  effeds, 
and  alfo  greatly  weakened  our  patient,  but 
without  producing  any  evacuation  from  his 
bowels. 

There  are  many  inflances  recorded  of 
the  good  effeds  of  dafliing  cold  water  upon 
the  extremities  in  cafes  of  obftinate  confli- 
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pation  ; but  in  the  prefent  inflaiice,  which 
appeared  to  challenge  the  whole  Materia 
Medica,  this  alio  proved  unfuccefsful.  Thus 
foiled,  we  concluded  to  rely  upon  the  ca- 
lomel, and  to  folicit  its  operation  by  occa- 
iional  mild  glyflerS; 

Such  was  the  plan  of  treatment  from  the 
30th  of  September  until  the  19th  of  O6I0- 
her,  when  he  firfl:  began  to  complain  of  fore- 
nefs  of  his  gums,  attended  with  a rumbling 
of  his  bowels,  and  an  inclination  to  go  to 
ilool  : at  this  time  he  had  taken  480  grains 
of  calomel,  and  of  the  beit  quality,  beiide 
the  medicines  already  related.' 

kVe  now  confidered  the  lituatioii  of  out 
patient  to  be  more  favourable  ; for  I believe 
it  is  a general  remark  among  praflitioners, 
that  when  the  calomel  affeds  the  mouth,  it 
is  attended  with  a correfponding  operation 
upon  the  bowels,  and  fiortly  after  produces 
a difcharge  by  dool. 

Accordingly,  upon  the  morning  of  the  day- 
follov/ing,  viz.  the  20th  of  Odober,  the  22d 
day  of  his  diieafe,  his  injedions  came  aw^ay 
covered  with  foeculent  m.atter ; in  the  even- 
ing, they  w^ere  folloW'ed  with  moderate  dif- 

charges 


MEDICINE,  1796. 


charges  of  fosces,  in  fmall  hard  lumps, 
and  extremely  foetid.  On  the  21ft,  his 
llools  became  frequent,  hut  in  lumps  of 
hard  conliitence  ; and  thus  continued  for 
three  or  four  days. 

We  now  defifted  from  the  ufe  of  the  ca- 
lomel ; ordered  him  the  free  ufe  of  broths 
and  gruels,  which,  throughout  his  difeale, 
had  been  allowed  him  but  in  fmall  quanti- 
ties. In  eight  or  ten  days,  his  bowels  ap- 
peared to  have  recovered  their  natural  date; 
his  drength  returned  ; and  he  paid  a viiit 
to  his  friends  and  relations  in  the  country^ 
who  were  equally  rejoiced  and  adonifned  at 
his  recovery. 
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Hljiory  of  a Cafe  of  Cynanche^  attended  with 
Symptoms  of  a high  Degree  of  Putrefcency, 
where  a favourable  Crifis  fucceeded  a Paro^ 
$:yfm  of  furious  Delirium.  By  Dr  Andrew 
Crichton,  of  Weftmoreland  parijh^  famaica. 

Wednesday,  February  25.  1795,  Mr 
C.  P.  aged  about  thirty-eight,  of  a 
healthy  and  robuft  appearance,  was  yefter- 
day  feized  with  fever,  which  has  continued 
ever  fince,  attended  with  conliderable  in- 
flammation of  the  tonflls,  and  difficult  de- 
glutition. His  pulfe  is  frequent,  but  not 
full  or  hard ; and  he  complains  much  of 
his  head  and  back,  great  third;,  reftleflhefs 
and  uneaflnefs.  He  took  fome  calomel 
and  jalap  in  the  morning,  v.ffiich  has  ope- 
rated feveral  times,  but  not  for  thefe  three 
hours  poll,  (five  o’clock,  P.  M.). 

Capt.  pulv.  Jacob. 

P,  jalap,  a.  gr.  v.  fecunda  quaque 
hora,  donee  fupervenerit  catharfis. 

Thurfday, 
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Thurfday,  26th.  He  only  took  two  of  the 
powders  till  they  operated  ; and  has  been 
uling  an  aftringent  gargle.  During  the 
night,  he  had  a good  many  flools ; but  the 
fever  ftill  continues.  His  other  complaints 
are  much  as  yefterday.  Bibat.  folut.  nitrof. 
et  capt.  fpir.  C.  C.  gt.  xx.  fecunda  quaque 
hora.  At  eleven,  A.  M.  the  fever  went  off ; 
but  he  hill  complained  of  his  head  and  back; 
the  inflammation  of  the  throat  is  much  the 
fame,  attended  with  frequent  hawking  of 
vifcid  phlegm.  The  gargle  was  now  chan- 
ged for  a mixture  of  fait  and  lime-juice^ 
The  fever  kept  off  till  about  fix  in  the  af- 
ternoon ; the  phyfic  operating  all  day  ; in- 
fomuch,  that  he  complains  of  confiderable 
weaknefs  from  it,  and  very  much  of  th^ 
want  of  fleep.  Capt.  laud.  liq.  gt.  xx.  fpt. 
C.  C.  gt.  xl.  h.  s. 

Friday,  27th.  The  fever  continued  du- 
ring the  greatefl  part  of  the  night ; but  is 
now  entirely  off.  The  diarrhsea  is  much 
abated,  but  not  entirely  gone.  lie  thinks 
himfelf  confiderably  eafier,  but  flill  com-  ' 
plains  much  of  his  throat.  He  was  now 
dire(fl;ed  to  take  thirty  grains  nitre,  with 

half 


320 


ANNALS  OF 


half  a grain  tartar  emetic,  every  two  hours; 
to  continue  the  gargle,  and  infpire  the  fleam 
of  hot  vinaigre  frequently,  to  have  the  li- 
niment. volat.  applied  to  his  throat ; and 
if  not  relieved  foon^  to  have  a large  emol- 
lient poultice  applied  in  its  Head : fhould 
the  loofenefs  be  urgent,  to  repeat  the  lau- 
danum and  hartlhorn  at  night;  and  en- 
deavour to  take  a little  light  food  fre- 
quently. 

Monday,  March  2d.  I was  nov/  un- 
der the  neceffity  of  leaving  him ; and  did 
not  get  back  till  this  day,  when  I found 
him  in  a very  alarming  lit  nation  : The  fever 
had  returned  in  the  evening  of  the  27th, 
and  continued  ever  lince  : his  Ikin  had  ac- 
^ quired  a yellow  tlpd;  his  pulfe  was  fre- 
quent, irregular,  and  very  weak ; the  in- 
flammation of  the  throat  of  a much  deeper 
red  ; and  two  or  three  fmall  ulcerations  on 
the  tonlils  ; the  third  very  urgent  ; the 
tongue  furred  and  blackidi ; and  he  com- 
plained of  a burning  pain  in  the  courfe  of 
the  aefophagiis,  when  he  fwallowed  any 
thing  even  of  tlie  milded  nature.  He  had 
no  deep,  nor  could  he  bear  food  of  any  kind. 

He 
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He  had  taken  no  medicine  of  any  kind  from 
the  time  I left  him,  nor  iifcd  the  other  re- 
medies, A very  eminent  pradlitioner  (Dr 
Hugh  James)  had  been  called  in^  and  ar- 
rived at  the  fame  time  with  me,  Ele  was 
now  ordered  to  take  a large  dofe  of  Permian 
bark,  in  a glafs  of  equal  parts  Madeira 
wine  and  Seville  orange-juice,  with  two  tea- 
fpoonfuls  of  brandy.  Cloths  dipped  in  pep- 
per, vinegar,  and  camphorated  fpirit  of  wine, 
ivere  applied  round  the  throat,  and  to  the 
pit  of  the  fcomach.  Should  the  bark  not 
be  retained,  it  was  ordered  to  be  given  in 
giyfters  of  rich  mutton-broth,  with  two  tea- 
fpoonfuls  of  laudanum  in  the  firft.  Non- 
riiliment  w’as  dire  fled  to  be  given  frequent- 
ly ; and  he  v/as  ordered  to  have  thirty  drops 
of  laudanum  at  night,  if  he  had  no  ileep 
previous  to  it.  Should  the  application  to 
the  pit  of  the  ilomach  have  no  efFefl  in 
preventing  the  rejeclion  of  the  bark,  iina- 
pifms  were  direfled ; and  at  lad,  a blider  of 
it,  diould  it  be  requidte.  After  taking  four 
dofes  of  the  bark,  he  vomited  it ; he  had 
taken  twenty  drops  of  laudanum  with  the 
drd.  The  glyders  were  now  had  recoiirfe 
VoL.  I,  X ' to  ; 
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to  ; but,  after  two  had  been  given  and  re- 
tained, the  bark  was  again  tried  by  the 
mouth,  and  ftaid  very  well : however,  we 
perfevered  with  glyfters  likewife. 

Tuefday,  March  3d.  His  pulfe  this 
morning  was  confiderably  better ; and  the 
bark  had  been  retained  both  by  the  mouth 
and  in  glyfters.  He  was  now  ordered  a pill 
cf  Cayenne  extraH  between  every  tv/o  dofes 
of  the  bark ; and  as  the  throat  appeared 
rather  worfe,  to  ufe  the  pepper-gargle  in- 
ftead  of  the  fait  and  lime-juice  : a bath  of 
a decoction  of  bark  was  prepared ; and  he 
was  directed  to  remain  in  it  as  long  as  he 
could  with  eafe  to  himfelf,  every  three  or 
four  hours.  A glyfter  of  Seville  orange - 
juice  was  directed  to  be  thrown  up  between 
every  two  of  the  bark,  and  to  be  ufed  as 
the  vehicle  inftead  of  the  mutton-broth. 
All  his  drink,  which  conlifted  principally 
of  wine  and  water,  was  ordered  to  be  aci- 
dulated. The  glyfters  of  the  bark  with 
Seville  orange-juice,  however,  w^ere  not  re- 
tained. Towards  noon,  a hiccough  came  on, 
which  continued  to  increafe.  The  bark- 
bath  was  highly  grateful  to  him ; and  he 
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i^malned  in  it,  at  one  time,  for  two  hours  to- 
gecher.  He  complained  now  of  a frequent 
inclination  to  void  urine,  which  was  palfed 
in  fmall  quantities,  with  a good  deal  of  un- 
eahnefs,  and  of  a deep  yellow  colour,  and 
very  glutinous.  His  other  fymptoms  leem- 
ed  rather  to  increafe,  particularly  the  yel^ 
low  colour  of  his  Ikin  ; and  his  countenance 
began  to  approach  the  facies  Hippocratica ; 
his  fcools  were  intolerably  fetid. 

Wednefday,  4th.  Glyflers  of  fixed  air 
were  now  had  recourfe  to,  and  w^ere  given 
alternately  with  Seville  orange-juice  alone. 
The  hiccough,  which  had  been  very  trouble- 
fome,  feemed  to  be  a little  while  fcopped  aE 
ter  the  firft  glyller  of  fixed  air,  but  foon  re- 
turned. He  retains  all  his  medicines  and 
food;  but  the  fetor  of  the  ftools  and  the 
yellownefs  increafe,  as  alfo  the  ulcerations 
of  the  throat ; his  pulfe,  however,  does  not 
fink,  though  it  is  ftill  very  feeble  and  irre- 
gular. During  laft  night,  he  was  a little 
delirious,  and  fall  continues  fo.  A quan- 
tity of  Seville  orange -juice  was  added  to 
the  bath ; and  twenty  drops  of  muriatic 
X 2 acid 
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acid  has  been  given  with  each  dofe  of  the 
bark. 

Thurfday,  March  5th.  The  quantity  of 
urine  has  been  much  greater  fince  yefter- 
day ; but  every  other  fymptom,  except  the 
pulfe  alone,  feems  much  more  unfavourable. 
The  bark  was  direded  to  be  given  in  a cold 
infulion  of  fnake-root  and  orange-peel.  A 
faline  draught  has  been  given  every  three 
hours ; and  as  the  glyllers  of  Seville  orange- 
juice  were  not  retained  for  any  length  of 
time,  they  were  left  off  entirely,  and  fixed 
air  injected  in  their  ftead.  The  delirium 
has  been  rather  increafing  all  day ; and  the 
pulfe  began,  about  twelve  o’clock  at  noon, 
to  increafe  gradually  in  firength,  till  to- 
wards night,  when  it  became  very  full  and 
llrong.  The  delirium  now  rofe  to  fury,  and 
the  pulfe  continuing  to  rife  in  proportion,  I 
left  off  all  his  remedies,  and  had  his  head 
lhaved,  and  bathed  it  with  cold  vinegar. 
The  fever  continued  for  three  hours ; but 
afterwards  gradually  fubfided,  and  left  him 
in  a very  exhaufled  and  enfeebled  date.  His 
pulfe,  however,  was  confiderably  mended ; 
did  not  fail  fo  low  as  from  his  appearance 

might 
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fiiight  have  been  expedted,  and  never  after 
had  the  fmallefl  irregularity. 

Friday,  March  6th,  His  bark  and  other 
remedies  were  refumed  this  morning  : the 
delirium  is  not  abated  entirely.  Towards 
afternoon,  he  vomited  the  bark  he  had  been 
taking  during  the  day,  and  feemed  coniider- 
ably  relieved  by  it,  and  afterw^ards  appear- 
ed to  be  much  more  rational  and  compofed. 
The  decodlion  of  bark  was  now  given  al- 
ternately with  a cold  infulion  of  fnake-root. 
He  now  took  nourifhment  with  fome  relifh ; 
and  dept  well  during  the  night,  for  the  firft 
time  fmce  the  commencement  of  his  illnefs. 
The  quantity  of  urine,  during  the  day,  a- 
mounted  to  near  two  gallons,  and  w^as  very 
yellow  and  glutinous. 

Saturday,  March  7th.  Much  better  in 
every  refped: ; the  pulfe  regular  and  drnij 
and  not  quicker  than  natural.  His  decoc-> 
tion,  infudon,  and  bath,  were  dill  continued ; 
but  the  glyfters  were  left  off,  and  nouridi- 
ment  was  given  frequently. 

Sunday,  March  8th.  Continues  to  reco- 
ver. From  this  time  his  ftrength  gradually 
returned.  The  yellownefs  did  not  entirely 
X 3 difappear  ' 
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dilappear  for  near  a month ; and  he  was  a 
good  deal  alicded  withcollivenefs.  He  is  now 
in  as  good  health  as  he  ever  was  in  his  dife. 

The  circumftance  which  might  be  confi- 
dered  as  very  extraordinary  in  the  above 
cafe,  was  that  of  the  violent  temporary  ex- 
citement which  took  place  as  the  crilis  of 
the  complaint,  at  a time  when  the  powers 
of  life  feemed  to  be  ebbing  fo  very  faft, 
and  putrefaclion  feemed  already  to  have  ta- 
ken place.  A more  extraordinary  cafe  was 
related  to  me,  which  made  me  more  atten- 
tive to  the  progrefs  of  the  fymptoms  in  this 
one,  than  otherv/ife  I might  have  been.  A 
gentleman  of  the  parifh  of  Hanover  had  had 
a fever  of  the  fame  kind,  and  was,'  in  con- 
fequence  of  it,  reduced  to  the  mod;  dangerous 
extremity.  Cold  fweats,  hiccough,  and  pro- 
digious tuniefaclion  of  the  belly,  all  feemed 
to  indicate  that  death  vras  near  at  hand. 
Glyders  of  fixed  air  were , had  recourfe  to  ; 
and,  in  the  courfe  of  a few  hours,  from  a 
date  of  the  utmod  debility,  a furious  deli- 
rium came  on,  attended  with  fo  drong 
and  permanent  iymptoms  of  phrenitis, 
that  large  bleeding,  and  other  remedies 
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of  that  nature,  were  employed,  and  with 
the  bed  effeds.  This  I had  from  two  gentle- 
men of  eminence  in  their  profeffion,  and 
whofe  authority  I can  depend  upon.  The 
dory  is  well  known  to  mod  practitioners  in 
this  parifli.  I have  looked  over  all  the  hi- 
dories  of  cures  I could  fall  in  with,  where 
fixed  air  has  been  exhibited ; but  could  ne- 
ver find  a circumdance  in  the  mod  didant 
particular  refembling  the  above,  except  in 
one  related  in  the  Medical  Commentaries, 
but  where  the  difeafe  proved  fatal  at  lad. 


ANNALS  OF 


V. 


Hijiory  of  a Cafe  of  the  Epidemic  Fever  of  fa- 
maica  terminating  fuccefsfully ; in  which  a 
very  large  quantity  of  Mercury  was  employed^ 
without  any  obvious  Operation  during  the  Fe- 
ver* By  Dr  Maclarty,  Phyfician  in  Ja- 
maica. 

N the  9tli  of  January  1795,  C.  M— , 


in  the  twenty -fourth  year  of  his  age, 
was  attacked  with  flight  fever,  the  fymp- 
toms  of  which  were  lefs  fevere  than  ufual : 
by  degrees  the  fever  increafed,  and  the  head- 
ach,  which  at  firfl:  was  hut  inconflderable,  be- 
came extreme.  He  now  alfo  complained  of  a 
pain  in  the  fmall  of  his  back,,  wdth  general 
laflitude;  his  countenance  was  fluflied;  his 
pulfe  quick,  and  not  full  or  tenfe.  In  this  fl- 
tuation,  he  was  evacuated  plentifully,  firfl;  by 
a purging  ptifan,  and  afterwards,  as  the  fe- 
ver ftill  kept  up  wdthout  the  fmalleft  remif- 
fion,  with  James’s  powder  and  calomel,  gr. 
xvi,  of  the  former  to  viij.  of  the  latter,  made 
into  four  pills,  one  of  which  he  took  every 
two  hours.  On  Saturday,  he  had  a flight 
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remiffion,  but  of  Ihort  duration.  The  fever 
and  other  fjmptoms  returned  with  equal 
violence ; the  pills  were  again  repeated,  and 
he  vomited  a good  deal  of  pure  bile.  Du- 
ring the  whole  of  Sunday,  there  was  no 
abatement  of  the  fever  ; he  was  plentifully 
fupplied  with  thin  gruel,  mint-tea,  thin 
fago,  and  the  Ikin  endeavoured  to  be 
kept  open  by  fmall  dofes  of  James’s  pow- 
der, repeated  every  hour.  In  the  courfe  of 
Sunday  night,  there  was  a gradual  remiffion ; 
and  towards  Monday  morning,  a perfedl  in- 
termiffion. 

The  bark  was  immediately  had  recourfe 
to,  and  regularly  given  in  drachm-dofes 
every  hour;  our  patient  was  at  this  time 
cheerful,  and  apparently  in  the  moft  pro- 
mffing  way.  In  the  evening  the  fever  re- 
turned : he  paffed  a refilefs  dihreffing  night ; 
and  on  Tuefday  morning  w^as  in  every  re- 
fpecl  altered  for  the  wmrfe.  The  fever  was 
intenfe ; the  Ikin  hot  and  dry ; laborious 
refpiration,  great  reilleffinefs,  and  con- 
llantly  toffing  his  limbs  and  changing  his 
polition  in  bed : conliderable  delirium  at- 
tended, with  a kind  of  lethargic  flu- 
por,  and  a particular  call  of  countenance 

and 
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iind  glofTy  eye,  which  altogether  exhibited 
the  moil  hopelefs  profpecl.  A bliller  had 
been  applied  the  night  before,  between  the 
ilioulders,  with  a view  to  relieve  the  head- 
ach  ; and  he  had  alfo  taken  fome  campho- 
rated medicines. 

Having  experienced,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
very  extenlive  practice,  the  bed  effect  from 
the  exhibition  of  mercury  in  the  prevailing 
epidemic,  linflantly  adopted  the  determina- 
tion to  try  this  remedy  3 and  accordingly  or- 
dered, at  eight  o’clock  on  Tuefday  morning, 
five  grains  of  calomel,  to  be  given  in  the  form 
of  a pill  every  hour.  At  ten  o’clock,  my  friend 
Dr  — — called  ; and  we  agreed  to  confult 
Dr  — — a phyiician  of  great  eminence 
and  much  experience  : He  was  accordingly 
called  in  ; and  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that 

it  was  all  over  with  my  poor  friend  M . 

For  form’s  fake,  he  told  us  we  might  prefcribe 
a decoction  of  bark  vrith  fnake-root. 

In  this  very  diilreffing  lituation,  I was 
pleafed,  when  I mentioned  to  Dr  — — my 
honefc  fentiments  on  the  only  remedy  I 
conceived  poffible  to  operate  the  fmallell 
change  for  the  better ; he  candidly  faid,  he 
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had  no  experience  of  it;  and  the  only- 
cafe  which  he  had  attended,  with  another 
phyhcian,  treated  on  this  plan,  had  proved 
uilfuccefsfal ; but,  he  added,  this  is  a cafe 
which  warrants  any  trial.  At  this  period 
he  had  taken  three  of  the  pills  prefcribed. 
At  eleven  o’clock,  a friction  of  sij.  of  flrong 
mercurial  ointment  was  carefully  rubbed 
in  on  the  lov/er  extremities ; the  pills  were 
continued  every  hour,  as  nearly  as  circum- 
fiances  would  permit.  At  two  o’clock  the 
friflion  was  repeated,  and  again  at  bed- 
time, on  the  abdomen  and  upper  extremi- 
ties ; fo  that,  by  Wedneiday  morning,  he 
had  taken  105  grains  of  calomel,  and  ufed 
one  ounce  of  the  flrong  mercurial  ointment 
mofl  accurately  rubbed  in.  The  confe- 
quence  of  this  plan  was  mofc  aflonifhing  : 
The  (lupor  and  debility  went  gradually  off ; 
the  ficin  became  foft  and  open ; the  pulfe 
full  and  iefs  frequent.  The  morning  be- 
fore, deglutition  was  with  difficulty  perform- 
ed, and  he  could  now  raife  himfelf  in  bed, 
and  take  his  drink  or  medicine.  As  the 
fever  had  now  entirely  fubfided,  there  was 
only  one  friclion  of  3ij.  ufed  in  the  courfe 
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of  Wednefday,  and  no  pills.  We  thought 
VvC  might  confide  in  the  bark,  which  was 
given  every  hour,  a dram  of  the  povv^der  in 
a wine-glafsfai  of  the  decodion.  Under 
this  treatment,  he  got  rapidly  worfe ; and, 
to  my  grief  and  afloniiliment,  when  I faw 
him  on  Thurfday  morning,  he  appeared  to 
me,  and  to  every  medical  gentleman,  nurfes, 
and  friends,  totally  and  irrecoverably  gone. 
I now  lamented  the  interruption  to  my  ori- 
ginal plan,  and  coaid  not  help  acculing 
inyfeif  as  acceiTory  to  the  fatal  change, 
which  appeared  inevitable. 

I fliould  obferve,  that  the  mercury  pro- 
duced no  feniible  operation,  either  as  af- 
feding  the  mouth  or  bowxls ; on  the  con- 
trary, we  were  obliged  to  procure  evacua- 
tions by  occafional  glyfters. 

To  profit  as  much  as  poilible  by  pafl  er- 
rors, immediate  orders  were  given  to  puili 
the  mercurial  courfe  by  fridion,  and  the 
pills  without  interruption,  till  death,  or  fome 
more  pleahng  change,  fliould  take  place. 
This  was  faithfully  followed  up  under  the 
infpedion  of  his  friends ; and  I am  now  hap- 
py to  have  it  in  my  power  to  fay,  with  the 
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xnofl  wonderful  good  effecls.  He  has  had  no 
return  of  fever  fince  Friday  morning  : and 
lince  that  period  he  has  been  gradually 
gaining  ground. 

He  has  ufed  altogether  270  grains  of  ca- 
lomel, and  twenty  drams^of  the  ung.  mere, 
fort,  without  as  yet  giving  the  fmallefl  taint 
to  the  breath. 

As  I always  conjoin  the  bark  when  niy 
patient’s  Itomach  will  bear  it,  he  has  alfo 
taken  between  three  and  four  dozen  dram-^ 
dofes^  and  a good  deal  of  the  decoclion. 


YI. 


334 


ANNALS  OF 


VL 

Ohfervations  on  the  Epidemic  Fever  of  Jamaica  : 
With  the  Hijiory  of  a Remarkable  Cafe  ter~ 
minating  fatally  ; in  which  a great  ^an- 
tity  of  Mercury  was  employed  without  any 
obvious  Operation^  By  Dr  John  L'odd, 
Fhyftctan  in  Jamaica. 

Among  the  many  interefting  events 
of  the  prefent  times,  none  has  ex- 
cited more  attention  in  the  minds  of  gene- 
ral obfervers,  than  the  epidemic  we  have 
hitherto  denominated  the  Yellow  Fever,  a 
name  given  it  in  the  early  ftage  of  its  ap- 
pearance, and  ftill  retained,  as  dillinguifli- 
ing  it  from  every  other  difeafe.  The  co- 
lour that  has  given  this  appellation,'  does 
not,  in  my  opinion,  proceed  from  an  ab- 
forption  of  bile,  diffufed  over  the  furface  of 
the  body,  as  in  jaundice,  as  neither  the  eye 
nor  urine  are  changed  by  its  appearance  : 
but  the  fkin,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  com- 
plaint, puts  on  a dulky  hue,  indicating  a 
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dilTolution  of  part  of  the  red  globules  of  the 
blood,  and  their  efcape  generally  into  the 
capillaries. 

In  the  detail  of  the  following  cafe,  you 
will  obferve  nearly  all  the  fymptoms  that 
have  ufually  marked  the  different  periods  of 
the  fatal  epidemic. 

Mifs  W , a young  lady  from  Scotland, 

eighteen  years  of  age,  after  redding  about 
nine  months  in  this  country,  in  a healthy 
fituation,  unexpofed  to  any  excefs  of  heat 
or  cold,  or  to  any  particular  circiimflances 
that  could  affe6l  a vigorous  and  found  ha- 
bit of  body,  was,  in  the  morning  of  the  ill 
February  1795,  taken  ill  with  fever.  She 
complained  of  acute  pain  in  the  head,  par- 
ticularly over  the  eyes,  ficknefs  at  ftomach, 
vdth  much  inclination  to  vomit ; the  gene- 
ral heat  great,  countenance  florid,  eyes  wa- 
tery, with  confiderable  reffleffnefs  and  anxie- 
ty ; her  pulfe  beating  about  120  in  a mi- 
nute, full  and  ftroog.  She  took  immediate- 
ly five  grains  of  calomel,  and  a wine-glafs-^ 
full  of  a mixture  of  falts  and  manna  every 
hour  after.  In  the  evening,  I found  a con- 
tinuance of  the  fame  fymptoms,  notwith- 
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{landing  the  medicine  had  operated  eight 
times  copioufly.  She  got  ten  grains  of 
calomel  at  bed-time,  which  continued 
the  operation  through  the  night.  On  the 
morning  of  the  fecond,  the  whole  of  the 
fymptoms  were  nearly  the  fame  : She  w^as 
then  ordered  feme  of  the  abforbent  powder, 
with  a little  jalap,  to  correct  and  carry  off 
a fournefs  which  fhe  complained  of  feeling 
in  the  mouth,  and  of  belching  from  the  Ho- 
mach.  The  medicine  gave  her  feveral  eva- 
cuations ; and,  as  the  pain  of  the  head  con- 
tinued, a bliiler  was  applied  to  the  neck,  to 
mitigate  or  remove  it. 

At  this  time  Ihe  began  to  vomit  every 
thing  that  was  given  her.  A faline  mix- 
ture w^as  ordered  to  be  taken,  with  a pro- 
portion of  lime-juice,  in  the  adl  of  effervef- 
cence,  to  counteradl  the  irritability  of  the 
ftomach.  Thefe  means  appeared  to  have 
fucceeded.  From  the  morning  of  the  third, 
all  her  fymptoms  w’ere  'much  relieved,  a 
flight  pain  of  the  head  excepted.  She  had 
perfpired  freely  through  the  night,  had  flept 
a little,  and  w^as  tranquil  and  compofed 
through  the  wdiole  of  it. 
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It  was  now  thought  prudent  to  begin  im- 
mediately the  adminiftration  of  the  Peru- 
vian bark.  She  took  dofes  of  ^ixty  grains 
by  the  mouth ; and  got  an  injection  every 
two  hours,  in  which  were  120  grains  of  the 
powder : the  retained  about  eight  dofes  of 
the  powder  by  the  mouth;  But  towards 
evening,  an  acceffion  of  all  the  former 
fymptoms  took  place.  As  the  vomiting  was 
the  moil  dillreffing,  a blifler  was  applied  to 
the  ilomach,  with  a view  to  allay  it,  which 
it  did  as  foon  as  its  operation  was  effedlive. 
About  midnight,  fhe  was  attacked  with  -a 
new  and  painful  fymptom,  a violent  hic- 
cough. A fetid  mixture  was  given  to  re- 
lieve it ; and  as  the  heat  and  pulfe  were 
again  moderate,  the  bark-glyflers  were  con- 
tinued. She  began,  about  ten  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon,  to  complain  of  a fevere  burn- 
ing heat,  all  through  the  csfophagus,  as  if 
what  paifed  that  way  fcalded  her:  A blif- 
ter  was  immediately  applied  over  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  gullet : but  as  the  vomiting  of 
every  thing  fire  took  continued  after  this, 
calomel  was  reforted  to,  as  the  only  thing 
from  which  there  any  hope  of  obtaining 
You  1.  , y relief. 
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relief.  All  the  fymptoms  were  now  highly 
aggravated,  with  incelTant  change  of  poli- 
tion,  great  anxiety,  and  conliderable  deli- 
rium. 

She  began  with  five  grains  of  the  calomel 
every  hour,  wafliing  it  down  v/ith  a little 
fago  or  gruel.  The  vomiting  continued  the 
whole  day  and  night,  but  it  did  not  appear 
that  any  of  the  calomel  pills  were  returned. 
On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  matter 
brought  up  changed  its  colour  to  blacknefs, 
refembling  the  grounds  of  coffee,  and  ufually 
diflinguiflied  in  this  difeafe  by  the  name  of 
the  black  vomit.  Four  ounces  of  flrong 
mercurial  ointment  were  rubbed  into  the 
legs  and  thighs  through  the  day,  and  the  ca- 
lomel continued  as  before. 

About  this  time  a.dufky  colour  was  ob- 
ferved  to  difiufe  itfelf  over  the  face,  neck, 
and  bread  ; the  pulfe  returned  to  its  na- 
tural date  ; the  fkin  became  mold  ; and  the 
delirium  and  redledhefs  were  greatly  abated. 
Except  the  circumdance  of  the  continuance 
of  the  vomiting  of  black  matter,  every  thing 
Vvmre  a favourable  appearance.  The  mercu- 
rial fridions  were  renewed  on  the  morning 
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of  the  hxth,  and  the  cdomel  continued  as 
before. 

It  had  been  found  necelfary  on  the  fourth, 
the  fifth,  and  this  day,  to  giye  a laxative 
^lyfier,  to  procure  one  or  two  evacuations 
each  day.  The  foeces  pafied,  nearly  refem- 
bled  the  matter  thrown  up  from  the  fco- 
niach.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  day,  the 
difpofition  to  vomiting  increafed,  the  pulfe 
diminifned  in  force  and  quicknefs,  and  the 
dehrium  was  confiderably  augmented.  The 
dofe  of  the  calomel  was  enlarged  through 
the  night;  the  fridions  were  continued,  and 
wine  given  after  every  dofe  of  the  me  dir 
cine. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th,  profufe  fweats 
took  place  through  every  part  of  the  body. 
The  pulfe  funk  to  a thread-like  vibration ; 
Ihe  became  tranquil,  and  fenfible  of  her  ap- 
proaching death  : The  duficy  hue  became 
more  general  over  the  body,  and  the  belch- 
ings  of  black  matter  from  the  ftomach 
were  frequent ; thus  declining  in  ftrength, 
till  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  when 
fhe  expired,  having  taken  500  grains  of  calo- 
mel, and  ufed  by  fridtion  eight  ounces  of 
Y 2 the 
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the  flrong  mercurial  ointment,  without  any 
of  the  ufual  effedls  of  that  medicine  being 
perceived.  She  had  no  haemorrhage  ; nor 
did  the  hiccough  return  after  the  ufe  of  the 
fetid  mixture ; and  the  complaint  in  the 
gullet  yielded  to  the  effeds  of  the  blifter. 

The  error  committed  in  this  cafe  was  de- 
laying the  exhibition  of  the  calomel  until 
the  ilomach  had  loft  the  power  of  being  in- 
fluenced by  its  adion  : This  arofe  from  the 
reludance  of  the  family  to  the  ufe  of  this- 
remedy,  much  public  difeuflion  having  ta- 
ken place,  and  much  difference  of  opinion 
being  Entertained,  refpeding  the  ufeful- 
nefs  of  this  medicine  in  the  prevailing  epi- 
demic. 

The  obfervation  of  the  firft  importance 
in  this  difeafe,  refpeds  the  affedion  of  the 
ftomach  in  an  unufual  and  peculiar  manner, 
indicating  that  organ  to  be  the  principal 
feat  of  the  complaint;  for  it  is  a fad  a thou- 
faud  times  experienced,  that  calomel  has 
been  given  to  the  amount  of  five  or  fix  hun- 
dreci  grains,  without  difplaying  any  adion 
on  the  ftomach  or  inteftines,  though,  during 
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that  period,  the  ufual  dofe  of  any  purga-^ 
tive  medicine  has  fucceeded  in  its  common 
operation.  It  has  alfo  been  obferved,  in  al- 
mod  every  cafe,  that  where  the  mercurial 
has  affe61ed  the  falivary  glands,  and  pro- 
duced ptyalifm,  the  patient  has  recovered. 
On  every  occahon  where  I have  feen  the 
Peruvian  bark  given,  it  has  invariably  in- 
creafed  the  irritation  of  the  llomach,  the 
heat,  and  the  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe  : and 
when  it  has  been  introduced  into  the  inte- 
ftines  by  injedion,  confiderable  tumefadion 
and  pain  about  the  navel  has  taken  place ; 
and,  in  feme  cafes,  a total  ftoppage  of  the 
urine. 

After  a falivation  has  fucceeded  the  ufe 
of  calomel,  the  Peruvian  bark  is  generally 
given  with  fuccefs,  to  rellore  the  tone  of 
the  llomach,  and  to  redrain  the  difcharge 
from  the  mouth.  The  cold-bath  has  been 
lately  tried  without  fuccefs.  Blood-letting, 
which  excited  fo  'much  difcuffion,  and  had 
fo  many  advocates  in  confequence  of  the 
temporary  abatement  of  the  general  fymp- 
toms,  is  now  very  nearly  abandoned  ; nor 
Y 3 wa,s 


34^ 


ANNALS  OF 


w^s  it  relinquifned  by  its  fupporters,  but  oa. 
the  moll  complete  proofs  of  its  fatal  effeds. 
Indeed,  the  minds  of  medical  men  appear 
now  to  be  made  up  as  to  the  mod  proper 
treatment  of  this  fever ; and  in  mercury 
is  placed  their  dependence. 
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The  Hijlory  of  a Singular  Cafe  of  Diabetes^  fuc* 
cefsfully  treated  by  Dr  Feter  Siiee,  Phyfidan 
at  Kilkenny^ 


Mr  P.  C- — a glazier,  about  fixtf 
years  of  age,  of  a full  habit,  rather 
below  the  middle  ftature,  retired  from  his 
buiinefs,  with  a very  ample  competency,  to 
an  inactive  and  rather  luxurious  mode  of 
living.  In  the  fpring  of  1 794,  he  was  at- 
tended by  an  eminent  phyfician,  for  what 
was  faid  to  be  an  attack  upon  his  liver,  and 
got  well.  In  the  month  of  September  fol- 
lowing, he  was  again  attacked  ; and  -ano- 
ther gentleman  being  called  in,  it  appeared 
that  he  had  got  a diabetes.  In  order  to 
meet  the  difeafe,  the  medicines  ufually  re- 
commended in  fuch  a cafe  were  ordered  : 
bark,  fleel,  elixir  of  vitriol,  and  opium, 
were  ufed  without  any  effed.  His  diforder 
Y 4 increafed ; . 
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iiicreafed  ; and  to  it  was  now  joined  a pa- 
ralytic affedion  of  the  right  lide,  with  vio- 
lent convulfive  fnakings.  Under  thefe  ag- 
gravated circumftances,  recourfe  was  had  to 
the  late  Dr  Butler,  then  ill,  who  ordered 
alum  and  fome  cordial  medicine;  having 
hrft,  like  the  other  gentleman,  formed  and 
declared  a fatal  prognoftic.  At  this  ^period, 
the  gentleman  lirfl  called  w^as  difchdrged  ; 
and  the  treatment  was  continued  by  report 
from  the  apothecary  to  Dr  Butler,  who,  as 
far  as  I could  difcover,  did  very  little  more 
for  him  ; and  foon  after  declined  any  fur- 
ther interference.  In  this  deplorable  litua- 
tion,  abandoned,  and  coniigned  to  certain 
death  by  his  phylician,  Mr  Boyle  his  apo- 
thecary fuggefted,  that  another  phylician 
Ihould  be  called;  and  the  patient  defired 
him  to  call  on  me. 

14th  September  1794,  I firft  faw  him; 
and  defperate  indeed  appeared  to  be  his  11- 
tuation.  Befdes  an  immoderate  difcharge, 
though  hot  involuntary,  of  a pale  urine,  and 
palfy,  convuliions  recurred  every  fix  or  eight 
minutes,  and  affeded  the  wBole  right-iide, 
fo  violently,  that  one  would  imagine  every 
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attack  would  terminate  his  exiftence  ; yet 
his  pulfe  was  good,  foft,  full,  and  undulato- 
ry  ; third  not  immoderate  : he  was  regular 
in  his  body,  took  wine  and  other  nourifh- 
ment ; and,  under  the  defperate  circum- 
ftances  of  his  difeafe,  his  appearance  was 
rather  good. 

That  night  I ordered  a mudc-draught ; 
and  the  next  morning,  except  in  the  colour 
of  the  urine,  which  became  more  natural, 
I found  no  change.  After  having  conlider- 
ed  the  matter  as  attentively  as  pollible, 
finding  that  the  very  powerful  aftringents 
he  had  taken,  inilead  of  checking,  feemed 
to  exafperate  his  diforder,  I determined  to 
continue  my  exertions,  to  obviate  fpafm  and 
convuliion,  and  to  join  mild  tonics.  Hence 
I diredled  the  following. 

1^.  Gumm.  Kino,  sij. 

C amphorae,  3ifs. 

Pulv.  aromatic!,  9j. 

Flor.  zinc,  9fs.  f.  malTa  in  xx  pil. 
divid.  Dentur  ij.  mane  et  no61e. 

With  thefe  v^as  joined  a decoiflion  of  iima- 
rouba,  with  infulion  of  valerian  and  the 
tindure  of  catechu,  to  the  extent  of  an  ounce 
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thrice  a-daj.  For  three  days  I could  per- 
ceive no  change  ; he  took  his  medicines  re- 
gularly ; and  I had  his  fpine  and  arm  well 
rubbed  with  equal  parts  of  tindlure  of  can- 
tharides  and  camphorated  fpirit.  The  fourth 
day,  finding  my  patient  very  little  better  in 
any  refpedl,  I began  to  defpair,  particularly 
as  I found  him  averfe  to  more  medicine  ; 
and  I called  on  his  apothecary,  who  I knew 
had  great  influence  with  him,  to  beg  he 
would  prevail  on  him  to  finifh  his  medi- 
cines. This  he  did  ; and  I had  the  fatis- 
fadion,  in  the  courfe  of  a week,  to  learn, 
that  the  fymptoms  began  to  diminifh,  firft 
the  diabetic,  and  afterwards  the  conviillive  ; 
fb  that,  when  1 called  on  him,  (for  ten 
days  had  elapfed  hiice  I faw  him),  I found 
nothing  remaining  of  his  diforders  but  a lan- 
guor, and  a confiderable  weaknefs  in  the 
wriif  of  the  affebted  arm.  This  was  much 
helped  by  a plafier,  giving  a mechanical 
fupport  to  the  joints  and  tendons  of  the  part; 
A generous  diet  in  a little  time  removed 
every  other  confeqiience  ; and  he  lived 
healthy  and  well  for  nine  months  after, 
taking  his  uiual  exercife,  until  June  laft, 

when 
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when  too  free  an  ufe  of  the  bottle,  of  which 
he  was  fond,  brought  on  a fever,  which,  in 
that  hot  feafon,  foon  put  a period  to  his  ex- 
igence. The  day  before  he  died,  he  had  an 
immoderate  difcharge  of  urine. 

When  the  above  cafe  occurred,  I had  not 
feen  the  Medical  Commentaries  for  laft  year, 
which  notices  a work  of  Dr  Richter,  where 
the  fame  mode  of  treatment  is  recommend- 
ed in  diabetes.  The  book  itfelf  has  not 
fallen  into  my  hands ; nor  do  I find,  that 
the  Dodor  has  adduced  any  cafe  where 
camphor  has  fucceeded.  From  the  fad  I 
have  related,  and  from  another  which  foon 
after  occurred,  I have  little  doubt,  that  cam- 
phor, in  many  inflances,  may  be  a very  ufe- 
ful  remedy  in  that  affedion.  In  the  month 
of  April  iafl,  I was  called  to  Mr  C — — , 
who  had  an  old  white-fwelling  inflamed, 
which  foon  fphacelated  ; and,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  exertions  of  the  late  Dr  Butler  and 
myfelf,  terminated  unhappily.  During  the 
progrefs  of  the  mortification,  and  about  ^ 
week  before  his  death,  the  patient  had  fuch 
a how  of  urine  as  demondrated  diabetes. 

■ ■ I 
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I immediately  joined  camphor  with  the 
other  medicines  he  was  taking ; and  can 
with  truth  fay,  that  upon  its  exhibition,  the 
interval  between  the  difcharges  were  conli- 
derably  protraded,  and  the  difcharges  much 
diminifh-ed. 


VIII. 
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VIII. 

The  Hiflory  of  a Cafe^  terminating  fatally^  from 
fwallowing  a Plumbfione  By  Dr  George 
Borthwick,  Phyfician^  Kilkenny. 

S.  W , a boy  -between  four  and  five 

years  old,  was  brought  to  me  on  the  28th 
Auguft  1795,  apparently  in  a date  of  fuf- 
focation,  from  having  fwallowed  a plumb- 
Hone  about  five  minutes  before.  I imme- 
diately introduced  my  fore-finger  into  the 
pharynx,  as  far  as  it  could  reach,  but  difco- 
vered  no  extraneous  body.  I then  made 
the  child  endeavour  to  fwallow  a mouthful 
of  water,  which  feemed  to  go  down  with 
fome  difficulty,  but  for  a few  moments  af- 
terwards, feemed  to  lefien  the  pain  and  other 
fymptoms  : They  fooii,  however,  returned 
with  equal  violence.  But  after  the  child  had 
at  intervals  fwallowed  five  or  fix  draughts  of 
water,  he  faid  he  found  himfelf  perfecStly 
well,  the  great  pain  in  the  throat,  and 
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llrangulating  appearance  ot^breathing,  being 
altogether  gone  : On  which  he  walked 
home,  about  ten  minutes  after  he  was 
brought  to  me. 

He  that  day  dined  with  a good  appetite ; 
was  free  from  any  fymptom  of  fuffering  du- 
ring the  afternoon ; took  his  fupper  as  ufual ; 
had  a good  night ; and,  in  the  morning, 
was  in  perfed  health,  and  breakfafled  with 
a good  appetite,  having  had  no  return  of 
pain. 

' But  a fudden  change  occurred  in  the 
forenoon  : He  complained  of  violent  pain 
in  the  throat,  about  half  v/ay  between  its 
upper  part  and  the  fternum ; the  mufcles 
of  the  face  became  frequently  convulfed ; 
and  a violent  cough  took  place.  This  pain 
was  not  increafed  on  fwallowing,  nor  did 
there  feem  to  be  any  mechanical  obfiruc- 
tion  in  the  oefophagus ; but  after  every  fit 
of  coughing,  he  complained  much  of  pain ; 
his  refpiration  was  quick  and  laborious ; his 
face  red,  and  fomev/hat  turgid,  attended 
with  profiration  of  ftrength,  and  great  fre- 
quency of  pulfe. 

I thought  it  rather  difficult  to  account  for 

' fuch 


fuch  a fudden  attack  of  thefe  fy mptoms  ; 
yet  I thought  the  molt  reafonabie  conjedure 
was,  that  as  the  Itone  might  have  produced 
much  irritation  in  its  palTage,  the  prefent 
fymptoms  proceeded  from  the  acceliion  of 
inflammation  in  confequeiice  of  this  irrita- 
tion, and  might  be  propagated  from  the  oefo- 
phagus  to  the  trachea.  Under  this  impref- 
iion,  the  patient  was  bled  freely,  both  by 
venefedtion,  and  by  leeches  applied  to  the 
part  affedled.  As  the  cough  v/as  fevere,  a 
blifler  was  laid  on  the  bread,  and  one  on 
the  back.  Gentle  purgatives  were  given^ 
and  the  ftools  regularly  examined. 

During  the  fourth  and  fifth  days,  the 
fymptoms  were  more  moderate,  but  not  re- 
moved ; the  patient  had  a tolerable  appe- 
tite ; and  deglutition  gave  no  pain : but  on 
every  fit  of  coughing,  he  frill  complained  of 
great  pain  in  the  throat ; and  at  this  period 
the  done  had  not  pafied  per  anum.  Drs 
Baker  and  Butler  were  now  called  in,  who 
reckoned  it  improbable,  from  the  hiftory  of 
the  cafe,  that  the  done  remained  in  the  oefo- 
phagus  : on  the  firidlefi;  examination  with 
the  fingers,  externally,  on  the  courfe  of  the 
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trachea  and  oefophagus,  nothing  could  be 
difcovered ; nor  did  preflure  on  any  part  give 
pain. 

As  the  antiphloghlic  plan  had  been  car- 
ried to  a fufficient  length,  it  was  agreed  on 
in  confultation  [to  leflen  the  irritation  by 
the  ufe  of  opiates  at  proper  intervals,'^and  to 
to  keep  the  bowels  moderately  open.  This 
leffened  the  frequency,  though  not  the  vio- 
lence, of  the  cough,  every  fit  of  which  had 
a fuffocating  look,  until  a copious  difeharge 
of  mucus  put  an  end  to  the  paroxyfm. 

The  patient  continued  in  this  way  for  fix 
or  feven  days,  frequently  appearing  cheerful, 
and  having  a good  appetite  for  feveral  hours 
in  the  day;  at  other  times  languid,  and  dif- 
liking  food,  the  pain  in  the  throat,  on  every 
fit  of  coughing,  continuing  as  before.  As 
the  ftone  had  now  been  fwallowed  above 
ten  days,  and  had  not  pafTed  per  anum,  to- 
gether with  the  circumflance  of  the  pain 
in  the  throat  flill  continuing,  we  agreed 
to  introduce  the  probang,  from  a fufpicion 
that  the  flone  might  be  lurking  in  fome  part 
of  the  oefophagus. 

The  probang  was  cautioufly  introduced 
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completely  into  the  flomach ; and  being 
withdrawn,  the  patient  faid,  that  the  pain, 
fo  ccnftantly  felt,  was  now  perfeclly  gone. 
He  foon  went  to  deep,  and  continued  free 
from  cough  for  more  than  twenty  four 
hours,  without  the  ufe  of  the  opiate.  This 
fpeedy  amendment  fucceeding  the  ufe  of 
the  probang,  inclined  us  to  think,  that  the 
appearances  on  the  day  of  the  accident  had 
been  deceitful,  and  that,  till  now,  the  done 
had  been  in  the  oefophagus ; and  as  the 
probang  feemed  to  have  been  fo  eiTedually 
ufed,  we  expedled  that  the  cafe  would  not 
be  attended  with  any  further  trouble  or 
danger. 

In  this  we  "were  much  difappointed ; for 
on  the  fecond  day  after  the  ufe  of  the  pro- 
bang, the  cough  and  laborious  refpiration 
became  as  fevere  as  formerly,  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  the  patient  faid  he  had  no  re- 
turn of  the  pain  formerly  felt  in  the  throat* 
The  expedloration  now  had  a more  uniform 
appearance,  and  was  often  ftreaked  with 
blood.  Vv^e  were  obliged  to  ufe  the  opiates 
as  circumflances  required  : The  patient’s 
appetite  was  in  general  pretty  good  : on 
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fome  days  he  was  cheerful,  and  did  not 
cough  much ; on  others  he  was  languid,  and 
diftrefied  with  coughing.  In  this  Vvay  he 
continued  until  the  3otli  September,  when 
he  died  fuddenly  and  unexpedledly.  Du- 
ring two  days  before  his  death,  he  feemed 
to  be  in  every  refpecl  better ; hept  well 
the  night  before  he  died ; was  cheerful  when 
he  awaked,  and  took  his  breakfaft. 

His  mother,  williing  to  have  the  room  he 
was  in  walked  out,  had  him  carefully 
conveyed  to  her  own  bed  in  an,  adjoin- 
ing room  : As  foon  as  he  was  laid  down,  an 
effort  to  cough  came  on,  which  feemed  to 
meet  with  fome  obllruction  ; on  which,  his 
whole  body  became  convulfed  for  a few  fe- 
conds  ; and,  after  remaining  in  a Hate  of  in- 
fenlibility  for  an  hour,  he  expired. 

On  examining  the  body,  the  plumb-llone 
'was  found  in  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
trachea,  where  it  divides.  The  inner  mem- 
brane of  the  trachea  was  much  inflamed, 
as  were  alfo  the  lungs,  which  adhered  Itrong- 
ly  on  each  fide  to  the  pleura  coflalis.  . 
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We  certify  that  the  hiHory  of  this  cafe,  and 
appearances  on  diifedlion,  are  correflly 
Hated. 

Kilkenny,  1 , f John  Baker,  M.D* 

0^:7. 13. 1795.  5 C En.  Butler,  iM.D, 

REMARKS, 

In  this  cafe  there  was  much  iingiilarity, 
from  the  child's  continuing  well  until  the 
day  after  the  accident.  There  vras  every 
ground  to  believe,  that  the  Hone  had  palled 
V the  oefophagus  foon  after  being  fwallov/ed, 
iince,  during  the  find  day  and  night,  there 
were  no  fymptoms  that  could  induce  any  fu- 
fpicion  of  its  having  taken  a different  road. 

I have  Hated,  that  the  ufe  of  the  probang 
feveral  days  fubfequent  to  the  accident^ 
produced  great  relief  for  twenty  four  hours, 
and  a removal  of  the  pain  in  the  throat,  fo 
conHantly  complained  of.  It  is  probable, 
that  the  probang,  though  in  the  oefophagus, 
changed  the  Htuation  of  the  Hone  in  the 
trachea  to  another  place,  where  for  fome 
time  it  gave  no  irritation ; but  as  foon  as 
Z 2 irritation 
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irritation  was  produced,  the  violent  cough 
returned.  This  is  rendered  probable,  when 
wx  recoiled,  that  in  the  firft  inftance,  the 
child  continued  for  more  than  twenty  four 
hours  free  from  unealinefs,  after  the  ilone 
had  fairly  got  into  the  trachea. 

It  would  feem,  that  previous  to  the  ufe 
of  the  probang,  the  Hone  was  fixed  in  the 
trachea,  about  mid-way  between  the  larynx 
and  the  fiernum,  where  the  pain  was  always 
felt ; and  that  afterwards  it  was  not  fia- 
tionary, unlefs  from  its  own  gravity.  It  is 
probable,  that  when  the  child  was  brought 
to  me,  the  violent  fymptoms  were  owing  to 
the  fione  being  only  in  its  pafiage  through 
the  larynx  or  glottis  ; for  although  I felt  no 
extraneous  fubfiance,  the  introdudion  of 
the  finger  would  mofi  likely  path  down 
the  epiglottis ; and  therefore,  though  the 
fione  might  be  partly  in  the  glottis,  it  could 
not  have  been  difcovered.  The  poffibility 
of  fuch  an  occurrence  fliould  be  kept  in 
view  by  praditioners,  as  there  might  be  a 
chance  of  extrading  the  extraneous  body ; 
or,  fiiould  it  efcape  into  the  trachea,  a know- 
ledge of  this  fad  would  govern  the  prog- 
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holis  and  future  treatment  with  more  pre-> 
cilion. 

Had  it  been  certainly  known,  that  the 
hone  was  in  the  trachea,  it  is  probable,  that 
if  bronchotomy  had  been  performed  on  that 
part  of  the  trachea  where  the  pain  was  felt, 
the  done  might  have  been  extracted,  and 
the  patient  faved.  Although  no  particular 
fpot  ihould  be  pointed  out  by  pain,  yet,  if 
there  is  a certainty  of  an  extraneous  body 
having  got  through  the  larynx,  which  is  not 
likely  to  be  thrown  up  by  coughing,  the 
operation  might  be  warrantable ; and,  by 
proper  forceps,  the  body  might  be  laid  hold 
of  and  extracted,  though  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  opening  made  in  the  trachea. 
Where  any  doubt  may  remain  of  the  ex- 
traneous body  having  got  into  the  trachea, 
a furer  diagnolis  perhaps  could  not  be  found, 
than  the  hiftory  and  diifedion  of  this  cafe 
afford. 
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Tzvo  Cafes^  Jhcwing  that  the  Anterior  Part  of 
the  Brain  may  JuJlain  confiderable  Injury 
without  a fatal  Confequence»>  By  Dr  John 
-Nelfon  Scott,  Phyfician  in  the  IJJe  of  Man^ 
and  Surgeon  to  the  Second  Regiment  of  Royal 
Manx  Pencibles, 


CASE  I. 


Harles  Josse,  by  birth  a Sv/ifs,  aged 


twenty  feven  years,  of  a weakly  con- 
llitution  and  delicate  frame  of  body,  a pri- 
vate foldier  in  the  fecond  regiment  of 
Royal  Manx  Fencibles,  but,  when  the 
accident  happened,  body-fervant  to  our 
Colonel,  Lord  Henry  Murray,  was  riding 
into  the  town  of  Douglas,  along  the 
Quay,  on  the  night  of  the  17th  Decem- 
ber 1795,  when  he  was  caught  by  the  hook 
of  one  of  the  lateral  iron  lamp-fupporters,  ^ 
which,  inftead  of  being  fixed  in  the  wall, 
was  hanging  down  about  two  feet  below  the 
lamp-iron.  The  horfe  providentially  was 
not  going  fall,  when  the  hook  ftruck  his 
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face,  and  fixed  a little  below  the  fuperciliary 
ridge  of  the  right-eye.  He  pulled  up  ihe 
horfe  as  foon  as  he  could  3 but  was  already 
drawn  half  way  back  out  of  the  faddle, 
and  was  almofl  fufpended  by  the  hook.  The 
horfe  now  flood  flill,  and  he  endeavoured 
to  extricate  himfelf,  which,  however,  was 
not  effebled  for  fome  time,  as  he  fcarcely 
knew  what  he  was  about.  After  he  was 
difengaged,  he  took  out  of  the  wound, 
which  was  bleeding  profufely,  what  he 
thought  was  part  of  the  iron-hook,  but  what 
was  certainly  bone.  I looked  at  the  hook 
that  night,  and  found  it  entire,  but  bloody, 
and  with  fmall  particles  of  fleih  and  bone 
adhering  to  it,  from  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  from  the  end.  He  fat  on  horfe- back 
for  about  four  yards  from  the  lamp  ; then 
got  off,  left  his  horfe,  and  walked  alone  to 
my  father’s  houfe,  a diflance  of  about  a 
hundred  and  twenty  yards.  On  his  w.ay 
thither,  he  lofh  much  blood,  as  I plainly 
traced  the  next  morning.  He  was  not  long 
feated  in  the  furgery,  when  fyncope  came 
on,  during  v/hich  flate,  the  haemorrhage 
Ropped,  and  did  not  again  break  out.  He 
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moaned  much,  making  figns  that  his  face 
fliould  not  be  touched. 

When  recovered  a little,  I examined  the 
wound,  which  really  looked  Ihocking ; one 
of  the  fides,  hanging  down  near  the  eye, 
gave  the  appearance  as  if  that  organ  was 
difplaced  and  leaning  on  the  cheek.  The 
wound  was  triangular,  and  feated  imme- 
diately above  the  right-eye,  and  its  centre 
was  over  the  middle  of  the  fuperciliary 
ridge,  which  was  almofl  all  fplintered.  I 
took  away  with  the  forceps  different  pieces 
of  bene,  fo  that  the  ridge  was  entirely  de- 
Ifroyed,  except  a little  at  the  external  angle. 
That  the  dura  and  pia  mater  were  torn,  and 
the  brain  injured,  I concluded,  from  the  eafy 
introduclion  of  a probe-diredlor  through 
the  frontal  finus,  from  perceiving  portions  of 
fubdance  j’efembling  brain  in  and  about  the 
wound,  and  from  the  point  of  the  groove 
of  the  diredlor  being  filled  with  a fubfiance 
allb  refembling  brain.  I was  aware,  in  this 
examination,  of  the  wholefome  advice  given 
by  Farie  and  others,  to  be  cautious  not  to 
nliilake  the  matter  which  is  fecreted  into 
the  frontal  finufes  for  the  fubfiance  of  the 
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brain,  or  a fradlure  of  the  external  table  of 
thefe  linufes  for  one  of  both  laminae.  I 
mult  remark,  that  the  introdudion  of  the  # 
diredor  gave  mod  exquiiite  pain,  and 
brought  on  involuntary  motions  in  the  legs 
and  arms ; infomuch  fo,  in  the  former  mem- 
bers, that  the  Ihop-boy,  who  was  Handing 
on  my  right  with  fponge  and  water,  was  al- 
moft  knocked  down. 

After  all  the  fplinters  were  removed,  I 
joined  the  ragged  edges  of  the  wound  by 
three  ditches,  and  then  covered  it  with  dry 
lint ; over  this,  with  lint  wet  with  tindura 
benzoes  compodta,  and  then  a pledget  of 
cerate.  To  retain  thefe,  I ufed  a filk  pocket- 
handkerchief  very  gently  drawn  together. 

The  patient  was  faint  during  the  dreiiing, 
and  vomited  thrice  : It  was  fom.e  condder-  ^ 
able  time  before  he  could  be  removed  to  an 
inn.  The  pupil  of  the  left-eye  was  alternate- 
ly contraded  and  dilated  ; that  of  the  right 
much  dilated.  The  next  morning,  (i8th), 

I found  the  patient  much  better  than  I had  ^ 
any  reafon  to  exped  ; the  pain  of  the  wound 
was,  and  had  been,  but  trifling,  the  pulfe 
about  ninety  ^ no  heat  ^ tongue  rather 
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. clammy  : He  had  flept  four  hours  this 
morning,  which,  however,  was  attended 
® with  ftartings ; had  vomited  three  or  four 
times  in  the  night,  after  fwallowing  fome 
toad  and  water.  On  railing  the  handker- 
chief, I perceived  the  lint  quite  moilt  with 
a kind  of  ferous  bloody  difcharge,  which, 
by  inlinuating  itfelf  into  the  right-eye,  gave 
much  unealinefs  : This  profufe  difcharge 
was,  I imagine,  partly  from  the  frontal  li- 
nus.  I rem.oved  the  external  lint,  which 
came  away  ealily  ; put  on  frelh ; and  over 
it,  indead  of  a pledget,  linen-cloths  wet  in  a 
watery  folution  of  ceruda  acetata.  Though 
the  pulfe  did  not  indicate  blood-letting, 
yet,  fearful  as  I was  of  indammation,  I 
took  away  from  the  arm  full  fifteen  ounces 
of  blood,  which  was  followed  wfith  deli- 
quium.  I prefcribed  a purge  of  five  grains 
of  calomel,  and  twenty  five  of  jalap ; a 
mixture  with  nitre  ; a w’ater- gruel  diet  ; 
a dark  and  cool  room,  and  quiet  in  every 
refpecd. 

19th.  Has  had  a tolerable  night;  pain  ' 
of  wound  and  difcharge  rather  more  than 
yederday ; pulfe  ninety-three,  and  full ; 

not 
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not  much  heat ; tongue  whitifh ; thirfl  con- 
liderable  : vomited  a little  laft  night.  The 
purgative  operated  briikly ; had  bad  dreams, 
but  no  ftartings,  in  the  night ; pupils  much 
dilated ; vifion  perfedl : on  fitting  up  in 
bed,  he  complained  of  vertigo.  Frelh  lint 
was  applied  to  the  wound  3 nitrous  mixture, 
^c.  continued. 

20th.  No  material  change  from  yefterday. 
Treatment  the  fame. 

2 1 ft.  Pain  not  much  ; pulfe  eighty  five, 
and  pretty  natural;  no  untoward  fymptoms; 
all  the  lint  was  removed  from  the  wound, 
which  looked  tolerably  well,  difcharging  at 
the  fame  time  a well-digefted  pus,  and  ra- 
ther in  large  quantity  ; none  of  the  ftitches 
were  removed ; dry  lint  continued,  with  a 
pledget  of  wax  and  oil,  in  place  of  the 
cloths,  with  the  folution  of  the  acetated 
lead : The  purge,  as  before,  was  repeated 
to-night ; the  quantity  of  nitre  leftened,  as 
naufea  was  complained  of  after  taking  it. 

23d.  Wound  goes  on  well ; purge  ope- 
rated but  mildly : the  patient  was  allowed  a 
fmall  quantity  of  weak  beef-tea  three  times 
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a-day,  but  not  to  fit  up  out  of  bed  : the  ni- 
trous mixture  was  difcontinued. 

24th.  The  patient  to-day,  for  the  firft  time, 
fat  up  out  of  bed  for  about  fix  hours,  when 
finding  a flight  headach  and  vertigo,  he 
returned  into  it.  • On  cutting  out  the  fu- 
tures, I perceived  a piece  of  bone  protru- 
ding at  the  lower  angle  of  the  wound, 
which  was  removed  with  the  difledling  for- 
ceps. Healthy  granulations  are  Ihooting 
out  on  all  parts.  Drefling  and  diet  as  be- 
fore. 

27th.  Patient  in  all  refpeds  recovering; 
fits  up  every  day  for  about  fix  or  feven 
hours,  and  walks  acrofs  his  chamber.  The 
diet  was  this  day  mended^ 

January  3.  1796.  Wound  clofing  fall; 
there  has  been  no  more  exfoliation : the 
patient  was  allowed  to  walk,  with  a man 
at  his  fide,  before  the  doors. 

January  15.  The  wound  is  nearly  healed, 
the  patient  recovering  ftrength ; and  return- 
ed this  day  to  the  fervice  of  Lord  Henry 
Murray. 


CASE 
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CASE  11. 

As  D^aniel  Kewley,  aged  about  forty  five, 
of  Black  Quarter,  in  the  parifh  of  Concon 
in  the  Tfle  of  Man,  was  returning  from  the 
fair  at  Douglas,  on  the  night  of  March  28. 
1796,  he  was  knocked  down  at  the  end  of 
that  towm,  and  robbed.  He  lay  in  this  fi- 
tuation  for  about  an  hour,  when  he  was 
taken  up,  and  conveyed  to  a neighbouring 
ale-houfe,  where  I was  fent  for.  I found 
the  man  in  a perfectly  fenfelefs  date,  part  of 
which  I attributed  to  intoxication.  There, 
was  a clean  wound  of  about  two  inches  and 
half  long,  about  one  full  inch  above  the 
left  faperciliiim,  and  pretty  exactly  parallel 
' with  it.  On  feparating  the  lips  of  the  wound 
I found  the  bone  cleft  quite  through  for 
about  two  inches,  but  not  with  the  lead: 
fplinter,  or  fraflure,  or  fiiTure  running  from 
it;  and  from  the  appearance  and  feel  of  it, 
I was  certain  it  had  been  done  v/ith  an  in- 
firument  like  to  a cutlafs.  I eafily  palTed 
the  little  finger  of  my  right-hand  into  the 
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fcull,  and  found  the  dura  and  pia mater  torn; 
and  in  bringing  back  the  finger,  turned 
out,  on  the  end  of  it,  fomc  of  the  fubftance 
of  the  brain.  I approximated  the  edges  of 
the  wound,  put  in  three  flitches,  and  dreffed 
it  as  defcribed  in  the  firfl  cafe.  The  pa- 
tient, who  had  fcarcely  moved  or  groaned 
before,  feemed  as  if  roufed  by  the  pain  from 
the  futures ; and  afked,  in  a low  tone,  for 
his  watch  and  money,  which  v/hen  we  told 
him  were  gone,  he  moaned  greatly.  He  faid, 
he  had  not  drunken  much,  and  that  it  was 
ale  : he  complaine4  as  if  fomething  was 
tight  about  his  head;  aitdfaid,he  faw  twen- 
ty candles  about  him : he  endeavoured  to 
make  water,  but  could  not ; neither  could 
he  vomit,  though  he  made  many  efforts  to 
that  effedl. 

29th.  This  morning,  two  or  three  foldiers 
were  confined  on  fufpicion ; and  the  end 
of  a fword  was  produced,  which  had  been 
picked  up  early  in  the  morning,  near  the 
place  where  the  deed  was  done  ; and  in 
the  evening,  the  handle  of  a fword,  cor- 
refponding  with  the  other  part,  was  brought 
to  light  by  a ferjeant.  The  fword  was  a 

heavy 


MEDICINE,  1796.  367 

heavy  cut-and-thrufl;  one,  and  about  the  part 
where  it  was  broken,  the  edge  was  much 
notched.  I found  the  patient,  out  of  bed, 
expreffing  a wifh  to  go  home,  (a  diftance 
of  about  three  milesj  ; and  he  had  been 
drinking  fome  ale.  His  eyes  looked  heavy  ; 
an  erylipelatous  fhade  was  over  his  whole 
face  : he  had  vomited  often  that  morning ; 
was  hot  and  reftlefs ; his  pulfe  quick,  fre- 
quent, and  hard ; tongue  vv^hite,  with  much 
thirlt ; made  Vv  ater  freely ; and  complained 
of  much  pain  in  his  head,  particularly  above 
the  eyes ; the  lips  of  the  wound  looked 
flabby,  the  lint  moifc  with  a bloody  ferum. 
I removed  the  dreflings ; and  vrould  have 
applied  dry  lint  with  a faturnine  cataplafm ; 
but  the  patient  w^ould  not  allow  of  the  lat- 
ter, therefore  a pledget  of  wax  and  oil  was 
ufed.  Neither  bleeding,  purging,  nor,  in 
fhort,  any  one  thing,  more  than  dreffing 
the  wound,  vras  fubmitted  to ; partly  from 
the  patient’s  own  inclination,  but  particular- 
ly owing  to  his  wife,  who  oppofed  whatever 
fhe  thought  unneceifary, 

30th.  The  patient  was  prevented  from  go- 
ing home  by  fome  friends ; he  had  flopped 

all 
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all  night  in  a public  houfe,  and  con- 
fefled,  that  laft  night  and  this  morning 
he  had  taken  fome  hot  ale  with-  pepper, 
as  he  faid,  “ to  put  away  the  cold  in  his 
back,  and  the  puking.”  Nothing  was  this 
day  fubmitted  to,  though  he  was  very  fe- 
verilli ; the  head  indeed  was  drelTed,  but 
he  would  not  allow  the  futures  to  be  cut 
out,  the  putting  in  of  v/hich  had  done  more 
harm  than  good ; the  difcharge  was  pro- 
fufe,  and  ill  digefied.  This  evening  the 
man  walked  home. 

3 id.  The  patient  'walked  to  town,  and 
had  his  head  dreded : he  complained  of 
much  pain  * faid,  he  had  not  dept  at  all  in 
the  night,  was  thirdy,  had  no  appetite, 
p'ulfe  about  ninety,  and  hard  ; that  he  had 
taken  no  ale  ; and  that  a little  boiled  bread 
and  milk,  on  which  he  flipped  lad  night,  w^as 
foon  vomited  up.  I in  treated  him  much 
to  day  in  town,  to  be  bled,  Stc.  but  to  no. 
purpofe.  He  had  no  dool  dnce  the  acci- 
dent ; but,  after  much  perfuadoo,  he  took 
two  ounces  of  purging  falts  with  him  to, 
the  country. 

April  I.  He  walked  to  town,  to  get  his 
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head  dreffed  ; was  much  in  the  fame  ftate  as 
yeflerday ; faid,  he  had  taken  the  falts, 
which  had  purged  him ; but,  that  every  hep 
he  went  to-day,  gave  him  pain  in  his  head. 
My  father  examined  the  patient  with  me 
to-day : and  he  perfedtly  coincided  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  injury.  I got  leave,  and 
cut  out  the  ditches.  The  patient  would 
hear  of  nothing  to-day ; but  faid,  that  if 
to-morrow  he  was  not  better,  he  would  be 
bled. 

2d.  Buhnefs  called  me  out  of  town,  fo 
that  I did  not  fee  the  man  to  day  ; he  con- 
fented,  however,  to  lofe  blood,  which  was 
done  by  my  father  ad  deliquium,  and  to 
take  fome  pills  of  calomel  and  jalap ; he 
promifed  alfo  to  refrain  from  ale.  He 
flayed  in  town  to-night,  owning  that  he 
was  not  able  to  walk  home,  “ his  head  was 
fo  hck.” 

3d.  The  patient  was  rather  better  than 
worfe ; had  dill  vomiting  at  times ; w'as 
thirdy,  with  a foul  tongue ; no  appetite ; 
Ikin  rather  hot ; pulfe  about  eighty-four, 
and  full ; belly  loofe ; wound  dabby ; and 
the  edges  of  the  bone  of  a pearly  white ; 
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diic barge  lanious  and  fetid.  I wiilied  him 
to  take  the  faline  mixture,  and  to  lofe  more 
blood  ; both  of  which  he  very  flatly  re- 
fiifed.  Wound  continued  to  be  dreffed  vvitli 
dry  lint,  and  a wax  and  oil  pledget.  He 
remained  in  town  to-night, 

6th.  Finding  himfelf  a little  better,  and 
that  motion  did  not  fo  much  affect  his  head, 
after  getting  it  dreffed,  he  walked  home  to 
the  country  ; the  edges  looked  more  natural, 
a yellow  tint,  which  was  in  the  face,  almofl 
gone;  no  vomiting;  appetite  but  bad^ 
pulfe  feventy-eight,  neither  full  nor  hard. 

8th.  Came  to  town,  and  was  dreffed ; 
wound  looking  rather  better ; pain  of  head 
lefs  ; pulfe  pretty  natural ; appetite  impro- 
ving. From  this  time  till  the  2cth,  I faw 
the  patient  but  tvrice,  when  1 left  the 
ifland  with  my  regiment.  The  man  them 
became  my  father’s  patient ; under  whofc' 
care  he  v/as  for  about  feven  weeks,  occa- 
fionally  vihting  our  houfe,  when  the  ex- 
ternal wound  was  clofed.  But  the  patient 
went  to  his  v/ork  as  a farmer,  foon  after, 
or  about  the  middle  of  May, 
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H'ljlory  of  a Cafe,  hi  which  Singular  Symptonu 
occurred  from  the  fwallowingof  an  Iron  Nml, 
which  remained  in  the  Stomach  for  about  fif- 
teen Months^  By  Dr  Philip  Robarts  Wil- 
fon,  Phyfician  at  Barnet, 

A Girl  in  the  fourth  year  of  her  age,  in 
the  month  of  February  1793,  by  ac- 
cident fwailowed  an  iron  nail,  nearly  two 
inches  in  length.  In  its  palfage,  it  v/oiind- 
ed  the  oefophagus,  which  bled  freely  ; and 
a forenefs  was  felt  there  for  fome  time.  In 
about  a fortnight,  a trilling  cough  fuper- 
vened,  with  third  and  general  fever.  This 
fever  had  remifiions  and  exacerbations ; but 
the  cough  and  third  became  incedant,  with 
occadonal  iicknefs,  and  pain  in  the  domach 
and  bovv'els.  in  the  wdnter,  the  child  be- 
gan to  expectorate  much  phlegm,  particu- 
larly in  the  morning.  This  v/as  invariably 
attended  v»dth  didreffing  pain  in  the  re- ' 
gion  of  the  domach.  Her  appetite,  hotv- 
A a 3 . ever, 
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ever,  during  the  remiffions  of  fever,  was' 
fomewhat  improved  ; and  fhe  gradualiy 
recruited  her  drength  a little.  But  during 
the  fifteen  months  for  which  the  nail  was 
prelent  in  her  fiomach,  her  growth  was  al- 
moft  entirely  fufpended. 

On  the  5th  of  May  1794,  I was  confult- 
ed  refpedling  the  complaints  of  this  child,  on 
the  fuppofition  that  die  had  worms.  Not 
knowing  any  thing  of  the  former  circum- 
dances,  I was  ready  to  afcribe  the  above 
fymptoms  to  the  prefence  of  worms ; and 
1 prefcribed  medicines  with  this  view  of  the 
cafe.  The  child  at  this  time  appeared  to  be 
in  the  lad  dage  of  a decline,  having  regular 
night- fweats  and  heciic-fever. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  at  noon,  the  child 
was  feized  with  retching ; and  after  throw- 
ing up  much  blood  with  Ibme  violence,  the 
nail  came  up  enveloped  in  blood  and  mu- 
cus. It  was  covered  with  a confiderable 
quantity  of  lud,  particularly  about  the  point. 
After  the  expuliion  of  the  nail,  every  bad 
fymptom  gradually  difappeared ; and  the 
child  has  fince  leinained  in  a date  of  perfed 
health. 
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MEDICAL  NEWS 


HE  following  interefting  article  of  me- 


i dical  news  has  not  probably  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  many  of  our  readers;  and 
to  all  of  them  it  will,  we  doubt  not,  appear 
fo  lingular  as  to  deferve  particular  atten- 
tion. If  the  obfervations  made  by  Mr 
Scott  fhall  be  confirmed  by  the  experience 
of  others,  the  nitric  acid  will  afford  a moil 
valuable  remedy  for  combating  difeafes, 
againil  which,  the  remedies  commonly  em- 
ployed are  often  attended  with  fo  much  in- 
convenience. 
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LETTER  TO  SIR  JOSEPH  B^UTKS. 

Bombay y 6th  May  1 796. 

1 ExMBRACE  an  opportunity  of  fending  you 
a fliort  account,  that  I have  juft  publihied, 
of  the  effecls  of  the  nitrous  acid  on  the  hu- 
man body.  As  I have  long  made  ufe  of 
this  adlive  agent,  and  in  a great  variety  of 
cafes,  1 am  periuaded  that  I have  not  been 
deceiving  myfeif.  Another  paper  will  iliort- 
ly  be  publifhed  on  this  fubjecl,  which  I ihall 
alfo  take  the  liberty  of  fending  you.  The 
acid  that  I nov/  employ  for  internal  ufe, 
is  procured  from  a mixture  of  three  parts 
of  alum,  and  one  of  nitre.  I have  no  ob- 
jedtion  to  my  name  being  iifed  on  this  fub- 
jedl ; for  I really  believe,  that  fuch  a reme- 
dy would  be  highly  ufeful  to  mankind,  if 
judicioufly  employed,  efpecially  in  warm  cli- 
mates, where  a tendency  to  animalization 
gives  a particular  charadler  to  all  our  dif- 
eafeSo 

\ am,  &c, 

W.  Scott, 
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ACCOUNT  OF  THE  EFFECTS  OF  THE  NITROUS 

ACID  ON  THE  HUMAN  BODY,  EXTRACTED 

FROM  THE  BOMBAY  COURIER,  APRIL  3O. 

1796. 

The  following  attempt  to  extend  a little 
the  limits  of  the  healing  art,  is  inicribed  as 
a tribute  of  refpecl  to  the  charader  of  Dr 
James  Anderfon,  Phyiician-general  at  Ma- 
dras. 

In  Auguft  1793,  I employed  myfelf  fo¥ 
fome  time  in  making  experiments  on  the 
bile,  a fecretion  that  is  connected  in  a great 
degree  with  many  of  the  difeafes  of  this  coun- 
try. I v/ifned  to  unite  fome  of  the  calces  of 
mercury  with  the  reiinous  matter  of  that 
fluid ; for  I imagined  that  I might  difcover- 
fome  chemical  affinity  between  thofe  fub^ 
fiances,  and  be  able  to  fee  by  what  means, 
this  metal  is  fo  iingularly  qualified  for  re- 
moviiig  obftriidlions  of  the  liver. 

I have  ufed  the  word  ahJlruElhn  to  exprefs  the  chro- 
pic  difeara  of  the  liver,  fo  common  in  this  country. 

A a 4 
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I had  collected,  for  experiment,  a quan- 
tity of  the  refinous  bafe  of  the  bile  of  a 
buffalo,  which  I had  feparated  very  care- 
fully from  its  foda,  and  from  the  lympha- 
tic matter  with  which  it  is  united.  I had 
put  a dram  or  m.ore  of  this  fubflance  into 
a vefiel,  to  which  I added  about  half  of  the 
fame  weight  of  the  red  calx  of  mercury, 
with  ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  water.  On 
heating  the  whole  together,  I was  furprifed 
to  obferve,  that  the  bafe  of  the  bile  became 
remarkably  more  foluble  in  the  v/ater.  I 
cannot  fay  that  I obferved  the  red  colour 
of  the  calx  in  any  great  degree  altered; 
but  it  is  knowui  to  retain  its  brilliancy  with 
different  quantities  of  oxygene"^'.  I filtrated 
this  bitter  folution,  which  depofited  the  bafe 
of  the  bile,  as  the  water  evaporated  in  the 
ordinary  heat  of  the  atmofpliere.  1 1 fliall  at 
another  time  confider  this  fubjedi:  with  a 
little  more  attention. 

M.  Fourcroy  has  obferved,  that  water  dif- 
folves  a fmall  portion  of  the  bafe  of  the 
bile.  In  this  experiment,  a confiderably 

^ See  Experiments  by  Van  Mons  on  the^Red  Oxide  of 
Mercuryo 
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larger  quantity  was  taken  up  than  water 
could  have  diffolved,  which  I attribute  to 
the  oxygenation  of  the  refm  by  the  pure  air 
of  the  calx.  I had  fome  reafon  to  think, 
that  obif  rudlions  of  the  liver  do  often  confifc 
of  a depohtion  of  the  refin  of  the  bile,  which, 
I now  began  to  fuppofe,  might  be  rendered 
foluble  in  the  animal  fluids,  by  the  pure  air 
of  the  mercurial  preparations  that  are  given 
for  the  difeafe.  I have  feen  livers,  on  the 
diflediion  of  the  dead,  of  a pearl  colour,  and 
much  enlarged,  which,  I fufped,  were  com- 
pofed  in  a good  meafure  of  this  refinous  mat- 
ter. I have  even  found  it,  from  accurate 
trials,  in  a conflderable  quantity,  in  the  fub- 
flance  of  a liver  that  was  apparently  with- 
out difeafe.  Is  the  well-known  effecl  of  new 
grafs,  in  diflblving  the  biliary  calculi  of  the 
gall-bladder,  that  cattle  get  in  the  winter- 
time, to  be  accounted  for  from  the  pure  air 
of  green  and  afcefcent  vegetables? 

It  is  acknowledged,  that  all  the  calces  of 
mercury  v/hich  are  ufed  in  medicine,  con- 
tain a quantity  of  pure^  air ; but  I know  of 
no  direcl  experiment  having  been  hitherto 
made,  to  prove  that  the  effed  of  mercury  in 

difeafes 
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difeafes  of  the  liver,  or  in  other  maladies, 
depends  on  this  principle,  and  not  on  the 
metal  itfelf.  The  experiments,  that  1 had 
made  on  the  bafe  of  the  bile,  inclined  me 
to  wilh  to  take  myfelf  a quantity  of  pure 
air,  united  to  fome  fubftance  for  tvhich  it 
has  no  great  attraction.  I reflected  on  the 
different  ways  that  are  employed  by  che- 
mills  to  oxygenate  inanimate  matter ; for  I 
believed,  that  the  fame  chemical  attrac- 
tions would  produce  a fimilar  effect  in  the 
living  body,  although  they  might  be  dif- 
turbed  in  their  operation  by  the  vitality  of 
the  machine,  and  the  variety  of  the  principles 
of  v/hich  it  is  compofed. 

The  nitric  acid,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  was 
one  of  the  fiiil  fubflances  that  occurred  to 
me  as  fit  for  my  purpoie ; for  it  is  knowm 
to  contain  about  four  parts  of  vital  air,  u- 
nited  to  one  of  azote,  with  a certain  pro- 
portion of  water.  Thefe  principles  can  be, 
feparated  from  each  other  by  the  interven- 
tion of  many  other  bodies,  as  chemilis  find 
every  day  in  their  operations.  I vras  led, 
befides,  to  give  a preference  to  the  nitric 
acid,  from  obferving,  that  it  diffolves  very 
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completelj  the  relinous  bafe  of  the  bile,  I 
have  iiiice  found,  that  the  celebrated  M. 
Eourcroy  had  made  the  fame  obfervatioh 
before  me. 

Before  I began  to  take  the  nitric  acid,  I 
confulted  all  the  accounts  of  it,  that  I could 
procure,  with  a view  of  learning  fomething  of 
its  effecis  on  the  human  body.  The  refult  of 
this  inquiry  was  but  little  fatisfaclory ; for 
I only  found  that  it  had  been  given  as  a 
diuretic,  in  very  iniignificant  quantities,  or 
recommended  in  general  terms,  where  the 
mineral  acids  are  fuppofed  to  be  ufeful.  I 
did  not  think  myfelf  warranted  to  admink 
Her  it  to  others  from  fuch  imperfedl  infor- 
mation ; but  I refolved  to  take  it  myfelf ; 
and  I thought  I was  particularly  qualified 
to  determine  its  effeds,  as  I had  reafon,  for 
a long  time  before,  to  complain  of  my  liver. 

In  September  1793,  I began  to  take  the 
nitric  acid.  I mixed  about  a dram  of  the 
ftrongeft  that  1 could  procure,  with  a fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  water ; and  I was  happy 
to  find,  that  I could  finiili  that  quantity  in 
the  courfe  of  a few  hours,  without  any 
difagreeable  effeds  from  it.  The  following 

js 


ANNALS  OF 


3Sd 

is  the  journal  that  I kept  of  myfelf  at  the 
time. 

iith  September,  ill  day.  Took  at  dif- 
ferent times  about  a dram  of  drong  nitiic 
acid,  diluted  with  water.  Soon  after  drink- 
ing it,  1 feel  a fenfe  of  a warmth  in  my  ftomach 
and  cheft ; but  I find  no  difagreeable  fenfa- 
tion  from  it,  nor  any  other  material  effedl. 

2d.  i have  taken  to-day  a confiderablc 
quantity  of  acid,  diluted  with  water,  as 
much  as  I could  eafily  drink  during  the 
foienoon. 

3d.  I have  continued  the  acid.  I feel 
my  gums  affeded  from  it,  and  they  arc 
fomewhat  red,  and  enlarged  between  the 
teeth.  1 flept  ill ; but  could  lie  for  a length 
of  time  on  my  left  fide,  which,  from  fome 
difeafe  in  my  liver,  had  not  been  the  cafe 
for  many  months  before.  I perceive  a pain 
in  the  back  of  my  head,  refembling  what 
I have  commonly  felt  when  taking  mer- 
cury. 

4th.  My  gums  are  a little  tender.  I 
continue  the  acid  as  before.  I ftill  find  a 
pain  in  my  head,  and  about  my  jaws,  like 

what 
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wbat  arifes  froiii  mercury.  I perceive  no 
fymptoms  of  my  liver-complaint. 

5th.  I have  taken  the  acid ; and  always 
feel  an  agreeable  fenfe  of  heat  after  drink- 
ing it.  I fpit  more  than  iifual. 

6th.  I continue  the  acid.  I obferve  my 
mouth  forer  to-day,  and  fpit  more. 

7 th.  I think  I am  now  fufficiently  oxy- 
genated. I feel  my  mouth  fo  troublefome, 
that  I fliall  take  no  more  acid. 

From  this  time  my  mouth  got  gradually 
well,  and  I found  my  health  conlideiably 
improved. 

I now  began  to  fuppofe,  that  I had  dif- 
covered  a remedy  for  that  chronic  diieafe  of 
the  liver,  which  is  fo  much  more  common 
here  than  the  acute  hepatitis.  I thought 
that  it  might  in  fome  refped;  be  preferable 
to  mercury,  as  it  did  not  appear  to  produce 
the  inconveniences  that  arife  from  the  ufe 
of  that  metal.  I have  given  it  fince  to  a 
number  of  people,  who  had  taken  mercury 
for  hepatic  obftrudions,  without  being  ef- 
fedually  cured  ; and  I have  found  it  in  ma- 
ny cafes  produce  the  moll  agreeable  confe- 
queaces.  If  it  were  proper  on  this  occa- 
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Hon  to  be  more  particular  in  detailing  the 
cafes  in  which  1 have  adminihered  this  re- 
medy, I believe  I could  make  it  very  pro- 
bable that  I have  not  been  deceiving  my- 
fell.  In  the  acute  hepatitis,  I have  hardly 
employed  it;  for  where  the  life  of  a per- 
fon  is  in  immediate  danger,  I have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  make  ufe  of  remedies  that 
are  eflablifired* 

I have,  with  the  bed  eiTecf,  oxygenated 
feveral  people  with  the  nitric  acid,  tvho 
were  much  reduced  by  tedious  intermit- 
teiits.  That  kind  of  fever  is  often  con- 
nected with  a difeafed  liver  or  fpleen.  In 
confequence,  I think,  of  this  remedy,  I 
have  feen  them  recover  their  natural  co- 
lour from  a leaden  or  bilious  hue,  and  re- 
gain their  ilrength  from  a long  continued 
weaknefs.  I believe,  if  given  in  a fufll- 
cient  quantity,  it  would  be  very  ufeful  in 
the  fever  cf  this  country,  which  has  been 
called  bilious,  or  nervous,  or  putrid,  and 
ibr  which  mercury  appears  to  be  a fpe- 
cific. 

I have  met  with  two  indances  only  in 
this  country  of  diabetes.  They  v/ere  both 
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natives,  and  in  the  decline  of  life.  I cured 
them  both  by  mercury,  after  many  other 
remedies  had  been  tried.  One  of  thefe  men 
had  a relapfe  of  his  difeafe,  which  I re- 
moved a fecond  time  with  the"  nitric  acid. 
I thought  this  a fatisfablory  coiTefpondence 
in  the  effecls  of  the  two  remedies.  May 
they  not  both  be  ideful  in  that  difeafe  ? 

The  great  refemblance  that  I perceived 
in  myfeif,  between  the  effecls  of  mercury 
and  of  the  nitric  acid,  made  me  anxious  to 
know  if  the  acid  would  remove  the  va- 
rious fymptcms  of  fyphilis.  In  Septem- 
ber 1793,  it  was  adminiiiered,  at  my  de- 
hre,  by  my  friend  Mr  Anderfon,  fuigeon 
of  the  77th  regiment,  to  a perfon  who  had 
a headach  that  came  on  every  night,  and 
which  had  long  been  fu.fpeded  to  arife 
from  lues.  lie  had  taken  feveral  courfes 
ef  mercury  on  this  account,  which  carried 
away  all  the  uneafy  fymptcms ; but  they  as 
conilantly  returned  after  a certain  period. 
On  uhng  the  acid  for  about  a fortnight,  he 
got  perfectly  free  from  his  headach,  and 
he  remained'  very  well  for  a few  months, 
as  was  ufual  to  him  after  mercuiy. 

I have 
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I have  now  had  a pretty  extenfive  expe- 
rience of  the  good  effedts  of  tHe  nitric  acid 
in  fy philis  ; and  I have  reafon  to  believe, 
that  it  is  not  in  general  lefs  effectual  than 
mercury  in  removing  that  difeafe  in  all  its 
forms,  and  in  every  Itage  of  its  continuance. 
I think  that  in  fome  cafes  it  has  even  fu- 
pcrior  powers ; fcr  I have  fucceeded  com- 
pletely with  the  acid,  when  mercury,  ad- 
miniitered  both  in  this  country  and  in  Eu- 
rope for  years  together,  had  failed  of  fuc- 
cefs.  We  appear  to  be  able  to  carry  the 
degree  of  oxygenation  of  the  body  to  a 
greater  length  by  means  of  the  nitric  acid, 
and  to  continue  it  longer  than  we  can  do 
by  mercury. 

A mafs  of  mercury,  in  the  circulation, 
produces  many  difagreeable  effeds,  that 
make  it  often biecefTary  to  give  over  its  ufe 
before  it  has  anfwered  its  intention  : but 
the  nitric  acid  may  be  taken  a long  time 
without  any  material  injury  to  the  health ; 
nor  are  its  eifeds  on  the  mouth,  in  pro- 
ducing innamihation,  and  a flow  of  faliva, 
fo  difagreeable  as  from  mercury. 

A man  could  hardly  offer  to  his  fpecics  a 
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greater  bleffing  than  a new  remedy  agaiiill 
any  of  the  hoft  of  difeafes  that  affail  us : 
but  the  reputation  of  fpecifics,  with  the  ex-> 
ception  of  a few  inftances,  has  arifeii  only 
from  the  weaknefs  of  the  human  mind. 
Am  I too  deceiving  myfelf,  and  attempting 
to  lead  others  into  error  ? 

As  the  acid  that  I diftil  is  not  llrong,  and 
is  of  unequal  flrength  at  different  times,  I 
am  regulated  chiefly  by  the  tafle  in  giving 
it.  I put  half  or  three  fourths  of  a Madeira 
giafsfui  of  it  in  tvro  pints  of  water,  or  I 
make  two  pints  of  water  as  acid  as  it  can 
well  be  drunk.  This  quantity  is  finiilied 
every  twenty  four  hours,  taking  about  a 
Madeira  giafsfui  only  at  a time. 

I have  fometimes  removed  fypliylitic 
fymptoms  v/ith  the  acid  in  five  days ; more 
commonly,  I think,  they  give  way  in  a 
fortnight;  but  fometimes,  though  feldom, 
they  continue  for  twenty  days  without  any 
apparent  relief.  I mull  confefs,  that  in 
fome  cafes  I have  failed  altogether  ; but  in 
tliofe  cafes,  mercury  had  long  been  given 
to  little  purpofe  ; the  bones  were  highly  diC 
eafed,  and  the  habit  probably  of 'a  peculiar 
VoL.  I B b kind. 
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kind.  I have  cured  fyphilis  with  the  acid, 
under  a variety  of  forms,  where  no  other 
remedy  had  ever  been  employed,  and  for 
above  two  years  I have  feen  no  relapfe  in 
thofe  cafes.  1 have  adminiftered  it  againll 
the  primary  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  and 
2 have  given  it  for  exoftofes,  for  carious 
bones,  for  nodurnal  pains,  for  eruptions 
and  ulcers  of  the  flcin,  and  for  all  the  train 
of  mifeiy  that  is  attendant  on  lues.  I have 
the  pleafure  to  fee,  that  feveral  of  my  friends 
have  begun  to  ufe  the  nitric  acid  in  fyphilis, 
and  in  other  difeafes.  An  account  of  their 
experience,  which  every  body  will  efteem 
the  moll  refpeclable  authority,  will  make 
the  fubjedl  of  a future  paper. 

I hope  this  flight  account  will  induce  me- 
dical praditioners  to  try  the  effecl  of  the 
nitric  acid  in  fyphilis,  a difeafe  which,  in 
this  climate,  is  fo  frequently  the  difgrace 
of  their  art.  Too  often  the  miferable 
wretch  is  but  worn  down  fooner  by  the  very 
remedies  that  are  called  in  for  his  relief. 

Quaefitaeque  nocent  artes  ; cefiere  magiftri, 

Phyllirides  Chiron,  Amythaoniufque  Melampus. 

ViRG.  GeOP.G.  III. 

Mr 
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^ ^ ^ ^ 

Mr  John  Kennedy,  Surgeon  to  the  third 
battalion  of  native  infantry,  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Honourable  EafI:  India  Company,  at 
Bengal,  in  a letter  to  Dr  Duncan,  dated  at 
Chunar  Gurr,  the  25th  of  April  1795,  gives 
the  following  account  of  a febrifuge-bark, 
which  he  has  lately  employed. 

On  my  return  to  Bengal,  after  the  lad 
Myfore  war,  I accidentally  fell  in  with  Dr 
Roxburgh  at  Samulcottah.  From  him  I ob- 
tained a large  quantity  of  the  febrifuge- 
bark,  v/hich  he  has  difcovered  in  the  hilly 
parts  of  the  Carnatic.  I ufed  it  with  much 
fuccefs  in  a great  number  of  cafes ; and  be- 
ing far  diftant  from  the  fource  of  fupply,  I 
was  induced  to  com.mence  a fet  of  experi- 
ments on  the  bark  of  the  toon-tree ; and  I 
found,  from  comparifon,  that  it  polTelTed 
qualities  approximating  to  Dr  Roxburgh’s 
bark,  although  the  bitter  was  not  fo  power- 
ful. I have  ufed  it  in  common  for  thefe 
lad  twenty  months,  both  in  the  form  of  pow- 
B b 2 der, 
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der,  and  of  extraCl  in  their  (itnple  date,  and 
likev\]fe  of  extract  combined  with  the  bit- 
ter nut.  From  ail  thefe  diiferent  forms,  I 
have  found  gieat  advantage  in  the  cure  of 
fevers,  and  of  diiferent  kinds  of  ulcers, 
whether  venereal  or  of  the  limple  vitiated 
kind.  To  foul  ulcers,  where  the  fetor  was 
intolerable,  and  where  the  difcharge  was  of 
a fames  nature,  a little  of  the  powder 
fprinkied  on  the  parts,  and  drelTings  applied 
of  w^ax,  oil,  and  the  powder  mixed,  in  a 
feVv7  days  made  them  put  on  a very  differ- 
ent afped.  Fine  healthy  granulations,  and 
a well-digefled  pus,  was  the  refult  of  all  the 
trials  I have  yet  made. 

I ufe  the  extrad  under  the  form  of  pills, 
commonly  joined  with  Khutt  Kullegie  nut, 
a very  pure  and  elegant  bitter.  One  ounce 
of  this  extrad,  and  two  drams  of  the  nut, 
I have  divided  into  120  pills,  and  I have 
found  this  formula  very  ready  and  portable 
for  giving  a full  dofe  of  the  medicine.  I 
feldom  exceed  nine  pills  in  the  day,  that  is, 
three  every  fourth  hour.  In  fome  bftinate 
cafes,  however,  1 have  given  a dozen.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  fending  you  fomc 
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pounds  of  the  baik,  and  two  pots  of  the 
extracl.  And  i have  alfo  feiit  along  with 
it  a bag  of  the  nut  Khutt  Kuilegie,  or  Ku- 
ring,  the  country  name.  The  outer  cruft 
is  rough  and  prickly,  and  I have  taken  it 
oft’.  1 hope  they  may  reach  you  in  good 
piefervation.  1 fubjoin  a letter  which  I 
received  fome  time  ago  from  Dr  Roxburgh, 
who  is  now  fettled  at  the  Eotanical  garden, 
Calcutta. 

Deapv  Sir, 

I have  received  yours  of  the  ift  inftant, 
with  fome  of  the  powdered  bark,  and  extract 
of  the  toon-tree.  Your  obfervations  there- 
on gave  me  much  fatisfadlion,  for  the  follow- 
ing reafons. 

On  my  arrival  in  Bengal,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  laft  year,  for  the  ftrft  time,  1 found  the 
toon-tree.  There  are  many  of  them  in  the 
Botanic  garden.  On  obferving  that  it  was 
a non-defcript,  and  a new  fpecies  of  the  ge- 
nus Swietenia,  (of  which  genus  the  tree, 
which  produces  the  bark  you  got  from  me 
at  Samulcottah,  is  another  new  fpecies),  I 
was  induced  to  make  fome  few  experiments 
B b 3 on 
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on  its  bark ; and  I found  it  was  poiTefled  of 
fenfible  qualities  nearly  equal  to  mine.  In- 
deed, it  poflelTes  rather  more  aitringency,  but 
lefs  bitternefs  : It  may  therefore,  as  you  ob- 
ferve,  be  improved  by  the  addition  of  a 
fm.all  portion  of  the  Khut-Kullegie,  which 
I believe  is  a very  pure  bitter. 

From  what  I have  faid,  you  will  obferve, 
that  the  toon,  and  the  tree  which  produces 
my  febrifuge-bark,  are  not  the  fame,  but 
different  fpecies  of  the  fame  genus.  I in- 
clofe  you  fome  of  my  bark,  Sweitenia  fe« 
brifuga,  the  better  to  enable  you  to  go  on 
with  your  experiments,  the  refult  of  which 
I will  thank  you  to  make  me  acquainted 
with.  My  experiments  on  the  bark  of  the 
Swietenia  febrifuga  will  very  likely  be  pu- 
bliihed  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Aliatic 
Refearches,  which  is  now  in  the  prefs.  If 
you  will  give  me  leave,  I will  add  a copy  of 
your  letter  to  a few  fhort  obfervations  on 
the  toon-bark  ; or  probably  you  will  wifli 
to  fay  fomething  more  upon  the  fubjed. 

Calcutta,  loih  Auguft  1794. 

(Signed)  W.  Roxburgh. 
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I need  not  add,  that  it  will  afford  me- 
miich  fatisfadion  to  hear,  that  the  toon- 
tree-bark,  upon  trial  in  Europe,  may  coiTe- 
fpoPxd  with  the  account  I have  given  of  its 
medical  virtues. 

(Signed)  J.  Kennedy. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

We  are  happy  to  find,  that  confiderable 
progrefs  has  been  made  in  the  pneumatic 
infiitution  projeded  by  Dr  Beddoes  at  Bri- 
ftol.  Several  hundred  pounds  more  have 
lately  been  fubfcribed ; and  we  are  inform* 
ed,  on  good  authority,  that  the  propofer  has 
now  little  doubt  but  that  it  will  foon  be 
fet  on  foot  in  a proper  way.  Still,  how- 
ever, frefii  contributions  are  defirable,  as  it 
would  be  much  to  be  lamented,  if  an  at- 
tempt to  folve  the  problem  of  the  ad? on 
of  differently  modified  atmofpheres  on  the 
human  body,  in  different  morbid  conditions, 
fiiould  be  left  imperfed  for  want  of  an  in- 
confiderable  fum  of  money. 

Dr  Beddoes,  we  are  told,  foon  intends  to 
circulate  the  outlines  of  a plan  for  the  exe- 
B b 4 ciition 
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cution  of  this  dehgn.  In  that  paper,  lie  will 
folicit  the  faggefiions  of  medical  and  phi- 
iofophical  men,  in  order  that,  by  a compa- 
lifon  of  ideas,  he  may  be  enabled  to  difpcfe 
of  the  contributions  to  the  greateft  advan- 
tage, for  promoting  the  knowledge  of  phy^ 
liology  and  pathology. 

, ^ ^ 

Dr  Withering  of  Birmingham,  in  a let- 
tet  to  Dr  Duncan,  has  the  following  obfer- 
vations  with  refped:  to  pneumatic  medicine. 
“ With  us,  pneumatic  medicine  is  advan- 
cing; and  I think  enough  has  been  done  to 
authorife  me  to  fay,  that  a cure  of  confump- 
tion  is  yet  to  be  fought  for.  Kydrocarbo- 
nate  and  oxygene  are  the  two  airs  that  have 
modly  been  ufed ; and  thefe  fliould  be  di- 
luted with  eighteen  or  twenty  times  their 
bulk  of  atmofpheric  air.  The  former 
weakens  the  Broke  of  the  pulfe,  occalions 
vertigo,  and  fometimes  excites  naufea.  It 
produces  a difpoiition  to  fleep,  abates  the 
cough,  and  eafes  the  refpiration  in  fome 
afthmatic  affedlions ; but  in  adive  hemop- 
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toe,  it  efFed;s  a care  more  fpeedily,  and  more 
pleafantlj,  than  I have  feen  done  by  any 
ether  means.  Oxygene,  on  the  contrary, 
excites  the  adlion  of  the  arterial  fyftem, 
warms  the  extremities,  and  feems  to  envi- 
gorate  the  vital  principle  without  exhauft- 
ing  it.  From  thefe  laft  circumltances,  you 
will  at  once  conceive  it  applicable  to  a very 
extenlive  clafs  of  difeafes.  I have  lately 
ufed  it  with  advantage  in  two  cafes  of  me- 
lancholy ; and  I have  feen  it  remove  the  pa- 
ralyfis  of  lead,  which  had  been  treated  to 
little  purpofe,  by  the  other  more  ufual 
means.” 

^ ^ 

Dr  Francis  Rigby  Brodbelt,  of  Jamai- 
ca, in  a letter  to  Dr  Duncan,  gives  him  the 
following  account  of  fome  obfervations  and 
experiments  which  he  has  made  on  the  gas 
contained  in  the  air-bladder  of  the  fword- 
filh. 


“ I will  relate  to  you  a few  experiments 
which  I made  during  my  palTage  to  this 
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illand.  I had  often  wiflied  to  determine 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  gas  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  air-bladder  of  filh ; and  I was 
perhaps  prevented  from  finding  it  out,  bj 
hearing  Dr  Monro,  in  his  lectures,  fay,  it  wag 
natural  to  fuppofe  it  fixed  air.  However, 
although  this  authority  prevented  me  from 
putting  it  to  the  tell  of  experiment  for  fome 
time,  yet  one  day,  on  our  voyage,  having 
caught  a very  large  fword-filh,  I colledled 
the  contents  of  all  the  air-bladders,  for  in 
that  fifli  the  bladder  appeared  divided  into 
innumerable  cells,  which  had  no  communi- 
cation with  each  other.  They  afforded  fo 
much  air,  that  I collected  a quart-bottleful. 
My  furprife  was  great  to  find  that  the  gas 
contained  was  oxygene.  A flame  v/as 
brightened,  an  ignited  flick  was  made  to 
rekindle ; and  it  was  fo  flrong  and  pure, 
that  the  common  experiment  of  a pieces  of 
fleel-wire,  heated  and  put  into  it,  fucceeded 
well,  and  threw  out  a rnofl  vivid  light  when 
melting.  I have  committed  to  writing  my 
thoughts  on  this  fubjecfl,  at  greater  length  ; 
and  1 v/ifli  to  infer,  that  this  pure  air  is  to 

ferve 


MEDICINE,  1796.  395 

ferve  the  purpofes  of  life,  when  the  animal 
is  far  below  the  furface  of  the  water.” 

^ 

Mr  George  Kellie,  furgeon  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fhip  the  Iris,  in  a letter  to  his  father, 
Mr  Kellie  furgeon  in  Leith,  has  communi- 
cated to  him  the  following  obfervations  on 
the  anatomy  of  the  iliark. 

The  ufes  of  comparative  anatomy  are  fo 
univerfally  allowed,  that  I diall  make  no 
apology  to  you  for  having  dedicated  fome 
time  to  dilTedions  of  this  kind,  when  fubjecls 
offered,  or  for  troubling  you  with  the  detail 
of  the  appearances  I obferved  in  the  fhark, 
the  primae  vi^  of  which  I judge  to  be  both 
lingular  and  unknown.  Previous,  however, 
to  entering  on  this  defcriptioUj  it  will  be  iie- 
celfary  to  remark,  that  whenever  I have 
occalion  to  mention  the  dimeniions  of  any 
particular  part,  I take  the  defcription  from 
one  three  feet  and  a half  in  length. 

The  domach  differs  little  in  general  from 
that  of  other  filhes ; it  is  capacious,  ffrong, 

and 


ANNALS  OF 


396 

and  inufcular,  and  internally  lined  with  a 
fnie  villous  coat.  Its  lower  end  is  gradually 
produced  into  a form  fomewhat  lefembling 
the  head  of  an  alembic ; while  the  duode- 
num, or  fmall-gut,  forms  its  retorted  neck, 
or  rather  refembles  the  figure  and  the 
proportion  of  the.  dudtus  cyfticus  to  the 
gall-bladder.  The  pylorus,  or  opening  of 
the  ilomach  into  the  fmall  gut,  is  external- 
ly fmall,  ealily  admitting  a common  probe, 
but  with  difficulty  a catheter.  It  is  not 
formed  with  any  valve,  doubling,  or  fphlne- 
ter ; its  minutenefs  indeed  feems  to  ren- 
der any  mechanifm  of  that  kind  unnecef- 
fary.  Near  it  v/e  obferve  a number  of  blind 
lacunae,  in  which,  as  well  as  in  the  pylorus 
itfelf,  I have  always  found  a number  of  fmall 
white  worms,  refembling  threads.  The  di- 
vifiun  of  the  inteftinal  canal  into  various 
portions,  arbitrarily  alfumed  in  perhaps  all 
other  animals,  is  determined  by  nature  in 
the  ffiark.  For,  when  viewed  in  fitu,  the 
ftomach  and  great  gut  appear  as  two  large 
receptacles  connedled  by  a ilender  tubulated 
gut. 

The  fmall  intefline  is  about  eight  inches 

in 
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in  length,  and  only  the  third  part  of  an  inch 
in  diameter.  Its  texture  is  fo  firm  and  ela- 
die,  and  its  coats  fo  thick  and  tendinous, 
that,  when  laid  hold  of,  it  feels  like  a fjlid 
cord,  or  tendinous  rope.  The  capacity  of 
the  gut,  throughout  its  whole  length,  is  fa 
fmall,  that  a common  catheter  completely 
fills  it ; nor  could  it  admit  an  inftrument  of 
a larger  fize.  From  the  great  ftrength, 
thicknefs,  and  elafcicity  of  its  coats, , wheit 
tranfverfely  cut,  the  pafTage  preferved  its 
circular  appearance  ; and  its  traniverfe  dia- 
meter meafured  al  out  three  tenths  of  an 
inch.  When  laid  open  longitudinally  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  each  longitudinal  lec- 
tion preferved  its  half  cavity  entire.  The 
internal  coat  is  uniform  and  fniooth,  without 
the  leafl  appearance  of  duplicature  or  valve. 
The  fmall  inteiline  proceeds  from  the  do- 
raach  downwards,  without  any  convolution, 
and  is  attached  by  a traiifparent  myfentery 
to  the  fpine.  Before  its  termination  in  the 
great  gut,  it  fwells,  and  produces  a firm  car- 
tilaginous bulb.  The  entrance  of  the  fmall 
incO  t he  great  inteiline  is  nut  ny  a gradual 
dilatation  ot  the  capacity  of  the  former,  but 

it 
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it  abruptly  opens  by  an  orifice  fimilar  to  the 
pylorus.  This  opening,  too,  is  furrounded 
with  glandular  lacunae,  in  Vsdiich  fmall  white 
worms  were  always  found. 

The  great  gut  is  about  thirteen  inches  in 
length,  is  large  and  capacious,  and  runs  in 
nearly  a firaight  direction  downwards  to  its 
termination  at  the  anus,  between  the  ven- 
tral fins.  Its  coats  are  thinner,  but  more 
niufcular,  than  thofe  of  the  fmall  gut,  and  are 
capable  of  great  dilatation.  When  no  dif- 
tending  force  is  applied,  the  diameter  of  the 
gut  is  little  mxore  than  an  inch ; but  it  was 
yet  capable,  by  a little  force,  of  admitting 
illy  whole  hand.  When  the  great  intefiine 
is  laid  hold  of,  a very  confiderable  thick- 
nefs,  feemxing  as  if  it  were  a continuation 
of  the  fmall  gut,  is  difiindtly  felt  running 
through  its  whole  length.  In  the  firfi:  difiec- 
tion  I made,  I was  therefore  furprifed,  on  in- 
troducing a probe  from  the  fmall  into  the 
large  gut,  when  I difcovered  it  had  not  palT- 
ed  into  this,  which  I fuppofed  to  be  its  real 
continuation.  But,  on  laying  open  the 
great  gut,  I immediately  difcovered  the  re- 
markable itriidlure  which  had  deceived  me. 

I found 
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i found  within  the  gut  a very  deep  pro- 
cefs,  running  longitudinally,  through  its 
whole  length,  rolled  up  in  fuch  a manner, 
that  when  felt  through  the  coats  of  the  gut, 
it  refembled  in  lirmnefs  and  iize  the  final!  in- 
teftine.  On  cutting  the  gut  tranfverfely, 
this  longitudinal  procefs  was  feen  rolled 
round  itfelf,  and  filling,  as  it  were,  the  in- 
teftinal  cavity.  On  inverting  the  inteftines, 
I clearly  perceived  this  longitudinal  doubling 
proceeding  from  the  back  part  of  the  gut. 
On  drawing  out  the  longitudinal  doublingj 
or  procefs,  the  whole  very  exadly  refem- 
bled the  natural  appearance  of  the  gut  and 
mefentery  of  a quadruped  ; and  as  the  me- 
fentery  is  a produdlion  of  the  external  or 
peritoneal  coat,  fo  this  procefs  appears  evi- 
dently a produdiion  or  doubling  of  the  vil- 
lous coat  of  the  inteflines.  At  the  middle 
of  the  inteflines,  this  procefs  meafiires  about 
feven  inches  in  breadth ; but  gradually  de- 
creafes  as  it  approaches  the  extremities;  fo 
that,  when  fpread  out,  it  refembles  in  form 
an  eliptic  arch.  The  floating  edge  of  the 
procefs  contains,  in  its  duplicature,  two 
large  vafcular  trunks,  tvhich  fend  a variety 

of 
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of  ramifications  to  the  procefs  and  gut.  The 
procefs  itfelf  is  ufually  foft  and  villous,  and 
fo  plentifully'  fupplied  with  blood-veffels, 
that  it  feems  covered  with  red  points. 

The  ravenous  difpolition  of  the  fiiark  ar- 
gues an  exceedingly  quick  and  powerful  di- 
geition.  But  though  the  ftomach  be  very 
large  and  capacious,  the  alimentary  canal 
is  "very  lliort,  and  furniflied  neither  v/ith 
valvulre  conniventes,  like  quadrupeds,  nor 
appendices  coecse,  like  the  greater  number 
of  fillies  : but,  inftead  of  thefe,  the  lhark  is 
furnilhed  with  an  intefiine  proceeding  from 
the  ftomach,  of  fuch  fmall  capacity,  that  no 
matter  can  pafs  through  it,  but  what  is  tho- 
roughly digefted,  and  almoft  fluid.  Thus 
digefted  matter  only  is  conveyed  from  the 
ftomach  into  the  large  gut,  which,  though 
of  confiderable  capacity,  is  yet,  in  compari- 
fon  of  the  fize  of  the  animal,  very  fliort  : 
and,  as  it  is  unfurnifiied  with  valves,  the  di- 
gefted  matter,  tvhich  it  receives,  would  have 
pafied  too  - quickly  through  the  body,  had 
not  Nature  provided  otherwife.  The  longi- 
tudinal procefs,  of  great  extent,  rolled  and 
doubled  round  itfelf,  almoft  filling  the  gut, 

not 
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not  only  ferves  every  piirpofe  of  the  valviilae 
conniventes,  but  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  a 
larger  gut,  or  one  furniihed  with  appendi- 
ces. For  by  this  the  defcent  of  its  contents 
is  impeded,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  are 
expofed  to  a very  large  abforbing  furface. 

To  conclude  : On  diirefling  the  fhark, 
the  ftruflure  of  the  priinas  viae  appeared  to 
me  extremely  curious,  and  a ftriking  devia- 
tion from  the  ufual  plans  of  nature.  The 
common  dog-fifh  of  the  north  feas  fo  exad- 
ly  refembles  the  fhark,  in  its  external  ap- 
pearance, and  voracious  appetite,  that  I 
fufpeded  the  fabric  of  the  inteflines  would 
alfo  have  refembled  the  fhark’s.  I have 
lately,  however,'  diifecLed  a dog-fiih,  and 
find  I was  miftaken  in  my  conjedure.  Its 
great  gut  is  crowded  wdth  very  large  val- 
vulae  conniventes. 

^ ^ 

1 

Dr  Richard  Pearson,  of  Birmingham, 
has  tranfmitted  to  m.any  of  his  friends  the 
following  circular  letter,  dated  July  i,  1796, 
refpeding  a particular  pradice  in  phthiiis 

VoL.  I.  C c pulmonalis. 
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piilmonalis,  which,  he  thinks,  he  has  em- 
ploye d with  great  benefit! 

Having,  for  the  lafl  two  years,  prefcribed 
the  vapour  of  vitriolic  rether  to  patients  la- 
bouring under  pthifis  pulmonalis,  and  ha- 
ving, both  in  hofpital  and  private  practice, 
experienced  the  beftefteHs  from  itsufe  in  this 
frequent  and  formidable  difeafe,  I am  pre- 
paring to  lay  before  the  public  a report  of 
the  cafes  in  w^hich  it  has  been  given,  accom- 
panied with  remarks  on  fome  other  remedies 
that  may  be  employed  with  advantage  in 
the  cure  of  confumptions.  Being  deiirous, 
in  the  recommendation  of  a new  medicine, 
to  have  my  own  evidence  fupported  by  the 
concurrent  teftiraonies  of  other  pradition- 
ers,  I take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  at- 
tention to  this  fubjecl,  and  of  fubmitting  to 
your  notice  my  method  of  ufing  this  appli- 
cation, which  is  limply  this  : I dired:  the 
patient  to  pour  one  or  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of 
pure  vitriolic  ^tlier,  or  of  ^ther  im.pregnated 
with  ciciita  in  the  manner  hereafter  defcri- 
bed,  into  a tea-cup  or  v/ine-glafs,  and  af- 
terwards to  hold  the  fame  up  to  the  mouth, 

and 
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and  draw  in  the  vapour  that  arifes  from  it 
with  the  breath,  until  the  aether  is  evapo- 
rated. This  is  repeated  three,  four,  or  five 
times,  in  the  courfe  of  a day,  for  a month 
or  fix  weeks,  more  or  lefs  according  to  cir- 
cumftances.  The  firft  effeds  of  this  appli- 
cation are,' an  agreeable  fenfation  of  coolnefs 
in  the  cheft,  an  abatement  of  the  dyfpncea 
and  cough,  and,  after  ten  minutes  or  a quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  eaher  expedloration.  The 
ultimate  effedls,  provided  other  proper  mea- 
fures  be  not  neglected,  for  this  is  not  to  fu- 
perfede  the  ufe  of  other  medicines,  but  to  be 
employed  in  conjundlion  with  them,  are,  a re- 
moval of  the  local  inflammation,  a cleanfing 
and  healing  of  the  ulcerated  lungs,  and  a 
fuppreflion  of  the  hedlic  fever.  To  affert 
that  all  thefe  beneficial  confequences  will 
flow  from  its  application  in  every  fpecies 
and  degree  of  plithifis  pulmonalis,  would  be 
adopting  the  language  of  quacks,  and  in- 
fulting  the  underflanding  of  every  one  ex- 
perienced in  the  profeflion  : But  to  fay  that 
fome  of  thefe  good  effedls  are  likely  to  re- 
fult  from  its  ufe  in  mod  inflances,  and  moft 
of  them  in  a great  number  of  inflances,  is 
C c 2 afferting 
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afi'eiting  only  what  an  experience  of  two 
years,  in  a lituation  where  the  opportunities 
of  making  tual  of  it  have  been  very  fre- 
quent, has  luJly  confinned. 

1 be  faiutary  operation  of  the  aether  ap- 
plied to  the  lungs  in  the  form  of  vapour,  I 
Iiave  found  to  he  greatly  promoted  by  feve- 
lal  volatile  fubftances  that  are  foluble  in  it, 
but  by  none  more  fo  than  the  cicuta.  By* 
macerating  a fuiiicient  quantity  of  the  dried 
leaves  of  this  plant  in  aether,  for  the  fpace  of 
three  or  four  days,  or  at  mod  a week,  and 
occaiionally  fliaking  them  together,  a very 
faturated  tindture  is  obtained,  which  m.ay  be 
inhaled  in  the  fame  manner,  and  in  the  fame 
dbfes,  as  the  pure  aether.  My  proportions 
are  a fcruple  or,  half  a dram  of  the  powdered 
leaves  to  every  ounce  of  cether.  The  nar- 
cotic particles  of  the  cicuta,  conveyed  in 
this  manner,  along  with  the  aether,  to  the 
difeafed  lungs,  adl  as  a topical  application 
with  the  bed  efiedl : hence  aether,  thus  im- 
pregnated' fucceeds  in  m.od  indances  better 
than  when  it  is  employed  alone.  The  only 
unpleafant  circumdance  attending  the  in- 
halation of  this  aethereal  tindure  of  cicuta, 

is 
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is  a flight  degree  of  iicknefs  and  giddinefs, 
which,  however,  foon  go  off. 

It  cannot  be  expedted  that  I flionld  here 
point  out  every  fymptoni,  or  let  of  .rymp- 
toms,  which  indicate  or  forbid  the  uie  of 
this  application  : I fiiail  only  remark,  that 
it  appears  to  be  bed  fuited  to  the  florid,  or 
what  is  commonly  termed  the  fcrophiilous 
confiimption.  Where  the  pulmonic  aifec- 
tion  is  complicated  with  the  mefeateric  ob- 
flrudion,  or  difeafes  of  the  other  vifcera, 
or  a dropfical  condition,  it  afibrds  but  tranli- 
tory  relief ; and  in  the  very  laft  flage  of 
the  diforder,  the  proper  time  of  uiing  it  is 
pafl. 

Should  you  be  induced,  Sir,  by  this  adr- 
drefs  to  make  trial  of  the  vapour  of  vitriolic 
aether,  impregnated  with  cicuta,  in  phthiii- 
cal  cafes,  1 fhall  be  glad  to  be  favoured 
with  your  remarks  and  obfervations  upon  it, 
whether  in  its  favour  or  not.  All  commu- 
nications on  this  fubjecl  are  reouefled  to  be 
fent  before  the  ifl  of  janiiary  next,  as  after 
that  time  the  treatife  wdll  be  printed. 

BiRMirVGHAM,  iji  "July  1796. 

(Signed ) RicnAXD  Pearson,  M.  D. 

C c 3 . Bfi, 
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^ ^ 

Dr  James  Hamilton  junior,  of  Edin- 
burgh, who  lately  publifhed  the  fnfc  vo- 
lume of  a work,  entitled,  Obfervations  on 
the  Seats  and  Caufes  of  Difeafes,  iiluflrated 
by  the  DiiTedions  of  the  late  ProfelTor  Mor- 
gagni of  Padua,  has  made  confiderable  pro- 
grefs  in  preparing  for  the  prefs  the  fecond 
volume  of  this  interefling  publication.  Al- 
though a confiderable  part  of  this  work,  as 
may  be  inferred  from  the  title-page,  is  taken 
from  the  celebrated  Morgagni’s  truly  va- 
luable work,  De  Caufis  et  Sedibus  Morbo- 
rum,  yet  it  can  neither  be  confidered  as  a 
tranfiation  nor  an  abridgement.  liis  chief 
objeds  are,  as  will  appear  from  the  firfl  vo- 
lume, which  is  already  publifhed,  to  new-ar- 
range  the  whole,  dividing  difeafes,  as  had 
formerly  been  done  by  Macbride,  into  the 
four  clafTes  of  univerfal,  local,  fexual,  and 
infantile  ; to  retain  only  thoie  fads  which 
feem  efcablifned  on  unequivocal  authority  ; 
to  prefix  to  each  colledion  of  cafes  a view 
of  the  general  fymptoms  and  feat  of  the 

difeafe  ; 
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difeafe  ; and  to  add  obfervations  on  the 
caufes,  and  remarks  on  the  hiftories  detailed. 

In  the  fiifl  volume,  conduded  upon  this 
plan.  Dr  liamilton  has  already  treated  of 
two  great  fubdivifions  of  the  firfl  clafs,  or 
univerfal  difeafes,  viz.  fevers  and  inflamma- 
tions ; and  in  another  volume  he  hopes 
to  complete  the  remainder  of  the  univerfal 
difeafes  ; after  which  he  will  continue  to 
publifh,  in  a hmilar  manner,  the  local, 
fexual,  and  infantile  difeafes.  If  the  re- 
mainder of  this  work  fnall  continue  to  be 
executed  with  the  fame  accuracy  and  dif- 
cernment  which  are  difplayed  in  the  firit  y 
volume,  it  can  hardly  fail  ilrongly  to  interefl 
the  attention,  and  to  prove  a work  of  great 
utility,  efpecially  if  to  the  whole  be  added 
a proper  index,  exhibiting  a view  of  the  feve- 
ral  morbid  appearances  of  the  different  or- 
gans. 

A WORK  entitled,  Medicina  Nautica,  an  effay 
on  the  difeafes  of  feamen,  which  will  compre- 
hend an  account  of  the  date  of  health,  for  three 
G c 4 years, 
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years,  in  Earl  Howe’s  fleet,  WTitten  by  DrTrot- 
ter,  phyfician  to  the  fleet,  is  now  in  the  prefs, 
and  will  foon  appear.  Great  improvements 
having  lately  taken  place  in  the  medical 
eftabliihment  of  the  navy,  and  in  the  royal 
liofpitals,  from  the  fuggeftion  of  the  phyfl- 
cian  of  the  fleet,  he  has  deemed  it  neceflary 
to  publifli  the  prefent  work,  that  their  uti- 
lity may  be  known.  We  underffand,  that 
this  volume  will  be  particularly  valuable  for 
numerous  facts  on  the  fubjeft  of  contagion, 
as  the  opportunities  of  the  author  for  col- 
iefling his  evidence  have  been  uncommonly 
great. 

^ ^ ^ 

Dr  Tytler  has  circulated  propofals  for 
publilhing,  by  fubfcription,  Ptedotrophia,  or 
the  art  of  rearing  and  nurflng  children,  a 
poem  in  three  books,  tranflated  from  the 
Latin  of  Saevole  de  St  Mar  the,  treafurer  of 
France,  at  Poicliers ; with  the  life  of  the 
author,  from  the  French  of  Michel  and 
Niceron,  his  epitaph,  and  his  dedication  of 
this  poem  to  Henry  HI.  of  France. 


Mr 
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Mpv  George  Kellie,  furgeon  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fiiip  the  Iris,  who  has  already  com- 
municated to  the  public,  in  the  19th  vo- 
lume of  the  Medical  Commentaries,  fome 
interefling  fads,  refpeding  the  effeds  of 
compreffion  by  the  Tourniquet,  in  Hopping 
the  cold  ft  of  intermittents,  has  lince  that 
continued  to  bellow  particular  attention  to 
this  fubjed : and  an  account  of  his  expe- 
riments, and  obfervations  refpeding  it,  will 
probably  foon  be  publiilied. 

^ 

Mr  John  Bell,  furgeon  in  Edinburgh, 
vrho  fome  time  ago  publifhed  a volume  on 
the  anatomy  of  the  bones,  mufcles,  and 
joints,  has  now  made  fuch  progrefs  in  the 
profecution  of  this  v/ork,  that  a fecond  vo- 
lume, containing  the  anatomy  of  the  heart 
and  blocd-velTeis,  will  be  publifhed  in  a ihort 
time.  ' 

Dr 
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^ ^ 

Dr  Duncan  junior  has  forjome  time  been 
employed  in  preparing  for  the  prefs  a tranf- 
lation  of  the  Hiflory  of  Medicine,  by  Kurt 
Sprengel,  a work  interefting  to  the  philofo- 
pher  and  hiftorian,  as  well  as  to  the  phyli- 
cian.  In  order  to  write  a hiflory  of  our 
fcience  Vv^ith  advantage,  it  was  necelTary  to 
collect,  and  bring  under  the  moll  proper 
points  of  view,  the  fads  which  are  fcattered 
in  a thoufand  works  ; to  read  the  writers  of 
each  age  and  nation  in  the  original;  to  enter 
into  the  fpirit  of  the  times  when  they  wrote ; 
and  to  fludy  the  hiflory  of  fociety,  and  the 
fciences,  wherever  they  were  conneded 
with  medicine.  All  this  Profeffor  Sprengel 
has  been  able  to  accomplifh  ; nor  has  he 
ever  availed  himfelf  of  the  labours  of  his 
predeceiTors,  but  with  the  mofl  indefati- 
gable zeal,  derived  his  knov^ledge  from 
the  original  fources. 

Dr 
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^ ^ ^ ^ 

Dr  Girtanner  has  long  employed  him- 
felf  in  analyiing  fome  bodies  hitherto  con- 
lidered  as  limple,  and  thinks  he  has  obtain- 
ed the  following  refults. 

1.  Phofphorus  coniifcs  of  azote  and  hy- 
drogene, like  ammoniac. 

2.  The  fixed  alkalis  confid  of  carbone 
and  azote,  foda  containing  more  azote,  pot- 
afh  mere  carbone. 

3.  Sulphur  confiits  of  carbone  and  hy- 
drogene. 

4:  The  fluoric  acid  has  a compound,  pro- 
bably triple,  bafe, 

5.  Arfenic  feems  to  confifl  of  carbone, 
azote,  and  hydrogene. 

The  proofs  of  thefe  affertions  are  foon  to 
be  publifhed  at  length  in  Gren’s  Journal  of 
Natural  Philofophy. 

^ ^ 

In  order  to  render  the  pathology  of  the 
bones  more  perfecd,  ProfeiTor  Arneman  pro- 
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pofes  to  publifli  a feries  of  elegant  plates* 
to  illuftrate  the  changes  which  bones  un- 
dergo from  internal  caufes.  His  own  extcn- 
live  colleclion,  and  the  examination  of  thofc 
of  others,  fupplj  him  with  the  materials 
for  executing  fuch  a work.  He  will  after- 
wards explain  the  difeafes,  with  reference 
to  the  pradlical  treatment,  in  a feparate 
publication.  The  firil  plates  are  alreadj 
engraved,  and  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  molli- 
ties  oflium.  Reprefentations  of  bones  dif- 
eafed  from  lues,  gout,  rickets,  fcrophula* 
feurvy,  and  the  itch,  will  be  fucceffively  pu- 
blifhed.  To  render  this  work  as  perfect  as 
poilible,  Dr  Arneman  invites  thoie,  who  pof- 
fefs  difeafed  bones,  which  differ  from  fuch 
as  are  already  engraved  or  deferibed,  to 
fend  him  an  account  of  them,  and  to  aliiff 
him  in  his  undertaking. 

^ ^ ^ . 

The  phyfical  clafs  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Berlin,  has  propofed  the  fol- 
lov/inc;  aucitions.  i.  Of  what  nature  are 
the  eai  ibj  conliituents  which  chemical  ana-  , 

iyfis 
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iyfis  difcovers  in  the  different  kinds  of  grain 
of  this  country  ? 2.  Are  thefe  taken  up  in 
the  ffate  in  which  they  are  found  ? or  are 
they  produced  by  the  power  of  iife;^  and^  the 
action  of  the  organs  of  vegetation  ? 

The  Royal  Academy  wiiiies,  that  thofe, 
who  undertake  the  inveftigation  of  thefe  im- 
portant queOions,  would  ground  their  mvef- 
tigations  upcn  vexperiments  winch  may  de- 
termine with  cerrainty  the  component  parts 
of  the  foil  in  which  the  gram  grew,  and 
lead  to  a comparifon  of  thefe  v/ith  the  fixed 
coniiituents  of  the  gram  itfelf.  Anfwers 
may  be  fent  till  the  ift  of  June  1797;  and 
in  the  following  month  of  September,  a 
gold  medal,  of  the  value  of  fiity  ducats,  will 
he  given  iur  tne  belt  Eiiay. 

^ 

The  Harvciaii  Society  of  Edinburgh  have 
propofed,  for  hve  fuccefiive  years,  prize-que- 
ffions,  refpeding  the  effeds  of  different 
modes  of  bathing. 

For  1796,  concerning  the  cold  bath. 

For  1797,  concerning  the  tepid  bath. 

For 
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For  1798,  concerning  the  hot  bath. 

For  1799,  concerning  the  vapour  bath.  ^ 
- And  for  1 800,  concerning  the  medicated 
vapour  bath. 

DiiTertations  on  thefe  fubjeds  mull  be 
tranfmitted  to  Dr  Duncan  fenior,  phyhcian, 
or  to  Mr  John  Bell,  furgeon  in  Edinburgh, 
on  or  before  the  31(1  of  December  of  the 
year  for  which  the  queftion  is  propofed. 

Among  the  premiums  given  by  the  So- 
ciety in  London  for  the  encouragement  of 
arts,  manufaclures,  and  commerce,  for  the 
year  1796,  is  one  of  fifty  guineas  to  Mr  John 
Ball  of  Williton,  for  the  difcovery  of  his 
method  of  preparing  Engliili  opium,  or  o- 
pium  prepared  from  poppies  reared  in  Eng- 
land, This  opium  is  attefted,  by  feveral 
phyficians  who  have  made  trial  of  it,  and 
whofe  letters  are  inferted,  to  be  at  leaft 
equal  in  efficacy,  in  the  fame  dofe,  to  fo- 
- reign  opium.  Mr  Ball,  in  one  of  his  letters  in 
the  correfpondence  with  the  Society  on  this 
fubjed,  afierts,  that  he  has  no  doubt  that 

the 
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the  opium  which  he  prepares  from  poppies 
growing  in  his  own  garden,  may  be  afforded 
at  half  the  price  of  the  foreign  opium  : for 
that,  in  a few  years,  wefhall  be  able  to  ren- 
der it  from  five  to  eight  diillings  per  pound, 
without  the  leaf!  adulteration.  And  I am 
of  opinion,  fays  he,  that  the  more  barren 
ground,  which  in  fome  places  lets  at  from 
two  to  ten  ihillings  an  acre,  will,  with  very 
little  expence,  anfwer  for  the  growth  of 
poppies.  I fnall  take  care,  this  fummer,  to 
find  out  whether  any  particular  fort  or  co- 
lour produces  the  moil  onium. 

j.  i 

We  Ihall  give  the  letter  entire,  which 
contains  the  method  of  preparing  the  Eng- 
lifh  opium. 

i 

My  Lords  an'd  Gentlemen, 

By  your  fecretary,  Mr  More,  I received 
your  refolutions  refpefling  your  purchafing 
from  me  the  mode  of  my  preparing  the 
fample  of  opium,  which  I took  the  liberty 
of  fending  to  you,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
beg  the  favour  of  your  having  a fufiicient 
trial  of  its  properties,  which  I find  you 
have  been  fo  obliging  as  to  have  done,  and 
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likewife  to  have  granted  me  the  fifty  gui- 
neas, as  purchafe  of  my  method  of  prepa- 
ring opium,  for  v/hich  you  have  my  fincere 
thanks.  I am  exceedingly  plea  fed  to  find, 
that  it  was  thought  worthy  of  the  notice  of  fo 
honourable  and  refpedable  a fociety  : and  I 
am  fatisfied  there  can  be  no  other  mode  of 
preparing  or  collefling  the  pure  and  genuine 
opium,  than  what  follows. 

Nothing  can  be  more  fimple,  or  attended 
with  lefs  expence,  than  the  making  or  ex- 
tracting the  pure  and  genuine  opium  from 
the  large  poppies,  commonly  called  or  known 
by  the  name  of  Garden-poppies,  the  feeds  of 
"which  I would  advife  to  be  fown  the  latter 
end  of  February,  'and  again  about  the  fe- 
cond  v/eek  of  March,  in  beds  three  feet 
and  a half  wide,  well  prepared  with  good 
rotten  dung,  and  often  turned  and  plough- 
edj  in  order  to  mix  it  well,  and  have  it  fine, 
either  in  frnall  drills,  three  in  each  bed,  in 
the  manner  fallads  are  fown ; and  when 
about  tvro  inches  high,  to  thin  them  one 
foot  apart,  or  otherwife  to  rear  them  in 
beds  in  the  broad-call  way,  and  thin  them 
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to  the  fame  diflance ; and  if  the  weather 
fliould  prove  wet  at  that  time,  thofe  that 
are  taken  up  may  be  tranfplanted ; but  I do 
not  fuppofe  that  the  tranfplanted  ones  tyill 
anfwer,  as  they  have  but  one  root,  and  re- 
quire frequent  waterings.  Keep  them  free 
from  weeds,  they  will  grow  well,  and  pro- 
duce from  four  to  ten  heads,  fhewing  large 
and  different  coloured  flowers,  which,  when 
the  leaves  die  away  and  drop  off,  the  pods 
then  being  in  a green  flate,  is  the  proper 
time  for  extracting  the  opium,  by  making 
four  fmall  longitudinal  incifions  with  a 
fliarp-pointed  knife,  about  one  inch  long,  on 
one  fide  only  of  the  feed-pod,  jufl  through 
the  fcarf-fkin,  taking  care  not  to  cut  to  the 
feeds.  Immediately  on  the  incifion  being 
made,  a milky  fluid  will  iflue  out,  which  is 
the  opium,  and,  being  of  a glutinous  nature 
or  fubflance,  it  will  adhere  to  the  bottom  of 
the  incifion  ; but  fome  are  fo  luxuriant,  that 
it  will  drop  from  the  pod  on  the  leaves  un- 
derneath. The  next  day,  if  the  weather 
fhould  be  fine,  and  a good  deal  of  funfhine, 
the  opium  will  be  found  a greyifh  fubflance, 
and  fome  almoil  turning  black.  It  is  then 
VoL.  I.  D d to 
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to  be  fcraped  off  the  pods,  and,  if  any,  from 
the  leaves,  with  the  edge  of  a knife,  or  an 
inftrument  for  the  purpofe,  into  pans  or  pots ; 
and  in  a day  or  two,  it  will  be  of  a proper 
conliflence  to  make  into  a mafs,  and  to  be 
potted. 

As  foon  as  you  have  taken  away  all  the 
opium  from  one  fide  of  the  pod,  then  make 
incifions  on  the  opponte  fide,  and  proceed 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  reafon  of  my 
not  making  the  incifions  all  round  at  the 
firfl,  is,  that  you  cannot  fo  conveniently  take 
away  the  opium  ; but  every  perfon,  upon 
trial,  will  be  the  bed  judge. 

Children  may  v/ith  eafe  be  foon  taught 
to  make  the  incifions,  and  to  take  off  the 
opium ; fo  that  the  expence  will  be  found 
exceedingly  trilling.  The  fmall  white  feeds, 
in  that  date,  will  be  found  very  fweei  and 
pleafant,  and  may  be  eaten  without  the  lead 
danger ; and  it  is  the  cudom  in  the  ead,  to 
carry  a plate  of  them  to  the  table,  after  din-, 
ner,  with  other  fruits. 

I intend,  this  year,  to  keep  apart  a fmall 
quantity  of  opium  from  each  coloured  pop- 
py, to  find  out  if  any  one,  more  than  an- 
other, 


MEDICINE,  iyg6. 


419 


other,  produces  a greater  quantity,  or  of 
greater  ftrength,  and  fhall  fave  feeds  of  cach„ 
to  fow  feparately  the  next  fpring.  I am  of 
opinion,  that  numbers  of  inclofures,  taken 
from  hills,  in  a fouth  afpedt,  with  a very 
little  expence,  may  be  brought  into  a pro-» 
per  date  for  the  growth  of  poppies. 

I ihould  think,  that  an  indrument  may 
be  made,  of  a concave  form,  with  four  or 
five  pointed  lancets,  about  the  twelfth  or 
fourteenth  part  of  an  inch,  to  make  the  in- 
cidons  at  once,  and  iikewife  fomething  of 
the  rake  kind,  fo  that  the  three  drills,  which 
1 have  direded  to  be  made  in  each  bed,  may 
be  performed  at  the  famxe  time. 

By  a calculation  which  I have  made,  fup» 
poling  one  poppy  growing  in  one  fquare  foot 
of  earth,  and  producing  one  grain  of  opium, 
more  than  dfty  pounds  will  be  collefled 
from  one  datute-acre  of  land ; but  upon  recol- 
lefling,  that  one  poppy  produces  from  three 
or  four  to  ten  heads,  and  in  each  head  from 
fix  to  ten  incidons  are  made,  and  I am  po- 
dtive,  from  miany  of  them,  (I  mean  one  in- 
cidon),  the  lad  year  I took  away  two  or 
three  grains ; what  mud  then  be  the  pro- 
D d 2/  duce  ? 
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duce  ? Opium  is  now  twenty-two  fhillings 
the  pound. 

I am, 

(Signed)  John  Ball, 

WiLLiTON,  'id  June  1795. 

In  a fubfequent  letter,  Mr  Ball  dates,  that 
the  experiment  of  tranfplanting  did  not  fuc- 
ceed,  not  one  plant  coming  to  perfedtion. 
The  pods  fhould  be  about  the-  lize  of  a wal- 
nut before  the  incilion  is  made.  The  dried 
heads  from  London,  being  three  times  as^ 
big,  mud  afford  much  more  opium. 

In  another  fubfequent  letter,  Mr  Ball  ac- 
quaints the  Society,  that  double  or  femi- 
double  poppies  gave  more  than  twice  of 
what  is  colleded  from  the  dngle.  One  pop- 
py, which  had  twenty-eight  heads,  afforded 
above  thirty  grains  of  opium.  It  was  of 
the  femi-double  kind,  and  the  opium  was  of 
a better  quality  than  from  fingle  heads.  The 
article  clofes  with  three  letters  of  tedimo- 
nies,  namely,  from  Dr  Latham,  Dr  Pearfon, 
and  Mr  G.  Wilfon  of  Covent-Garden,  who 
all  agree,  that  the  Englidi  is  at  lead  equal 
in  its  efficacy  to  the  bed  foreign  opium. 

The 


421 


MEDICINE,  1796. 


^ ^ * 

The  following  deaths  of  diilinguifhed  me- 
dical pradlitioners  have  lately  taken  place. 

Dr  John  de  Loureiro,  member  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Lifhon.  Dr 
Loureiro  has  been  juftly  celebrated  as  the 
author  of  an  important  botanical  work, 
Flora  Cochinchinenfis,  Mens  plantas  in  reg- 
no Cochinchina  nafcentes,  &c.  In  that 
kingdom  he  refided  for  a confiderable  time : 
and  he  is  faid  to  have  bellowed  upwards  of 
thirty  years  in  preparing  the  above-men- 
tioned work  for  publication^ 

Dr  Flor.  Jacob  Voltelen,  ProfelTor  of  Me- 
dicine and  Ghemillry  at  Leyden,  where  he 
was  juftly  celebrated  as  an  eminent  teacher. 
He  died  at  Leyden,  on  the  2d  of  Auguft 
1795,  in  the  forty-fecond  year  of  his  age. 

Dr  John  Sib  thorp,  Regius  Profeftbr  of 
Botany  in  the  Univerftty  of  Oxford,  who 
died  at  Bath,  on  the  7th  of  February  1796. 
Dr  Sibthorp  was  indefatigable  in  his  re- 
fearches  for  new  and  rare  plants;  and  in 
D d 3 order 
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order  to  colledl  them,  he  travelled  twice  into 
Turkey  and  Greece.  The  fatigues  he  un- 
derwent in  his  lait  tour  are  fuppofed  to  have 
ruined  his  conilitution.  He  has,  however, 
left  behind  him  lafting  monuments  of  his 
botanical  abilities,  and  of  his  zeal  for 
the  advancement  of  that  fcience.  In 
1794,  he  publifhed  a Flora  Oxonienfis ; 
snd  he  has  left  an  ellate  of  three  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  to  the  Univerfity,  in 
truil,  for  defraying  the  expence  attending 
the  publication  of  a Flora  Graeca,  taken  from 
ipecimens  in  his  own  valuable  colledlion, 
and  afterwards  for  other  purpofes  tending 
to  promote  the  fludy  of  botany. 

Dr  Charles  Webfler,  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Fhyiicians  of  Edinburgh,  and  one 
of  the  phyiicians  to  the  army.  Dr  Web- 
fler obtained  the  degree  of  Dodor  of  Me- 
dicine from  the  Univeriity  of  Edinburgh  in 
1777;  and  on  that  occalion  publifhed  an  in- 
genious inaugural  dilTertation,  De  Vaforum 
Sanguiferorum  Libramine.  He  was  a man 
of  great  learning,  and  amiable  manners. 
He  pradifed  medicine  for  feveral  years  at 
Edinburgh.  During  that  period,  he  offi- 
ciated as  one  of  the  phyiicians  to  the  Pu- 
2 blie 
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blic  Difpenfary,  where  his  exei^tions  were 
highly  ufeful  in  alleviating  the  calamities  of 
thofe  who  had  at  once  to  ftruggle  with  po*. 
verty  and  difeafe.  He  read  ledlures  on  che- 
mifliry  with  much  approbation  : And  he 
publiflied  feveral  ufeful  works,  particu- 
larly one  under  the  title  of  Medicinae 
Praxeos  Syftema.  But  while  he  was  thus 
affiduoufly  exerting  himfelf  in  the  line  of 
his  profeffion,  he  fell  into  a bad  date  of 
health,  which  led  him  to  take  a journey  to 
the  continent  of  Europe  : And  after  his.ye- 
turn,  im.agining  that  his  conftitution  might 
be  benefited  by  the  influence  of  a tvarm 
climate,  he  went  out  to  the  Wefi  Indies  as 
phyfician  to  the  army.  But  not  long  after 
his  arrival  at  the  ifland  of  St  Vincent’s, 
where  he  devoted  a great  part  of  his  time 
to  hofpital-duty,  he  was  feized  with  the 
yellow  fever  ; and,  after  a few  days  illnefs, 
fell  a victim  to  the  difeafe,  on  the  5th  of  De- 
cember 1795. 

Dr  Samuel  Crumpe,  Phyfician  at  Lime- 
rick in  Ireland.  Though  Dr  Crumpe  died 
at  an  early  period  of  life,  yet  he  had  ob- 
tained no  fmall  celebrity  as  an  -author,  by 
D d 4 the 
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the  publication  of  An  Inquiry  into  the 
Nature  and  Properties  of  Opium;  and  of 
An  Effay  on  the  Bell  Means  of  providing 
Employment  for  the  People  : Which  laft 
work  was  honoured  with  a prize-medal  by 
the  Royal  Irifh  Academy  ; and  demon- 
ilrates  the  author  to  have  been  a humane' 
man,  an  enlightened  patriot,  and  a zealous 
friend  to  the  general  interells  of  mankind. 

Dr  William  Turnbull,  Phylician  to  the 
Eaftern  Difpenfary  in  London.  Dr  Turn- 
bull  removed  from  Wnoler  in  Northumber- 
land to  London,  about  twenty-five  years 
ago;  and  during  that  period -he  pra61ifed 
medicine  in  the  metropolis,  wfith  great  huma- 
nity and  diftinguifhed  ability.  He  died, 
after  a few  days  illnefs,  on  the  zd  of  May 
1796,  in  the  fixty-feventh  year  of  his  age. 

Dr  Alexander  Eafon,  Phyfician  in  Man- 
chefter.  Dr  Eafon  was  the  author  of  fomc 
ingenious  papers,  publifiied  in  the  Manche- 
fter  Memoirs,  and  of  fome  important  pracfii- 
'cal  obfervations,  which  have  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  public,  through  the  Channel 
of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Commentaries, 
He  died  at  Manchefher,  on  the  2d  of  May 
1796.  The 
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The  Faculty  of  Medicine,  of  Columbia 
College  at  New  York,  have  lately  loft  two 
of  their  members,  by  the  death  of  Dr  Sa- 
muel Nicholl,  Profefibr  of  the  Practice  of 
Phyftc,  and  Dr  William  Pitt  Smith,  Profef- 
for  of  the  Materia  Medica.  Since  the  death 
of  thefe  gentlemen,  it  has  been  thought  ex- 
pedient to  unite  the  Profeftbrftiip  of  the 
Theory  with  that  of  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine, and  to  unite  the  Botany  with  the  Ma- 
teria Medica.  Accordingly,  Dr  William 
Hemerfley,  Profeflbr  of  the  Inftitutes  of 
Medicine,  has  been  elected  to  the  joint 
Profeftbrftiip  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Phyftc  ; and  Dr  David  Hofack,  Profeftbr  of 
Botany,  has  been  eledted  to  the  joint  Pro- 
feftbrftiip of  Botany  and  Materia  Medica* 

At  Hanover,  7th  October  1795,  John 
George  Zimmermann,  author  of  the  works  on 
Dyfentery,  Solitude,  and  Experience  in  Phy- 
ftc, by  birth  a Swifs.  The  higheft  degree  of 
medical,  literary,  and  perfonal  merits  concur- 
red in  giving  to  this  phyfician  a more  extend- 
ed celebrity  than  perhaps  to  any  of  his  profef- 
fton  during- the.prefent  age.  His  works  will 
remain  an  everlafting  proof  of  his  philofophic 
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fpirit,  after  the  recolledion  of  the  amiable^ 
nefs  of  his  manners  has  defeended  with  his 
friends  to  the  grave.  The  adage,  “ Minuit 
prjsfentia  famam,”  unfortunately  fo  often 
verified,  was  with  regard  to  him  reverfed. 
Melancholy,  the  effedl  of  too  fevere  itudy, 
and  a painful  chronic  difeafe,  long  prevent- 
ed him  from  fully  enjoying  the  refpedl  paid 
him  by  Princes,  and  the  fruits  of  his  well- 
earned  fame. 


^ 

During  the  year  1796,  Dr  James  Gafking 
of  Plymouth,  Dr  Alexander  Stewart  of  Perth, 
Sir  Walter  Farquhar,  Bart,  of  London,  Dr 
John  Hutton  Cooper  of  Stamford,  Sir  Alex- 
ander Douglas,  Bart,  of  Dundee,  Dr  Tho- 
mas Charles  Hope,  Dr  George  Dickfon,  Dr 
Andrew  Duncan  jun.  of  Edinburgh,  and  Dr 
Andrew  Keltie  of  Perth,  have  been  admit- 
ted Fellows  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyii- 
cians  of  Edinburgh ; and  Mr  James  Bryce 
has  been  admitted  a Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons. 


.During 
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During  the  year  1796,  the  Reverend  Sir 
Harry  Moncrieil  V/elwood,  Bart.  D.D.  Co- 
lonel Alexander  Dirora,  F.  R.  S.  Lond.  Pa- 
trick Murray,  Efq.  of  Ochtertyre,  Advocate, 
and  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Fincaftie, 
have  been  admitted  refident  members  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh ; and  An- 
drew Berry,  M.  D.  Madrafs,  Richard  Kir- 
wan,  Efq.  Mark  Auguftus  Pidet,  Profeflbr 
©f  Phiiofophy  in  the  Academy  of  Geneva, 
M.  P.  Prevoft,  Honorary  ProfelTor  in  the  Aca- 
demy of  Geneva,  Dr  Freer,  ProfelTor  of  Me- 
dicine in  the  Univerlity  of  Glafgow,  Sir 
Henry  Engleiield,  Bart.  F.  R.  S.  London, 
and  Dr  James  Galking,  Phyfician  at  Ply- 
mouth, have  been  admitted  non-reiident 
members. 
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^ ^ 

State  of  the  Thermometer,  Barometer,  and 
Rain,  during  the  year  1795,  according  to 
Obfervations  made  about  a mile  from  the 
City  of  Edinburgh* 


?vl0NTH. 

Thep. 

MOME 

TER. 

: Barometer. 

Rain"* 

High. 

Low. ' 

Med. 

Higheft  Loweft 

Med. 

Inches  Sc 

Deg.; 

Deg. 

Inches.  Inches. 

Inches. 

Decimals. 

Jan. 

47 

N| 

29 

30.26  28.96 

29.86 

2.950 

Feb. 

40 

“1 

31 

30.8228.60 

29-53 

5.070 

Mar. 

50 

II  i 

37 

30.4029.01 

29.63 

I;50O 

April 

57 

34 

45 

30.50  29.00 

29-55 

1.930 

May 

65 

3^ 

50 

3O.22I29.25 

29.81 

4-115 

June 

66 

41 

53 

30.17,29*20 

29.68 

4.230 

July 

72 

44 

5^^ 

3O.i7l29.28 

29.76 

2.840 

Aug. 

72 

44 

5S 

29.9il29.24 

29.63 

3-255 

Sept. 

7^ 

3^ 

58 

30.25:29.30 

29.60 

0-735 

Ocd. 

66 

41 

29.86'28.4o 

29.28 

3-205 

Nov. 

52 

25 

40 

3Q.4128.67 

29.82 

4.200 

Dec. 

52 

! 34 

44 

I30. 12  29.00 

29*53 

3.290 

Whole  7 
Year.  5 

72 

1 9 

i 

46 

1 

I30.82I28.40 

29.22 

1 

34.098 

State 
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^ ^ ^ 


State  of  the  Thermometer,  Barometer,  and 
Rain,  during  the  year  1795,  according  to 
Obfervati^ns  made  at  the  Apartments  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  London. 


Month. 

fTnERMOMETER. 

Barometer. 

Rain. 

HighiLow. 

Med. 

Higheft  Loweft 

Med. 

Inches  6c 

Deg.jDeg. 

Deg. 

Inches. jlnches. 

Inches. 

Decimals. 

Jan. 

46 

8 

26 

30.47I29.16 

30.01 

0.476 

Feb. 

51 

25 

36 

30.68  29.Q4 

29.60 

1.225 

Mar. 

54 

25 

41 

3O.35j29.O2 

29.80 

1.744 

April 

58 

37 

48 

30.22129.34 

29-79 

0.497 

May 

81 

43 

55 

30.4929.73 

30.17 

0.276 

June 

76 

41 

57 

3O.j4i29.5O 

29.86 

3-339 

July 

75 

51 

59 

30.26.29.54 

29.97 

1.400 

Aug. 

78 

53 

64 

30.31129.62 

29.97 

1.856 

Sept. 

77 

46 

63 

I30.4629.64 

30.08 

0.081 

Oc^. 

67 

44 

55 

[30.18  29.16 

29.66 

2-539 

Nov. 

56 

27 

43 

i3O.58i28.94 

29.87 

2.428 

Dec. 

55 

36 

46 

3o.39’29.42 

29.97 

tD.973 

Whole  7 
Year.  5 

81 

8 

49. 

I30.68j28.94 

29.90 

16.864 

SECT. 
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SECT.  iV. 

LIST  OF  NEW  BOOKS. 


Philosophical  Tranfadions  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  l^iondon  for  the  year  1795. 
4to.  London,  1795. 

Tranfadions  of  the  Society  inflituted  at 
London  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Ma- 
nufadures,  and  Commerce ; with  the  Pre- 
miums offered  in  the  year  1795.  8vo.  Lon- 
don,  1795. 

Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Lon- 
don. Vol.  IV.  8 VO.  London,  1795. 

Letters  and  Papers  on  Agriculture,  &c. 
By  the  Bath  Society.  Vol,  VII.  8vo.  Lon- 
don,  1795. 


Tranfadions 
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Tranfadions  of  the  Royal  Irifh  Academy. 
Vol.  V.  4to.  Dublin,  1795. 

Preliminary  Introdudion  to  the  Art  of 
Sea-bathing.  By  J.  Anderfon,  M.  D.  Lon- 
don, 1795. 

An  Inaugural  Dilfertation  on  the  Apo- 
plexy. By  John  Andrews.  8vo.  Phila- 
delphia, 1793. 

Delineations  of  Exotic  Plants  in  KeW 
Garden.  By  T.  Bauer. 

The  Elements  of  Medicine  of  John  Brown, 
M.  D.  Tranflated  from  the  Latin  ; with 
Comments  and  Illuftrations  by  the  Author. 
A New  Edition,  revifed  and  correded,  with 
a Biographical  Preface,  by  Thomas  Bed- 
does,  M.  D.  2 vols,  8vo.  London,  1795- 

A Meteorological  Journal  for  the  year 
1795,  kept  in  London.  By  W.  Bent.  8vo. 
London,  1796. 

A Letter  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  on  Domeftic  Inoculation.  By  Wil- 
liam Brown,  M.  D.  8vo.  Edinburgh,  1794. 

An  Account  of  the  Yellov/  Fever;  with 
a Succefsful  Method  of  Cure.  By  James 
Bryce,  Surgeon.  8vo.  Edinburgh,  1796. 

Obfervations  concerning  the  Prevention 

and 
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and  Cure  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe.  By  W. 
Buchan,  M.  D.  8vo.  London,  1796. 

Obfervations  on  Pregnancy,  and  the  Dif- 
eafes  of  Children.  By  J.  Clough.  8vo. 
London,  1796. 

An  Inaugural  ElTay  on  Inflammation.  By 
John  Redman  Coxe.  8vo.  Philadelphia, 
1794. 

Obfervations  on  the  Nature  and  Theory 
of  Vifion.  By  J.  Crifp. 

Zoonomia ; or.  The  Laws  of  Organic  Life. 
Vol.  II.  By  Erafmus  Darwin,  M.  D.  E.  R.  S. 
4to.  London,  1796. 

An  Introdu61ion  to  the  Pradice  of  Mid- 
wifery. By  Thomas  Denman.  Vol.  IL 
8 VO.  London,  1795. 

Medical  Commentaries  for  1795.  By  A. 
Duncan,  M.  D.  8vo.  Edinburgh,  1796. 

Obfervations  refpeding  the  Pulfe.  By 
W.  Falconer,  M.  D.  F.R.S.  8vo.  London, 
1796. 

Medical  Hiflories  and  Refledions.  Vol.  II. 
By  John  Ferriar,  M.  D.  Phyfician  at  Man- 
chefter.  8vo.  London,  1795. 

' Dialpgues  between  a Pupil  of  the  late 

John 
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John  Hunter  and  JelTe  Foot.  8vo.  Lon- 
don, 1795. 

Eflay  on  the  Abufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors. 
By  A.  Fothergiil,  M.  D.  8vo.  Bath, 
1796. 

Obfervations  on  the  Mechanifm  of  the 
Horfe’s  Foot.  By  S.  Freeman,  Ffq. 

'On  the  Hiftory  of  Medicine,  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  Profeffion  of  the  Apothe^ 
cary.  By  J.  M.  Good,  SurgeonT  i2mo. 
London,  1795. 

A Pocket  Confpedlus  of  the  New  Lon- 
don and  Edinburgh  Pharmacopceias.  By 
R.  Graves,  M.  D.  8vo.  London,  1796. 

A Syilem  of  Comparative  Anatomy  and 
Phyiiology.  By  B.  Harwood,  M.  D.  Pro- 
feffor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Univeriity  of 
Cambridge.  4to.  Fafc.  I.  with  fifteen 
Tables.  London,  1796. 

Hints  on  the  Chlorofis  of  Boarding-fchools* 
8vo.  London,  1795. 

Flints  on  the  propofed  Medical  Reform. 
8vo.  London,  1796. 

Hints  refpedling  Fluman  Difledions.  8vo. 
London,  1795, 

VoL.  I.  E e 
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Hints  reipecling  the  DiftrelTes  of  the  Poor. 

8 VO.  London,  1795. 

A Short  Account  of  the  Origin,  Symp- 
toms, and  moil  approved  Method  of  treat* 
ing  the  Putrid  Bilious  Fever,  commonly 
called  the  Black  Vomit,  v^hich  appeared  in 
the  City  of  Havaniia,  with  the  utmofl  vio- 
lence, in  the  months  of  June,  July,  ahd 
Augult,  1794.  By  John  Holliday,  Surgeon. 
8vo.  London,.  1 795. 

Pracdcal  Obfervations  on  the  Treatment 
of  Stridlures  in  the  Urethra.  By  Everard 
Home,  Surgeon  to  St  George’s  Hofpital. 

8 VO.  London,  1795. 

Flortus  Botanicus  Gipporicenlis.  The  ■ 
Plants  growing  in  Dr  Goytes’s  Garden  at 
Ipfwich.  8 VO. 

Syllabus  of  the  Courfe  of  Leclures  in  Bo- 
tany, delivered  in  Columbia  College.  By 
David  Hofack,  M.  D.  P.  8vo.  New 
York,  1795. 

Outlines  of  Agriculture.  By  D.  Hunter, 

M.  D. 

A Complete  Diclionary  of  Farriery.  By 
J.  Flunter.  8vo.  London. 


Theory 


Theory  of  the  Earth.  By  James  Hut- 
ton, M.  D.  2 vols  8vo.  London. 

An  Inaugural  DiiTertation  on  the  Putrid 
Ulcerous  Sore  Throati  By  Thomas  John- 
fon.  8fo.  Philadelphia,  1793. 

Obfervations  on  the  Hooping-cough,  fliew^ 
ing  that  the  Pradlice  of  giving  Emetics  is 
hurtful.  By  J.  G.  Jones.  London,  1795. 

Remarks  on  Stones  faid  to  have  fallen 
from  the  Clouds.  By-E.  King.  4to.  Lon- 
don, 1796. 

The  Manures  mod  applicable  to  various 
Soils.  By  R.  Kirwan,  Efq.  8vo, 

A Did'ionary  of  Surgery.  By  B.  Lara. 
i2mo.  London,  1796. 

The  Birds  of  Great  Britain.  Elegantly 
painted  from  Nature  ; with  Defer! ptions  in 
French  and  Engliih.  By  W.  Lewin,  F.  L.  S. 
4to.  Vol.  1.  London,  1795. 

The  Butterflies  of  Great  Britain.  By  W; 
Lewin,  F.  L.  S.  4to.  London,  1795. 

Addrefs  to  Hydropic  Patients.  By  W. 
Imxmoie.  London,  1796. 

Account  of  the  Phenomena  difeovered 
in  examining  Bodies  killed  by  Lightning. 
By  John  Lyon. 
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Medical  Extrads.  Vol.  III.  8vo,  Lon- 
don,  1795. 

Medical  Fads  and  Obfervations.  Vol.  VL 
8 VO.  London,  1795. 

Remarks  on  the  Gafeoiis  Oxyd  of  Azote, 
and  on  the  EfFeds  it  produces,  when  gene- 
rated in  the  Stomach,  inhaled  into  the 
Lungs,  and  applied  to  the  Skin  : being  art 
attempt  to  afcertain  the  true  nature  of 
contagion,  and  to  explain  thereupon  the 
phenomena  of  fever.  By  Samuel  Latham 
Mitchell,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  E.  ProfelTor  of 
Chemifcry  in  New  York.  lamo.  New 
York,  1795. 

The  Clinical  Guide.  By  W.  Nifbet, 
M.  D.  Second  Edition,  i2mo.  London, 
1796. 

A Treatife  on  the  Scurvy.  By  D.  Pater- 
fon.  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Navy.  8vo. 
Edinburgh,  1795. 

Remarks  on  fome  of  the  Opinions  of 
Dr  Rufh,  refpeding  the  Yellow  Fever, 
which  prevailed  in  Philadelphia  in  1793. 
By  W.  Paterfon,  I\l.  D.  8vo.  London- 
derry. 

Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  the 

Conflititent 
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Gonftituent  Parts  of  the  Potatoe-root.  By 
George  Pearfon,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  4to.  Lon- 
don, 1795. 

On  the  Compohtion  and  Properties  of 
Water.  By  E.  Peart,  M.  D.  8vo.  Lon- 
don. 

Obfervations  on  the  Art  of  making  Gold 
and  Silver.  By  R.  Pew. 

Experiments  and  Obfervations  relating 
to  the  Analylis  of  Atmofpheric  Air.  By 
Jofeph  Priellly,  L..  L.  D.  F.  R.  S.  London, 
1796. 

Diredions  for  "Warm  and  Cold  Sea- 
bathing; with  Obfervations  on  their  Ap- 
plication and  Effedls  in  different  Difeafes. 
By  Thomas  Reid,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  8vo. 
London,  1795. 

Eifays  Political,  Economical,  and  Philo- 
fophical.  By  Benjamin,  Count  of  Rum- 
ford.  VoL  I.  8 VO.  London,  1796. 

An  Inaugural  DhTertation  on  the  Chemi- 
cal and  Medical  Hiliory  of  Azote,  anti  its 
Combinations.  By  Winthrop  SalconftalL 
8vo,  New  York,  1796. 

A Treatife  on  the  Stru6fiire,  Economy, 
and  Difeafes  of  the  Liver.  By  W.  Saun- 
E e 3 ders. 
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ders,  M.  D.  Second  Edition,  8vo.  Lon- 
don, 17961 

An  Inaugural  DiiTertation,  containing  art 
inquiry  into  the  exiilence  of  the  living  prin- 
ciple and  caufes  of  animal  life.  By  Matthias 
E.  Sawyer.  8vo.  Philadelphia,  1793. 

Chemico-Phyliological  Obfervations  on 
Plants.  From  the  German  of  M.  von  Uf- 
lar.  By  G.  SchmeiiTer,  F.  Pv.  S.  8vo.  Edin- 
burgh, 1795. 

An  Inaugural  DiiTertation ; being  an  at- 
tempt to  difprove  the  doclrine  of  the  pu- 
trefaction of  the  blood  in  living  animals. 
By  Adam  Seybert.  8vo.  Philadelphia, 

^793- 

On  Dillortions  of  the  Legs  'of  Children. 
By  T.  Sheldrake.  8vo.  London. 

Obfervations,  tending  to  Ihew  the  Mif- 
management  of  the  Medical  Department 
in  the  Army.  By  N.  Sinnot,  M.  D.  8vo. 
London,  1795. 

An  Account  of  the  Experiment  made  on 
board  the  Union  Plofpitablhip,  to  determine 
the  eftecl  of  the  nitrous  acid  in  dedroying 
contagion.  By  J.  Carmichael  Smyth,  M.D. 
Bvo.  London,  1796. 
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ElTay  on  Indigefdon.  By  R.  Squirrel, 
M.  D.  8 VO.  London. 

Domeflic  Midwife.  By  Margaret  Ste- 
vens. 1796. 

Differtation  on  Refpiration.  From  the^ 
Latin  of  Dr  Menzies ; with  Notes.  By  C. 
Sugrue.  8 VO.  London,  1796. 

A Guide  to  Health.  By  the  Reverend 
J.  Tov/nfiiend.  Yol.  II. ' gvo.  London, 
1796. 

A Treatife  on  the  Difeafes  of  Ghildrenv 
By  Michael  Underwood,  M.  D.  Fhyiician 
to  the  Britifh  Lying-in  Hofpitai.  2 vols 
izmo.  London,  1795. 

Evidence  of  the  Superior  Edicacy  of  the 
Yellow  Bark.  By  W.  Vaughan,  M.  D. 
8vo.  London,  1795. 

Account  of  the  Management  of  the  Poor 
ill  Hamburgh . line e the  year  1788.  By 
Cafpar  Voght.  8vo.  Edinburgh,  1795. 

- Letter  from  Mr  Webfler,  on  Weil  India 
Difeafes.  8vo.  London,  1795. 

Experimental  Enay  on  the  Manner  in 
which  Opium  aUs  on  the  Living  Body. 
By  A.  P.  Wilfon,  M.  D.  8vo.  Edinburgh, 
I'795* 
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An  Inaugural  DifTertation  on  the  Che- 
mical and  Medical  Properties  of  the  Per- 
limmon-tree.  By  James  Woodhoufe,  A.  M. 
8vo.  Philadelphia,  1792. 

Ohfervations  on  the  Combinations  of  A- 
cids,  Bitters,  and  Ailringents.  By  James 
Woodhoufe,  M.  D.  8vo.  Philadelphia, 

2793- 

Kongl.  VetenfKaps  Academiens  nya 
Handlingar,  &c.  New  Tranfadiions  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences.  Vol.  XV. 
for  1794.  8 VO.  - Stockholm. 

Det  Kong.  Danlke  Landhaulhfoldings 
Sellkabs  Skrifter,  &c.  Memoirs  of  the 
Royal  Daniih  Economical  Society.  Vol.  IV. 
8vo.  Copenhagen,  1794. 

Skrifter  af  Naturhiflorie  Sellkabet,  S^c. 
Memoirs  of  the  Natural-Hiftory  Society, 
Vol.  III.  8 VO.  Copenhagen,  1794. 

Ueberiicht  der  beruehmteilen  und  ge- 
brauechliflen  chirurgifehen  Inflrumente. 
Review  of  the  mod  Celebrated  and  Ufeful 
Surgical  Inftruments.  By  Juflus  Arneman, 
" ProfeiTor 
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ProfefTor  at  Gottingen.  8vo.  Gottingen, 

1795- 

Verfucli  ueber  die  Lebenslcraft.  ElTay 
upon  the  Vital  Principal.  By  J.  D.  Bran- 
dis. 8 VO.  Hanover,  1795. 

Vom  Baue  des  weibliclien  Beckens.  On 
the  Structure  of  the  Female  Pelvis.  By 
C.  C.  Creve,  ProfelTor  at  Mainz.  4to.  With 
nine  Tables.  Leipiic,  1794. 

Von  der  Krankheiten  des  weiblichen 
Beckens.  On  the  Difeafes  of  the  Female 
Pelvis.  By  C.  C.  Creve.  4to.  With  eleven 
Tables.  Berlin,  1795. 

Semiotic,  &c.  Manual  of  the  Dodtrine 
of  Symptoms.  By  F.  G.  Danz,  M.  D.  & P. 
at  Gieifen.  8vo,  Leipiic,  1793. 

Der  Gefellfchaft,  naturforfchender  Freun- 
de  zu  Berlin,  neue  Shriften.  New  Me- 
moirs of  the  Natural-PIidory  Society  at 
Berlin.  Vol.  1.  4to.  Berlin,  1795. 

Ueber  die  Bleyglafur  unferer  Toepfer- 
waare.  On  the  Leaden  Glazing  of  our 
Earthen  Ware.  By  G.  A.  Ebell.  8vo^ 
Hanover,  1793.  . 

Verfuch  einer  allgemeinen  medicinifch- 
praktifchen  Geographie,  &c.  Attempt  at 
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an  Univerfal  Medico-praclical  Geography, 
By  L.  L.  Finke,  M.  D.  & P.  at  Lingen, 
Vol.  L containing  the  Countries  fituated 
between  the  Equator  and  450  N.  ^ S.  Lat. 
Vol.  n.  between  45°  80°  N.  S.  Lat. 

8vo.  Leipfic,  1792. 

Arnweifung  zur  pradifclien  Zergliede- 
rungskunfl:.  Guide  to  the  Art  of  DiiTec- 
tion.  By  J.  L.  Fifcher.  Vol.  1.  8vo.  Leip- 
hc,  1791.  Vol.  11.  containing  direflions 
for  the  preparation  of  the  organs  of  fenfe 
and  inteftines.  8vo.  1793. 

Medicinifche  Bemerkungen  ueher  London. 
Medical  and  Surgical  Remarks  upon  Lon- 
don, and  the  State  of  Medicine  in  England 
in  general.  By  D.  G.  E.  Eifcher.  8vo. 
Gottingen,  1796. 

Handbuch  der  prafrifchen  Heilmittellehre, 
Manual  of  Pradical  Materia  Medica.  By 
W.  Gefenius,-  M,  D.  8vo.  Stendal,  1791. 

Abhandlung  ueber  die  Krankheiten  der 
Kinder.  Treatife  on  the  Difeafes  and  Phy- 
fxcal  Education  of  Children.  By  D.  C. 
Girtanner.  8vo.  , Berlin,  1794. 

Leitfaden  fuer  angehende  Aerzte,  Kranke 
zu  pruefen,  und  Krankheiten  zu  erfor- 

fchen. 
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i’chen.  Directions  to  Medical  Prailitionerg 

> 

for  the  ExaminatiGn  of  Patients,  and  the  In^ 
veiligation  of  Difeafes.  By  J.  T,  Gotthard 
junior,  Profeffor  at  Bamberg.  8vo.  Erlan- 
gen, 1793. 

Sjilematifches  Handbuch  der  gefammten 
Chemie.  Elements  of  Chemifcry.  By  F. 
A.  C.  Gren,  Profeffor  at  Halle. ' 8vo, 
Halle.  Vol.  1.  & IL  1794.  Vol.  IIL  1795. 

Gymnaflik  fuer  die  Jugend.  Birecdons 
for  tiip  Gymnailic  Exercifes  of  Youth.  By 
Gutirnuths.  8vo.  With  eleven  plates, 
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Medicinifch-chirurgifelie  Zeitung.  Pde- 
dical  and  Surgical  Review.  Publilhed  by 
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Allgemeine  Gefchiclite  der  Natur-iind 
Arzneikunde.  Univerfal  Plidory  of  ^ Na- 
tural Philofophy,  and  Medicine.  By 
A.  F.  Hecker.  Yol.  I.  8vo.  Leipiic, 
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Ueber  die  blinden  Hemorrhoiden.  Up- 
on the  Blind  Piles.  By  F.  Pliidebrandt. 
8 VO.  Erlangen,  1795. 

Chemifclie  und  mineralogifche  Gefchichte 
des  Queckfilbers,  Chemical  andMineralo- 
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gical  Hiflorj  of  Quickiilver.  By  G.  F, 
Hiidebrandt,  Profeilor  at  Erlangen,  4to, 
Brunfwick,  1793. 

Ueber  die  Natiir,  Efkenntniiimittel  und 
Heiiart  der  Scrofelkrankheit.  Upon  Scro- 
pbala.  An  ElFay  whicii  gained  the  prize 
given  by  the  Imperial  Academy  of  Natural 
Hiftory.  By  D.  C.  W.  Hufeland.  Svo, 
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Gemeinnuetzige  Aufsaetze  zur  Berfoer- 
derung  der  Gefundheit,  Popular  ElTays 
on  Health,  Profperity,  S^c.  By  C.  W, 
Hufeland,  Profeifor  at  Jena.  VoL  I,  8vo. 
Leipfic,  1794. 

Journal  der  pradifchen  Heilkunde.  Jour- 
nal of  Pradical  Medicine  and  Surgery.  By 
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Widerfprueche  in  der  Natur-und  Arznei- 
wiffenchaft;  Journal  of  Difcoveries,  Theo- 
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Von  Verminderang  der  Arzneypreife, 
Upon  the  Redudion  of  the  Price  of  Me- 
dicines, and  Keguiations  neceffary  to  effed 
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it.  An  ElTay  which  gained  the  prize  given 
by  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Gottingen  in  1794,  By  J,  F,  Kruegel- 
ftein.  8 VO,  Gottingen,  1795'. 

Chirurgifch  - medicinifche  Beobachtun- 
gen.  Surgical  and  Medical  Obfcrvations. 
By  J.  C.  Loder,  BrofelTor  at  Jena.  Vol.  L 
8vo.  Weimar,  1794. 

Grundrlfs  der  Naturgefchichte  der  Men- 
fchenfpecies.  Heads  of  Leclures  on  the 
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lie,  1796. 

Antrittfrede  bey  Ankuendigung  der  kli- 
nifehen  V orlefungen.  Introductory  Dif- 
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Kurzgefafftes  Syftem  der  gerichtlicheii 
Arzneywiffenfehaft.  Concife  Syftem  of 
' Juridical  Medicine.  By  J.  D.  Metz- 
ger, Profeffor  at  Koenigfberg.  8vo,  Koe- 
nigfberg,  1793. 

Skizze  einer  pragmatifehen  Litteraerge- 
schichte  der  Medicin,  Sketch  of  a Hiftory 
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8 VO.  Koenigfberg.  1792. 
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Verfuch  einer  Gefcliichte  des  Aderlaiien^s 
An  Attempt  towards  an  Hiilorj  of  Phle- 
botomy. By  F.  X.  Me  tiler,  M.  D.  8vc» 
Ulm.  1793. 

Neue  mediciniicli-chirurgifche  Beobach- 
tun  gen.  New  Medical  and  Surgical  Ob- 
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Mule  am  der  Heilkunde.  The  Medical 
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Denkwuerdigkeiten  fuer  die  rieilkunde 
iind  Geburtshuelfe.  Medical  and  Obiletri- 
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Ueber  thierifche  Eleciricitaet  und  Reiz- 
barkeit.  Upon  Animal  EleUricity  and  Ir- 
ritability. By  Dr  C.  H.  Pfaff.  8vo.  Leiplic, 
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Archiv  fuer  die  Phyfiologie,  Archives 
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phyhologifche  L"riterfuchungen.  Phyilo- 

logical 


MEDICINE,  1796.  447 
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Briefe  auf  einer  Reife  durch  Frankreich. 
Letters  written  upon  a Journey  through 
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Schaeffer,  M.  D,  2 vols  8vo.  Ratifbon, 
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Ueber  Senfibilitaet  als  Lebensprincip  in 
der  organiiirten  Natur.  Upon  Senfibility 
as  the  Vital  Principle  in  Organifed  Nature, 
By  Dr  J.  M.  G.  Schaeffer.  8vo.  Frankfort 
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Ueber  das  Einathmen  der  Lebensluft, 
On  the  Infpiration  of  Oxygene  Gas  in  Chro- 
nic inflammation  of  the  Lungs.  By  J.  A, 
Scherer,  M.  D.  8yo.  Vienna,  1794. 

Ueber  das  Organ  der  Seele.  Upon  the 
Organ  of  the  Soul,  By  S.  Th.  Soemmering. 
4to.  With  Plates.  Koenigfberg,  1796. 
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Neue  Beraerkungen  uiid  Erfahrungen, 
New  Remarks  and  Obfervations  for  the  Im- 
provement of  Surgery  and  Medicine.  By 
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Ueber  die  Faeulnifs  lebender  und  todter 
thierifcher  Koerper.  Upon  the  Putrefac- 
tion of  Living  and  Dead  Animal  Bodies ; 
upon  Putrid  Difeafes,  and  Antifeptic  Reme- 
dies. 8vo.  Hildburghaufen,  1795. 

Repertorlum  der  medicinifche  Littera- 
tur.  Repeitorium  of  Medical  Literature 
for  the  year  1793.  By  D.  Paulus  Ulfteri, 
8 VO.  Zurich,  1795. 

Elandbuch  der  praclifchen  ArzneywilTen- 
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Ailgemeine  Helkologie.  A Nofologico- 
Therapeutical  View  of  Ulcers.  By  A.  G. 
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lin. 
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M.  A.  Weikard.  8vo.  Heilbroun,  1796. 
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the  Lycasum  of  Arts  for  the  third  year  of 
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1793* 
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and  Experiments  in  Animal  EleXricity.  By 
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Storia  Naturale  di  un  Nuovo  Infetto.  The 
Natural  Hiftory  of  a Nondefcript  InfeX. 
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Florence,  1794. 

Ricerche  per  facilitare  il  Cateterifmo,  e 
la  Eflraflone  della  Cateratta.  Endeavours 
to  facilitate  the  IntroduXion  of  the  Cathe- 
ter, and  the  ExtraXion  of  the  CataraX.  By 
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De  Generis  Humani  Varietate  nativa. 
Editio  tertia.  PraemiiTa  efl  Epiftola  ad  vi- 
rum  perill.  J.  Banks.  Auclore  J.  F.  Blu- 
menback.  8vo.  Gottingae,  1795. 

J.  C.  BorcherSj  BiiT.  in.  de  Febre  Puer- 
perarum.  Svo.  Gottingse,  1793. 

C.  F.  Buettner,  Diff.  In.  de  Fundlioni- 
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C.  F.  Deutcli,  DiiT.  In.  de  Graviditate 
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giiies  maranic^.  Ccllegit,  edidit,  gloiTario 
et  indice  auxit,  G.  G.  Grimer,  M.  D.  & P. 

8 VO.  Jen^,  1793* 

Nofologia  Hiilorica  ex  monumentis  me- 
dii  ^vi  lecla,  animadverfionibus  liifioricis  ac 
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J.  F.  T.  Haeger,  DilT.  In.  de  Cereolorum 
Hiftoria,  Eeornmque  Ufu  Chirurgico.  8vo. 
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D.  J.  Hedwigii,  Stirpes  Crjptoganiic^E. 
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Defcriptio  et  Adumbratio  Plantarimi  c 
clalTe  cryptogamica.  Audlore  G.  F.  Hoff- 
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Edvardiis  Holme,  DilT.  In.  de  Strudiura  et 
Ufa  Vaforiim  abforbentium.  8vo.  I.ug- 
duni  Batavornm,  1793. 
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C.  F.  Huebner  DilT.  In.  de  Caeneflthefi, 
Praefide  Reil.  8vo.  HalcC,  1794. 

leones  Plantamm  Variorum,  &c.  Fi- 
gures of  fcarce  Plants.  Vol.  II.  Fafcic.  IX. 
— XV.  Publifhed  by  N.  J.  Jacquin,  Pro- 
felTor  of  Botany.  Folio.  Viennas,  1793.  - 

C.  R.  jaenifeh  DilT.  In.  de  Pollutione  Noc- 
turna.  qto.  Gottingee,  1795. 

De  Morbi  Venerei  Curatione  in  India 
Orientali,  &c.  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Vene- 
real Difeafe  in  the  Fall  Indies.  By  j.  G. 
Klein,  Phyiician  to  the  Indian  Evangelical 
Miffion  at  Tranquebar.  8vo.  Copenha- 
gen. 

F.  L.  A.  Koeler,  DilT.  In.  de  Odore  per  Cu- 
tem  fpirante  in  Statu  fano  ac  morbofo.  qto. 
Gottingee,  1794. 

C.  G.  Kuehnii  Ph.  & M.  D.  Bibliotheca 
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J.  E.  Kuefier,  DiiT.  In.  continens  Introduc- 
tionem  in  Akologiam  Syilematicam  et  Ra- 
tionalem.  8vo.  Haliu,  1795. 

J-  Lem.bke,  Diff  In.  exhibens  Analeda  ad 
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tingae,  1795. 
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&^c,  Edidit  Dr  H-  M.  de  Leveling.  8vo- 
Erlangen,  1795. 

Tabulae  Anatomic^,  quas  ad  illulLrandam 
Himiani  Corporis  Fabricam,  collegit  et  cu- 
ravit  Julius  Chrillianus  Loder.  Faf.  L OUeo- 
logia,  Tab.  L— XV»  Fob  mag*  Vinariae, 
1794.  Faf.  IL  Syndefmologia,  Tab.  XVI — 
XXV.  Faf  III.  Mjologia,  Tab.  XXVL— 
XXXII.  1796. 

De  Aeris  fixi  infpirati  Ufu , DilT.  In.  Audo- 
re  G.  T.  Muehiy.  410.^  Gottingen,  1796. 

Hilloria  Literaria  et  Critica  Forcipmn  et 
Vedium  oblletriciorum.  Audore  Job-  Mul- 
der, M.  D-  Cum  tab.  sn.  8vo.  Lugduni 
Batavorum,  1794. 

L.  FI-  C*  Niemeyer,  Commentatio  de  Com- 
mercio  inter  Animi  Pathemata,  Hepar,  Bi- 
lemque,  de  Cauiis  ejufdem,  nec  non  de  ufu 
ex  moderamine  illiiis  pro  pradica  medicina 
expedando-  In  certamine  lit.  Acad-  G* 
Aug.  1795-  Praemio  ornata.  4to.  Got- 
tingee,  1795. 

Gof.  Frid.  Peipers,  DilT.  In.  tertii  et  quart!  ' 
Nervorum  Cervicalium  Defcriptionemlillens. 
Cum  Tabula  cenea*  4to.  Halaej  1793* 
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mali.  Audtore  C-  H.  PfafF*  8vo.  Stutt« 
gardiae,  1793. 

Initia  Bibliothecae  medico- pradicae  et  chi- 
rurgics,  live  repertorii  medicinae  praclicse  et 
chirurgi^e.  Communicat  Dr  G.  G.  Plouc- 
quet.  T.  V-  continens  I— N.  4to*  1795* 
T.  VI*  continens  O.  P.  1796-  Tubingas* 
H.  F * Quentin,  Diff  In-  de  Divilionibus  Her- 
niarum  Inguinalium,  et  Caulls  earum  Ra~ 
tionis  Vitae  Vitiis  obortis-  4to*  Gottingae, 

1795- 

D.  Rahn,  DilT.  In.  de  Paffionis  Iliacae  Patho- 
logia.  Tabulis  aeneis  illuftrata.  4to-  Hal^, 
1791. 

G.  G.  G*  Richter,  BUT.  In.  de  Amauroh- 
4to.  Gottingce,  1793- 

C.  H.  Riemann,  DilT.  In.  de  Icleri  Patho- 
logia.  4to.  Gottingae,  1793- 

O.F.Rofenberger,  DilT.  In.  de  Viribus  Par- 
turn  efficientibus,  et  de  Utero  fpeciatim ; 
Ratione  Subhantiae  mufciilofae,  et  Vaforum 
arterioforum.  Accedunt  Tabulae  aenes-  4to. 
Halae,  1791. 

Jacobi  Sacchi  in  Principia  Theoriae  Bru- 
nonianae  Animadveriiones.  8vo.  Pavia, 
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MuEum  Anatomicum  Academioe  Lugdu- 
no  Bataviae-  Defcripturn  ab  Edvardo  San- 
difort.  Vol.  L & II-  Fob  imp.  Lugd.  Bat« 
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S-  G-  Sattig,  Did'.  In.  de  Lentis  cryflallinse' 
Stru(9;iira  fibrofa.  Pra^iide  Fveil-  8vo-  lialfe, 
1794. 

E.  F.  Schmidt,  Diff  In.  de  Angina  Pedoris- 
8vo-  Gottingae,  1793. 

j . Schumacher,  DiiT.  In.  de  Momentis  qui- 
bufdam  generalioribus  circa  Inftrimienta 
chirurgica  obfervandis.  qto-  Gottingm, 

1795- 

Tentamen  catalogi  rationalis  ad  artem  ob- 
fletricium  fpedtandum,  ab  anno  1515  ad  ncf- 
tra  ufque  tempera.  A.  C.  L.  Schweickhard- 
8vo.  Trajedi  ad  Moenuni,  1795- 

Doloris  Faciei,  Morbi  rarioris  atque  atro- 
cis,  Obfervationibus  illuftrati,  Adumbratio. 
Diatribe  I.  qua  exercitationes  clinicae  in  no- 
foromio  Juliaes  habendas  indicit  G.  C.  Sie- 
bold,  M D.  & P-  Annexus  eft  de  inftituti 
clinici  ratione  ad  drones  Sermo  Academicus. 
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